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Xi says China must keep economic, 
social order while battling coronavirus
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SHANGHAI/BEIJING (Reuters) - China must make every 
effort to maintain economic and social control as it battles 
the coronavirus epidemic, and avoid causing panic that 
could lead to secondary “disasters,” President Xi Jinping 
told senior officials earlier this month.

Reuters reported this week that Xi had warned officials on 
Feb. 3 that efforts to contain the new coronavirus had gone 
too far, threatening the economy. Those comments came 
days before Beijing rolled out measures to soften the blow.

The epidemic has become a major test for Xi in how to 
balance stamping out the epidemic with protecting an 
economy already growing at its slowest in nearly three 
decades.

His Feb. 3 speech to the Politburo’s Standing Committee 
was published in full by the leading Communist Party 
theoretical journal Qiushi on Saturday. It showed how 
Xi had urged officials to roll out policies to support the 
economy even as they worked to control the spread of the 
coronavirus.

In the speech, he said that the epidemic, which has killed 
more than 1,500 people and infected over 66,000 so far, 
was impacting the economy, especially service industries. 
Actions needed to be taken to maintain China’s industrial 
chain and encourage enterprises to resume production, he 
said.

China “still has to adhere to this year’s economic and 

Inside C2

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping inspects the nov-
el coronavirus preven-
tion and control work at 
Anhuali Community in 
Beijing, China, February 
10, 2020. Xinhua via 
REUTERS ATTEN-
TION EDITORS - 

social development goals”, Xi said in the speech.

He also said it was necessary to increase financial support, 
such as preferential policies for loan interest rates and terms, 
and get migrant workers in major industries back to work.

FILE PHOTO: Chinese President Xi jinping speaks during a 
meeting with Tedros Adhanom, director general of the World 
Health Organization, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
China, January 28, 2020. Naohiko Hatta/Pool via REUTERS
Big projects, especially those in manufacturing, 
should start construction on time, he said, adding 
that boosting consumption was an important hedge 
against the epidemic’s impact. Work should be done 
to promote the wider adoption of 5G technology, 
as well as the purchase of products associated with 
healthy living and cars, Xi added.

The epidemic had revealed “shortcomings and 
deficiencies” in national governance, he said, such as 
how the wildlife animal industry had remained huge 
despite clear risks in their consumption, and how 
the country’s reserves of health and anti-epidemic 
materials were seriously inadequate.

A tendency to insist on formalities and bureaucracy 
have also emerged, creating problems in fighting the 
epidemic, he said, adding that party members who 
did not adequately engage in the work must be held 
accountable and removed from their posts.

He also said he gave instructions on preventing and containing 
the coronavirus on Jan. 7, when he chaired another Politburo 
Standing Committee meeting. China first confirmed that the 
virus had passed from person-to-person and infected some 
medical staff on Jan. 20.
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MUNICH (Reuters) - U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo defended on Saturday his nation’s 
global role despite misgivings in Europe, vowing 
that Western values would prevail over Russian 
and Chinese desires for “empire”.
Seeking to reassure Europeans troubled by U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s “America first” rhet-
oric, his ambivalence over the NATO military 
alliance and tariffs on European goods, Pompeo 
said there was no crisis in Western leadership.

“I’m happy to report that the death of the trans-
atlantic alliance is grossly exaggerated. The West 
is winning, and we’re winning together,” he said 
in a speech at the Munich Security Conference, 
listing U.S. steps to protect liberal democracies.

Pompeo’s Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, 
accused him of telling “lies, not based on facts” 
about Beijing’s intentions.
Pompeo had been, in part, responding to Ger-
man President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, who 
on Friday accused the United States, Russia and 
China of making the world more dangerous.

French President Emmanuel Macron told the 
conference of international leaders, lawmakers 
and diplomats he was not surprised by Stein-
meier’s speech and had liked it.

“We cannot be the United States’ junior part-
ner,” Macron said, adding that while he supported NATO, 
Europe needed to be able to tackle threats in its neighbor-
hood and at times act independently of Washington.

“I’m impatient for European solutions,” Macron said.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks at the annual 
Munich Security Conference in Germany February 15, 
2020. REUTERS/Andreas Gebert

‘The West is winning,’ U.S. tells China; 
France wary

Trump’s decision to pull out of the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal, as well as the 
Paris climate accord, have undermined 
European priorities, while moves such as 
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capi-
tal have weakened European diplomacy, 
envoys say.

Pompeo defended the U.S. strategy, say-
ing Europe, Japan and other American 
allies were united on China, Iran and 

Russia, despite “tactical differences.”

