
 Thursday  August 18 , 2020  |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Trump-appointed Postal Service chief to testify 
amid fears about U.S. election
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump’s 
appointed postmaster general on Monday agreed to testify 
before Congress next week on cuts in service that lawmak-
ers fear could hamper the Postal Service’s ability to handle 
a flood of mail-in ballots in November’s election.

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, a major Trump political 
donor, agreed to testify next Monday before the Demo-
cratic-led House of Representatives Oversight and Reform 
Committee, which is investigating whether service chang-
es adopted in recent weeks have slowed mail deliveries.

RELATED COVERAGE
Senate Democrats urge U.S. Postal Board to reverse ser-
vice changes
Factbox: What are the U.S. Postal Service changes that 
have stirred controversy?
The committee called DeJoy’s appearance voluntary. 
Robert Duncan, who chairs the Postal Service board of 
governors and is a former chairman of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, will testify along with DeJoy, the Postal 
Service confirmed.

Congressional Democrats have raised concerns that, amid 
a coronavirus pandemic that is expected to result in about 
twice as many Americans voting by mail as did so in 2016, 
cost cuts at the Postal Service could lead to missed or de-
layed ballots. They have pointed to reductions in overtime, 
restrictions on extra mail transportation trips and new mail 
sorting and delivery policies as changes that threaten to 
slow mail delivery.
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A United States 
Postal Service 
(USPS) worker 
loads mail into 
a delivery truck 
at the post office 
in Royal Oak, 
Michigan, U.S. 
August 17, 2020. 
REUTERS/Rebec-
ca Cook

Trump has repeatedly and without evidence claimed that mail 
balloting is vulnerable to fraud. Voting by mail is nothing new 
in the United States, and one in four voters cast ballots that 
way in 2016.

Separately, House Democratic Conference Chairman Hakeem 
Jeffries and Representative Ted Lieu also called on the FBI to 
open a criminal probe into DeJoy.

“There is evidence that making mail-in balloting more difficult 
may be one of the motivations for the changes instituted at the 
Post Office,” Jeffries and Lieu wrote in a Monday letter to FBI 
Director Christopher Wray.

U.S. President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference 
at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey, U.S., 
August 15, 2020. REUTERS/Sarah Silbiger
“There is also evidence that the Postmaster General has a 
financial stake in multiple financial entities that are either com-
petitors to or contractors for the Post Office,” the lawmakers 
added.

‘NOT TAMPERING’
“No, we’re not tampering,” Trump said in an interview with 
Fox News amid an outcry from Democrats and other critics 
who accuse him of trying to hamstring the Postal Service to 
suppress mail-in voting as he trails Democratic presidential 
challenger Joe Biden in opinion polls ahead of the Nov. 3 
election.

“We want to make it run efficiently, run good,” Trump said of 
the Postal Service.

Trump told reporters outside the White House that he wants to 
“make sure the election is not stolen.”

Republican Senator Tom Cotton, a close Trump ally, accused 
Democrats of promoting “conspiracy” theories, a 
charge echoed by House Republican Leader Kevin 
McCarthy.

Trump, who himself plans to cast an absentee ballot 
by mail in Florida, and many other Republicans have opposed 
an expansion of mail-in voting to accommodate people con-
cerne
about going to the polls to vote in-person due to fears amid the 
pandemic.

He also expressed support for expanded in-person voting 
including more voting booths, early voting and other efforts, 
while he reiterated his attacks on mail-in voting.

Trump last Thursday said he was opposing Democratic efforts 
to include funds for the Postal Service and election infrastruc-
ture in coronavirus relief legislation, as he aims to block an 
expansion in mail-in voting during the pandemic. Trump said 
in March that with mail-in voting at levels that Democrats 
were seeking “you’d never have a Republican elected in this 
country again.”
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CORONAVIRUS DIARY

The Democratic Party will host their
convention today in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. For the first time, most of the
delegates will join the convention as a
virtual meeting for next four days. In this
historical and critical time, the
convention is so important for our nation.

The coronavirus pandemic has brought
big changes to all of our lives. For the
Democratic party they have the biggest
responsibility to our country.

Who will be the winner in the November
3rd election? There are four most
important issues facing our society

including social security. If we don’t
adjust it now, we will be facing
bankruptcy in 15 years. In other words,
people retiring at age 65 then will get no
benefit.

