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China passes national security law in 
turning point for Hong Kong
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HONG KONG/BEIJING (Reuters) - China’s parliament 
passed national security legislation for Hong Kong on 
Tuesday, setting the stage for the most radical changes to 
the former British colony’s way of life since it re- turned 
to Chinese rule 23 years ago.

Details of the law - which comes in response to last year’s 
often-violent pro-democracy protests in the city and aims 
to tackle subversion, terrorism, separatism and collusion 
with foreign forces - were yet to be released.

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam nevertheless welcomed the 
law’s passage and said it would come into effect later on 
Tuesday, giving the city’s 7.5 million people little time to 
digest what is expected to be highly complex legislation.

RELATED COVERAGE
Hong Kong leader says national security law won’t under-
mine autonomy
EU, Britain, Taiwan dismayed by China’s new security 
law for Hong Kong
See more stories
Amid fears the law will crush the global financial hub’s 
freedoms, and reports that the heaviest penalty under it 
would be life imprisonment, pro-democracy activist Josh-
ua Wong’s Demosisto group said it would dissolve.
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Police officers ask 
people to leave 
during a protest 
after China’s 
parliament passes 
a national securi-
ty law for Hong 
Kong, in Hong 
Kong, China June 
30, 2020. REU-
TERS/Tyrone Siu

“It marks the end of Hong Kong that the world knew before,” 
Wong said on Twitter.

The legislation pushes Beijing further along a collision course 
with the United States, Britain and other Western governments, 
which have said it erodes the high degree of autonomy the city 
was granted at its July 1, 1997, handover.

The United States, already in dispute with China over trade, 
the South China Sea and the coronavirus, began eliminating 
Hong Kong’s special status under U.S. law on Monday, halting 
defence exports and restricting technology access.

China said it would retaliate.

Lam, in a video message to the United Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, urged the international community to “re-
spect our country’s right to safeguard national security”.

She said the law would not undermine the city’s autonomy or 
its independent judiciary.

Police officers ask people to leave during a protest after Chi-
na’s parliament passes a national security law for Hong Kong, 
in Hong Kong, China June 30, 2020. REUTERS/Tyrone Siu
Authorities in Beijing and Hong Kong have repeatedly said 
the legislation is aimed at a few “troublemakers” and will not 

affect rights and freedoms, nor investor interests.

The editor-in-chief of the Global Times, a tabloid published 
by the People’s Daily, the official newspaper of China’s ruling 
Communist Party, said on Twitter the heaviest penalty under 
the law was life imprisonment.

As the law was passed in Beijing, the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army garrison in Hong Kong held a drill 
which included exercises to stop suspicious vessels and 
arrest fugitives, according to the Weibo social media 
account of state-run CCTV’s military channel.

‘OVERPOWERING’
The legislation may get an early test with activists and pro-de-
mocracy politicians saying they would defy a police ban, amid 
coronavirus restrictions, on a rally on the anniversary of the 
July 1 handover.

At last year’s demonstration, which came amid a series of 
pro-democracy protests, a crowd stormed and vandalised the 
city’s legislature.

“We will never accept the passing of the law, even though it is 
so overpowering,” said Democratic Party chairman Wu Chi-
wai.
It is unclear if attending the unauthorised rally would consti-
tute a national security crime.
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As the coronavirus pandemic engulfs Texas’ 
metropolitan areas, Republican Gov. Greg Ab-
bott has left the door open for massive indoor 
gatherings. And organizers are moving forward 
with some big ones, including the Texas Repub-
lican Party’s upcoming convention in Houston. 
Harris County, where Houston is located, has 
the highest number of coronavirus cases and 
deaths in the state, but the Texas GOP plans to 
press forward with plans to hold an in-person 
convention from July 16-18 in the city’s George 
R. Brown Convention Center.
“All systems are go, folks. This is happening,” 
Kyle Whatley, the party’s executive director, 
said Tuesday during a tele-town hall, noting the 
convention program is already being printed.
On Tuesday, Abbott granted local officials the 
power to restrict outdoor gatherings of more 
than 100 people, but made no mention of indoor 
gatherings. The Texas GOP convention is ex-
pected to draw about 6,000 attendees, roughly 
half of what it would expect for such a conven-
tion in normal times, according to Whatley. The 
party’s website brands its annual convention 

