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One American city’s model of policing re-
form means building ‘social currency’
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CAMDEN, N.J. (Reuters) - Zsakhiem James, a police 
captain in Camden, New Jersey - once considered the most 
dangerous city in the United States - sees every encounter 
with a resident as an opportunity to build “social currency” 
to prevent or solve a future crime.

That’s why during a tour this week of Federal Street, a 
main thoroughfare through Camden’s business district, he 
preached to two young officers the importance of forging 
personal ties on their beat.

“We try to meet people in the absence of crisis,” James 
told Reuters. “That’s one of the things that helps us build 
that social currency. We make those deposits in the com-
munity where when things happen we can make a with-
drawal on that trust.”

Crime in Camden, a city of 74,000 on the Delaware River 
east of Philadelphia, has dropped since it dissolved its 
police force and rebuilt it in 2013 with a focus on commu-
nity engagement. Officials are quick to point out Camden’s 
protests over the death of George Floyd remained peace-
ful, with some officers taking part, while there was looting 
in Philadelphia.
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Police Lieutenant 
Commander 
Zsakhiem James 
speaks with local 
pharmacy manag-
er Leo Rodriguez 
in Camden, New 
Jersey, U.S. June 
11, 2020. RE-
UTERS/Jessica 
Kourkounis

The force has earned plaudits from former U.S. President 
Barack Obama and is drawing attention as a possible mod-
el of reform after the death of Floyd in Minneapolis police 
custody on May 25. Proposals to rethink policing (here) range 
from banning chokeholds to dismantling police departments 
outright.

To be sure, some critics say the drop in crime in Camden has 
as much to do with the hiring of more officers than a softer 
approach, and that the force has not been fully transparent with 
its disclosures. One resident is suing the department after a 
video showed him being punched by an officer 12 times during 
an arrest.

Still, the statistics point to progress. The police reported 1,161 
violent crime incidents in 2019, down 42 percent since 2012, 
the year before Camden County took over policing from the 
city. Excessive force complaints have also dropped. Three 
were registered for 2019, down from 65 in 2014.

That compares to a 2 percent nationwide drop in violent crime 
rates between 2012 and 2018, that latest year available for data 
compiled by the FBI.

Police Lieutenant Commander Zsakhiem James speaks with 
local pharmacy manager Leo Rodriguez in Camden, New Jer-
sey, U.S. June 11, 2020. REUTERS/Jessica Kourkounis

The Camden County Police Department’s use-of-force policy 
emphasizes respect for “the sanctity of life” and techniques 
to reduce tensions. A training simulator used to teach cadets 
triggers red flags based on the tone of an officer’s voice.

While walking his beat on Federal Street, Alexander Baldwin, 
28, recalled defusing a fight between two men over a woman 
by giving the main instigator space to “vent a little” After a 
year on the job, he says he has yet to draw his gun.

“Just trying to treat them as people and not as some sort 
of criminal helps a lot,” the officer said.

A MODEL?
More than 130 agencies and police executives have visited 
Camden’s command staff over the past four years, according 
to county spokesman Dan Keashen, a number that is likely to 
grow as cities respond to calls to “defund the police”

Devon Jacob, a lawyer representing Edward Minguela in his 
lawsuit accusing Camden police officers of violating his civil 
rights during a 2018 arrest, says the punches delivered to his 
client’s head are proof Camden is not deserving of praise.

“Camden has not reformed itself,” said Jacob, who is also on 
the Floyd family’s legal team and sees parallels with Floyd’s 
case in that other officers at the scene did not intervene to stop 
the punching. “It’s not a model.”
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The U.S. has reached another dire land-
mark in its fight against COVID-19, 
surpassing 2 million confirmed cases on 
Wednesday. New coronavirus infections 
are rising in at least 20 states, even as re-
strictions on daily life continue to ease 
across the country.
As of Thursday morning, more than 
112,000 people have died from 
COVID-19 in the U.S. — the most fatal-
ities reported by any nation, according to 
a tracker from Johns Hopkins University. 
And most experts believe those numbers 
underestimate the true toll.                                                
The latest data also reflects the difficul-
ty of quashing the coronavirus. While 
some early hot spots such as New York 
state have seen a sustained drop in new 
cases, COVID-19 hospitalizations have 
swelled recently in places like Texas, Ar-
izona, Arkansas and California.
Texas set new records for COVID-19 
hospitalizations on three consecutive 
days this week, with a total of 2,153 
hospitalized patients on Wednesday. The 
state was among the first to start the re-

opening process, and Gov. Greg Abbott 
is moving forward with plans to raise 
occupancy limits for bars, restaurants, 
amusement parks and other businesses.