The immigration policy of this nation is
based upon immigrants from all over the
world. We are now facing big changes in
the policy. Now the federal government
is trying to cut back the quota of
immigrants and that means many
talented students will have no chance to
stay in America after they graduate from
college. We are going to lose a lot of
educated immigrants if this happens.

On foreign policy,
under President
Trump’s
insistence on the
American First
policy, we are
continuing to
withdraw our
memberships from
important global
organizations. We
hope this policy
will be adjusted in
the future.

The world still needs our leadership.
Many countries and their people are still
suffering greatly from the coronavirus.
The economies of many countries have
slowed down making it more difficult for

them to survive. We as the richest
country in the world still have a
responsibility to rescue them.

The world is in turmoil. We can’t wait.
A new leadership is so critical for us as
well as for the whole world.
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The Democratic ConventionThe Democratic Convention
Opens TodayOpens Today

BUSINESS

The number of deaths from COVID-19 
surpassed 170,000 and cases rose past 5.4 
million in the U.S. on Sunday evening, 
Johns Hopkins data shows. More than 1.8 
million have recovered.   The big picture: 
Six states set new highs last week for novel 
coronavirus infections recorded in a single 
day. However, dramatic single-day rises 
have become less frequent as the country’s 
outbreak begins to slow down. But some 
states are still facing serious spikes and ris-
ing hospitalizations. What’s happening: 
White House senior adviser Jared Kush-
ner defended the Trump administration’s 
response to the coronavirus pandemic on 
Sunday, telling CBS News the current rate 
of deaths is “still below” the May peak of 
2,500 per day, adding “we know a lot more 
than we did five months ago.”
• The U.S. is far behind other rich countries 
in its coronavirus response, data shows.
• The Food and Drug Administration issued 
an emergency use authorization to Yale 
School of Public Health for its SalivaDirect 
COVID-19 diagnostic test on Saturday.
• New York will allow museums, gyms 
and bowling alleys across the state to re-
open with capacity restrictions, mandated 
face coverings and social distancing re-
quirements starting August 24, Gov. An-

drew Cuomo announced Friday.
• As millions of students are about to start 
the school year virtually, at least in part, 
experts fear students may fall off an ed-
ucational cliff — missing key academic 
milestones, falling behind grade level and 
in some cases dropping out of the educa-
tional system altogether.
• American students are facing a shortage 
of laptops, particularly low-cost Chrome-
books popular in K-8 schools, at the same 
time that many districts are choosing 
full-remote or hybrid reopening models.
• Pandemic learning pods — also called 
microschools or co-ops — are popular op-
tions for parents looking to fill in the aca-
demic and social gaps for children who will 
be learning virtually come fall.
• Americans are more willing in the wake 
of the coronavirus to share their medical 
data in order to take advantage of the bene-
fits of telemedicine.
Of note: Debates over face-covering man-
dates and school reopening plans have esca-
lated throughout the country.
Trends:
• Vaccine: Nations around the world and 
the global economy are desperately waiting 
for a coronavirus vaccine, and experts say 
there is a chance one will become available 

in record time. New risk factors: The CDC 
included more demographic groups at risk 
for the coronavirus such as younger people 
who are obese and who have underlying 
health problems. When to wear a mask: 
Scientific evidence shows face masks can 
help control the spread of the coronavi-
rus, but nuances and changes in messag-
ing about their use are complicating public 
health efforts. Elections: States need to de-
termine how to hold safe elections by this 
fall. And state governments are facing bud-
get shortfalls that threaten layoffs for public 
sector employees. School: Millions of kids 
are about to head back to school, but stu-
dents, teachers, administrators and parents 
still don’t have a clear picture of how it’s 
going to work.