as the “largest political gathering in the free 
world.”
Whatley said registrations are “increasing ex-
ponentially” as the convention nears. David 
Lakey, the former commissioner of the Texas 
Department of State Health Services, said he 
believes large indoor gatherings of more than 
100 people are not advisable at this time.
“I think, right now, I wouldn’t hold a group 
larger than 100 individuals,” he said. “I think 
people need to be very cautious about making 
— especially in the month of July — any plans 
for a big conference.”
The party does not plan to require masks at the 
convention, though chairman James Dickey ac-
knowledged Tuesday that Harris County is cur-
rently under an order mandating that businesses 
require customers to wear masks.
“The Republican Party isn’t considered a 
commercial entity so they themselves are not 
required to comply with the mask order,” said 
Melissa Arredondo, a spokesperson for the of-
fice of Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo, who 
issued the mask order.

Houston’s George R. Brown Convention 
Center will host the Texas GOP in-person 
convention from July 16-18 in Houston, Tex-
as.
That order expires Tuesday, and Dickey said 
the party will “revisit” the mask issue during 
another tele-town hall next month before the 
convention. Abbott’s office did not respond to 
a request for comment Thursday. Lakey, the 
state’s former top public health official, said 
masks are effective at reducing the spread of 
the virus.
“If you have a convention where there’s a large 
number of people inside, sitting close to each 
other, especially without masks, then no one 
should be surprised that there will be people 
that will get infected in that setting,” he said.
Lakey added that outdoor settings are safer than 
indoor venues.
“When you’re outdoors, you have UV light, and 
you also have the wind that’s going to disperse 
any respiratory droplets,” he said. “And so, in 
general, people believe that being outside is 
less risky than being inside.”
The Houston First Corporation, which operates 
the George R. Brown Convention Center, said 
it is legally obligated to honor a contract with 
the Republican Party of Texas that was signed 
before the pandemic began.
“HFC does not have the authority to require 
masks to be worn by attendees at the Repub-
lican State Convention, unless included in the 
original license agreement,” Carolyn Camp-
bell, a spokesperson for Houston First, wrote in 
a statement. “Since this agreement was issued 
prior to the pandemic, no such provision was 
included, therefore any enforcement of the new 
mask order would be the responsibility of the 
Republican State Convention.”
The party is making several adjustments to 
hold the convention safely. Dickey promised 
an “abundance” of hand-sanitizer stations and 
said rooms will be cleaned between meetings. 
Whatley said the convention center has in-
stalled thermal scanners at its entrances to take 
the temperature of attendees as they walk in.
“Our decision to hold an in-person convention 
comes as a direct result of wanting to protect 
the rights of our delegates as the grassroots of 
our Party, as well as to lead the way in promot-

ing and practicing our principle of personal re-
sponsibility,” Dickey wrote in a statement.
Abhi Rahman, a spokesperson for the Texas 
Democratic Party, said he is “not very happy” 
with the Republican Party’s decision to proceed 
with an in-person convention. The Texas Dem-
ocratic party convention took place entirely on-
line in early June.
“Their decision is completely baffling, it’s 
reckless, it’s irresponsible,” he said. “It shows 
you that they haven’t taken this thing serious-
ly from day one. Houston is one of the biggest 
coronavirus hotspots right now, and they want 
to go there, they want to hold an in-person con-
vention without requiring face masks, where 
they’re gonna put even more people at risk and 
the hospitality workers at risk.”

