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Protests flare around the United States 
over Minneapolis killing
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MINNEAPOLIS (Reuters) - Violent protests flared over-
night in several U.S. cities as demonstrators vented their 
anger over the killing of George Floyd, a black man who 
died in Minneapolis this week after a white police officer 
knelt on his neck.

From Minneapolis to New York City, Atlanta and Wash-
ington, protesters clashed with police in a rising tide of 
anger over the treatment of minorities by law enforcement.

The demonstrations broke out for a fourth night despite 
prosecutors announcing on Friday that the policeman 
filmed kneeling on Floyd’s neck, Derek Chauvin, had been 
arrested on third-degree murder and manslaughter charges.

Three other officers have been fired and are being in-
vestigated in connection with Monday’s incident, which 
reignited rage that civil rights activists said has long sim-
mered in Minneapolis and cities across the country over 
persistent racial bias in the U.S. criminal justice system.

In Detroit late on Friday, a 19-year-old man was shot dead 
at a demonstration by a suspect who fired from a sport 
utility vehicle then fled, local media reported. Police could 
not immediately be reached for comment.

Many of the protesters chanted, “No justice, no peace,” 
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and some carried signs that read, “End police brutality” and “I 
won’t stop yelling until everyone can breathe.”

In the video of Floyd’s death, filmed by a bystander, the 
46-year-old could be heard repeatedly pleading with the offi-
cers and telling them he could not breathe.

Thousands of demonstrators also filled the streets of New York 
City’s Brooklyn borough near the Barclays Center arena. Po-
lice armed with batons and pepper spray made scores of arrests 
in sometimes violent clashes.

Community members survey damaged businesses after another 
night of continued demonstrations after African-American man 
George Floyd was killed May 25 while in police custody in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S., May 30, 2020. REUTERS/Leah 
Millis
In lower Manhattan, demonstrators at a “We can’t breathe” 
rally demanded legislation to outlaw the chokehold used by a 
city police officer in the 2014 death of Eric Garner, who was 
also black.

In Washington, police and Secret Service agents deployed in 
force around the White House before dozens of demonstrators 
gathered across the street in Lafayette Square.

President Donald Trump said early on Saturday that he had 
watched the whole thing from his window, and, if the demon-
strators had breached the fence, “they would have been greeted 
with the most vicious dogs, and most ominous weapons, I have 

ever seen.”

“That’s when people would have been really badly hurt, at 
least,” Trump wrote on Twitter. “Many Secret Service agents 
just waiting for action.

CHAOS IN ATLANTA
In Atlanta, Bernice King, the youngest daughter of civil rights 
icon Martin Luther King Jr., implored people to go home on 
Friday night after more than 1,000 protesters marched 
to the state capitol and blocked traffic on an interstate 
highway.

The demonstration turned violent at points. Fires burned near 
the CNN Center, the network’s headquarters, and windows 
were smashed at its lobby. At least one police car was among 
several vehicles burnt. Police pushed back the crowd, but they 
hurled bottles at officers.

Georgia Governor Brian Kemp declared a state of emergency 
in Atlanta and activated the Georgia National Guard, send-
ing as many as 500 soldiers to guard property, as the protests 
moved from downtown to the affluent Buckhead neighbor-
hood.

News broadcasts showed officers making several arrests, but 
police provided few details Saturday morning.

Protesters also took to the streets in other cities including Den-
ver, Houston and Louisville, Kentucky.
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(Reuters) - For Claudia Alejandra, unemployment has 
become a full-time job.

Claudia Alejandra, 37, furloughed from her job at the 
makeup counter at Macy’s amid the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), poses for a portrait near a lake in Orlando, 
Florida, U.S., March 6, 2020. REUTERS/Kevin Kolczynski
Since losing her position at the makeup counter at the 
Macy’s department store in Orlando, Florida, on March 
28, Alejandra spends her days trying to secure the un-
employment benefits that should have arrived weeks ago, 
sometimes placing more than 100 calls a day.

The online application, a 10-hour ordeal of error mes-
sages, ended with a notice that her identity could not be 
verified. If she’s lucky, she’ll reach a representative who 
will say there’s nothing they can do to help. Otherwise, it’s 
a busy signal, or an hours-long wait on hold, followed by a 
sudden hang-up.