Pompeo, however, reiterated Wash-
ington’s opposition to the Nord 
Stream 2 gas pipeline under construc-
tion between Russia and Germany 
under the Baltic Sea, a project backed 
by the government of German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel.
Citing Russia’s 2014 annexation 
of Crimea, cyber threats in Iran 

and economic coercion by China, 
Pompeo said those countries were 
still “desiring empires” and destabi-
lizing the rules-based international 
system.

Wang responded to Pompeo by 
saying: “All these accusations against 
China are lies, not based on facts.”

U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike 
Pompeo speaks 
at the annual 
Munich Security 
Conference in 
Germany Feb-
ruary 15, 2020. 
REUTERS/An-
dreas Gebert



Boy wearing a face mask exercises outside a residential compound, as the 
country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing

Customer in protective mask grabs potato chips while riding an escalator inside a supermar-
ket, as the country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing

Worker scans a customer’s mobile phone for payment at a checkout counter inside a supermar-
ket, as the country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing
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Man wearing a face mask crosses a road, as the country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, 
in Beijing

People wearing face masks walk past a plane installation after snowfall, as the country is 
hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing

Statues with face masks on are seen amid snow in Wuhan, the epicentre of the novel 
coronavirus outbreak

A volunteer firefighter wearing a protective mask, during the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, 
stands next to men dressed in loincloths during a naked festival at Saidaiji Temple in Okayama

People in protective masks, during the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, watch a naked festival at Saidaiji Tem-
ple in Okayama



Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 
health insurance plans, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

Healthcare that understands your culture.

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Mandarin and Cantonese

• The Woodlands OB/GYN  
and Women’s Health

• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Meet Dr. Alan Chang

Dr. Alan Chang is a certified  
da Vinci® surgeon who performs 

laparoscopic hysterectomies 
and other minimally invasive 
gynecological procedures. 

The new Kingwood Clinic, located at 
25553 Highway 59, will begin caring for 

patients on Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

For information, visit
kelsey-seybold.com/kingwood.

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and, Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares.
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The hype around autonomous, self-driv-
ing vehicles has for the most part cooled 
off, the industry having run head-first 
into reality. But there’s one company 
that’s not willing to wait years for the 
technology to hit public roads. 
This past week, Nuro became the first 
U.S. company to receive a self-driving 
vehicle exemption, according to founder 
Dave Ferguson. The driverless vehicle 
in question is called R2. After receiving 
approval from both the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, R2 is 
set to begin public tests in Houston, Tex-
as in mere weeks.
How significant is this? As the Verge 
explains, “Right now, Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) re-
quire cars to have basic, human controls, 
like steering wheels, pedals, sideview 
mirrors, and so on … If a proposed new 
vehicle doesn’t comply with all existing 
FMVSS, manufacturers can apply for 

an exemption.” Nuro is the first auton-
omous-vehicle maker to score that ex-
emption.  
While you may not have heard of Nuro 
before — and more prominent car com-
panies have applied for the exemption — 
Dave Ferguson and his co-founder Jiajun 
Zhu have been hyper-focused on this 
technology. Before founding this com-
pany, they were both principal engineers 
on Google’s self-driving car team, and at 
Nuro they’re already two years into the 
testing of their first-generation self-driv-
ing delivery vehicle, R1.

R2 differs by being more durable, small-
er in size and larger in carrying capacity, 
and crucially for the exemption, its speed 
tops out at 25 MPH. Once testing is com-
plete, the idea is for it to bring products 
like groceries (it’s temperature con-
trolled, after all) right to your doorstep, 
with customers unlocking them with a 
code on a touchscreen.
“The launch of R2 marks a new phase for 
Nuro, as we work towards deploying our 
delivery services at city scale in Houston 
with multiple partners,” writes Ferguson. 
So if you see a weird pod topped with 
a surveillance camera rolling around the 
city next time you visit, don’t worry, it’s 
just delivering kale.
Nuro, the self-driving startup founded 
by two ex-Google engineers, has a new 
delivery robot. The R2 is the company’s 
second-generation vehicle, and while it 
looks similar to the first-generation R1 
— egg-shaped, no room for a human 
driver, objectively cute — there is one 
important difference: the R2 has been 
granted a special exemption from federal 
safety requirements.
That may sound dangerous, but it’s ac-
tually pretty significant. It gives Nuro 
permission to produce and test vehicles 
that aren’t intended for human drivers. 
Right now, Federal Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Standards (FMVSS) require cars to 
have basic, human controls, like steering 
wheels, pedals, sideview mirrors, and so 
on. These standards specify how vehi-
cles must be designed before they can be 
sold in the US. If a proposed new vehicle 
doesn’t comply with all existing FM-
VSS, manufacturers can apply for an ex-
emption. But the government is allowed 
to grant 2,500 exemptions per company 
per year.
But regulators haven’t granted any ex-
emptions to autonomous vehicle com-
panies — until now. Nuro says it’s the 
first, which allows it to begin operating 
its driverless delivery vehicles on public 
roads “with regulatory certainty,” ac-
cording to David Estrada, the company’s 
chief legal officer.
“In order for them to grant this exemp-
tion, the process requires them to con-

