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Harvard, MIT seek temporary halt to Trump 
administration rule on international students
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Harvard University and Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology sued the Trump admin-
istration on Wednesday, seeking to block a new rule that 
would bar foreign students from remaining in the United 
States if their universities move all courses online due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The two universities filed a lawsuit in federal court in Bos-
ton asking for an emergency temporary restraining order 
on the new directive issued by the government on Monday.

“We will pursue this case vigorously so that our interna-
tional students - and international students at institutions 
across the country - can continue their studies without the 
threat of deportation,” Harvard President Lawrence Bacow 
wrote in a statement addressed to the Harvard community.

The lawsuit, filed by two of the most elite U.S. universi-
ties, is the first to challenge the order that could force tens 
of thousands of foreign students to leave the country if 
their schools switch fully to remote learning.
Harvard had announced it would hold all classes online in 
the coming fall term.

Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey said in a 
statement the state was also planning to sue over the rule, 
which she called “cruel” and “illegal.”

Inside C2

Her office said it was still working out the details of any poten-
tial legal action but that it had been in touch with Harvard and 
other major colleges and universities in the state to “support 
their efforts to protect students.”

The U.S. Department of Justice did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

U.S. President Donald Trump is pushing schools across the 
country to re-open in the fall.

The Trump administration announcement blindsided academic 
institutions grappling with the logistical challenges of safe-
ly resuming classes as the coronavirus pandemic continues 
unabated around the world, and surges in the United States, 
especially among young people.

There are more than a million foreign students at U.S. colleges 
and universities, and many schools depend on revenue from 
foreign students, who often pay full tuition.

The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency 
rule said most students on F-1 and M-1 visas could stay if their 
programs were in person or offered a mix of online and in-per-
son instruction.

The announcement left students, professors, and universities 
scrambling to figure out exactly who would be affected by the 

rule and how those affected could comply without having to 
leave the country. On Twitter, professors across the country 
offered to teach outdoor in-person independent study courses 
for affected students.

The ICE policy change marked an unexpected reversal of 
exceptions to the rules limiting online learning for foreign 
students when colleges and universities in March rushed to 
shutter campuses and move to virtual classes as the 
pandemic forced lockdowns.

ICE “proceeded without any indication of having 
considered the health of students, faculty, university staff, or 
communities,” the complaint said.

The suit alleges the government skirted the proper rulemaking 
process and is asking the court to strike it down.

Judge Allison Burroughs, appointed by former President 
Barack Obama, is assigned to hear the case. In 2017, she 
ordered a halt to Trump’s travel ban on several Muslim-major-
ity countries, a policy that was eventually upheld by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.
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BUSINESS

Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos A. 
Gimenez announced Monday that he 
would sign an emergency order to again 
close many businesses, including indoor 
dining at restaurants, party venues, gyms 
and fitness centers, effective Wednesday.
The big picture: The move comes as 
cases are surging in Florida, even as the 
state sees an increasing gap between test-
ing and confirmed cases.
By the numbers: Over 129,000 people 
have died from COVID-19 in the U.S., 
per Johns Hopkins. Nearly 2.8 million 
Americans have tested positive from al-
most 35 million tests. More than 900,000 
have recovered from the virus.
What else is happening: A record 8,181 
coronavirus patients were hospitalized 
Sunday in Texas, and officials in major 
cities warned that hospitals’ intensive 
care capabilities could be overwhelmed 
within weeks.

Signs are posted throughout Long 
Beach, California, reminding resi-
dents of what areas are closed. (Pho-
to/B. Murray/MediaNews Group/
Long Beach Press-Telegram via Getty 
Images)
• Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued an ex-
ecutive order mandating face masks in 
public spaces for the first time.
• The heads of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, Business Roundtable, Na-
tional Retail Federation and other top 
business organizations wrote an open let-

ter on Thursday urging the White House 
coronavirus task force to work with gov-
ernors to make face coverings mandatory 
in all public spaces.
• Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) said Tuesday 
that visitors from eight additional states 
will be required to quarantine for 14 days 
when traveling to New York, bringing 
the total number of states subject to re-
striction to 16.
Trends to watch:
• Vaccine: Countries around the world 
and the global economy are desperately 
waiting for a coronavirus vaccine, and 
experts say there is a chance one will be-
come available in record time.

