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Factbox: Latest on coronavirus
spreading in China and beyond

(Reuters) - China reported a sharp decrease in new deaths
and cases of the coronavirus on Saturday but a doubling of
infections in South Korea and 10 new cases in Iran added
to unease about its rapid spread and global reach.

** China has reported a total of 75,569 cases of the
disease caused by the virus, known as COVID-19, includ-
ing 2,239 deaths.

** Mainland China had 397 new confirmed cases on Fri-

day, down from 889 a day earlier, but only 31 cases were

outside of the virus epicenter of Hubei province, the low-
est number since the National Health Commission started
compiling nationwide data a month ago.

** The World Health Organization (WHO) is concerned
about the number of cases with no clear epidemiological
link, although the total number of cases outside China
remains relatively small, its director general said on Satur-
day.

** Outside China, there have been more than 1,200 cases
in 26 countries, the WHO said. That includes one con-
firmed case on the African continent, in Egypt.

** South Korea said on Saturday its number of new cases
had doubled to 433, and suggested the tally could rise as
more than 1,000 people who attended a church at the cen-
ter of the outbreak reported flu-like symptoms. Two people
have died in the current outbreak.

** Ten new cases have been detected in Iran, one of whom has
died, the health ministry said on Saturday. This bring the total
number of cases in the country to 28, with five people having
died.

** Two people have died in Italy and another 51 have been
infected as an outbreak spreads in the country’s industrious
north, forcing authorities to ban public events and companies
to tell workers in affected areas to stay at home.

** China’s Gansu province has lowered its emergency re-
sponse measures, its health commission said on Friday, the first
in the country to do so.

** In Hong Kong, citizens have set up a surgical face mask
factory to ease supplies and deter price gouging.

** The International Monetary Fund predicted on Saturday the
outbreak would lower China’s growth this year to 5.6% and
shave 0.1 percentage points from global growth.

** Bank of Japan Governor Haruhiko Kuroda said on Saturday
the yen’s recent declines were largely driven by a strong dollar,
shrugging off some market views that the virus epidemic is
triggering an outflow of funds from Asia.

** Japan’s factory activity suffered its steepest contraction in
seven years in February, reinforcing the risk of a recession in
the world’s third-largest economy.

** Japanese automakers on Friday delayed the restart of plants
near the outbreak’s epicenter in China, raising the risk of fur-
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ther supply disruptions.

** Two elderly passengers from aboard a cruise ship moored
near Tokyo died, as hundreds more disembarked after two
weeks in quarantine.

** Some 30 British passengers arrived back home on Saturday
after spending more than two weeks stuck on a quarantined
cruise ship in a Japanese port.

** Two Australians evacuated from the cruise ship
have tested positive after returning to their home
country, whose prime minister plans to extend a ban
on arrivals from mainland China into a fourth week.

** The U.S. Centers for Disease Control issued a low-level
travel advisory for Japan.

** Tokyo Metropolitan Government said it would either cancel
or postpone major indoor events it has sponsored for the next
three weeks.

** China’s banking sector may face a surge of non-performing
loans in 2020 if the virus doesn’t peak until April.

** Hubei has established a 50 billion yuan ($7.1 billion) spe-
cial financing vehicle to help the local economy.

** Beijing’s containment measures look set to delay the rollout
of 5G as tenders for six big projects have been postponed since
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New coronavirus cases fall in China,
but WHO concerned by global spread

BEIJING (Reuters) - China reported a sharp
fall in new deaths and cases of the coronavirus
on Saturday, but world health officials warned
it was too early to make predictions about the
outbreak as new infections continued to rise in
other countries.

Chinese authorities said the mainland had 397
new confirmed cases on Friday, down from 889 B
a day earlier. The numbers surged elsewhere,
though, with outbreaks worsening in South
Korea, Iran, Italy and Lebanon.

In South Korea, authorities said on Saturday
the number of new infections had doubled to
433, and suggested the tally could rise signifi-
cantly as more than 1,000 people who attended
a church at the center of the outbreak reported
flu-like symptoms.

People wearing
face masks play
table tennis at a
park, following
an outbreak

of the novel
coronavirus in
the country, in
Beijing, China
February 21,
2020. REUTERS/
Stringer
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Despite horror stories, California cruise passen-
gers won't let coronavirus spoil their fun

Ten new cases of coronavirus in Iran, two dead:
officials
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The World Health Organization welcomed the
reported decline in new Chinese cases, but said
it was concerned about the number of new
infections elsewhere with no clear link to China
such as travel history or contact with a con-
firmed case of COVID-19, as the disease caused
by the virus is known.

“Our biggest concern continues to be the potential for
COVID-19 to spread in countries with weaker health sys-
tems,” WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

and 2,239 deaths, Tedros said. According
to available data, the disease remains mild
in 80% of patients, and severe or critical
in 20%. The virus has been fatal in 2% of
reported cases.