Alejandra, 37, cashed out her retirement fund — $800, a 
year’s worth of savings — to make the monthly payments 
on her 2010 Mazda, but doesn’t know how she’ll pay the 
rent for her studio apartment or her phone bill. Lon-
ger-term goals — a promotion, a family, a house of her 
own — seem even more elusive.

Alejandra’s experience is similar to that of more than two 
dozen Americans thrown out of work during the coro-
navirus pandemic who Reuters interviewed over the past 
week.
While U.S. government guidelines say jobless workers 
who qualify for assistance should get payments within 
three weeks of applying, many — like Alejandra — are 
waiting twice that long. Increasingly desperate, some are 
lining up at food banks or bargaining with landlords to 
postpone bills. Most fill their days seeking answers from 
overwhelmed state bureaucracies.

Alejandra has not heard anything from the state — 

‘The government is failing us’: Laid-off 
Americans struggle in coronavirus crisis

though she has gotten a fundraising email 
from Republican Senator Rick Scott, who set 
up the current unemployment system during 
his tenure as governor.
“I feel like the government is failing us,” she 
said in a telephone interview.
Florida has overhauled and expanded the 
computer system and brought in 2,000 
agents to field calls, and plans an investiga-
tion of the system’s failings, Governor Ron 
DeSantis said at a Monday news conference. 
People who applied in March and haven’t 
gotten payments yet likely have not provided 
all of the required information or might not 

be eligible, he said.
“You’ve started to see a really significant 
volume of payments going out, and it’s 
really taken a major overhaul behind the 
scenes,” he said. His office did not re-
spond to an email with detailed questions 
on the situation.
In the past six weeks, states have strug-
gled to process over 33 million jobless 
claims, more than they typically see in a 
year. That figure does not capture those 
who have been unable to even file a claim 
due to bureaucratic hurdles — up to 14 
million more, according to an Econom-

ic Policy Institute study released last 
week.
The Reuters interviews across four 
states — Florida, Michigan, Arizona 
and Minnesota — revealed a wide 
disparity in whether or when people 
received payments depending on 
where they live. In Minnesota, where 
state employees field queries on social 
media platforms as well as by phone, 
six out of seven jobless people said they 
were getting benefits — sometimes 
more than they were earning before.

Meghan Lind-
sey smokes a 
cigarette while 
swinging, as her 
daughter Brae-
lyn, 9, looks on 
from the porch 
at their home 
in Neosho, 
Missouri, May 
16, 2020. The 
coronavirus 
pandemic has 
restricted al-
most everyone’s 
freedoms but 
for Missouri 
nurse Lindsey

BUSINESS

President Donald Trump announced 
Friday in the Rose Garden at the White 
House during an announcement about 
U.S. trade relations with China and Hong 
Kong that the United States will cut for-
mally ties with the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO).                                                               
In the face of a global pandemic and pro-
tests across the country, President Donald 
Trump announced at a Friday afternoon 
news conference that the U.S. is ending its 
partnership with the World Health Orga-
nization.
 “We will be terminating our relationship 
with the World Health Organization and 
redirecting those funds to other worldwide 
and deserving urgent global public health 
needs,” he said during a statement in the 
Rose Garden of the White House.
Trump said his decision comes after “they 
[WHO] have failed to make the request-
ed and greatly needed reforms” after their 
“role in helping China lie and conceal the 
seriousness of the Wuhan virus.” He says 
all funds will be redirected to other health 
organizations.
“The world needs answers from China 
on the virus. We must have transparency. 

Why is it that China shut off infected peo-
ple from Wuhan to all other parts of Chi-
na?” he added. “It didn’t go to Beijing, it 
went nowhere else, but they allowed them 
to freely travel throughout the world, in-
cluding Europe and the United States.”

“China has total control over the World 
Health Organization despite only pay-
ing $40 million per year compared to 
what the United States has been paying, 
which is approximately $450 million a 
year,” Trump said during a news con-
ference in the White House Rose Gar-
den.
Trump has repeatedly criticized the 
WHO’s response to the coronavirus, 
which has hit the U.S. worse than any oth-
er country, amid scrutiny of his own ad-
ministration’s response to the pandemic. 
He has claimed the WHO is “China-cen-

tric” and blames the agency for advising 
against China travel bans early in the out-
break. 
“Fortunately, I was not convinced and sus-
pended travel from China saving untold 
numbers of lives,” Trump said April 14. 
The agency has defended its initial re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic, say-
ing it gave world leaders enough time to 
intervene early in the outbreak.
The agency declared Covid-19 a global 
health emergency on Jan. 30 when there 
were only 82 cases outside of China and 
zero deaths, WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said during 
a press conference on May 1. “Meaning, 
the world had enough time to intervene.”
The WHO has also defended China, saying 
as far back as February that the country’s 
response to the virus was an improvement 
from past outbreaks such as SARS.