A patient is taken from an ambulance 
to the emergency room of a hospital in 
the Navajo Nation town of Tuba City, 
Ariz., on May 24. Weeks of delays in 
delivering vital coronavirus aid to Na-
tive American tribes exacerbated the 
outbreak, according to Navajo Nation 
President Jonathan Nez. 
Mark Ralston/AFP via Getty Images
Florida is seeing its own new surge, with 
more people testing positive for the coro-
navirus on Saturday than on any day in 

the past two months. Since June 2, the 
state has reported more than 1,000 new 
cases every day, even as the number of 
COVID-19 deaths has dropped to double 
digits.
Arizona has reported an average of 
more than 1,000 new cases every day 
this week — the highest per capita rate 
in the U.S. Underscoring the crisis, the 
health department said Tuesday that only 
a quarter of the state’s beds in intensive 
care units are currently available.
Public health experts say these surges 
should not be dismissed as a result of 
more testing.
“It’s very clear that it’s a real increase 
in community spread,” Will Humble, 
executive director of the Arizona Public 
Health Association, tells member station 
KJZZ in Phoenix. “It’s not some artifact 
of additional testing.”                                                                                                          
Ashish Jha, director of the Harvard 
Global Health Institute, says that nation-
wide, “we’re identifying between 20,000 
and 25,000 new cases a day, and about 
800 to 1,000 people a day are dying of 
this virus.”
The national numbers remain stubbornly 
high. Often, when one state gains a mea-
sure of control over COVID-19, another 
seems to report a new spike.

Maryland, for instance, hasn’t reported 
more than 1,000 daily cases on average 
in at least three weeks. But North Car-
olina is now averaging more than 1,000 
cases daily — well above its daily aver-
age of 517 just three weeks ago.
Even in states with smaller overall num-
bers of cases, such as Oregon, South 
Carolina and Alaska, the rate of new in-
fections has risen by more than 100% in 
the past two weeks. That is driving con-
cern that the loosening of virus controls 
is driving the new surge.
All 50 U.S. states had begun easing their 

restrictions as of last month. By early 
June, only a few states still had stay-at-
home orders in place. And Americans 
have eagerly returned to some of their 
old routines — a development backed by 
cellphone data.
The data suggest people in the U.S. are 
moving around at a level that’s up to 
about two-thirds of what it was before 
shutdown rules were implemented. This 
supports the idea that the new increases 
are real, not just a result of more testing. 
Since late May, thousands of people have 
left their homes to go back to work, to 
shop, to socialize and to visit bars and 
restaurants. And that’s how the virus can 
spread.
As states continue to loosen limits, health 
experts are urging people not to become 
complacent — to follow habits that help 
to slow the coronavirus, such as washing 
hands, maintaining a physical distance of 
at least 6 feet from others, and wearing a 
face mask when in close contact.

A visitor takes a selfie at Universal 
Studios theme park on June 5, the first 
day of the park’s reopening during 
the coronavirus pandemic in Orlan-
do, Fla. (Photo/Newton/AFP via Getty 
Image)
“It seems that we, the U.S., has given up 
and accepted this disease as a facet of 
life,” says Jeffrey Shaman of the Colum-
bia University School of Public Health. 
“It didn’t have to be this way, and it still 
doesn’t going forward.”
The national tally of 2 million cases in-
cludes nearly 525,000 people who have 
recovered from the disease. But the U.S. 
total represents more than 25% of the 
world’s cases — an outsize impact on a 
country with less than 5% of the world’s 
population.
It’s a drastic change from March, when 

90% of the world’s COVID-19 cases 
were reported in just four countries: Chi-
na, Italy, Iran and South Korea.
Since then, the pandemic has hit the U.S. 
hard. And with states now pushing to re-
turn to normal, public health experts are 
concerned.
“I’m definitely worried,” says Dr. Bill 
Miller the senior associate dean for re-
search at Ohio State University’s college 
of public health. “As places have been 
opening up, many people are taking it 
as a message that everything is OK and 
back to normal.”
He adds: “I’m definitely worried that 
we’re going to see some upswings, may-
be not everywhere, but in many places 
across the country.” (Courtesy npr.org)
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U.S. Hits Two Million COVID-19
Cases As Many States See

A Steady Surge Of Patients

Visitors to the River Walk pass a restaurant that reopened in San Antonio last 
last month. Like other states, Texas continues to reopen despite the persistence 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. (Photo/Gay/AP)

Stay Home!          Wash Your Hands!