Coronavirus Dashboard

Illustration: Aïda Amer/Axios
Global: Total confirmed cases as of 9 a.m. 
ET: 21,709,841 — Total deaths: 775,937— 
Total recoveries: 13,690,055. U.S.: Total 
confirmed cases as of 9 a.m. ET: 5,404,500 
— Total deaths: 170,055 —  Total recov-
eries: 1,833,067 — Total tests: 67,203,219 
. Business: The Fed is back in focus amid 
Congress’ stimulus impasse. Health: Den-
tal care is rebounding, for now. Sports: Ma-
jor league sports being impacted.
Experimental Covid Vaccine Prevents 
Pneumonia, Yields High Antibody Levels 
In Mice

(© myskin - stock.adobe.com)
August 17, 2020Coronavirus, Health & 

Medical
ST. LOUIS — We have all seen images of 
the microscopic coronavirus particle with 

its trademark spiky crown. Those protru-
sions are proteins that enable the virus to 
attach to human cells, making the disabling 
of them the primary focus of most vaccine 
development. Scientists with Washington 
University School of Medicine are using 
the same process that created the Ebola 
vaccine to develop an experimental coro-
navirus vaccine. Researchers in St. Louis 
caution this potential vaccine, made from 
a genetically modified virus, is still in its 
earliest stages of testing. Thus far, howev-
er, it’s preventing pneumonia in mice while 
producing high levels of antibodies.
“Unlike many of the other vaccines under 
development, this vaccine is made from a 
virus that is capable of spreading in a lim-
ited fashion inside the human body, which 
means it is likely to generate a strong im-
mune response,” says study co-author Dr. 
Michael S. Diamond in a university release.
Using a virus to beat the pandemic
To create the hybrid vaccine for novel coro-
navirus, researchers are following the same 
concepts of Ebola vaccine testing. That 
treatment has been safely administered to 
thousands in Africa, North America, and 
Europe. The idea is to start with a livestock 
virus that causes only mild, flu-like illness 
in humans. Then, scientists switch out one 
gene to provoke an immune response to a 
second disease. Having the spike gene from 
coronavirus included in a harmless virus 
gives the body a chance to develop protec-
tive antibodies against these proteins. The 
antibodies are then available to fight any fu-
ture exposure to the COVID-19 virus.
During the current research, scientists swap 
one gene of the vesicular stomatitis virus 
(VSV) for the spike gene of SARS-CoV-2 
— the virus strain causing COVID-19. The 
team calls this virus is VSV-SARS-CoV-2. 
Researchers used mice to test the efficacy 
of the vaccine. Since they are not natural-
ly susceptible to COVID-19 however, the 
scientists are artificially enhancing their 
susceptibility or using genetically modified 
mice.

Neutralizing pneumonia
The mice were split into two major groups. 
Group One received a dose of VSV-SARS-
CoV-2. Group Two was given a booster 
dose of the vaccine four weeks after the 

first inoculations. A third group, serving 
as the control group, was given a placebo. 
Three weeks after each injection, blood 
was drawn from the mice to test for SARS-
CoV-2 antibodies. The report finds high 
levels of neutralizing antibodies in Group 
One after just one dose of the vaccine. 
Group Two, which received a second dose 
of the vaccine, showed 90-fold increase in 
antibodies over Group One.
So how would this vaccine stand up over 
time? Researchers waited five weeks after 
the final dose of vaccine had been admin-
istered before testing the mice for antibody 
strength again. After spraying COVID-19 
into their noses, the results show the vac-
cine provides complete protection against 
pneumonia. For mice in Groups One and 
Two, there are also no infectious virus par-
ticles in the lungs four days after an infec-
tion.
On the other hand, the control mice in 
Group Three have elevated levels of virus 
in their lungs. Researchers also note that 
the lungs of vaccinated mice displayed few-
er signs of damage and inflammation than 
unvaccinated subjects.
Potential coronavirus vaccine ‘very 
promising’
With six vaccines already in the final stages 
of human testing, the research team accepts 
that this experimental vaccine will not be 
among the first out of the gate. Despite the 
delay, it may offer a potentially safer, less 
expensive alternative to first-generation 
vaccines.
“Since the virus is capable of replicating, it 
can be grown to high levels in the lab, so it’s 
easy to scale up and should be more cost-ef-
fective than some of the other vaccine can-
didates,” Diamond says. “So while what we 
have shown is just the proof of concept, I 
think it’s very promising. Our vaccine can-
didate is now being tested in additional an-
imal models with the goal of getting it into 
clinical trials as soon as possible.” (Courte-
sy https://www.studyfinds.org/) Results of 
the study have also been published in the 
journal Cell Host and Microbe. (Courtesy 
https://www.studyfinds.org/)
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Stay Home!          Wear Mask!



