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“This has not been an easy decision, but it is the right one for
the UK telecoms networks, for our national security and our
economy, both now and indeed in the long run,” digital minis-
ter Oliver Dowden told parliament.

Hanging up on Huawei marks an end to what former Prime
Minister David Cameron cast as a “golden era” of ties which
saw Britain pushed as Europe’s top destination for Chinese
capital.

LONDON (Reuters) - Prime Minister Boris Johnson
ordered Huawei equipment to be purged completely from
Britain’s 5G network by the end of 2027, risking  the ire
of China by signalling that the world’s biggest telecoms
equipment maker is not welcome in the West. But London has been dismayed by a crackdown in Hong Kong
and the perception China did not tell the whole truth over the
“By the time of the next election, we will have implemented in ~ novel coronavirus outbreak.
law an irreversible path for the complete removal of Huawei

equipment from our 5G networks.”

Huawei logo is pictured on the headquarters building

in Reading, Britain July 14, 2020. REUTERS/Matthew
Childs

As Britain prepares to cast off from the European Union,
fears over the security of Huawei have forced Johnson to
choose between global rivals the United States and China.

Huawei [HWT.UL] said the decision was more about

U.S. trade policy than security.
The reason given for the about-turn was the impact of new
U.S. sanctions on chip technology, which Britain’s Nation-
al Cyber Security Centre, part of the GCHQ eavesdropping
agency, had told ministers meant Huawei was not a reliable
supplier.

“It threatens to move Britain into the digital slow lane, push up
bills and deepen the digital divide,” a spokesman said.

He had been under intense pressure from U.S. President
Donald Trump, while Beijing had warned London, which
has sought to court China in recent years, that billions in
investment would be at risk if it sided with Washington.

In what some have compared to the Cold War antagonism with
the Soviet Union, the United States is worried that 5G domi-
Tuesday’s decision will delay the roll-out of 5G — cast as nance could lead towards Chinese technological supremacy.
the nervous system of the future economy — by two to three

Reversing a January decision to allow Huawei to supply years, and add costs of up to 2 billion pounds ($2.5 billion).
up to 35% of the non-core 5G network, Johnson banned
British telecoms operators from buying any 5G equipment
from Huawei by year-end and gave them seven years to rip

out existing gear.

After Australia first raised alarms about the risk of 5G being

hijacked by a hostile state, the West has become steadily more
The Dec. 31, 2027 deadline will please British telecoms oper- worried about Huawei. here
ators such as BT (BT.L), Vodafone (VOD.L) and Three (0215.
HK), which had feared they would be forced to spend billions

of pounds to rip out Huawei equipment much faster.

The United States calls the company an agent of the Chinese
Communist state — a view widely supported in Johnson’s own
Conservative Party. Huawei denies it spies for China and says
the United States wants to frustrate its growth because no U.S.
company offers the same technology at a competitive price.
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Exclusive: Huawei hid business operation in Iran after
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Shares in BT, Britain’s biggest mobile operator, rose 4%.
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City of Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and to wear masks.
said that COVID-19 is running rampant
in the city as he announced 1,554 new
cases, bringing the city’ s total to well

over 30,000 cases.

“puppet” for working at the Chinese
app company. After mentioning that
India banned several Chinese apps, he
said, “TikTok and WeChat? —— |
suspect the President is just getting
started with those two,” without
elaborating if it meant a ban was coming.

citizens who just want to have a good job
and raise their family today things are
not easy. A lot of them are out of work
because of the pandemic. We really
need a leader to lead us out of this dark
age.

The U.S. Department of Defense
medical task force arrived in Houston
yesterday and plans to establish a new
wing at the United Memorial Medical
Center. Patients will be transferred there
from other hospitals .

Turner said the numbers that are being
reported are out of control and it is
critical. The Mayor wants all residents to
continue to practice social distancing

May God Bless America.
The Presidential election is very close
now. We are still facing so many
challenges as a nation. For those

President Trump put on a mask for the
first time in public yesterday.
His niece, Mary Trump’ s
new book is going on sale
today. The book’ s title,
“Too Much Is Never
Enough,” with the subtitle,

“How My Family Created
The World’ s Most
Dangerous Man.”
White House, Trump advisor
Peter Navarro accuses
TikTok’ s American CEO
Kevin Mayer of being a
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Coronavirus Dashboard 07/15/20

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

1. Global: Total confirmed cases as of
1 p.m. ET: 12,970,605 — Total deaths:
570,220 — Total recoveries — 7,154,492
— Map.

