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Coronavirus inflicts huge U.S. job losses 
as pandemic breaches White House walls

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Oil in the age of corona-
virus: a U.S. shale bust 
like no other

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins, Jun Gai
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com 

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK (Reuters) - The U.S. 
government reported more catastrophic economic fallout 
from the coronavirus crisis on Friday as the pandemic 
pierced the very walls of the White House and California 
gave the green light for its factories to restart after a 
seven-week lockdown.

A day after the White House confirmed that President 
Donald Trump’s personal valet had tested positive for the 
virus, Trump told reporters that Katie Miller, press secre-
tary to Vice President Mike Pence, had also been infected. 
She is married to senior Trump aide and immigration 
policy hard-liner Stephen Miller and travels frequently 
with Pence.

The back-to-back diagnoses of individuals close to Trump, 
Pence and the White House inner circle raised questions 
about whether the highest levels of government are ade-
quately safeguarded from infection.

“We’ve taken every single precaution to protect the presi-
dent,” White House spokeswoman Kayleigh McEnany told 
reporters.

Earlier in the day, the Labor Department reported the U.S. 
unemployment rate rose to 14.7% last month, up from 
3.5% in February, demonstrating the speed with which the 
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workforce collapsed after stay-at-home orders meant to curb 
the outbreak were imposed across most of the country.

Worse economic news may be yet to come. White House 
economic adviser Kevin Hassett said the unemployment rate 
was likely to climb to around 20% this month. The jobless rate 
for April already shattered the post-World War Two record of 
10.8% set in November 1982.

The economic devastation has heightened the urgency of 
governors’ efforts to get their states’ economies moving again, 
even though infection rates and deaths are still rising in parts 
of the country.

California, the first state to issue stay-at-home orders on March 
19, partially reopened shuttered commerce on Friday. Retail-
ers such as bookstores, jewelers, clothing merchants, sporting 
goods shops and florists were permitted to begin offering 
curbside pickup and deliveries, while manufacturing and ware-
house facilities were allowed to resume operations if they met 
infection-control requirements.

Governor Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, said California had 
managed to flatten its infection curve in recent weeks, allow-
ing the state to safely proceed with gradually restarting the 
economy.

CHILD VICTIM
More than 77,000 Americans have died from COVID-19, the 
respiratory illness caused by the novel coronavirus, out of 
more than 1.29 million confirmed cases, according to a Reuters 
tally.

Elderly individuals and people with underlying chronic 
health conditions have been the most vulnerable.

But New York Governor Andrew Cuomo on Friday 
reported the death of a 5-year old boy from a rare in-
flammatory syndrome believed to be linked to the coronavirus, 
highlighting a potential new pandemic risk for children.

Just as minorities have been especially hard hit by the virus 
itself relative to their population size, African Americans and 
Hispanics also suffered disproportionately greater job losses 
in April - at 16.7% and 18.9%, respectively, the Labor Depart-
ment data showed. The jobless rate was also higher among 
women, at 15.5%, compared with 13% for men.

Rita Trivedi, 63, of Hudson, Florida, was furloughed as an an-
alyst at Nielsen Media Research on April 23 and has struggled 
to secure benefits from the state’s troubled unemployment sys-
tem. She fears running short of money to cover her husband’s 
medical bills and other expenses.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - While President Donald 
Trump traveled to the battleground state of Arizona this 
week, his Democratic opponent for the White House, Joe 
Biden, campaigned from his basement as he has done 
throughout the coronavirus pandemic.

The freeze on in-person campaigning during the outbreak 
has had an upside for Biden, giving the former vice pres-
ident more time to court donors and shielding him from 
on-the-trail gaffes.

But the coronavirus lockdown also has deprived Biden 
of chances to showcase what allies see as his major asset 
contrasting with Republican Trump in a time of crisis: his 
empathetic personality.

“I personally would like to see him out more because 
he’s in his element when he’s meeting people,” said Tom 
Sacks-Wilner, a fundraiser for Biden who is on the cam-
paign’s finance committee.

With Biden badly overshadowed by Trump and a few 
national opinion polls showing his lead ahead of the 
Nov. 3 election slipping, some Democratic operatives are 
urging the Biden campaign to boost his profile, worried 
the broadcasts from his basement in Delaware are falling 
short.

Onetime campaign advisers to former President Barack 
Obama penned two op-eds this week calling on Biden 
to raise the tempo of his campaign through more robust 
digital operations and help from celebrities, former rivals 
and Democratic governors at the forefront of the pandem-
ic response.
Several allies also are encouraging Biden’s team to con-
sider visits such as to essential workers, if those could be 
done safely and in line with public health guidance.
“The Biden campaign is going to have to think about 
ways in which they can drive the news every day, and 
that is a challenge during the crisis,” said Joel Benenson, 

As Trump returns to the road, some Democrats 
want to bust Biden out of his basement

a pollster who worked for Obama and 2016 
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton. “The 
president has the bully pulpit.”