clude that the vehicle itself is at least 
as safe as one that would be required 
to meet the standards,” he said in an in-
terview with The Verge. “That doesn’t 
mean that they look at the whole vehi-
cle. But what it means is they say, ‘When 
Nuro removes the mirrors and doesn’t 
have the windshield and doesn’t have the 
backup camera, we conclude that the ve-
hicle itself will be at least as safe as if it 
did have these things.’”

 “Since this is a low-speed self-driving 
delivery vehicle, certain features that 
the Department traditionally required – 
such as mirrors and windshield for ve-
hicles carrying drivers – no longer make 
sense,” Transportation Secretary Elaine 
Chao said in a statement.
But Nuro’s exemption will come with 
some strings attached. According to the 
department:
Given the R2’s unique and novel de-
sign, though, NHTSA has determined 
that it would be in the public interest 
to maintain greater oversight of the R2 
than typical for an exempt vehicle, and 
has conditioned the exemption on a set 
of terms including mandatory reporting 
of information about the operation of the 
R2 (including the automated driving sys-
tem) and required outreach to the com-
munities where the R2 will be deployed.
The R2 was built with the help of Detroit 
auto supplier Roush, which also helped 
build Google’s now retired “Firefly” pro-
totype cars. The two vehicles have a lot 
in common: both are capped at 25 mph, 
lack traditional controls like steering 
wheels and pedals, and are adorably egg-
shaped. But while the Firefly was built as 
a demonstrator for Google’s self-driving 
prowess, the R2 is designed to be a mon-
eymaker.
There are still a host of questions about 
Nuro’s business model — Will people 
with accessibility issues want to walk 

all the way to the curb to retrieve their 
goods? Will Nuro be confined to the 
suburbs, or can it scale to more urban ar-
eas? — but the exemption from DOT is a 
clear win for the company’s future.
“The first thing on the minds of people 
and public policymakers is safety,” Es-
trada said. 
“So we think that the best way to do 
that is a vehicle designed with external 
safety in mind. So we are a lightweight 
vehicle that is less capable of inflicting 
harm than a 3,000-pound vehicle. It 
drives very safely when it comes down 
the road, and then when it stops, it’s nar-
row, it’s about two thirds the width of a 
regular car, easier for other cars [and] bi-
cyclists and pedestrians to pass around.”
Building cars is expensive. Lucky for 
Nuro, it netted a nearly $1 billion invest-
ment from Japanese tech company Soft-
Bank last year. Some of that cash was put 
toward building six R1 vehicles, though 
Nuro won’t say how many R2s it hopes 
to build.

Nuro is retiring its R1 vehicles, which 
were tested on public roads in Scotts-
dale, Arizona, from December 2018 to 
March 2019. During that period, the R1 
delivered thousands of groceries to Fry’s 
Food Store customers. More recently, the 
company decamped to Houston, Texas, 
where it’s been delivering groceries and 
food orders for Walmart, Domino’s, and 
Kroger using its fleet of retrofitted Toy-
ota Priuses.
Estrada said the company is now fac-
ing the real test of whether it can build 
a viable business around a fleet of fun-
ny-looking, low-speed self-driving vehi-
cles.
“The partnership piece and the custom-
er-facing piece are what needs a lot of 
muscle building,” he said. “Like how do 
you become great at that once you have 
the core technology handled? And that’s 
what we want to focus a lot on this year.” 
(Courtesy https://www.theverge.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Test Drives Will Begin In Houston Soon

R2, The First Self-Driving
Vehicle, Gets Federal Approval

The Nuro R2 will begin testing on public roads 
in Houston, Texas in the coming weeks.