 A business convention at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center.
Rahman also criticized Abbott’s leadership, 
attributing Texas’ high coronavirus infection 
rates to the governor’s decision to reopen busi-
nesses quickly without implementing more 
stringent public health measures. “Our cases 
right now are just out of control and this all falls 
on Governor Abbott,” Rahman said. “He still 
won’t do a statewide mask mandate.” (Courtesy 
texastribune.org)
Related
Gov. Greg Abbott expresses re-
gret over reopening Texas bars 

during coronavirus
Gov. Greg Abbott on Friday expressed regret 
for the first known time about the reopening 
process he spearheaded during the coronavirus 
pandemic, saying he should not have allowed 
bars to open as quickly.

“If I could go back and redo anything, it 

probably would have been to slow down the 
opening of bars, now seeing in the aftermath 
of how quickly the coronavirus spread in the 
bar setting,” Abbott said during an evening 
interview with KVIA in El Paso. Abbott 
added that the “bar setting, in reality, just 
doesn’t work with a pandemic,” noting peo-
ple “go to bars to get close and to drink and 
to socialize, and that’s the kind of thing that 
stokes the spread of the coronavirus.”
In a subsequent interview with WFAA in Dal-
las, Abbott reiterated regret over the pace of 
bar reopenings, calling it an “easy thing to pin-
point” as he looks back on the process.
“If I could go back and redo anything, it proba-
bly would have been to slow down the opening 
of bars,” Abbott said in a TV interview Friday 
evening. Hours after shutting down bars across 
the state, Gov. Greg Abbott on Friday expressed 
regret over the reopening process. (Photo/Aus-
tin American-Statesman/via Reuters)
Abbott’s comments came hours after he shut 
down bars across the state as part of a series of 
moves to contain a coronavirus spike in Texas. 
He also scaled back restaurant capacity to 50%, 
shut down rafting and tubing businesses, and 
banned outdoor gatherings of over 100 people 
unless approved by local officials.
“At this time, it is clear that the rise in cases 
is largely driven by certain types of activities, 
including Texans congregating in bars,” Abbott 
said Friday morning. “The actions in this exec-
utive order are essential to our mission to swift-
ly contain this virus and protect public health.”
Abbott permitted bars to reopen for the first 
time on May 22, at 25% indoor capacity. On 
June 3, he allowed bars to move to 50% capac-
ity as long as customers are seated.
But cases have climbed rapidly in recent weeks. 
On Thursday, Texas saw another record number 
of new cases — 5,996 — as well as hospitaliza-
tions — 4,739. The hospitalization number set 
a record for the 14th straight day. During the 
increase, Abbott has cited Texas’ large hospital 
capacity and the availability of respirators. But 
many hospitals in Texas’ big cities have report-
ed crowded intensive care units in recent days, 
and some cities have begun reviving plans to 
treat patients at convention centers and stadi-
ums. (Courtesy texastribune.org)
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Gov. Greg Abbott Allows Limits On Outdoor Crowds --
Not On Indoor Gatherings. The Texas GOP Convention

(July 16-18) Has A Projected Attendance Of 6,000 --
Attendees Will Not Be Required To Wear Face Masks

Texas Republicans Move Forward 
With Plans For An Indoor Convention 

In Houston -- The State’s Biggest 
Coronavirus ‘Hot Spot’

With no statewide limit on indoor gatherings, the Texas GOP is moving forward 
with plans to hold their convention in Houston. (Photo/The Texas Tribune)

Stay Home!           Wear Mask!

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

The 2020 election has already started all
over the country. We are not only going
to select our next president as well as
our U.S. congressmen, we as the

leading Asian media
group will actively
participate in this
important election
by publishing a
special issue of
Voters News.

In the last four
decades our goal
has always been to
serve the local
community and to
join the local
community in many
events. Every
election time our
national
correspondents
team reports a wide
variety of news to
inform the local
community. At the
same time, we also
strongly encourage
all the ethnic groups
to participate in the
election and go vote.

2020 is a very
special year for all of

us because of the coronavirus pandemic
and the racial issues we are facing. The
biggest challenge our nation faces now
is also on the crowded roads.

We are very happy and proud that we
have a very smart team. We will be
using many different languages in our
coverage, including English, Chinese,
Spanish and Vietnamese in the pages of
the Voters News and will coordinate all
the election action with our Southern TV
and company websites to record the
election history.

