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U.S. gives China 72 hours to shut Houston 
consulate as spying charges mount
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BEIJING/WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States 
gave China 72 hours to close its consulate in Houston 
amid accusations of spying, marking a dramatic deteriora-
tion in relations between the world’s two biggest econo-
mies.

China’s national flag is seen waving at the China Con-
sulate General in Houston, Texas, U.S., JWuly 22, 2020. 
REUTERS/Adrees Latif
The U.S. State Department said on Wednesday the Chinese 
mission in Houston was being closed “to protect American 
intellectual property and Americans’ private information.”

China’s foreign ministry said Washington had abruptly 
issued the demand on Tuesday and called it an “unprec-
edented escalation.” The ministry threatened unspecified 
retaliation.

The Chinese Embassy in Washington had received “bomb 
and death threats” because of “smears & hatred” fanned by 
the U.S. government, spokeswoman Hua Chunying wrote 
in a tweet.
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“The U.S. should revoke its erroneous decision,” she said. 
“China will surely react with firm countermeasures.”

Communist Party rulers in Beijing were considering shutting 
the U.S. consulate in the central city of Wuhan in retaliation, a 
source with knowledge of the matter said.

U.S.-based China experts said Beijing could also opt to target 
more important consulates in Hong Kong, Shanghai or Guang-
zhou, something that could hurt American businesses.

The Houston move comes in the run-up to the November U.S. 
presidential election, in which President Donald Trump and 
his Democratic rival, Joe Biden, have both tried to look tough 
towards China.

Speaking on a visit to Denmark, U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo repeated accusations about Chinese theft of U.S. and 
European intellectual property, which he said were costing 
“hundreds of thousands of jobs.”

While offering no specifics about the Houston consulate, 
Pompeo referred to a U.S. Justice Department indictment 
on Tuesday of two Chinese nationals over what it called a 
decade-long cyber espionage campaign that targeted defense 
contractors, COVID-19 researchers and hundreds of other 
victims worldwide.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump wears 
a mask while visiting Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, U.S., July 11, 
2020. REUTERS/Tasos Katopodis/File Photo

Pompeo also referred to recent speeches by the head of 
the FBI and others that highlighted Chinese espionage 
activities.

“President Trump has said: ‘Enough. We are not 
going to allow this to continue to happen,’” he told 
reporters. “That’s the actions that you’re seeing 
taken by President Trump, we’ll continue to engage 
in this.”

Republican Senator Marco Rubio, acting chairman of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, described the Houston 
consulate on Twitter as the “central node of the Commu-
nist Party’s vast network of spies & influence operations 
in the United States.”

Trump was due to hold a news conference at 5.30 p.m. 
(2130 GMT), the White House said.w

that the Houston consulate had been at the “epicenter” of 
the Chinese army’s efforts to advance its warfare advan-
tages by sending students to U.S. universities.

“We took a practical step to preven

t them from doing that,” Stilwell told the Times.

Stephen Biegun, the State Department’s number two dip-
lomat, told the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
the decision was made in response to “longstanding areas 
of concern.”

He said these included intellectual property theft and 
commercial espionage, as well as unequal treatment of 
U.S. diplomats, exporters, investors and media in China 
and abuse by China’s security services of the welcoming 
U.S. posture toward Chinese students and researchers.

Slideshow (4 Images)
A Chinese diplomat, speaking to Reuters on condition 
of anonymity, denied the spying allegations and said the 
Houston mission acted like other Chinese consulates in 
the United States - issuing visas, and promoting visits and 
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Vaccines from the U.K., U.S. and China 
are sprinting ahead in a global race that 
involves at least 197 vaccine candidates 
and is producing geopolitical clashes 
even as it promises a possible pandem-
ic escape route. Driving the news: The 
first two candidates to reach phase three 
trials — one from the University of Ox-
ford and AstraZeneca, the other from 
China — both appear safe and produce 
immune responses, according to pre-
liminary results published today in The 
Lancet.                                                                                                          
• A vaccine from Moderna, the U.S. bio-
tech firm, is heading into phase three 
trials after similarly encouraging initial 
results.
• There are at least 16 other vaccines 
currently in clinical trials in Australia, 
France, Germany, India, Russia, South 
Korea, the U.K., the U.S. and China, 
which is experimenting with a variety 
of vaccine types and has five candidates 
already in trials.
What they’re saying: Experts are in-
creasingly confident that it’s no longer a 
question of if but when vaccines will be 
available.
• “Absolutely, for sure, we will get more 

than one vaccine,” Barry Bloom, a pro-
fessor of public health at Harvard, told 
reporters on Monday.