OVERVIEW
Nuro is first driverless car to nab a coveted FMVSS

 exemption from the US Department of Transportation.
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The coronavirus has the potential to be 
as damaging to the global economy as 
the U.S.-China trade war, economists 
are reporting, and if not contained could 
wreak havoc on businesses across the 
globe, with great uncertainty over how 
bad things could get.       
The epicenter of the virus is China, which 
is now the world’s top trading nation and 
largest commodity buyer, and the no. 1 
trading partner for many of the world’s 
biggest economies, including Germany 
and Japan, which both are suffering al-
ready from anemic growth.
Economists worry the fallout could 
crimp China’s economy, potentially cut-
ting its 2020 growth by tens of billions 
of dollars and dragging global GDP back 
to 2019 levels (the worst level of growth 
since the global financial crisis).
Europe, Asia and the Americas also will 
suffer.

The global manufacturing sector is al-
ready in recession in advanced countries 
like the U.S. and eurozone, and the coro-
navirus outbreak is threatening the ser-
vices sector.
•A swath of industries already have felt 
the sting, with American companies 
ranging from Starbucks, Levi Strauss 
and Disney to Apple, Google and JP-
Morgan shutting down operations in 
China or halting production and banning 
employee travel.
•Hotels, airlines, luxury retailers and 
cruise lines also have been hard hit as 
much of China — home to some of the 
world’s biggest spending tourists — is 
locked down until further notice.
Automakers already coping with lower 
car sales in China, the world’s largest ve-
hicle market, are now bracing for further 
declines due to lost production.

Fed chair Jerome Powell delayed action 
from the U.S. central bank at last week’s 
January policy meeting, but his hand 
(and that of other central bankers) may 
be forced, Joseph Brusuelas, chief econ-
omist at tax and consulting firm RSM, 
tells Axios.
“If this continues for another week or 
two, we will begin debating fresh cen-
tral bank action to put a floor under asset 
markets.” (Courtesy axios.com)

Related
Coronavirus Update

The Virus Is Spreading
• As of last Monday evening, China’s pa-
tient count rose to 17,332, and the death 
toll reached 361. Confimed cases abroad 
rose to 153. The first person outside 
China died in the Philippines. The me-
dia has taken aim at authorities’ delayed 
disclosure of key information about the 
epidemic, such as whether human trans-
mission was occurring. “Transparency 
does not cause panic; the only source of 
panic is an absence of truth,” they say in 
an editorial.

Hong Kong’s embattled Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam said the city would close all 
but two border crossings with mainland 
China to limit spread of the coronavirus, 
the SCMP reported, even as she insist-
ed she was not caving to pressure from 
medical personal who went on strike 
today calling for all connections to the 
mainland to be shut. Air links will re-
main open. To stop disease transmission, 
Huanggang government stipulated that 
each household can send only one person 
every two days for grocery shopping. 
Other family members can’t leave their 
homes unless for emergency or medical 

reasons.

Medical Updates 
Chinese authorities have fast-tracked a 
clinical trial by pharmaceutical giant Gil-
ead of a drug to treat the novel corona-
virus. Antiviral drug remdesivir, a failed 
Ebola treatment, will be tested by a med-
ical team from Beijing’s China-Japan 
Friendship Hospital to treat coronavirus 
patients as well as in Wuhan, Bloomberg 
reported.
In all, 270 patients will participate in 
the randomized double-blinded place-
bo-controlled study. Gilead rival Ab-
bVie’s HIV medicine Kaletra has also 
been recommended by China’s health 
regulator for ad-hoc treatment of the 
new virus, for which there is as yet no 
approved drug treatment.
The Guangzhou Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said it found traces of 
the new coronavirus on the door handle 
of the home of a person with the disease, 
the Hubei Daily reports. They cautioned 
the public that the disease could be 
spread through indirect contact, includ-
ing by touching mobile phone screens, 
keyboards, faucets and so on.

The Huoshenshan temporary field 
hospital under construction is seen as 
it nears completion in Wuhan in cen-
tral China’s Hubei Province (Photo: 

AP)
One of the two newly built quarantine 

centers in Wuhan, Fire God Hospital, 
was completed Feb. 2 and will start to 
admit patients Feb 3. The hospital will 
accommodate more than 1,000 patients, 
and 1,400 military medical staff will 
work there. Construction started Dec. 25 
and was completed in nine days. Another 
quarantine center, Thunder God Hospi-
tal, will be completed in two days with 
1,600 beds.(Courtesy 
Caixin Global newsletter@caixin.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Global Economic
Threat Of The Coronavirus

Illustration: Sarah Grillo/Axios



 Monday  Febuary 17, 2020  |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Xi says China must keep economic, 
social order while battling coronavirus

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Uber and Lyft take different 
roads in search of profit

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins, Jun Gai
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com 

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

SHANGHAI/BEIJING (Reuters) - China must make every 
effort to maintain economic and social control as it battles 
the coronavirus epidemic, and avoid causing panic that 
could lead to secondary “disasters,” President Xi Jinping 
told senior officials earlier this month.