Voting is our right and responsibility and
we are urging all of you to use your vote
to make the important decisions for our
country.

Time is running out. Our nation is in a
real crisis. Please go to your neighbors,
friends and colleagues and family
members and join hand to hand to save
our lives and to save our nation.

Voters News is our strong commitment
and represents our willingness to expose
the many issues facing the nation at this
critical time and to build a platform for
politicians and give them an opportunity
to express their opinions.

Finally and foremost, we need your
support, your comments and your
leadership.

0606//3030//20202020
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Children play during Eid al-Fitr, a Muslim festival marking the end of the holy 
fasting month of Ramadan, at a mosque in Kabul, Afghanistan May 24, 2020. 
REUTERS/Mohammad Ismail

High noon in a coronavirus-stricken world

Former police officer Joseph James DeAngelo Jr. speaks at the Sacramento County courtroom 
during a hearing on crimes attributed to the Golden State Killer, in Sacramento, California. 
REUTERS/Fred Greaves    
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A Turkana man walks through a locust swarm near the town of Lodwar, Turkana county, Kenya. REU-
TERS/Baz Ratner

Quarantine millennials face bedtimes and old rules as they move home

Relatives of victims mourn after a passenger ferry capsized in the river Buriganga in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain  

A man who died from the coronavirus is seen wrapped in a body bag at the United Memorial 
Medical Center’s COVID-19 intensive care unit in Houston, Texas.  REUTERS/Callaghan 
O’Hare    

Former Team GB Rhythmic Gymnastic star and dancer Hannah Martin during a training session at Ouse Valley 
Viaduct, following the outbreak of the coronavirus, Sussex, Britain. REUTERS/Matthew Childs    
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Each year, on average, a dizzying 182 million 
tons of dust departs from the western Sahara, 
enough to fill 689,290 semitrucks. These 
clouds of dust make up one of the greatest 
annual migrations on the planet—not animal, 
but mineral. It begins in the Sahara, where 
wind storms levitate enormous plumes of 
desert dust thousands of feet above the surface 
of the Earth. There, in camel-colored wisps 
thousands of miles long, the dust hitchhikes on 
trade winds traveling west, across the Atlantic 
Ocean and Caribbean Sea. Its current track 
has it landing along the U.S. Gulf Coast by 
late Wednesday or Thursday, with it possibly 
affecting in the Houston area with 4th of July 
plans. For those who like to bike or jog at dusk 
or dawn to avoid the summer heat of the day 
— beware.                                                                                                                             
“It would be best if you do not exercise 
outdoors, or just do anything outdoors, to the 
extent reasonably possible,” said Dr. David 
Corry, a pulmonologist at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston.
He said that while inhaling the dust won’t 
cause lung diseases it will enflame existing 
conditions like asthma, sinusitis, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease and emphyse-
ma. For those who suffer from allergies caused 
by household dust mites, the Saharan dust can 
make them worse.

A large dust storm sweeps across downtown 
Phoenix, Arizona, on July 21, 2012.
“Every house has them. There are no excep-
tions,” Corry said. “The proteins that come out 
of these mites can build up in very high levels 
in certain households, particularly those that 
have carpets.” He said people susceptible to al-
lergies can develop a strong immune response 
to dust mites: itchy, watery eyes, runny nose 
and sneezing.
“The dust contains mostly the same kind of 
silica particles that are found in beach sand. 
But they can also carry fungi, insects, plant 
debris and other things that can make allergies 
worse,” Corry said. Could the Sahara dust 
increase transmission of Covid-19, with people 
sneezing more frequently, or make it more 
difficult for those who contract the virus to 
recover?                  
“It’s something to be concerned about. But it’s 
really not known what the effect positive or 
negative of having that dust is in terms of viral 
transmission,” Corry said.