• He cautioned that it’s not yet clear 
which vaccines will win the race and that 
we won’t know how effective they are 
in protecting against COVID-19 — and 
for how long — until after phase three 
trials. Pressed on when a vaccine could 
be approved, Bloom said that while it 
seemed “utterly crazy seven months 
ago,” January was looking increasingly 
realistic.                                                                                             
• Richard Horton, The Lancet’s edi-
tor-in-chief, is more cautious: “If we 
have a vaccine by the end of 2021, we 
will have done incredibly well.”
• Zeke Emanuel, chair of the Department 
of Medical Ethics and Health Policy at 
the University of Pennsylvania, splits 
the difference: “Seven months after we 

got the genome, to have three vaccines 
in phase three is literally unprecedented. 
If in six to eight months we get a license, 
that will be, again, totally unprecedented 
in world history.”     
“Getting something approved doesn’t 
protect you from COVID,” Emanuel 
warns.
The challenges of producing, distribut-
ing and delivering a vaccine (particular-
ly in two doses, as the Oxford vaccine 
requires) around the entire world are 
hard to even fathom. Even distributing 
a vaccine in one country will require an 
unprecedented buildup of facilities, ma-
terials (like glass vials), personnel and 
protocols, assuming enough people are 
even willing to take it.

Illustration: Eniola Odetunde/Axios
The global picture is even murkier. 
Several countries and pharmaceutical 
companies have committed to “fair and 
equitable” distribution.
• In principle, that would suggest a vul-
nerable front-line worker in Uganda, say, 
should get the vaccine before a young, 
healthy person in the United States.
• In practice, well ... no one really knows. 
The bottom line: “It’s very fragmented, 
and in some ways that’s understand-
able,” Horton says. “But the danger 
of that is that many countries will lose 
out and only the strongest country, the 
country with the most money, will win.”                                                                                                                                 
If countries hoard supplies rather than 
prioritizing at-risk people elsewhere, 
Bloom says, “that should be a cause 
not just of global concern but of global 
shame.” For now, governments are pri-
oritizing their own populations.
• The Trump administration is pouring at 
least $3.5 billion into the development 
and manufacture of three leading vaccine 
candidates, with the promise of hundreds 
of millions of doses should they prove 

safe and effective.
• Even as the homegrown Oxford vaccine 
takes a global lead, the U.K. is hedging 
its bets by purchasing 90 million doses 
being developed by German and French 
companies.
• The U.K. and U.S. have both also put in 
large pre-orders of the Oxford vaccine, 
though AstraZeneca says 1 billion doses 
will also be manufactured in India and 
distributed mainly to other low- and mid-
dle-income countries.

• The WHO and EU are attempting to 
create a framework for distributing the 
vaccine globally, though the U.S. has de-
clined to take part.
What to watch: Managing the largest 
vaccination project in history will clear-
ly require global collaboration — but it’s 
also becoming a competition between 
rival powers.
• “Six months from now, we will be in a 
situation where a few countries will have 
vaccines, and we believe those countries 
will be the UK, Russia, China and the 
US,” Kirill Dmitriev, the head of Rus-
sia’s sovereign wealth fund, told the FT. 
Between the lines: Others are less cer-
tain Russia will be in that group, though 
Dmitriev says a vaccine bankrolled by 
his fund and developed by the state-run 
Gamaleya Institute will move into phase 
three trials next month.
“Basically other countries will decide, 
you know, which vaccine to buy ... and 

who do you trust?”
— Kirill Dmitriev                                                                                                             

State of play: There’s a clear lack of 
trust among the competitors.

• According to the U.S, U.K. and Can-
ada, hackers linked to Russian military 
intelligence have attempted to steal vac-
cine research in order to aid their own 
efforts.