A police officer at the entrance to a 
coronavirus testing center in Hansen 
Dam Park, Pacoima, California. (Pho-
to/F. J. Brown/AFP via Getty Images)
• New risk factors: The CDC included 
more demographic groups who are at 
risk for the coronavirus such as younger 
people who are obese and who have un-
derlying health problems.
• When to wear a mask: Scientific evi-
dence shows face masks can help to con-
trol the spread of the novel coronavirus, 
but the nuances and changes in messag-
ing about their use are complicating pub-
lic health efforts.
• Elections: States need to determine 
how to hold safe elections by this fall. 
And state governments are facing budget 
shortfalls that threaten layoffs for public 
sector employees. 

Cellist Jodi Beder performs a daily 

concert on his front porch in Mount 
Rainier, Maryland, to help people 
passing by and her neighbors cope 
with the outbreak. (Photo/Caballe-
ro-Reynolds/AFP via Getty Images)
Related
CDC expands list of who’s most 
at risk for the coronavirus
The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention expanded its warnings Thursday 
to include more demographic groups at 
risk for the coronavirus such as younger 
people who are obese and who have un-
derlying health problems.
Why it matters: The shift reflects what 
states and hospitals have been seeing 
since the pandemic began, which is that 
young people can get seriously ill from 
COVID-19. Much of the directive was 
focused on those with preexisting condi-
tions and individuals who are 65 or older.
What’s happening: Based on several 
recent studies and reports, the CDC has 
placed more attention on populations at 
risk with a number of health conditions:
• Age: The agency warns that among 
adults, risk of COVID-19 increases 
steadily as you age, not just those over 
65.

• Obesity: Those who have a body mass 
index of 30 or higher. The original warn-
ing was for people with a BMI of 40 or 
more.
• Pregnancy: Being pregnant may in-
crease one’s risk of being hospitalized 
and having severe illness. In the study, 
more than 8,000 pregnant women were 
diagnosed with COVID-19.
Thursday’s guidance also categorizes 
medical conditions that can affect the se-
verity of illness:
• Conditions that increase risk: Chron-
ic kidney disease; chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease; obesity; weakened 
immune system from solid organ trans-

plant; serious heart conditions, such as 
heart failure, coronary artery disease or 
cardiomyopathies; sickle cell disease; 
Type 2 diabetes.
• Conditions that may increase risk: 
Chronic lung diseases, including mod-
erate to severe asthma and cystic fibro-
sis; high blood pressure; a weakened 
immune system; neurologic conditions, 
such as dementia or history of stroke; 
liver disease; pregnancy. (Courtesy ax-
ios.com)
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Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

The U.S. government announced
yesterday a temporary exemption for
non-immigrant students taking online
classes due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Starting with the Fall 2020
semester, F-1 and M-1 student
attending schools operating entirely
online may not take a full online course
load and remain in the United States.
The State Department will not issue
visas to student enrolled in schools that
are fully online.

At the same time, the White House also
announced that the U.S. government
has formally withdrawn from the World
Health Organization.

We are so angry and don’t understand
why at such a critical pandemic time we
are cutting ties with and getting out of
WHO! The coronavirus is a worldwide
problem. We still have our own people
suffering all over the country. We can

blame other countries, but this is almost
six months of suffering with the virus and
the federal government has no effective
measure to stop it. We should work with
WHO and the all countries to find a
solution. Not just abandon and leave. Is
this the America that is still the leader of
the world? We have almost reached
close to three million confirmed cases
now and what are we going to do?

We need your support to write a letter to
the White House, to sign a petition to our
government to express our anger and
anxiety.

Dear Brothers and Sisters -This is the
time we all need to wake up. We cannot
swim against the tide of history.

0707//0808//20202020

We Cannot SwimWe Cannot Swim
Against The TideAgainst The Tide

Of HistoryOf History



An injured demonstrator receives aid as he lies on the steps of the Serbian 
parliament building, during a protest against a lockdown planned for the 
capital this weekend to halt the spread of the coronavirus in Belgrade, Serbia. 
REUTERS/Marko Djurica...