2. U.S.: Total confirmed cases as of
1 p.m. ET: 3,327,388— Total deaths:
135,295 — Total recoveries: 1,006,326
— Total tested: 40,282,176 — Map.

3. Public health: WHO head: There will
be no return to the “old normal” for the
foreseeable future.

4. Politics: Mick Mulvaney: “We still
have a testing problem in this country.”
5. World: Hong Kong Disneyland clos-
ing due to surge.

What should | do? Axios asked the ex-
perts:

* Which states mandate face coverings

* When you can be around others after
contracting the coronavirus

* Traveling, asthma, dishes, disinfectants
and being contagious

* Masks, lending books and self-isolating
* Exercise, laundry, what counts as soap
* Pets, moving and personal health

* Answers about the virus from Axios
experts

* What to know about social distancing

* How to minimize your risk (Cour ax-
i0s.com)

Related

How to Protect Yourself & Others
Know how it spreads
* There is currently no vaccine to prevent

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).
* The best way to prevent illness is to
avoid being exposed to this virus.

* The virus is thought to spread mainly
from person-to-person.

o Between people who are in close con-
tact with one another (within about 6
feet).

o Through respiratory droplets produced
when an infected person coughs, sneezes
or talks.

o These droplets can land in the mouths
or noses of people who are nearby or
possibly be inhaled into the lungs.

o Some recent studies have suggested
that COVID-19 may be spread by people
who are not showing symptoms.
Everyone Should

Wash your hands often

sl

» Wash your hands often with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds especially
after you have been in a public place, or
after blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing.

« It’s especially important to wash:

o Before eating or preparing food

o Before touching your face

o After using the restroom

o After leaving a public place

o After blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing

o After handling your cloth face covering
o After changing a diaper

o After caring for someone sick

o After touching animals or pets

* If soap and water are not readily avail-
able, use a hand sanitizer that contains
at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces
of your hands and rub them together un-
til they feel dry.

* Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact

* Inside your home: Avoid close contact
with people who are sick.

o If possible, maintain 6 feet between the
person who is sick and other household
members.

¢ Outside your home: Put 6 feet of dis-
tance between yourself and people who
don’t live in your household.

o Remember that some people without
symptoms may be able to spread virus.

o Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arms’
length) from other people.

o Keeping distance from others is espe-
cially important for people who are at
higher risk of getting very sick.

Cover your mouth and nose with a
cloth face cover when around others

*You could spread COVID-19 to others

even if you do not feel sick.

* The cloth face cover is meant to protect
other people in case you are infected.

* Everyone should wear a cloth face cov-
er in public settings and when around
people who don’t live in your household,
especially when other social distancing
measures are difficult to maintain.

o Cloth face coverings should not be
placed on young children under age 2,
anyone who has trouble breathing, or is
unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise
unable to remove the mask without as-
sistance.

* Do NOT use a facemask meant for a
healthcare worker. Currently, surgical
masks and NO5 respirators are criti-
cal supplies that should be reserved for
healthcare workers and other first re-
sponders.

* Continue to keep about 6 feet between
yourself and others. The cloth face cover
is not a substitute for social distancing.
Cover coughs and sneezes

* Always cover your mouth and nose
with a tissue when you cough or sneeze
or use the inside of your elbow and do
not spit.

* Throw used tissues in the trash.

* Immediately wash your hands with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If
soap and water are not readily available,
clean your hands with a hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60% alcohol.
Clean and disinfect

* Clean AND disinfect frequently

touched surfaces daily. This includes
tables, doorknobs, light switches, coun-
tertops, handles, desks, phones,
boards, toilets, faucets, and sinks.
* If surfaces are dirty, clean them. Use
detergent or soap and water prior to dis-
infection.

e Then, use a household disinfectant.
Most common EPA-registered house-
hold disinfectantsexternal
work.

Monitor Your Health Daily

key-

icon will

¢ Be alert for symptoms. Watch for fe-
ver, cough, shortness of breath, or other
symptoms of COVID-19.

o Especially important if you are running
essential errands, going into the office or
workplace, and in settings where it may
be difficult to keep a physical distance of
6 feet.

* Take your temperature if symptoms
develop.

o Don’t take your temperature within
30 minutes of exercising or after taking
medications that could lower your tem-
perature, like acetaminophen.