 Illustration: Eniola Odetunde/Axios
• The U.S. has also accused China of pil-
fering American research.
• House Republican leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy will introduce a bill on Tuesday 
that would sanction foreign hackers at-
tempting to steal U.S. vaccine research, 
according to a copy of the bill obtained 
by Axios’ Alayna Treene. Zoom out: It 
will be a victory for humanity when the 
first coronavirus vaccines are approved. 
But the competition to obtain one early 
goes beyond national pride.
Vaccines will save countless lives, drive 
economic recoveries, and could provide 
rare opportunities to generate goodwill 
and influence abroad.
“There’s a huge soft power advantage 
to the U.S. ensuring that other countries 
can get the vaccine and protect them-
selves,” Emanuel says. The same would, 
of course, be true for China. (Courtesy 
axios.com)
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Stay Home!           Work Safe!

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Last Friday all our employees went to Dr.
Parvin’s COVID test station to get
tested and got the results within twenty
minutes.

With the pandemic still attacking our
nation, COVID test stations are still
experiencing long waiting lines.
Sometimes the people line up for so long
and then the results take more than a
week to come back. This is also the
reason we can’t get more people to take
the test while the virus still keeps
spreading in the community.

Dr. Parvin’s test station really has come
at the right time to help our community to
screen for the virus. Even though people
need to pay for the test, they can get
reimbursed through the insurance
company.

A lot of companies need to test
employees so they can decide whether
they can come back to work. With the
economy suffering and with a virus we can
’t control still attacking us, we really just
are waiting for the vaccine to come out
soon. This is probably the only solution
now to rescue the world.
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Instant COVID-Instant COVID-1919 TestTest



Shoppers who refused to wear masks shop at a Walmart store in Bradford, 
Pennsylvania. REUTERS/Brendan McDermid

German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for a meeting of the first face-to-face EU summit 
since the coronavirus outbreak, in Brussels, Belgium. REUTERS/Francois Lenoir/Pool  

TERS/Adrees Latif  

White shoes are displayed during a demonstration by Registered Nurses and the National Nurs-
es United (NNU) members, on behalf of healthcare workers nationwide who have passed away 
due to the coronavirus outbreak, during a protest on Capitol Hill in..
.MORE
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An Egyptian man shows off his motorcycle skills in Cairo, Egypt. REUTERS/Mohamed Abd El Ghany

Demonstrators assist a woman affected by tear gas during a protest against racial inequality in 
Portland, Oregon. REUTERS/Caitlin Ochs    

A baby hippo is seen with its mother at Zacango Zoo in Calimaya, Mexico. Zacango 
Zoo-State of Mexico/via REUTERS

American tourist boat Maid Of The Mist, limited to 50% occupancy under New York state’s 
rules amid the spread of the coronavirus, glides past a Canadian vessel limited under Ontario’s 
rules to just six passengers, in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada....MORE

A federal law enforcement officer pushes a mother back during a demonstration against the presence of federal 
law enforcement officers and racial inequality in Portland, Oregon. REUTERS/Caitlin Ochs



Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Cantonese and Mandarin
• The Woodlands Clinic
• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Kingwood Clinic
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

Whether you’re new 
to Kelsey-Seybold or 
a current patient, you 
have a choice of where 
you can safely get care. 
Call our 24/7 Contact 
Center at 713-442-0000 
to schedule a same-
day or next-day virtual 
Video Visit or, for non-
respiratory illnesses, an 
in-person appointment 
at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
near you.

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including 
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
kelsey-seybold.com
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Last Friday all our employees went to Dr.
Parvin’s COVID test station to get
tested and got the results within twenty
minutes.

With the pandemic still attacking our
nation, COVID test stations are still
experiencing long waiting lines.
Sometimes the people line up for so long
and then the results take more than a
week to come back. This is also the
reason we can’t get more people to take
the test while the virus still keeps
spreading in the community.

Dr. Parvin’s test station really has come
at the right time to help our community to
screen for the virus. Even though people
need to pay for the test, they can get
reimbursed through the insurance
company.

A lot of companies need to test
employees so they can decide whether
they can come back to work. With the
economy suffering and with a virus we can
’t control still attacking us, we really just
are waiting for the vaccine to come out
soon. This is probably the only solution
now to rescue the world.

0707//2222//20202020

Instant COVID-Instant COVID-1919 TestTest


	0723THU_C1_Print
	0723THU_C2_Print
	0723THU_C3_Print
	0723THU_C4_Print
	0723THU_C5_Print
	0723THU_C6_Print
	0723THU_C7_Print
	0723THU_C8_Print