21, 2020. REUTERS/Stringer

But new, albeit isolated findings about
the coronavirus could complicate
efforts to thwart it, including the Hubei
government’s announcement on Satur-
day that an elderly man took 27 days to
show symptoms after infection, almost
twice the presumed 14-day incubation

The latest Chinese figures showed
only 31 of the new cases on Friday
were outside of the virus epicenter of
Hubei province, the lowest number
since the National Health Commis-
sion started compiling nationwide
data a month ago.

The U.N. agency is calling for $675 million to support

most vulnerable countries, he said, adding 13 countries The disease has spread to some 26 countries
in Africa are seen as a priority because of their links to and territories outside mainland China,
China. killing more than a dozen people, according

In total, China has reported 75,569 cases to the WHO, to a Reuters tally.
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novel coronavirus outbreak, Hubei province, China February 22, 2020. REU-
TERS/Stringer CHINA OUT.
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A boarded-up entrance to a residential compound is seen in Wuhan, the epicentre of the novel
coronavirus outbreak, Hubei province, China February 22, 2020. REUTERS/Stringer CHINA
OUT.
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A woman wearing a face mask leaves the hospital of Codogno amid a coronavirus outbreak
in northern Italy, in Codogno, Italy, February 22, 2020. REUTERS/Flavio Lo Scalzo

Passengers who have been under quarantine on a coronavirus-stricken cruise ship off the coast of Japan,
leave RAF Boscombe Down in Amesbury

People wearing face masks walk near the National Centre for the Performing Arts, following an outbreak of the
novel coronavirus in the country, in Beijing
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Men wearing face masks sit by the road, following an outbreak of the novel coronavirus in the
country, in Beijing’s central business district
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Codogno’s train station, which was closed by authorities blocking public transport due
to a coronavirus outbreak, is seen empty in Codogno, Italy, February 22, 2020. REU-
TERS/Flavio Lo Scalzo
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Passengers who have been under quarantine on a coronavirus-stricken cruise ship
off the coast of Japan, arrive at RAF Boscombe Down in Amesbury
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Chinese Tech Firms Join The
Battle Against Coronavirus Epidemic

Zhengzhou City has launched a QR code system connected with health condi-
tion registration system. A resident shows the information displayed on his cell
phone after scanning a QR code at an entrance to a subway station in Zheng-
zhou, central China’s Henan Province. Henan Province launched a QR code
system which is connected with the health condition registration system oper-
ated for residential communities. Residents in the city can now use QR codes
to take transportation and do shopping. All the information will be collected
and transmitted to an integrated data platform for epidemic prevention and
control in real time, to help fight the outbreak of the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) and protect the health of the residents in the city. (Photo/Xinhua)

Overview
Chinese tech firms have brought their newest medical products and services to aid
the fight against the novel coronavirus epidemic and many internet firms have seen
strong business growth during the period. The epidemic has brought challenges
as well as opportunities for corporate innovation

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

SHENYANG, Feb. 20 (Xinhua) -- The
novel coronavirus epidemic may have
temporarily affected economic activi-
ties across China. However, many tech
companies and internet firms are playing
their parts in the fight against the epi-
demic and contributing to the growth of
the country’s economy. Some tech com-
panies have brought their newest medi-
cal products and services to join in the
fight against the virus and many internet
firms have seen strong business growth
during the period.
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

To aid the fight against the virus, leading
software developer Neusoft developed

a type of remote CT equipment in just
seven days.

Neusoft ERET e

/

Photo above shows the remote CT
equipment developed by Neusoft Med-
ical Systems Co., Ltd. in Shenyang,
northeast China’s Liaoning Province.
(Photo/Xinhua/Pan Yulong)

“The equipment can quickly diagnose
using Al computing and reduce contact
between medical workers and patients,”
said Liu Jiren, chairman of Neusoft. Ro-
bots are also joining the fight to reduce
cross-infection risks and improve effi-
ciency. Siasun, a leading robot manu-
facturer, has rolled out medical delivery
robots and electric adjustable beds.

Engineers adjust a medical delivery
robot developed by robot manufactur-
er SIASUN Robot & Automation Co.,
Ltd. in Shenyang, northeast China’s
Liaoning Province, Feb. 3, 2020. (Pho-
to by Yang Qing/Xinhua)

With advanced technologies such as laser
positioning, intelligent navigation and
human-computer interaction, medical
delivery robots can help health workers
spray disinfectants and hand out medi-
cine to patients. The electric adjustable
beds allow infected patients to eat in bed
and assist them to sit up and roll over.
Siasun is also developing a robot that can
replace nurses in conducting throat test-
ing for the virus.

FRESH FOOD E-COMMERCE
E-commerce platforms, particularly on-
line fresh food retailers, reported marked
business growth as people are asked to
stay at home to avoid potential infection
when shopping at crowded brick-and-
mortar stores. Fresh food delivery app
Missfresh saw sales soar 3.5 times year
on year during the nine-day Spring Fes-
tival holiday, while the fresh food sub-
sidiary of e-commerce giant JD.com saw
sales surge 2.15 times.

To cope with business growth and labor
shortages, tech giant Alibaba’s Fresh-
hema, a fresh food retailer that offers
delivery service, came up with the idea

of “sharing employees” with restaurants
and ride-sharing firms hard hit by the
coronavirus outbreak.