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

After the Seattle Police Department
vacated the East Precinct last Monday
night, the protesters against the killing of
George Floyd established a zone known
as CHAZ Capital Hill Autonomous Zone
and changed the name from Seattle
Police Department to Seattle People
Department. A federal judge in Seattle
has ordered local police to stop using
teargas, pepper spray and other strong
force against the nonviolent protesters.

Black Lives Matter protesters negotiated
with local officers Friday over their terms
for leaving the six block area that they
have controlled for most of the week.
They are demanding that the police
department budget be cut in half to help

the local black community.

In Washington, President Trump has
threatened to intervene by using military
force, but Seattle Mayor Jenny Durban
said that action would be unlawful and
illegal.

It is so sad what is happening in Seattle.
The people need to express their views
by taking over the city streets. In this
time of national tragedy, we are
witnessing demonstrations all over the
country with the coronavirus still not
under control. Not only the black
community is suffering, but all of us are
also fighting for survival.

In Washington we really need to have
strong leadership from the Congress and
government to come to a solution for our
country. Both Republicans and
Democrats are thinking about the
November election and how to get the
votes to win. They ignore the basic issue
facing our nation. When Congress drafts

a police reform bill, we need to do it in a
bipartisan way. We need to consider the
rising crime rate in the nation. Cutting
the police budget is not the solution at all.

As the most powerful nation in the world,
we can’t isolate from the rest of the
world.
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Nation Is InNation Is In
ChaosChaos



A man walks across the street over freshly painted sign that reads ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ near Seattle Police Department East Precinct, June 11. REUTERS/
Goran Tomasevic

A sign with demands for Seattle police and the city of Seattle hangs on a fence as protesters 
establish what they call an autonomous zone, June 10, 2020. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson

Tents populate a grassy field at Cal Anderson Park as protesters establish what they call an au-
tonomous zone near the department’s East Precinct, June 11, 2020. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson

C3

Editor’s Choice

A message written on the side of the Seattle Police Department’s East Precinct warns others not to break 
inside the building, June 10, 2020. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson

Protesters walk down previously-blocked streets near the Seattle Police Department’s East Pre-
cinct after the building was vacated, June 8. REUTERS/Jason Redmond

Voters line up at Christian City, an assisted living home, to cast their ballots after 
Democratic and Republican primaries were delayed due to coronavirus restrictions 
in Union City, Georgia. REUTERS/Dustin Chambers  

MORE

A police officer walks in front of Seattle Police Department East Precinct in Seattle, June 11. 
REUTERS/Goran Tomasevic

Protesters who identify as people of color stand as a speaker encourages white attendees to sit as protesters estab-
lish what they call an autonomous zone, June 10, 2020. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson
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Texas reported a record-breaking 
number of COVID-19 hospitalizations 
Monday since the governor reopened 
the state to more businesses and double 
capacity. Texas Department of State 
Health Services figures show 1,935 peo-
ple were admitted as hospital patients 
for coronavirus-related treatment. That 
is up from a previous record of 1,888 on 
May 5. The department’s new figures 
were released as Gov. Greg Abbott 
moves forward with a plan to open bars, 
restaurants, amusement parks and other 
businesses to 50% capacity. Abbott led 
most of the nation’s governors in allow-
ing Texas to lift statewide stay-at-home 
orders and urging businesses to reopen 
at limited capacity on May 1.
But even in states where officials left 
stringent restrictions in place, the num-
ber of newly diagnosed cases are rising. 
About 20 states, including California 
and Arizona, have also reported a rise 
in COVID-19 cases in recent weeks, 
according to The New York Times. 
Meanwhile, state leaders have come 
under increasing pressure to restart the 
economy.