Reuters reported this week that Xi had warned officials on 
Feb. 3 that efforts to contain the new coronavirus had gone 
too far, threatening the economy. Those comments came 
days before Beijing rolled out measures to soften the blow.

The epidemic has become a major test for Xi in how to 
balance stamping out the epidemic with protecting an 
economy already growing at its slowest in nearly three 
decades.

His Feb. 3 speech to the Politburo’s Standing Committee 
was published in full by the leading Communist Party 
theoretical journal Qiushi on Saturday. It showed how 
Xi had urged officials to roll out policies to support the 
economy even as they worked to control the spread of the 
coronavirus.

In the speech, he said that the epidemic, which has killed 
more than 1,500 people and infected over 66,000 so far, 
was impacting the economy, especially service industries. 
Actions needed to be taken to maintain China’s industrial 
chain and encourage enterprises to resume production, he 
said.

China “still has to adhere to this year’s economic and 

Inside C2

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping inspects the nov-
el coronavirus preven-
tion and control work at 
Anhuali Community in 
Beijing, China, February 
10, 2020. Xinhua via 
REUTERS ATTEN-
TION EDITORS - 

social development goals”, Xi said in the speech.

He also said it was necessary to increase financial support, 
such as preferential policies for loan interest rates and terms, 
and get migrant workers in major industries back to work.

FILE PHOTO: Chinese President Xi jinping speaks during a 
meeting with Tedros Adhanom, director general of the World 
Health Organization, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
China, January 28, 2020. Naohiko Hatta/Pool via REUTERS
Big projects, especially those in manufacturing, 
should start construction on time, he said, adding 
that boosting consumption was an important hedge 
against the epidemic’s impact. Work should be done 
to promote the wider adoption of 5G technology, 
as well as the purchase of products associated with 
healthy living and cars, Xi added.

The epidemic had revealed “shortcomings and 
deficiencies” in national governance, he said, such as 
how the wildlife animal industry had remained huge 
despite clear risks in their consumption, and how 
the country’s reserves of health and anti-epidemic 
materials were seriously inadequate.

A tendency to insist on formalities and bureaucracy 
have also emerged, creating problems in fighting the 
epidemic, he said, adding that party members who 
did not adequately engage in the work must be held 
accountable and removed from their posts.

He also said he gave instructions on preventing and containing 
the coronavirus on Jan. 7, when he chaired another Politburo 
Standing Committee meeting. China first confirmed that the 
virus had passed from person-to-person and infected some 
medical staff on Jan. 20.
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LOCAL NEWS

MUNICH (Reuters) - U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo defended on Saturday his nation’s 
global role despite misgivings in Europe, vowing 
that Western values would prevail over Russian 
and Chinese desires for “empire”.
Seeking to reassure Europeans troubled by U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s “America first” rhet-
oric, his ambivalence over the NATO military 
alliance and tariffs on European goods, Pompeo 
said there was no crisis in Western leadership.

“I’m happy to report that the death of the trans-
atlantic alliance is grossly exaggerated. The West 
is winning, and we’re winning together,” he said 
in a speech at the Munich Security Conference, 
listing U.S. steps to protect liberal democracies.

Pompeo’s Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, 
accused him of telling “lies, not based on facts” 
about Beijing’s intentions.
Pompeo had been, in part, responding to Ger-
man President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, who 
on Friday accused the United States, Russia and 
China of making the world more dangerous.

French President Emmanuel Macron told the 
conference of international leaders, lawmakers 
and diplomats he was not surprised by Stein-
meier’s speech and had liked it.

“We cannot be the United States’ junior part-
ner,” Macron said, adding that while he supported NATO, 
Europe needed to be able to tackle threats in its neighbor-
hood and at times act independently of Washington.

“I’m impatient for European solutions,” Macron said.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks at the annual 
Munich Security Conference in Germany February 15, 
2020. REUTERS/Andreas Gebert

‘The West is winning,’ U.S. tells China; 
France wary

Trump’s decision to pull out of the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal, as well as the 
Paris climate accord, have undermined 
European priorities, while moves such as 
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capi-
tal have weakened European diplomacy, 
envoys say.