A large dust storm blows in near Lubbock, 
Texas.
But he said the fact people are wearing masks to 
contain spread of Covid-19 has an added benefit. 
“It’s going to keep the dust out of you, and that 
can only be a good thing.” Corry cautioned that 
even those with healthy lungs should stay inside 
if the sky is overcast with dust.
Blown west from the Sahara in North Afri-
ca, the world’s largest hot desert at 3 million 
square miles, clouds of Sahara dust typically 
settle in for summer vacation over the tropical 
North Atlantic in mid-June and start breaking 
up in August. This year’s plume is the worst in 
decades, scientists say. It turned the skies above 
Caribbean islands brownish gray this week on 
its way to the Gulf Coast. Part of the Saharan Air 
Layer, the plumes usually sit 1 to 3 miles above 
the ocean’s surface and are visible in weath-
er satellite photos, according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.                                                                                                                                  
“The Saharan Air Layer is a mass of very dry, 
dusty air that forms over the Sahara Desert 
during the late spring, summer, and early fall, 
and moves over the tropical North Atlantic every 
three to five days,” NOAA says in a primer. 
Astronauts spotted the dust this week from the 
International Space Station.                                                                                                                               
“We flew over this Saharan dust plume today in 
the west central Atlantic. Amazing how large an 
area it covers!” Astronaut Doug Hurley tweeted 
Sunday. The massive plume bodes well for the 
flora of the Amazon rainforest. Scientists say the 
dust contains phosphorous, a vital plant nutrient 
in short supply in the Amazon, and replenishes 
losses of the element from flooding and surface 
runoff.

A 1937 photo of a dust storm approaching 
Springfield, Colorado. The late 1930s in cen-
tral North America were the Dust Bowl years, 
a period where extensive drought and poor 

farming practices led to years of severe dust 
storms and widespread ecological damage.  
The dust plume is not caused by climate change, 
said Dan Reilly, a meteorologist at the Hous-
ton-Galveston office of the National Weather 
Service. But it will tamp down the incidence of 
phenomena experts say are increasing in fre-
quency due to warming ocean surface tempera-
tures: tropical storms.
Humans, however, do not thrive in enormous 
dust plumes. To anyone living in its direct path, 
the dust cloud poses a significant hazard to 
public health. In one sense, there’s never been a 
better time to ask people to wear a mask—every-
one has one. But there’s also never been a worse 
time to be surrounded by a miasma of particulate 
pollution that could trigger preexisting or new 
respiratory conditions. People living in areas 
with high levels of air pollution are more likely 
to die of COVID-19, according to a recent study.
Still, large brown dust storms have a silver 
lining. Though the Saharan clouds may look 
disastrous, they do suppress hurricanes in sev-
eral ways. The dry, dusty storms soak up moist, 
hurricane-friendly air like a sponge and can 
create sinking air and changing winds that tear 
apart baby hurricanes before they get big. 
“The warmth, dryness, and strong winds asso-
ciated with the Saharan Air Layer have been 
shown to suppress tropical cyclone formation 
and intensification,” according to NOAA. Good 
news during a hurricane season. 
Saharan dust clouds make this transcontinental 
trek all the time, and on the way, the dust falls 
and settles in the ocean, in rain forests, and, 
occasionally, on the windshields of unsheltered 
cars. But the gargantuan plume currently making 
its way across the sky, over the Caribbean and 
heading toward the United States, is unusual for 
a Saharan dust cloud, both in volume and den-
sity. “It’s definitely a very significant amount of 
dust,” says Hongbin Yu, an atmospheric scientist 
at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.