* Follow CDC guidance if symptoms de-
velop. (Courtesy axios and cdc.gov)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
tTo a disaster.
Your donation can
help impact lives.

American
Red Cross
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One-year-old Ryleigh Boyd grabs the face of Berekely County Sheriff’s o . ) . . .
Deputy William Kimbro during a roundtable discussion on law enforcement A building that has fallen over after flooding is seen partially submerged in floodwaters following heavy rainfall
hosted by U.S. President Donald Trump in the East Room of the White House in the region, at a village near Poyang Lake, in Poyang county, Jiangxi province, China. cnsphoto via REUTER

in Washington. Kimbro is credited...
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U.S. Navy helicopters and city firefighters continue fighting a fire on the amphibious assault EMT’s clear}se their n_laterials outside Mer_norial. West Hospital where coronavirus are treated, in
ship USS Bonhomme Richard at Naval Base San Diego, in San Diego, California. REUTERS/ Pembroke Pines, Florida. REUTERS/Maria Alejandra Cardona
Mike Blake
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People pose for a photo during a storm in Sevastopol, Crimea. REUTERS/Alexey Pavlishak A man opens the door of a damaged car seen tilted after floods caused by torrential rain in Hitoy-

oshi town, Kumamoto Prefecture, southwestern Japan. REUTERS/Kim Kyung-Hoon
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Reverend Sylvester Edwards, President of the Terre Haute NAACP, kneels as other protestors hold signs ~ NSW police officers speak to drivers hoping to cross from the state of Victoria into
near the Federal Correctional Complex, Terre Haute, to show their opposition to the death penalty and New South Wales (NSW) at a border check point after the border was closed in
execution of Daniel Lewis Lee, who is...MORE response to a surge in coronavirus cases in Victoria, New South Wales, Australia....
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Unused Tech Tools And A Coordination Vacuum Between State And

Local Health Departments Explain Why Contact Tracin

What Happened to Contact
Tracmg In Amerlca’?

(Photo: Xinhua News Agency/Getty Images)
By Guest Writer, Keren Landman, MD

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

In mid-June, the latest study to model the
effects of public health interventions on

the ebb and flow of Covid-19 infections
affirmed what public health experts have
long suspected: Contact tracing is central to
controlling this pandemic. Using a model
based on real-world social contact data from
the United Kingdom, the study’s authors
found that even if people socially distanced
themselves to only a moderate degree, a
vigorous contact tracing effort could reduce
viral spread by two-thirds and ultimately
snuff out transmission.

The United States has been providing
federal funding for contact tracing since the
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices announced its first wave of financial
support for the strategy in late April. But the
implementation of contact tracing pro-
grams has unfolded in wildly uneven ways
across the nation: In some states, such as
Washington, California, and Massachusetts,
massive programs employing thousands of
workers are reaching enormous numbers of
Covid-19-infected people and their contacts,
while in others, public health leaders are
still dithering over such a program’s best
design. And the size of states’ contact tracing
efforts do not always track with slowdowns
in their infection rates. If experts are correct,
nearly 100,000 contact tracers are needed

to conduct adequate and efficient contact

tracing for Covid-19 in the U.S. Although in
flux, the current number of contact tracers

at work is likely well below that figure. Last
week, CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield
testified that about 27,000 or 28,000 people
were doing contact tracing work across the
country at the beginning of June. (As of June
26, there’s no update on the current number
of contact tracers.)

" : a
A coordination vacuum between state and
local health authorities
Behind differences in the success of state
contact tracing efforts are variations in com-
munication and public health governance
structures that long precede Covid-19.
Local health departments have historically
been the U.S. public health system’s contact
tracing experts, often deploying the strategy
to control outbreaks of tuberculosis and
certain sexually transmitted infections,
including HIV. But in most states, Covid-19
contact tracing plans are being made at the
state level, which means that local expertise
has not been tapped to help design or execute
state contact tracing plans. If experts are
correct, nearly 100,000 contact tracers are

needed to conduct adequate and efficient

===

Is Not Going We

contact tracing for Covid-19 in the U.S. It’s
unclear why so many states are reinventing

the wheel on contact tracing rather than using
existing local frameworks, but it may be a con-
sequence of the White House Coronavirus Task
Force’s preference to engage elected officials,
especially governors, as the primary enactors of
pandemic-related policies, says Lori Freeman,
MBA, the CEO at the National Association of
County and City Health Officials (NACCHO).