Residents line-up in their vehicles to be tested for the coronavirus in Houston, Texas.  REU-
TERS/Adrees Latif  

A man pushes a damaged motorbike after floods caused by torrential rain in Hitoyoshi town, 
Kumamoto Prefecture, southwestern Japan. REUTERS/Kim Kyung-Hoon    
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Relatives pray before the cremation of a woman, who died due to the coronavirus, at a crematorium in 
New Delhi, India. REUTERS/Danish Siddiqui

Relatives pray before the cremation of a woman, who died due to the coronavirus, at a crematori-
um in New Delhi, India. REUTERS/Danish Siddiqui

NSW police officers speak to drivers hoping to cross from the state of Victoria into 
New South Wales (NSW) at a border check point after the border was closed in 
response to a surge in coronavirus cases in Victoria, New South Wales, Australia....

MORE

Guests pose a they sit inside a teardrop-shaped tent hanging from a tree created by Dutch art-
ist Dre Wapenaar, offering an unusual accommodation for tourists in the Belgian countryside, 
near Borgloon, Belgium. REUTERS/Francois Lenoir  

Overheated, a healthcare worker takes a break as people wait in their vehicles in long lines for coronavirus testing 
in Houston, Texas.  REUTERS/Callaghan O’Hare  



Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Cantonese and Mandarin
• The Woodlands Clinic
• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Kingwood Clinic
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

Whether you’re new 
to Kelsey-Seybold or 
a current patient, you 
have a choice of where 
you can safely get care. 
Call our 24/7 Contact 
Center at 713-442-0000 
to schedule a same-
day or next-day virtual 
Video Visit or, for non-
respiratory illnesses, an 
in-person appointment 
at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
near you.

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including 
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
kelsey-seybold.com
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COMMUNITY
Houston Mayor Sylves-
ter Turner encouraged the 
Republican Party of Texas 
on Monday to cancel its 
in-person convention in Houston next 
week and warned that should the event 
continue, health inspectors would have 
the authority to shut down the gathering 
if certain guidelines are not followed.
Turner said that he planned to send a 
letter to members of the State Repub-
lican Executive Committee, the state 
party’s governing board, outlining con-
ditions the party must follow in order to 
hold the convention.
“I do not think it is wise or prudent to 
hold a convention of 6,000 or more,” 
the Houston mayor’s office tweeted. 
“I am asking them to have a virtual 
event.”
A spokesperson for the state party did 
not immediately respond to a request 
for comment. And a copy of Turner’s 
letter to the SREC was not immediately 
available.
“Health inspectors will be on-site for 
the entire convention to ensure all 
guidelines are being followed,” Turn-
er’s office tweeted. “If they are not, the 
inspectors have the authority to shut 
down the convention.”
Last week, the SREC voted 40-20 to 
proceed with the in-person convention 
July 16 to 18 at Houston’s George R. 
Brown Convention Center.
Thursday’s vote came on the heels of 
Gov. Greg Abbott issuing a statewide 
mask mandate in an attempt to curb the 
surge of coronavirus cases, which state 
party Chair James Dickey said meant 
that masks would be required for most 
of the convention, though they were not 
previously. The SREC met again virtu-
ally on Sunday and tweaked the party’s 
rules to allow for what Dickey has 
described as an “ultimate contingency 
plan” to host the convention online if 
circumstances require it.
Asked Monday about Turner’s request, 
Abbott continued to decline to take a 
personal position on the party’s plans 
other than to urge caution.
“Obviously I think whatever happens 

—whether it be, listen, this convention 
or any action that anybody takes — 
we’re at a time with the outbreak of the 
coronavirus where public safety needs 
to be a paramount concern,” Abbott 
said during an interview with KDFW in 
Dallas.
According to the Houston Chronicle, 
Turner recently removed language 
from an executive order and effec-
tively took away his own authority 
to cancel the convention.