Biden, a classic retail politician whose social 
media following pales in comparison with 
Trump, himself has expressed frustration 
with the limitations of communicating with 
voters remotely.

At the same time, he has routinely bashed 
Trump’s push to reopen the U.S. economy 
more quickly despite the concerns of public 
health experts who fear a second wave of 

coronavirus cases if social distancing is 
relaxed too soon.

Though his team wants to campaign in 
person as soon as doing so is safe, no im-
minent public appearances are planned.

“The health and safety of our supporters, 
staff and the American people is our top 
priority, and our decision-making on 
how to campaign will be guided by pub-
lic health experts with that in mind,” said 
Biden campaign spokesman TJ Ducklo.

‘CANDIDATE OF SANITY’
While Trump’s stop in Arizona on Tues-
day was not an official campaign trip, it 
demonstrated the advantages the presiden-
cy affords him.

As he pledged more than $600 million in 
coronavirus response aid to two Native 
American nations, standing with tribal 
leaders in person, Biden’s campaign sent a 
message on Facebook pledging to “stand 
with” native people in their fight against sex 

FILE PHOTO: U.S. 
President Donald 
Trump looks at 
an assembly line 
machine manufac-
turing protective 
masks being shown 
to him by Honey-
well’s Vice Presi-
dent of Integrated 
Supply Chain Tony 
Stallings during a 
tour of Honeywell’s 
facility manufac-
turing masks for 
the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) 
outbreak in Phoenix, 
Arizona, U.S., May 
5, 2020. REUTERS/
Tom Brenner/File 
Photo
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President Donald Trump met Gov. Greg 
Abbott in the Oval Office Thursday, 
praising the governor as he continues to 
loosen restrictions on certain businesses.
“He’s a very special governor,” Trump 
said. “He’s done a phenomenal job.”
Abbott allowed restaurants, retail stores, 
malls and movie theaters to reopen with 
limited occupancy last week. He also an-
nounced barber shops and salons could 
reopen Friday, although he initially said 
they would not be able to open until mid-
May.
Gyms and non-essential manufacturers 
and office-based businesses can reopen 
May 18, while showers and locker rooms 
must remain closed, Abbott said in a 
Capitol press conference Thursday.
“When Texas opens and other places 
you’re already starting the process” of 
spurring economic growth, Trump said. 
“We have to get our country going.”
The two spoke without masks, just after 
CNN first reported that a member of the 
U.S. military serving as one of Trump’s 
valets tested positive for the coronavirus.
Trump told reporters Thursday that he 
will now be tested for the coronavirus 
each day.
“I’ve had very little contact with this per-

son,” he said.
Moments before their meeting, the White 
House tweeted a list of personal protec-
tive equipment it has provided to Texas. 
The list included more than 770 million 
surgical and exam gloves, 32 million 
N-95 and medical masks and 14 million 
surgical gowns.
============================ 
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============================
Abbott and Trump were joined by Vice 
President Mike Pence and Dr. Deborah 
Birx, the White House coronavirus re-
sponse coordinator.
Birx said she approved of Abbott’s plan 
to reopen businesses, although she rec-
ommended that the state wait to reopen 

barber shops and salons, and was im-
pressed by the amount of data he showed 
her before announcing his decision.
“We talked about not having them in the 
first opening wave because you can’t re-
ally physical distance,” she said about 
nail salons.
Salons will reopen one week after restau-
rants, retail shops, malls and movie the-
aters could reopen at 25% capacity.
Birx pointed to Houston and Dallas as 
examples of how governments have con-
tained and mitigated the spread of the 
virus.
“Every state is different,” she said when 
asked if Texas was a role model for how 
states should move forward.
Trump has previously lauded Abbott’s 
efforts in reopening business in Texas.
“Texas to open businesses in phases 
beginning Friday,” he tweeted in April. 
“Great job being done by @GregAb-
bott_TX.”