How answering the call
stops the spread

When governors allow the state health depart-
ment to lead contact tracing programs, there
may be more communication and resource-shar-
ing between state and local health departments
— but when governor’s offices maintain tight
control of those plans, “the chance that they’d
drill down locally perhaps gets slimmer,” wrote
Freeman in an email. “In a lot of cases, both the
plans and the funding are not reaching into the
community level,” she said.

As a consequence of many states’ tightly held
control of contact tracing plans, local health de-
partments are often so far out of the loop on the
specifics that they’re reduced to learning their
details from the publicly available website of
the National Academy for State Health Policy,
a nonpartisan forum for state health policymak-
ers, said Freeman. The rules that govern the
relationship between the various arms of public
health within a state are different from one state
to another. Within each state are multiple local
public health departments whose jurisdictions
are divided up by city, county, or region, and a
central state health department headquartered in
the state capitol. In about half the states — most
of the Southeast and several Western and East
Coast states — those local health departments
are either completely or partially controlled by
the state. In the remainder, health department
governance is decentralized, with local health
departments functioning relatively independent-
ly from the state government. Although a
decentralized public health system is not a reli-
able predictor of pandemic dysfunction, states
that have had particular difficulty coordinating

=2 REIEE
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contact tracing programs are often those with
decentralized governance. Even with adequate
staff, many contact tracing efforts have
suffered from poor response rates among the
people they are charged with reaching.

Contact Tracing App

Percentage of U5, smartphone users who would
or wouldn't use a contact tracing app for COVID-19

IAmericans Split on

Wil Use
17%
Definitely
- A2%
Prababily
Wan't Use
- 20%
Definitely

- 30%
Probabiy
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Contact tracing efforts fail when people
don’t respond

Many of the states whose contact tracing
systems have been successful (see Washington,
California, and Massachusetts) operate under

a decentralized public health system but were
nevertheless early adopters of Covid-19 con-
tact tracing programs, which have remained
robust.

What’s made the difference in these states,
says Freeman, is a tradition of state-local part-
nership that existed well before the pandemic.
The resulting expectation of resource-sharing
“leverage[s] the leadership of the state and also
relies on public health data, expertise, knowl-
edge, and relationships within local health
departments and communities,” she wrote

in an email. These states are also notable for
their relatively generous levels of public health
funding compared with national averages.
Freeman notes that in this year’s not-yet-pub-
lished annual survey of local health depart-
ments conducted by NACCHO, more than half
reported they have enough staff to conduct the
contact tracing they need. But even with ade-
quate staff, many contact tracing efforts have
suffered from poor response rates among the
people they are charged with reaching. New
York City’s 3,000 contact tracers have only
elicited close contact information from 42%
of people who tested positive for Covid-19,
according to a recent report in the New York
Times. Even in San Francisco where contact
tracers have been able to reach an average of
83% of Covid-19 cases and their contacts,
many people who answer the phone have been
fearful of speaking with the government due to
their undocumented status, according to Rikita
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Merai, MPH, a technical lead in the local health
department’s contact tracing effort.

New technological tools are often unused
Because of the concern that air travel could be
an important contributor to Covid-19 trans-
mission, the White House and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have for
months supported a plan requiring airlines to
assist with contact tracing efforts by gathering
and sharing certain passenger data with the
CDC. Although a representative of the industry
association Airlines for America wrote in an
email that U.S. airlines “fully comply with all
requests made by CDC for contact information,”
recent reports indicate that as of yet, no airlines
are systematically communicating contact
information for all travelers to the CDC. An
interagency group hopes to reach a solution by
early September.

Virus detector app
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Despite the early promise of technological tools
to improve the efficiency of contact tracing
efforts — and their broad use in other countries
— the onslaught of new tools without much
guidance on how to choose, use, and adapt them
has made the tech landscape deeply confusing
to public health officials at all levels. “They
don’t really have a good way to read, like a
Consumer Reports magazine” that would help
each state choose the best tool to suit its needs,
says Freeman. Nevertheless, many state health
departments have invested in tools, often with-
out consulting, training, or informing their local
health departments, she says — and the resulting
chaos has led some local health departments to
abandon those tools outright.

But abandoning contact tracing altogether is off
the table, regardless of the challenges to getting
it right, says Freeman. If we do that, “we will
have given up on controlling the spread of this
disease until everybody gets it — it’s not a good
public health tactic to do that,” she said. “Giving
up is not what any of our public health officials
would ever wish to do.” (Courtesy https://ele-
mental.medium.com/)
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