 Ethnic Tibetan worshippers enter a monas-
tery to celebrate Monlam, or Great Prayer 

Festival, during a sandstorm in Aba, 
Sichuan province, China, on February 
17, 2008
The Saharan dust cloud is a billowing 
ribbon of life-giving minerals such as iron 
and phosphorus that fertilize the most 
biodiverse oases on the planet, including 
the lush menagerie that is the Amazon rain 
forest. Phosphorus, a vital nutrient for plant 
growth, drains quickly from Amazonian 
soil after rainfall or flooding, escaping into 
waterways, and in the Amazon, abundant 
rain is a given. Luckily, a yearly windfall 
of 22,000 tons of Saharan dust delivers ap-
proximately enough phosphorus to replace 
the minerals leached by rainfall, according 
to a study Yu published in Geophysical 
Research Letters in 2015. And high within 
the jungle canopy, air plants depend on the 
mineral dust for nutrients as it falls slowly 
to Earth, according to Dale Griffin, an envi-
ronmental and public-health microbiologist 
with the U.S. Geological Survey. 
The current supersize Saharan plume is a 
summer storm, which means it’s heading 
northward, forecast to dump its swirling 
mass of particles into iron-limited waters 
of the tropical Eastern Pacific Ocean. If the 
forecasts are true, the impact on the ocean 
could be big, Yu says. The fertilizing effects 
of African dust on this particular oceanic 
biosphere are less studied than their effects 
on the Amazon.
Sea creatures are also thirsty for the pre-
cious minerals of Saharan dust, for better or 
for worse. “If you’re an alga, then you love 
dust,” Griffin says. A 2001 study in Lim-
nology and Oceanography suggested that 
the seasonal windfalls of iron-rich Saharan 
dust become a banquet for red tides, blooms 
of algae that spill into the ocean like dye, 
deplete it of oxygen, and release toxins.                                                                                                                                          
 Dust clouds can also host unwelcome 
stowaways. “These dust clouds carry a 
diverse community of microorganisms, 
some of which have the potential to be plant 
pathogens or human pathogens,” Griffin 
says. Some scientists suggest that the dust 
storms can carry fungal spores or bacteria 
that spread diseases in corals and encourage 
algae blooms. (Courtesy https://www.
courthousenews.com/ and https://www.
theatlantic.com/)
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An Average Of More Than 180 Million Tons Of Saharan  
Dust Are Blown Each Year West From The World’s

Largest Hot Desert, Over The Atlantic To The Americas

Saharan Dust Storm Takes 
Aim At The Texas Gulf Coast

 A Saharan dust plume stretches 2,000 miles west over the Atlantic Ocean as seen by the 
NASA-NOAA Suomi NPP Earth-observing satellite on June 13. (NASA Worldview)

加拿大民眾透明圓頂屋裏做瑜伽加拿大民眾透明圓頂屋裏做瑜伽 保持保持““社交距離社交距離””

加拿大多倫多加拿大多倫多，，民眾參與戶外瑜伽課程民眾參與戶外瑜伽課程，，每個人單獨在壹個透明圓每個人單獨在壹個透明圓
頂小屋裏練習頂小屋裏練習，，以保持社交距離以保持社交距離。。根據加拿大各省截至東部時間根據加拿大各省截至東部時間66月月2121
日日1818::3030公布的新冠肺炎疫情數據統計公布的新冠肺炎疫情數據統計，，過去過去2424小時新增小時新增322322例新冠肺例新冠肺
炎確診病例炎確診病例，，累計確診病例達累計確診病例達101337101337例例。。
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澳大利亞珀斯澳大利亞珀斯，，壹頭調皮的海獅突然浮出水面壹頭調皮的海獅突然浮出水面，，用鰭用鰭““輕拍輕拍””沖浪沖浪
者者，，似乎想幫助沖浪者似乎想幫助沖浪者，，給沖浪者前進的動力給沖浪者前進的動力，，畫面逗趣畫面逗趣。。

重慶動物園為重慶動物園為44只大熊貓慶祝只大熊貓慶祝11歲生日歲生日

重慶動物園的4只大熊貓寶寶“雙雙”“重重”“喜喜”“慶慶”迎來了它們的1歲生日，工作人員不僅為它們送上
用竹葉、竹筍、蘋果、胡蘿蔔等食材制作的“火鍋”蛋糕，還將“愛學習”“愛運動”“愛美麗”“愛美食”字樣紙盒
給它們進行“抓周”，現場參觀遊玩的市民和小朋友唱起生日歌為熊貓寶寶們慶祝生日。
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