 

State health officials reported 25 new 
coronavirus-related deaths Thursday, 
bringing the Texas death toll to 973.
And 968 new COVID-19 cases were re-
ported Thursday, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health Services, 
which releases its daily coronavirus 
count by 1 p.m. each day. The new cases 
brought the state’s cumulative count to 
35,390 known cases.
The state’s rate of infection Thursday, 
meaning the percentage of positive tests 
in a day, was 5.9% Thursday.
Abbott often points to low hospital-
ization rates, which remained steady 
through April, and a declining percent-
age of positive tests as reason to reopen 
Texas businesses.
But the Texas Democratic Party said the 
state’s plan to reopen business has come 
too fast, noting the state’s rising daily 
cases and models which have predicted 
that if states reopen too early, deaths will 

double by August.
“From a lack of testing at the federal 
and state level to reopening business-
es before health experts say it is safe to 
open, Trump and Abbott have both mis-
managed the coronavirus crisis,” party 
spokesman Abhi Rahman said in a state-
ment. “Abbott is Donald Trump without 
the showmanship.”
Hours before Abbott headed to the White 
House, he made headlines for issuing a 
new executive order that prohibited local 
officials from jailing Texans for violating 
any of his previous coronavirus-related 
orders.
The order was in response to the jailing 
of Shelley Luther, a Dallas salon own-
er who kept her store open despite the 
state’s now expired stay-at-home order.
Luther, who opened Salon à la Mode 
nearly two weeks ago, was found in con-
tempt for ignoring a court order to close 
from state District Judge Eric Moyé, 
who sentenced her to seven days in Dal-
las County jail Tuesday and hit her with 
a $7,000 fine.
Shortly after Abbott’s order, the Texas 
Supreme Court ordered Dallas Coun-
ty officials to free Luther while its nine 
judges weigh an appeal challenging her 
incarceration as improper.
“She’s free today,” Abbott told Trump.
“Good,” he replied.
Related
Texas Supreme Court orders jailed 
Dallas salon owner released
 

Dallas salon owner Shelley Luther 
freed from jail.
The Texas Supreme Court on Thursday 
ordered Dallas County officials to free 
salon owner Shelley Luther from jail 
while its nine judges, all Republicans, 
weigh an appeal challenging her incar-
ceration as improper.

Luther was released from the Dallas 
County Jail around 1:50 p.m., according 
to a sheriff’s department spokesman.
The emergency order directed county 
officials to release Luther on a personal 
bond, with no money required, “pending 
final disposition of her case.”
County officials also were ordered to 
file a response to the challenge by 4 
p.m. Monday, the same day Luther’s 
weeklong sentence for contempt of court 
would have ended.
The ruling came shortly after Gov. 
Greg Abbott, seeking to end a political 
firestorm over Luther’s jailing, issued a 
new executive order Thursday that pro-
hibited local officials from jailing Texans 
for violating any of his previous corona-
virus-related orders.
“Throwing Texans in jail who have had 
their businesses shut down through no 
fault of their own is nonsensical, and I 
will not allow it to happen,” Abbott said 
in a statement. “That is why I am modi-
fying my executive orders to ensure con-
finement is not a punishment for violat-
ing an order.” 
============================

Greg Abbott
@GregAbbott_TX  Throwing Texans in 
jail whose biz’s shut down through no 
fault of their own is wrong.
I am eliminating jail for violating an or-
der, retroactive to April 2, superseding 
local orders.
Criminals shouldn’t be released to pre-
vent COVID-19 just to put business 
owners in their place.
102K
9:32 AM - May 7, 2020
Twitter Ads info and privacy  38K peo-
ple are talking about this
============================
Abbott said the executive order, “if cor-
rectly applied,” should free Luther and 
protect two other  Laredo women ar-
rested and charged for offering beauty 
and cosmetic services from their homes. 
(Courtesy https://www.statesman.com/)
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President Trump Praises Abbott
For State’s Coronavirus Response

At White House Meeting

 President Donald Trump and Texas Governor Greg Abbott in the Oval Office 
on Thursday.

Stay Safe!         Wash Your Hands!



Camila Hormazabal, a 24-year-old sex worker, meets with a virtual customer 
in Concepcion, Chile April 7, 2020. Hormazabal now offers sexual services 
online after the nightclub where she had worked was closed due to the out-
break. With no way to pay...

People affected by a gas leak at the LG Polymers Plant are transported in a vehicle in 
Visakhapatnam, India, May 7, 2020. At least 11 people were killed in a gas leak at a plant 
operated by LG Polymers, a unit of South Korea’s biggest petrochemical...MORE

Saudi security officers stand in front of the Kaaba in an empty Grand Mosque, as a preventive 
measure against the coronavirus during Ramadan, in the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia May 
5, 2020. Saudi Press Agency/Handout via REUTERS
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Two-year-old Bianca Toniolo leans against a wall while her father, schoolteacher Marzio Toniolo, holds 
up a piece of blue glass in front of her at home in San Fiorano, Italy, April 22, 2020. Toniolo has been 
documenting what life has been like for his in one of the original ‘red zone’ towns in northern Italy that 
has been on lockdown since February. Marzio Toniolo via REUTERS

President Donald Trump points as he watches workers on the assembly line manufacturing protec-
tive masks during a tour of a Honeywell facility in Phoenix, Arizona, May 5, 2020. Trump said he 
did not wear a mask during the tour after consulting...