Trump announced on Friday that the 
U.S. will be cutting ties with the Word 
Health Organization.
Earlier this month, Trump threatened to 
permanently cut off U.S. funding of the 
WHO. In a letter, he said that if the WHO 
“does not commit to major substantive 
improvements within the next 30 days, I 
will make my temporary freeze of United 
States funding to the World Health Or-
ganization permanent and reconsider our 
membership in the organization.”
On Friday, Trump said the WHO “failed 
to make the requested greatly needed 
reform” and the U.S. “will be today ter-
minating our relationship with the World 
Health Organization and redirecting those 
funds to other worldwide and deserving 
urgent global public health needs.”
The WHO’s funding runs in two-year bud-
get cycles. For the 2018 and 2019 fund-
ing cycle, the U.S. paid a $237 million 
required assessment as well as $656 mil-
lion in voluntary contributions, averag-

ing $446 million a year and representing 
about 14.67% of its total budget, accord-
ing to WHO spokesman Tarik Jasarevic. 
It’s unclear exactly what mechanism 
Trump intends to use to terminate WHO 
funding, much of which is appropriated by 
Congress. The president typically does not 
have the authority to unilaterally redirect 
congressional funding.
On May 20, WHO officials said they wor-
ried the agency’s emergency programs 
would suffer if the president permanently 
pulled U.S. funding from the international 
agency.
Most funding from the United States goes 
directly out to the program that helps 
countries in “all sorts of fragile and dif-
ficult settings,” Dr. Mike Ryan, executive 
director of WHO’s health emergencies 
program, said at the time. 

“We’ll obviously have to work with oth-
er partners to ensure those funds can still 
flow,” Ryan said. “This is going to be a 
major implication for delivering essential 
health services to some of the most vul-
nerable people in the world, and we trust 
developed donors will, if necessary, step 
in to fill that gap.”
The WHO started sounding the alarm on 
the outbreak in China in mid-January. On 
March 11, WHO officials declared the 
outbreak a pandemic, when there were 
just 121,000 global cases. The virus has 
now infected more than 5.8 million peo-
ple worldwide, including more than 1.73 
million in the U.S., according to data com-
piled by Johns Hopkins University. 
The novel coronavirus pandemic has now 
killed more than 362,000 people world-
wide. Over 5.8 million across the globe 
have been diagnosed with COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the new respiratory 
virus, according to data compiled by the 
Center for Systems Science and Engineer-
ing at Johns Hopkins University. The actu-
al numbers are believed to be much higher 

due to testing shortages, unreported cases 
and suspicions that some governments 
are hiding the scope of their nations’ out-
breaks. The United States is the world’s 
most-affected country, with more than 
1.7 million diagnosed cases and at least 
102,201 deaths.
Trump had previously frozen funding to 
the WHO, claiming that the organization 
bowed to pressure from China and was 
overly trusting on their early information 
about the spread of the coronavirus. He 
also took issue with the WHO’s criticism 
of travel bans.

Still, severing ties with the organization is 
a drastic step. Experts say that if the US 
severs ties with the WHO, there could be 
catastrophic consequences to global pub-
lic health. The US contributes hundreds of 
millions of dollars to its efforts. “It’s sur-
real to even be having this conversation, 
since it’s so hard to get one’s head around 
the massive implications,” Rebecca Katz, 
director of the Center for Global Health 
Science and Security at Georgetown Uni-
versity, told Nature this week.
The action could also impair the global 
response to COVID-19. The WHO is the 
central coordinating body for global pub-
lic health emergencies. It’s currently orga-
nizing an international clinical trial inves-
tigating drugs that could treat COVID-19, 
and was pivotal in spurring early response 
to the disease, declaring a global public 
health emergency in January. The orga-
nization also supports the pandemic re-
sponse in under-resourced countries.
President Donald Trump’s move to sev-
er the U.S. relationship with the World 
Health Organization has been met with 
severe criticism at home and abroad, with 
the United Nations secretary-general say-
ing “now is not the time” for such a dras-
tic move while the coronavirus pandemic 
is gripping the globe. (Courtesy https://
www.cnbc.com/)
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Trump Cuts Ties To WHO -
World Health Organization

U.S. President Donald Trump makes an announcement about U.S. trade rela-
tions with China and Hong Kong in the Rose Garden of the White House in 
Washington, May 29, 2020.  The president also announced ending ties with the 
World Health Organization during his presentation. (Photo/Reuters)                                                                                                                                        

Stay Home!           Work Safe!