United States Postal Service (USPS) mailboxes are stacked in an industrial lot 
in Hartford, Wisconsin.   REUTERS/Brian Snyder

Pro-democracy protesters attend a rally to demand the government to resign, to dissolve 
the parliament and to hold new elections under a revised constitution, near the Democracy 
Monument in Bangkok, Thailand. REUTERS/Soe Zeya Tun  

A woman holds a rose during a rally in solidarity with Belarusian people following recent 
protests to reject the presidential election results, in front of the Belarusian embassy in Moscow, 
Russia. REUTERS/Evgenia Novozhenina  
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U.S. President Donald Trump and his son Barron walk to the White House from Marine One in 
Washington. REUTERS/Erin Scott

Pro-democracy protesters attend a rally to demand the government to resign, to dissolve the par-
liament and to hold new elections under a revised constitution, near the Democracy Monument in 
Bangkok, Thailand. REUTERS/Soe Zeya Tun  

A participant embraces a member of Belarusian Interior Ministry troops, who stands 
guard during an opposition demonstration to protest against police violence and to 
reject the presidential election results near the Government House in Independence 
Square in Minsk, Belarus. REUTERS/Vasily Fedosenko

An armed far-right militia member fist-bumps a police officer in riot gear as various militia 
groups stage rallies at the Confederate memorial at Stone Mountain, Georgia.  REUTERS/
Elijah Nouvelage

A funnel appears in a thick plume of smoke from the Loyalton Fire in Lassen County, California. Courtesy of 
Katelynn Hewlett/via REUTERS
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COMMUNITY
As the number of positive 
COVID-19 cases contin-
ues to surge and the Texas 
Department of Health is reporting an av-
erage of 9,358 new cases per day over the 
past week, testing sites are increasingly 
overwhelmed and processing backlogs are 
causing delays in providing patients their 
results. To respond to the urgent need for 
effective testing to help stop the spread, 
Houston-based GMED Global, LLC has 
announced the launch of its first rapid 
COVID-19 testing operation. GMED’s 
Rapid COVID Clinic has opened a drive-
through testing site at 5556 Gasmer Drive 
in Houston. COVID testing is available by 
appointment or for drop-ins, with results 
available in under an hour.

A rapid nasal swab antigen 
test that detects the virus in                                                                          
as little as 15 minutes. Get your result 
back the same day.
At the center Houstonians can be tested 
for COVID-19 in the comfort of their 
own cars, by simply driving through the 
center. The center also has the capacity to 
serve those who wish to drop-in and have 
no prior appointments. While individuals 
wait in the center’s parking lot, the results 
will be available to them in under 30 
minutes. The goal of this initiative is to 
make testing fast, anxiety free, and highly 
efficient, so anyone with positive results 
can act quickly and appropriately, before 
the disease reaches an acute stage and 
requires hospitalization. 
This unique test, manufactured by Quidel, 
is one of the few rapid antigen tests in the 
country. It provides a pain-free nasal swab 
that can be self-administered - minimiz-

ing the exposure between test takers and 
health care providers. This highly accurate 
test directly detects the presence of 
COVID-19 and offers results in approxi-
mately 30 minutes to one hour.

Rapid COVID-19 Testing Unit
 “We’re proud to offer access to rapid 
COVID testing to the Houston communi-
ty,” said Dr. Ramin Ahmadi, Co-founder 
and Chief Operating Officer of GMED. 
“Our goal is to make the entire process 
fast, anxiety-free, and highly efficient, 
so anyone with positive results can act 
quickly to isolate and seek treatment 
before the disease reaches an acute stage 
and requires hospitalization. By helping 
to identify COVID-positive individuals 
in our community we’re also hoping to 
support contact tracing efforts to slow the 
spread of the novel coronavirus and save 
lives.”

“Our goal is to make the entire process 
fast, anxiety-free, and highly efficient, 
so anyone with positive results can act 
quickly to isolate and seek treatment 

before the disease reaches an acute stage 
and requires hospitalization.”

In addition to confirming the virus in both 
symptomatic and asymptomatic individu-
als, negative test results can also be used 
to return to work and travel safely. GMED 
also offers on-site COVID-19 screening 
to area businesses, federal health clinics, 
and schools.
The test does not require a doctor’s refer-
ral. Individuals can simply make an online 
appointment or drive to the testing site. 
The cost of each test is $135, payable by 
credit card. Appointments can be made via 
email at contact@rapidcovidclinic.com or 
online at www.rapidcovidclinic.com. Tel: 
(832) 713-2967. Additional contact: Dr. 
Ramin Ahmadi at 281-336-1331.