Pompeo defended the U.S. strategy, say-
ing Europe, Japan and other American 
allies were united on China, Iran and 

Russia, despite “tactical differences.”

Pompeo, however, reiterated Wash-
ington’s opposition to the Nord 
Stream 2 gas pipeline under construc-
tion between Russia and Germany 
under the Baltic Sea, a project backed 
by the government of German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel.
Citing Russia’s 2014 annexation 
of Crimea, cyber threats in Iran 

and economic coercion by China, 
Pompeo said those countries were 
still “desiring empires” and destabi-
lizing the rules-based international 
system.

Wang responded to Pompeo by 
saying: “All these accusations against 
China are lies, not based on facts.”

U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike 
Pompeo speaks 
at the annual 
Munich Security 
Conference in 
Germany Feb-
ruary 15, 2020. 
REUTERS/An-
dreas Gebert



Boy wearing a face mask exercises outside a residential compound, as the 
country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing

Customer in protective mask grabs potato chips while riding an escalator inside a supermar-
ket, as the country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing

Worker scans a customer’s mobile phone for payment at a checkout counter inside a supermar-
ket, as the country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing
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Editor’s Choice

Man wearing a face mask crosses a road, as the country is hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, 
in Beijing

People wearing face masks walk past a plane installation after snowfall, as the country is 
hit by an outbreak of the novel coronavirus, in Beijing

Statues with face masks on are seen amid snow in Wuhan, the epicentre of the novel 
coronavirus outbreak

A volunteer firefighter wearing a protective mask, during the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, 
stands next to men dressed in loincloths during a naked festival at Saidaiji Temple in Okayama

People in protective masks, during the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, watch a naked festival at Saidaiji Tem-
ple in Okayama



Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 
health insurance plans, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

Healthcare that understands your culture.

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Mandarin and Cantonese

• The Woodlands OB/GYN  
and Women’s Health

• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Meet Dr. Alan Chang

Dr. Alan Chang is a certified  
da Vinci® surgeon who performs 

laparoscopic hysterectomies 
and other minimally invasive 
gynecological procedures. 

The new Kingwood Clinic, located at 
25553 Highway 59, will begin caring for 

patients on Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

For information, visit
kelsey-seybold.com/kingwood.

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and, Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares.
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COMMUNITY

The hype around autonomous, self-driv-
ing vehicles has for the most part cooled 
off, the industry having run head-first 
into reality. But there’s one company 
that’s not willing to wait years for the 
technology to hit public roads. 
This past week, Nuro became the first 
U.S. company to receive a self-driving 
vehicle exemption, according to founder 
Dave Ferguson. The driverless vehicle 
in question is called R2. After receiving 
approval from both the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, R2 is 
set to begin public tests in Houston, Tex-
as in mere weeks.
How significant is this? As the Verge 
explains, “Right now, Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) re-
quire cars to have basic, human controls, 
like steering wheels, pedals, sideview 
mirrors, and so on … If a proposed new 
vehicle doesn’t comply with all existing 
FMVSS, manufacturers can apply for 

an exemption.” Nuro is the first auton-
omous-vehicle maker to score that ex-
emption.  
While you may not have heard of Nuro 
before — and more prominent car com-
panies have applied for the exemption — 
Dave Ferguson and his co-founder Jiajun 
Zhu have been hyper-focused on this 
technology. Before founding this com-
pany, they were both principal engineers 
on Google’s self-driving car team, and at 
Nuro they’re already two years into the 
testing of their first-generation self-driv-
ing delivery vehicle, R1.

R2 differs by being more durable, small-
er in size and larger in carrying capacity, 
and crucially for the exemption, its speed 
tops out at 25 MPH. Once testing is com-
plete, the idea is for it to bring products 
like groceries (it’s temperature con-
trolled, after all) right to your doorstep, 
with customers unlocking them with a 
code on a touchscreen.
“The launch of R2 marks a new phase for 
Nuro, as we work towards deploying our 
delivery services at city scale in Houston 
with multiple partners,” writes Ferguson. 
So if you see a weird pod topped with 
a surveillance camera rolling around the 
city next time you visit, don’t worry, it’s 
just delivering kale.
Nuro, the self-driving startup founded 
by two ex-Google engineers, has a new 
delivery robot. The R2 is the company’s 
second-generation vehicle, and while it 
looks similar to the first-generation R1 
— egg-shaped, no room for a human 
driver, objectively cute — there is one 
important difference: the R2 has been 
granted a special exemption from federal 
safety requirements.
That may sound dangerous, but it’s ac-
tually pretty significant. It gives Nuro 
permission to produce and test vehicles 
that aren’t intended for human drivers. 
Right now, Federal Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Standards (FMVSS) require cars to 
have basic, human controls, like steering 
wheels, pedals, sideview mirrors, and so 
on. These standards specify how vehi-
cles must be designed before they can be 
sold in the US. If a proposed new vehicle 
doesn’t comply with all existing FM-
VSS, manufacturers can apply for an ex-
emption. But the government is allowed 
to grant 2,500 exemptions per company 
per year.
But regulators haven’t granted any ex-
emptions to autonomous vehicle com-
panies — until now. Nuro says it’s the 
first, which allows it to begin operating 
its driverless delivery vehicles on public 
roads “with regulatory certainty,” ac-
cording to David Estrada, the company’s 
chief legal officer.
“In order for them to grant this exemp-
tion, the process requires them to con-