 Houston’s George R. Brown Conven-
tion Center
Turner also called on event sponsors to 
push the party to move the event online, 
tweeting that all other conferences had 
already been rescheduled or canceled for 
the rest of the year. The Texas Medical 
Association, the state’s largest medical 
group, has called on the party to follow 
suit and withdrew as a convention 
advertiser.
“With or without masks, an indoor 
gathering of thousands of people from 
all around the state in a city with tens 
of thousands of active COVID-19 
cases poses a significant health risk to 
conventiongoers, convention workers, 
health care workers, and the residents 
of Houston,” Dr. Diana Fite, TMA’s 
president, said in a statement. (Courtesy 
https://www.texastribune.org/)
Related
Citing violent crime in Atlanta, 
Georgia governor declares state 
of emergency and calls up Na-
tional Guard
Atlanta (CNN) Georgia Gov. Brian 

Kemp on Monday declared a state of emergency 
and activated as many as 1,000 National Guard 
members.
Kemp, a Republican, said the executive order 
follows “weeks of dramatically increased violent 
crime and property destruction in the City of 
Atlanta.”
The number of shootings and murders in the city 
was double this year compared with 2019 for the 
four-week period following Memorial Day, ac-
cording to police data. During that time, Atlanta 
also saw violent clashes between law enforce-
ment and demonstrators during protests against 
police brutality and racism.

 

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp
Shooting incidents went from 46 in 2019 to 93 
this year between May 31 and June 27, while the 
number of murders spiked from six to 14 year 
over year for the period, police data shows.
The figures were the deciding factor in Kemp’s 
declaration, the governor’s office told CNN 
Monday.
Over the extended holiday weekend alone, more 
than 30 Georgians were wounded by gunfire 
-- including five who died, the Atlanta Police 

Department and the governor’s office said.                          
8-year-old girl fatally shot
Among those killed was an 8-year-old girl 
who was shot while riding in a car with her 
mother and another person. Secoriea Turner 
was killed Saturday night as the car tried to 
enter a parking lot that had illegal barricades, 
police said.

The shooting was near the 
scene where a now-fired 
Atlanta police officer fatally 

shot Rayshard Brooks after he 
fought with officers and tried to run away with a 
stolen Taser.
“We’ve had over 75 shootings in the city over 
the past several weeks,” Mayor Keisha Lance 
Bottoms said when talking Sunday about the 
8-year-old’s death. “You can’t blame that on APD 
(Atlanta Police Department).”
Secoriea Turner, 8, was shot in the area of 
University Ave and I-75/85 Saturday night while 
riding in a vehicle with her mother and an adult 
friend, according to police. The driver was 
attempting to enter a parking lot at 1238 Pryor 
Road where a group of individuals illegally 
placed barricades. Someone in the group opened 
fire on the vehicle, according to police, striking 
Turner.
 

Secoriea Turner, 8, was fatally shot in Atlanta 

on July 4.
“I am asking you to please 
honor this baby’s life. Please, 
if you know who did this, 

please turn them in,” Bottoms said at a press 
conference Sunday.
After the death of George Floyd in late May 
in Minneapolis police custody, there were 
protests in downtown Atlanta, several of 
them followed by looting and vandalism. 
Kemp at that time activated as many as 500 
National Guard troops to protect people and 
property in the state capital.
“Peaceful protests were hijacked by crimi-
nals with a dangerous, destructive agenda,” 
Kemp said Monday in a statement about the 
latest deployment. “Now, innocent Geor-
gians are being targeted, shot, and left for 
dead. This lawlessness must be stopped and 
order restored in our capital city.”
The National Guard will “provide support” 
at state buildings like the Capitol and the 
Governor’s Mansion so state police can in-
crease patrols, the governor’s statement said.
Sixty to 100 people went to Georgia State 
Patrol headquarters early Sunday morning, 
and some used bricks or fireworks to dam-
age the building, authorities said, according 
to CNN affiliate WSB.
Guard troops will also be stationed there, the 
governor said. ( cnn.com)
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The In-Person Event Is Scheduled For Next Week, Even As The Coronavirus Continues To Spread Through Houston

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner Urges Texas GOP To Cancel Its Convention

Texas Republican convention attendees stood for the Pledge of Allegiance 
in Fort Worth in 2012. (Photo/B. Daemmrich/The Texas Tribune)
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