Related
``Long Waits For Results Render 
COVID-19 Tests ‘Useless,’ As States 
Seek Workarounds

 A wait of a week or more for results can 
deem the tests moot, since few people, 
especially those without symptoms, are 
likely to remain quarantined that long — 
and if the test comes back positive, they 
may already be over the disease. (Getty/
RossHelen)
States frustrated by private laboratories’ 
increasingly long turnarounds for COVID-19 
test results are scrambling to find ways to 
salvage their testing programs.
The State of Montana said Wednesday that 
it is dropping Quest Diagnostics, one of the 
nation’s largest diagnostic testing com-
panies. The Secaucus, New Jersey-based 
company had done all the state’s surveillance 
COVID-19 testing—drive-thru testing that 
moves from community to community to 
help track COVID-19’s spread. But it told 
state officials last week that it was at capacity 
and would be unable to accommodate more 
tests for two or three weeks.
“We don’t want to be left high and dry again 
in the event that the national demand for 
testing puts a state like ours onto the back 
burner,” Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock 
said.
California, Florida and other states that work 
with Quest have started experimenting with 
separate, expedited lines for people who 
have symptoms of the disease. Some states 
are contracting with other private labs. And 
CVS, which uses Quest for COVID-19 tests 
at many of its sites nationwide, said it is 
looking for more lab partners to reduce wait 
times for results.
Quest, LabCorp and other private labs have 

struggled to expand quickly enough to meet 
demand as states expand their testing and 
cases soar across the nation. Officials for 
Quest, which handles about 130,000 tests 
daily in 20 laboratories, said its ability to 
expand has been limited by a global short-
age of the machines and chemical reagents 
needed to perform COVID-19 testing.
Monday, Quest announced that turnaround 
times had slowed to a week or more, up 
from three or four days in June. It also said 
some patients may face wait times of up to 
two weeks. Quest officials warned this week 
that could get worse as flu season starts this 
fall. 
A wait of a week or more for results can 
make the tests moot, since few people, espe-
cially those without symptoms, are likely to 
remain quarantined that long — and if the 
test comes back positive, they may already 
be over the disease. 
“We are working with a number of different 
organizations to provide as much testing 
as possible, but some of these constraints 
are out of our control,” Quest spokesperson 
Wendy Bost said. “We’ve taken the step of 
asking our clients to modulate the testing 
demand by focusing on patients who are 
most in need at this time.”
The Trump administration is also trying 
to speed up turnaround times by allowing 
some labs to use an approach known as 
pooled testing, which combines samples 
from multiple people and then screens the 
individual samples only if the batch comes 
back positive for the virus. But public 
health experts worry it may be too late to try 
pool testing, as the percentage of positive 
results has doubled or tripled in many parts 
of the country.

States grappling with rising caseloads amid 
the testing slowdown have grown exasperat-
ed. Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, a Democrat, 
told NBC’s “Meet the Press” on Sunday that 

it can take up to 
nine days to get 
test results from 

Quest and LabCorp.
“Almost useless from an epidemiological or 
even diagnostic perspective,” Polis said.
LabCorp officials say turnaround times are 
improving.
Those who worry they have COVID-19 
are also frustrated. In San Francisco, Mark 
Mackler, a 71-year-old retired law librarian, 
went with his husband to get a free test at 
the Bernal Heights Recreation Center on 
June 28 for peace of mind. He expected re-
sults after five days, but the test, processed 
by Quest, took 16 days—it came back 
negative for COVID-19.
In California, Democratic Gov. Gavin New-
som acknowledged Quest’s slow turnaround 
times at a press conference Wednesday.
“It’s rather preposterous that you get a test 
and 13, 14 days later you get the results,” 
Newsom said, adding that the results in 
those cases are “utterly meaningless.”
But, he added, “We’re not going to abandon 
Quest. We need them as one of our part-
ners.” (Courtesy https://www.fiercebiotech.
com/ via Kaiser Health News)

GMED Global Opens Rapid COVID-19 Drive Thru Testing Center In Houston
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