clude that the vehicle itself is at least 
as safe as one that would be required 
to meet the standards,” he said in an in-
terview with The Verge. “That doesn’t 
mean that they look at the whole vehi-
cle. But what it means is they say, ‘When 
Nuro removes the mirrors and doesn’t 
have the windshield and doesn’t have the 
backup camera, we conclude that the ve-
hicle itself will be at least as safe as if it 
did have these things.’”

 “Since this is a low-speed self-driving 
delivery vehicle, certain features that 
the Department traditionally required – 
such as mirrors and windshield for ve-
hicles carrying drivers – no longer make 
sense,” Transportation Secretary Elaine 
Chao said in a statement.
But Nuro’s exemption will come with 
some strings attached. According to the 
department:
Given the R2’s unique and novel de-
sign, though, NHTSA has determined 
that it would be in the public interest 
to maintain greater oversight of the R2 
than typical for an exempt vehicle, and 
has conditioned the exemption on a set 
of terms including mandatory reporting 
of information about the operation of the 
R2 (including the automated driving sys-
tem) and required outreach to the com-
munities where the R2 will be deployed.
The R2 was built with the help of Detroit 
auto supplier Roush, which also helped 
build Google’s now retired “Firefly” pro-
totype cars. The two vehicles have a lot 
in common: both are capped at 25 mph, 
lack traditional controls like steering 
wheels and pedals, and are adorably egg-
shaped. But while the Firefly was built as 
a demonstrator for Google’s self-driving 
prowess, the R2 is designed to be a mon-
eymaker.
There are still a host of questions about 
Nuro’s business model — Will people 
with accessibility issues want to walk 

all the way to the curb to retrieve their 
goods? Will Nuro be confined to the 
suburbs, or can it scale to more urban ar-
eas? — but the exemption from DOT is a 
clear win for the company’s future.
“The first thing on the minds of people 
and public policymakers is safety,” Es-
trada said. 
“So we think that the best way to do 
that is a vehicle designed with external 
safety in mind. So we are a lightweight 
vehicle that is less capable of inflicting 
harm than a 3,000-pound vehicle. It 
drives very safely when it comes down 
the road, and then when it stops, it’s nar-
row, it’s about two thirds the width of a 
regular car, easier for other cars [and] bi-
cyclists and pedestrians to pass around.”
Building cars is expensive. Lucky for 
Nuro, it netted a nearly $1 billion invest-
ment from Japanese tech company Soft-
Bank last year. Some of that cash was put 
toward building six R1 vehicles, though 
Nuro won’t say how many R2s it hopes 
to build.

Nuro is retiring its R1 vehicles, which 
were tested on public roads in Scotts-
dale, Arizona, from December 2018 to 
March 2019. During that period, the R1 
delivered thousands of groceries to Fry’s 
Food Store customers. More recently, the 
company decamped to Houston, Texas, 
where it’s been delivering groceries and 
food orders for Walmart, Domino’s, and 
Kroger using its fleet of retrofitted Toy-
ota Priuses.
Estrada said the company is now fac-
ing the real test of whether it can build 
a viable business around a fleet of fun-
ny-looking, low-speed self-driving vehi-
cles.
“The partnership piece and the custom-
er-facing piece are what needs a lot of 
muscle building,” he said. “Like how do 
you become great at that once you have 
the core technology handled? And that’s 
what we want to focus a lot on this year.” 
(Courtesy https://www.theverge.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Test Drives Will Begin In Houston Soon

R2, The First Self-Driving
Vehicle, Gets Federal Approval

The Nuro R2 will begin testing on public roads 
in Houston, Texas in the coming weeks.