Newborn baby Phuc An, wearing a protective face shield, is seen before leaving 
home for his vaccination in Hanoi, Vietnam. Phuc An was born at Vinmec hospital 
on April 1, when the Southeast Asian country started strict restrictions on movement 
to...
MORE

Inmates at Puraquequara’s prison are seen on the roof with a prison worker as a hostage 
during a riot in Manuas, Brazil, May 2, 2020. Television network Globonews reported that Bra-
zil’s national prison chaplaincy has sent a formal complaint to the...MORE

Alexis Lamoreaux celebrates with her family after she graduated from the nursing school at Ohio State University 
during an online commencement ceremony in Columbus, Ohio, May 2, 2020. REUTERS/Megan Jelinger



C4Sunday, May 10, 2020

COMMUNITY

More than 1 million people around the 
world have recovered from COVID-19, 
according to data collected by Johns 
Hopkins University. Data compiled by 
Johns Hopkins  - which has tracked the 
pandemic since it began - shows the 
milestone was hit last week. 
Around 154,000 people in the United 
States have recovered from the deadly 
virus.

More than 3million people have been 
infected with the virus worldwide, 

and around 230,000 people have 
died - meaning there has now been 
around four times more recoveries 
than deaths.
Statistics show the US has seen more 
than 153,000 people recover from the 
deadly illness, followed by Germany 
(123,000) and Spain (112,000).                                                               
However, the true number of infected 
patients who have recovered could 
potentially be millions more because 
the true size of the pandemic remains a 
mystery.                                        
Dozens of countries around the world, 
including the UK, are clueless as to how 
many people have really been infected 
because of a lack of testing.                                                  
More than a million people diagnosed 
with COVID-19 have now recovered 
from the disease. Health workers hold 
signs beside a 16-day-old baby who 
recovered from COVID-19, as he is 
discharged from the National Children’s 

Hospital in Quezon City, Philippines, 
past this week. Nicknamed “Kobe,” the 
infant was the first COVID-19 patient to 
be discharged at the children’s hospital.
Although people who recover from a vi-
ral infection often build up an immunity 
to later contracting the same disease, it 
remains unclear whether this is the case 
for COVID-19. The World Health Or-
ganization said last week that one-time 
infection of the coronavirus has not yet 
been proven to result in immunity.
The U.S. currently has the most con-
firmed COVID-19 cases of any nation, 
with more than 1 million. It was just 
less than a month ago when the disease 
crossed the 1 million case threshold 
worldwide.               
Globally, there are more than 3.27 mil-
lion confirmed cases. Spain, Italy, the 
United Kingdom, France and Germany 
have each reported more than 160,000 
COVID-19 cases.
Deaths caused by the coronavirus total 
around 235,000 globally. In the U.S., 
more than 60,000 people have died 
because of the coronavirus.
New York City and surrounding areas 
have been hard-hit by COVID-19: More 
than 18,000 people have died in the 
country’s largest city. Other hot spots 
range from Cook County, Illinois, to 
Wayne County, Michigan.
The U.S. hit a milestone in testing this 
week, surpassing 6 million tests admin-
istered. (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)

The UK does not even keep a daily 
track of how many patients have recov-
ered from COVID-19. 
For example, the most recent toll given 
by officials for how many infected 
Brits have recovered is just 859 out of 

171,253 cases. 
Britain’s lack of data suggests that only 
around 0.5 per cent of patients recover - 
but that is wildly inaccurate.
Germany, praised for its robust testing 
regime, has a recovery rate of around 
75 per cent, according to the Johns 
Hopkins website. 
Spain’s recovery rate is around 52 per 
cent, while it is closer to 36 per cent in 
Italy and 30 per cent in France. 
Using these percentages, it would sug-
gest that between 50,000 and 130,000 
Brits have really recovered.
  

Of the 1.07 million people in the 
US who have been diagnosed with 
coronavirus, at least 128,141 are con-
firmed to have recovered - double the 
number of Americans who’ve died, 
which is 62,547 (above)

WHICH COUNTRIES 
HAVE RECORDED THE 
MOST RECOVERIES?
COUNTRY           RECOVERIES
US                             153,947
GERMANY             123,500
SPAIN                       112,050
CHINA                     78,523
ITALY                       75,945
IRAN                         75,103
FRANCE                  50,380
TURKEY                 48,886
BRAZIL                   35,935
SWITZERLAND    23,400
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Over One Million People
Across The World Have  
RECOVERED From The

Deadly Coronavirus

OVERVIEW
Figures from Johns Hopkins University shows the milestone was hit last week
Statistics show the US has seen more than 153,000 infected patients recover

The US is followed by Germany (123,000) and Spain (112,000), statistics show
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