The pattern holds true worldwide. On 
Monday, the World Health Organization 
warned that the outbreak is worsening 
around the globe. The U.N. body said 
the world had recorded its highest daily 
jump of cases — 136,000. And the Unit-
ed States and Brazil continue to report 
the highest number of new cases on a 
daily basis with roughly 20,000 each.                                               

Texas Governor Greg Abbott.
Meanwhile, virus experts and epidemi-
ologists are concerned that the recent 
protests that have cascaded across the 
country since the killing of George 
Floyd on Memorial Day will lead to 
an unprecedented spike in coronavirus 
cases.
In Texas, the availability of intensive 
care beds and ventilators — 1,600 and 
5,800 respectively — have been seen as 
markers of improvement and evidence 

that it is time to reopen the economy.
Some officials have stated that the 
increase in cases has more to do with 
the spread of testing. Some counties are 
now including prison testing results in 
their data, which is driving reporting 
rates up. And the numbers are likely to 
continue to rise. On Monday, Abbott 
pledged to increase testing “in under-
served and minority communities that 
have been disproportionately impacted 
by the virus.” Throughout Texas, more 
than 75,000 people have been infected 
and more than 1,800 others have died 
from COVID-19, according to Johns 
Hopkins University. (Courtesy npr.org)
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An Important Healt Message From                                                                                                   
R. Todd Hurst MD, FACCBoard-certi-

fied cardiologist

The COVID-19 Risk Factor 
You Can Control
If you are concerned about your risk 
from COVID-19, then you should know 
that there may be significant opportu-
nities to lower your risk beyond hand 
washing and social distancing.
COVID-19 is stabilizing or decreasing 
in many parts of the world, and this is 
good news. However, many experts 
predict the pandemic is far from over, 
and the worse may be yet to come. The 
concern is there may be further surges 
in COVID-19 with the world starting to 
open. And healthcare organizations are 
worried that a flood of COVID-19 pa-
tients, in addition to those with seasonal 
flu this fall and winter, may overwhelm 
their limited resources and prevent them 
from providing care to all who need it.
These uncertainties are of concern to me 
and many of my patients. There is so 
much that is not in our control – but, it’s 
important to remember that there is also 
much that is within our control.

 Our knowledge about COVID-19 
grows daily, and it has become clear that 

certain people are at particularly high 
risk from COVID-19. It was recognized 
early in the pandemic that those over 65 
years of age are a high-risk group. And 
it is becoming increasingly apparent that 
those who are not in good health, such 
as those with unhealthy weight, diabe-
tes, or heart disease, are also particularly 
vulnerable to COVID-19.
For example, one database has shown 
that less than 1% of those who have 
died from COVID-19 were previously 
healthy and did not have conditions 
such as diabetes, hypertension, cancer, 
immunodeficiency, lung, heart, liver, or 
kidney disease.
Besides prior health issues, being over-
weight also may be a powerful predictor 
of risk from COVID-19. One study 
showed that those with COVID-19 and 
a body mass index higher than 35 Kg/
m2 were over seven times more likely 
to need to be on a ventilator. And death 
rates for those needing a ventilator with 
COVID-19 have been reported to be 
80% or more.
Here is why this information is so 
important to all of us. This virus attacks 
those who are the most vulnerable, and 
there is ample opportunity to make 
yourself less vulnerable.
If you are fortunate enough to be 
healthy, it is vitally important to stay 
that way. And the best ways to stay 
healthy are to be active, eat nutritious 
food in proper amounts, keep your 
blood pressure, cholesterol, and sugar 
numbers in the optimal range, and avoid 
toxins like smoking and excess alcohol.

 What if you already have health issues? 
Then these healthful actions are likely 

even more critical.
Much has been written about how stay 
at home orders have taken a toll on 
our health. During this time of high 
stress and disruption of routines, it is a 
challenge to eat well and to stay active. 
Many people are reporting weight gain, 
and phrases such as the “Quarantine 15” 
(pounds gained) have become popular.
If you are one of us whose healthy hab-
its have slipped during these challeng-
ing times, this  a reminder and further 
incentive to develop the daily habits that 
lead to better health.
Many of us are facing financial and so-
cial stress in addition to concerns about 
COVID-19. I understand that adding 
worries about your health may seem like 
too much. However, healthy habits such 
as physical activity, getting adequate 
sleep, and practicing stress management 
techniques can be incredibly effective 
ways to manage the anxiety and depres-
sion that can come with challenging 
times.