OVERVIEW
Nuro is first driverless car to nab a coveted FMVSS

 exemption from the US Department of Transportation.
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The coronavirus has the potential to be 
as damaging to the global economy as 
the U.S.-China trade war, economists 
are reporting, and if not contained could 
wreak havoc on businesses across the 
globe, with great uncertainty over how 
bad things could get.       
The epicenter of the virus is China, which 
is now the world’s top trading nation and 
largest commodity buyer, and the no. 1 
trading partner for many of the world’s 
biggest economies, including Germany 
and Japan, which both are suffering al-
ready from anemic growth.
Economists worry the fallout could 
crimp China’s economy, potentially cut-
ting its 2020 growth by tens of billions 
of dollars and dragging global GDP back 
to 2019 levels (the worst level of growth 
since the global financial crisis).
Europe, Asia and the Americas also will 
suffer.

The global manufacturing sector is al-
ready in recession in advanced countries 
like the U.S. and eurozone, and the coro-
navirus outbreak is threatening the ser-
vices sector.
•A swath of industries already have felt 
the sting, with American companies 
ranging from Starbucks, Levi Strauss 
and Disney to Apple, Google and JP-
Morgan shutting down operations in 
China or halting production and banning 
employee travel.
•Hotels, airlines, luxury retailers and 
cruise lines also have been hard hit as 
much of China — home to some of the 
world’s biggest spending tourists — is 
locked down until further notice.
Automakers already coping with lower 
car sales in China, the world’s largest ve-
hicle market, are now bracing for further 
declines due to lost production.

Fed chair Jerome Powell delayed action 
from the U.S. central bank at last week’s 
January policy meeting, but his hand 
(and that of other central bankers) may 
be forced, Joseph Brusuelas, chief econ-
omist at tax and consulting firm RSM, 
tells Axios.
“If this continues for another week or 
two, we will begin debating fresh cen-
tral bank action to put a floor under asset 
markets.” (Courtesy axios.com)

Related
Coronavirus Update

The Virus Is Spreading
• As of last Monday evening, China’s pa-
tient count rose to 17,332, and the death 
toll reached 361. Confimed cases abroad 
rose to 153. The first person outside 
China died in the Philippines. The me-
dia has taken aim at authorities’ delayed 
disclosure of key information about the 
epidemic, such as whether human trans-
mission was occurring. “Transparency 
does not cause panic; the only source of 
panic is an absence of truth,” they say in 
an editorial.

Hong Kong’s embattled Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam said the city would close all 
but two border crossings with mainland 
China to limit spread of the coronavirus, 
the SCMP reported, even as she insist-
ed she was not caving to pressure from 
medical personal who went on strike 
today calling for all connections to the 
mainland to be shut. Air links will re-
main open. To stop disease transmission, 
Huanggang government stipulated that 
each household can send only one person 
every two days for grocery shopping. 
Other family members can’t leave their 
homes unless for emergency or medical 

reasons.

Medical Updates 
Chinese authorities have fast-tracked a 
clinical trial by pharmaceutical giant Gil-
ead of a drug to treat the novel corona-
virus. Antiviral drug remdesivir, a failed 
Ebola treatment, will be tested by a med-
ical team from Beijing’s China-Japan 
Friendship Hospital to treat coronavirus 
patients as well as in Wuhan, Bloomberg 
reported.
In all, 270 patients will participate in 
the randomized double-blinded place-
bo-controlled study. Gilead rival Ab-
bVie’s HIV medicine Kaletra has also 
been recommended by China’s health 
regulator for ad-hoc treatment of the 
new virus, for which there is as yet no 
approved drug treatment.
The Guangzhou Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said it found traces of 
the new coronavirus on the door handle 
of the home of a person with the disease, 
the Hubei Daily reports. They cautioned 
the public that the disease could be 
spread through indirect contact, includ-
ing by touching mobile phone screens, 
keyboards, faucets and so on.

The Huoshenshan temporary field 
hospital under construction is seen as 
it nears completion in Wuhan in cen-
tral China’s Hubei Province (Photo: 

AP)
One of the two newly built quarantine 

centers in Wuhan, Fire God Hospital, 
was completed Feb. 2 and will start to 
admit patients Feb 3. The hospital will 
accommodate more than 1,000 patients, 
and 1,400 military medical staff will 
work there. Construction started Dec. 25 
and was completed in nine days. Another 
quarantine center, Thunder God Hospi-
tal, will be completed in two days with 
1,600 beds.(Courtesy 
Caixin Global newsletter@caixin.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Global Economic
Threat Of The Coronavirus

Illustration: Sarah Grillo/Axios
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