Children play during Eid al-Fitr, a Muslim festival marking the end of the holy 
fasting month of Ramadan, at a mosque in Kabul, Afghanistan May 24, 2020. 
REUTERS/Mohammad Ismail

High noon in a coronavirus-stricken world

Protesters react as they set fire to the entrance of a police station as demonstrations continue 
after a white police officer was caught on a bystander’s video pressing his knee into the neck of 
George Floyd
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A boy looks out of a bus window as teachers prepare to board government chartered buses to go back 
to schools in countryside towns scheduled to reopen next week, in Dakar, Senegal. REUTERS/Zohra 
Bensemra    

Quarantine millennials face bedtimes and old rules as they move home

A man is injured after being hit in the head by an object at a protest near the Minne-
apolis Police third precinct after a white police officer was caught on a bystander’s 
video pressing his knee into the neck of African-American man George Floyd

Protesters gather around after setting fire to the entrance of a police station as demonstrations 
continue after a white police officer was caught on a bystander’s video pressing his knee into 
the neck of George Floyd, 

A member of the Three Percent Militia hangs an effigy of Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear during a “Patriot 
Day 2nd Amendment Rally” in support of gun rights at the State Capitol in Frankfort, Kentucky, May 24, 2020. 
REUTERS/Bryan Woolston



Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Cantonese and Mandarin
• The Woodlands Clinic
• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Kingwood Clinic
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

Whether you’re new 
to Kelsey-Seybold or 
a current patient, you 
have a choice of where 
you can safely get care. 
Call our 24/7 Contact 
Center at 713-442-0000 
to schedule a same-
day or next-day virtual 
Video Visit or, for non-
respiratory illnesses, an 
in-person appointment 
at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
near you.

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including 
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
kelsey-seybold.com
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 New Zealand has a single novel coro-
navirus case after reporting a week of no 
new infections, the Ministry of Health 
confirmed on Friday local time.
By the numbers: Nearly 6 million people 
have tested positive for COVID-19 and 
over 2.3 million have recovered from the 
virus. Over 357,000 people have died glob-
ally. The U.S. has reported the most cases 
in the world with over 1.6 million.
• The U.K. has confirmed over 37,500 
deaths from the virus — the most fatalities 
outside the U.S. Brazil has the most cases 
beyond the U.S. (over 411,200).
What’s Happening Globally: Turkey 
will lift restrictions on intercity travel and 
allow several public places to reopen June 
1, President Tayyip Erdogan said on Thurs-
day, per Reuters.
• The European Union is considering an 
$826 billion coronavirus rescue package to 
fund recovery efforts for all member states, 

European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen said Wednesday.
• France’s health ministry advised doctors 
on Wednesday that hydroxychloroquine 
“should not be prescribed” to coronavirus 
patients, citing a lack of evidence as to the 
drug’s benefits.
• Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 
tweeted his support for the European 
Union’s proposed €750 billion coronavirus 
rescue package on Wednesday, saying the 
package “includes many of our demands.”
• Japan is preparing a second stimulus 
package worth $1.1 trillion, or about 40% 
of the country’s gross domestic product, 
Reuters first reported Tuesday.
• French President Emmanuel Macron said 
Tuesday the government would provide a 
$8.8 billion aid package for the auto indus-
try, as 400,000 cars remained unsold after 
an 80% sales decline compared to the same 
time in 2019, per CNN.