Wei Yin (R) and her colleague, both of
whom working as shared staff, discuss
at a Hema store in Beijing, capital of
China, Feb. 14, 2020. Some local cater-
ing enterprises, which have suspended
their business temporarily, reached
the deal of “staff-sharing” with Hema.
Their staff will join Hema to do jobs
like packaging, sorting and arranging
goods during the fight against the epi-
demic. (Xinhua/Ju Huanzong)
Fresh food online platforms are also
helping fruit and vegetable growers in
the remote countryside whose sales were
stalled by the epidemic.
“Our strawberries now sell well on these
platforms and we no longer have to wor-
ry about the sales,” said Ma Yandong,
head of the local strawberry-growing as-
sociation in the city of Donggang in the
northeastern province of Liaoning.
CLOUD
Cloud-related services, from cloud ed-
ucation to remote medical consulta-
tion and cloud working, also saw rapid
growth amid the epidemic.
School openings after the Chinese Lunar
New Year holiday were postponed due
to the epidemic, but online class ser-
vices are helping minimize the impact.
On the first day of the spring semester
on Feb. 10, a large number of primary
and middle school students across the
country took online lessons at home. By
Feb. 10, schools in 300 cities nationwide
have joined the cloud class program of
Alibaba’s communication app DingTalk,
benefiting a total of 50 million students.
Remote medical consultation services
are also bustling as they can help prevent

cross-infections and ease pressure on
hospitals. (Courtesy xinhuanet.com)
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BEIJING, Feb. 20 (Xinhua) -- China’s
daily number of newly cured and dis-
charged novel coronavirus patients has
surpassed that of new confirmed infec-
tions for a second consecutive day, ac-
cording to the National Health Commis-
sion Thursday.

Wednesday saw 1,779 people walk out
of hospital after recovery, much higher
than the number of the same day’s new
confirmed infections, which was 394,
showed figures from the commission.

A total of 16,155 patients infected with
the novel coronavirus had been dis-
charged from hospital after recovery by
the end of Wednesday, according to the
commission.

Wednesday’s number of new infections
reported from China’s 31 provincial-lev-
el regions and the Xinjiang Production
and Construction Corps was 394, sharply
down from 1,749 on Tuesday.

The daily number of new cases has fallen
for three consecutive days since Monday
when it dropped to 1,886, for the first
time under 2,000 since Jan. 31.

Hubei, the epicenter province of the
outbreak, reported 349 new cases on
Wednesday, sharply down from 1,693 of

Update: China’s Newly Recovered
Coronavirus Patients Continue
To Outnumber New Infections

The recovered patients with severe novel coronavirus pneumonia (NCP) pose or photos with medical staff at the west cam-
pus of Wuhan Union Hospital in Wuhan, central China’s Hubei Province, Feb. 19, 2020. (Xinhua/Cai Yang)

OVERVIEW

China’s newly cured coronavirus patients continued to outnumber
new infections for a second consecutive day. Hubei, the epicenter
province of the outbreak, reported 349 new cases on Wednesday,

sharply down from 1,693 of a day earlier.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

a day earlier.

China’s daily number of new infections
outside Hubei has dropped for 16 con-
secutive days. A total of 45 new con-
firmed cases were reported outside Hu-
bei Wednesday, down from 890 on Feb.
3, according to the commission.

Related
Chinese authorities stress protecting,
caring for medical workers

Medical workers check patients’ in-
formation at Jiangxia temporary hos-
pital that mainly adopt Traditional
Chinese medicines (TCM) to treat the

patients in Wuhan, capital city of cen-
tral China’s Hubei Province, Feb. 14,
2020. (Xinhua/Cheng Min)

BEIJING, Feb. 20 (Xinhua) -- Chinese
authorities Thursday stressed better pro-
tecting and caring for medical workers
and prompt use of effective drugs to cure
patients infected with the novel corona-
virus.

Measures that can improve the work-
ing conditions of medical workers and
ensure their physical and psychological
health should be well implemented, ac-
cording to a high-level meeting chaired
by Premier Li Keqiang, also a member of
the Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee.

The meeting of the leading group of the
CPC Central Committee on the preven-
tion and control of the novel coronavirus
outbreak, which is headed by Li, also
demanded efforts to ensure the supply

of protective gear for frontline medical
workers and better benefits such as al-
lowances for them.

The meeting stressed putting effective
drugs into wider clinical use to improve
treatments and rolling out measures to
encourage recovered patients to donate
their plasma.

The coordination between epidemic con-
trol and economic and social develop-
ment should be strengthened, with more
targeted and precise prevention measures
taken to facilitate the resumption of busi-

ness operation, according to the meeting.
The meeting also asked the joint pre-
vention and control mechanism of the
State Council to better work with Hubei
Province and the city of Wuhan, which
are at the center of the outbreak, to en-
sure the supply of life necessities for the

residents.

e\t & ek g

Wang Huning, a member of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee and dep-
uty head of the leading group, attended
the meeting. (Courtesy http://www.xin-
huanet.com/english)
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