 Take some time to think about what 
would be most beneficial for you and 
your health – is it being more active, 
eating better quality food, getting more 
sleep, or a telemedicine visit with your 
physician? Any of these actions, or 
many others, may provide critically 
important short- and long-term benefits 
for how you feel, the quality of your 
life, and your health.
Until we have an effective and safe 
vaccine, it will be important to con-
tinue to minimize your risk of getting 
COVID-19 by washing your hands fre-
quently and practicing social distancing 
guidelines. And, as stay at home orders 
are being lifted, practicing healthy 
habits to keep your body strong may be 
just as important. Stay well. (Courtesy 
https://blogs.webmd.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Texas Reports Record-Breaking COVID-19 
Hospitalizations Increase Since State Reopened

Visitors to the River Walk in San Antonio pass a reopened restaurant. Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott announced bars and bowling alleys are on the list of busi-
nesses that can reopen at 25%, and restaurants can increase to 50% capacity 
as the state continues to go through phases to reopen. (May 18, 2020) (Photo/
Gay-AP)

【美南新聞記者泉深報道】【美南新聞記
者泉深報道】隨著世界上爭相生產有效的Cov-
id-19疫苗，一些專家正在將注意力轉向脊髓灰
質炎疫苗，以提供針對冠狀病毒的臨時保護。

專家小組星期四在《科學》雜誌上寫道，
有大量證據表明，諸如小兒麻痺症疫苗之類的
現有疫苗可以保護兒童免受廣泛的感染，值得
嘗試對付新型冠狀病毒。該團隊包括一名發現
HIV的科學家和一名來自美國食品和藥物管理局
的病毒學家。

研究小組表示，口服脊髓灰質炎疫苗安全
，便宜，易於使用且易於獲得，每年在140多個
國家/地區生產和使用超過10億劑疫苗，該疫苗
已在世界範圍內根除了脊髓灰質炎。

口服脊髓灰質炎疫苗使用弱化的脊髓灰質
炎病毒，減毒活疫苗產生強大而持久的免疫反
應。疫苗專家說， 它們比僅使用病毒遺傳物質
的現代疫苗生產速度慢，並且從事冠狀病毒疫
苗的美國和歐洲公司都在關注更快的方法。

FDA 的康斯坦丁·楚馬科夫（Konstantin
Chumakov）和馬裏蘭大學人類病毒學研究所的
羅伯特·加洛（Robert Gallo）博士及其同事說，
至少要對其進行測試，以檢查它是否對冠狀病
毒有幫助，才有意義。

加洛共同發現了導致艾滋病的病毒，而楚
馬科夫是FDA疫苗部門的研究副主任。

他們寫道：“我們建議使用口服脊髓灰質
炎疫苗（OPV)來改善或預防COVID-19。脊髓灰
質炎病毒和冠狀病毒都是正鏈RNA病毒，因此

，它們很可能會誘導並受到普通先天免疫
機制的影響，” “……特別是口服脊髓
灰質炎病毒疫苗可以提供針對冠狀病毒疾
病的臨時保護。”

他們寫道，口服脊髓灰質炎疫苗會產
生群體效應。當特定人群中的大多數
（70％至90％）對傳染病產生免疫力時
，即達到了群體免疫力，這是因為他們已
被感染並康複，或者是通過疫苗接種起到
保護作用。

楚馬科夫和加洛及其同事寫道，除了
保護脆弱的個體之外，它還可以通過增加
不敏感個體的比例來防止新型冠狀病毒傳
播。

他們補充說：“由OPV引起的並發症
風險極低。”它可以引起脊髓灰質炎樣並
發症，但僅在每叁百萬例如中約有一例，
主要發生在免疫功能低下的兒童中。

他們寫道：“其他減毒活疫苗，例如
針對麻疹和天花的減毒疫苗，也具有明顯
的針對傳染病的非特異性保護作用。”

他們補充說：“在非洲，當社區引入
麻疹疫苗時，兒童的總死亡率下降了
50％以上，其下降幅度遠遠超過僅基於
預防麻疹死亡的預期。”

根據疾病控制和預防中心的說法，OPV不
再在美國獲得許可或可用，但仍在世界某些地
區使用。兒童可通過口中滴入疫苗劑量達到預
防作用。

冠狀病毒已在美國感染了超過200萬人，
並殺死了近114,000人。由於時間表不斷變化，
因此尚不確定何時可以購買冠狀病毒疫苗，但
目標是明年。

世界各地正在開發的疫苗處於不同的測試

階段。美國國家過敏和傳染病研究所所長安東
尼·福西博士說，他相信其中一種候選疫苗將在
2021年第一季度被證明是安全有效的。

(圖片來自網絡，版權歸原作者）

【【重磅重磅】】現有的脊髓灰質炎疫苗可以產生現有的脊髓灰質炎疫苗可以產生
群體免疫群體免疫，，可能有助于預防冠狀病毒可能有助于預防冠狀病毒
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