 

Coronavirus around the globe.
• Mexico reported its highest single-day 
death toll on Tuesday, after 501 people 
died from the coronavirus, per data from 
Johns Hopkins and the country’s health 
ministry.
• Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
the country’s annual military parade would 
take place on June 24, despite rising coro-
navirus cases.
• The White House announced Sunday 
the United States would suspend entry of 
non-U.S. citizens who have been in Brazil 
in the past 14 days in an attempt to stop the 
imported spread of the virus.
• U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
sparked backlash after coming out in 
support of Dominic Cummings Sunday, 
after an investigation found the top aide 
had traveled 260 miles in April to visit 
his parents while exhibiting coronavirus 
symptoms.
• Germany reported over 100 coronavi-
rus cases stemming from a single day of 
church services.
• Italy plans to reopen all airports begin-
ning June 3 as restrictions on public trans-
portation are eased, Transport Minister 
Paola De Micheli said during Wednesday’s 
parliamentary session. New cases in the 
country have largely plateaued in recent 
weeks, per Johns Hopkins.
• India has extended its lockdown through 
the end of May.
The big picture: Policy responses to the 
crisis have been every-country-for-itself 
and — in the case of the U.S. and China 
— tinged with geopolitical rivalry. But the 
scientific work underway to understand 
the virus and develop a vaccine has been 
globalized on an unprecedented scale.
Coronavirus symptoms include: Fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, repeated shak-
ing with chills, muscle pain, headaches, 
sore throat and a loss of taste or smell.
Related
Some Countries Have 
Brought New Cases Down To 

Nearly Zero. How Did They 
Do It?
Daily vs. Total confirmed COVID-19 
cases
Shown below is the 7-day rolling average of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases. The number                                                                               
of confirmed cases is lower than the number 
of total cases. The main reason for this is 
limited testing.

 

Over the past month, Hong  Kong 
has  averaged one new con-
firmed coronavirus case a day.                                                                                                                                             
Taiwan has reported only one case in the 
past three weeks. The situation is similar 
in Vietnam. Although the number of coro-
navirus cases continues to grow globally, 
there are places that have managed to 
successfully control COVID-19.
New Zealand’s Triumph
Perhaps the greatest success story is New 
Zealand, which has stopped local transmis-
sion and has a plan to completely eliminate 
the virus from its territory.
“The lesson is that it can be done,” says 
Siouxsie Wiles, an associate professor of 
microbiology in New Zealand. “Obviously, 
the longer you leave it, and the more cases 
there are, the harder it becomes. But that 
doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t try.”
But it wasn’t just scientists who led the 
charge. Wiles — and many other New 
Zealanders — give much of the credit for 
their country’s success to the swift and de-
cisive leadership of Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern in March.
“Our prime minister made the decision 
that she did not want what was happening 
in Italy to happen in New Zealand,” Wiles 
says. In mid-March, as cases were explod-
ing in Italy and Spain, Ardern ordered any-
one entering New Zealand into quarantine. 
At that point, the country had confirmed 
just six cases. A few days later, on March 
19, Ardern shut down travel to the country, 
essentially banning all foreigners from 
entering the island nation of 4.8 million.

 Jacinda Ardern, the prime minister 
of New Zealand, briefs the media on 
COVID-19. She issued a call for New 
Zealanders to protect one another from 
the health threat.
Mark Mitchell/Pool/AFP via Getty Images
She took to the national airwaves to 
explain a four-stage lockdown system that 
New Zealand would use to confront the 
health crisis. “I’m speaking to all New 
Zealanders today to give you as much 
certainty and clarity as we can as we fight 
COVID-19,” she said in a nationally tele-
vised address on March 21.
Ardern called the threat “unprecedented,” 
but she was calm and reassuring. “Here’s 
how we’ll know what to do and when,” 
she said as she laid out plans to shut down 
schools, most businesses and domestic 
travel.
So Ardern’s speeches weren’t about 
attacking an invisible enemy — as many 
world leaders would say. Instead she called 
on New Zealanders to confront this crisis 
by protecting their fellow citizens. “She 
talked over and over about us being a team 
of 5 million and that we all do our part to 
break these chains of transmission and to 
eliminate the virus,” Wiles says. 
As of late May, New Zealand had had 
roughly 1,500 cases and fewer than two 
dozen deaths from COVID-19. (Courtesy 
https://www.npr.org/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

World Coronavirus Updates

Data: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins; 
Map: Axios Visuals


	0601MON_C1_Print
	0601MON_C2_Print
	0601MON_C3_Print
	0601MON_C4_Print
	0601MON_C5_Print
	0601MON_C6_Print
	0601MON_C7_Print
	0601MON_C8_Print

