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Coronavirus cases outside China ‘could 
be spark’’ for bigger fire, WHO says
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BEIJING/GENEVA (Reuters) - The World Health Orga-
nization said on Monday the spread of coronavirus cases 
among people who have not been to China could be “the 
spark that becomes a bigger fire” and the human race must 
not let the epidemic get out of control.

As of 0500 GMT on Monday, there had been 40,235 con-
firmed cases reported in China and 909 deaths, as well as 
319 cases in 24 other countries, including one death, WHO 
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

The death toll from the epidemic had jumped by 97 on 
Sunday - the largest number in a single day since the virus 
was detected in the city of Wuhan in December.

RELATED COVERAGE
‘Come home’: Pakistan student in Wuhan misses father’s 
funeral, anxiety grows
Latest on coronavirus spreading in China and beyond
See more stories
The Diamond Princess cruise ship with 3,700 passengers 
and crew on board remained quarantined in the Japanese 
port of Yokohama, with 65 more cases detected, taking the 
number of confirmed case from the Carnival Corp-owned 
vessel to 135.

European stocks fell on concerns about the impact of the 
closure of factories in China on supply chains for compa-
nies from Taiwan’s iPhone-maker Foxconn to carmakers 
Kia Motors and Nissan
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Chinese President Xi 
Jinping inspects the nov-
el coronavirus preven-
tion and control work at 
Anhuali Community in 
Beijing, China, February 
10, 2020. Xinhua via 
REUTERS

Across mainland China, where people were trickling back to 
work after an extended Lunar New Year holiday, 3,062 new in-
fections were confirmed on Sunday, according to the National 
Health Commission (NHC).
Wu Fan, vice-dean of Shanghai Fudan University Medical 
school, said there was hope of a turning point in the outbreak. 
But Ghebreyesus said there had been “concerning instances” of 
transmission from people who had not been to China.

“It could be the spark that becomes a bigger fire,” Ghebreyesus 
told reporters in Geneva. “But for now it is only a spark. Our 
objective remains containment.

“We should really fight hard as one human race to fight this 
virus before it gets out of control,” he said.

An advance team of international WHO experts had arrived in 
China to investigate.

Chinese President Xi Jinping inspects the novel coronavirus 
prevention and control work at Anhuali Community in Beijing, 
China, February 10, 2020. Xinhua via REUTERS
“This mission brings together the best of Chinese science, Chi-
nese public health with the best of the world’s public health”, 
the WHO’s Mike Ryan said in Geneva.

The death toll from the outbreak has now surpassed that of 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which killed 
hundreds worldwide in 2002/2003.

NERVOUS COMMUTERS
Usually teeming Chinese cities have become virtual ghost 
towns after Communist Party rulers ordered lockdowns, can-
celled flights and closed factories and schools.
Ten extra days had been added to the Lunar New Year holidays 
that had been due to finish at the end of January. But even on 
Monday, many workplaces remained closed as people worked 
from home.

Few commuters were seen during the morning rush-
hour on one of Beijing’s busiest subway lines. All 
wore masks. Graphic: Comparing new coronavirus to 
SARS and MERS - here
One Beijing government official, Zhang Gewho, said it would 
be harder to curb the spread of the virus as people returned to 
work.

“The capacity of communities and flow of people will greatly 
increase and the difficulty,” he said.

Slideshow (18 Images)
Hubei, the province of 60 million people that is the hardest 
hit by the outbreak, remains in virtual lockdown, with its train 
stations and airports shut and roads sealed.

In Britain, the government said the number of confirmed coro-
navirus cases there had doubled to eight. It declared the virus 
a serious and imminent threat, giving it additional powers to 
isolate those suspected of being infected.
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GENEVA/LONDON (Reuters) - An advance team of World 
Health Organization medical experts arrived in China on Monday 
to help investigate the coronavirus outbreak, WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

Traders wearing face masks are seen on the trading floor at a 
flower auction trading centre following an outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus in the country, in Kunming, Yunnan province, China 
February 10, 2020. cnsphoto via REUTERS
Tedros, who met Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing last 
month, returned with an agreement on sending an international 
mission. It took nearly two weeks to get the green light from the 

Advance team of WHO experts ar-
rives in China to probe coronavirus

Chinese government on the team, led 
by Canadian emergency expert Dr. 
Bruce Aylward.

“Bruce and his colleagues will be 
working with their Chinese counter-
parts to make sure we have the right 
expertise on the team to answer the 
right questions,” Tedros told a news 
conference.

RELATED COVERAGE

Here is what WHO experts are watching 
on the coronavirus’ spread
“We hope the rest of the team will join 
them as soon as possible. The team could 
range between 10 and 15,” he said, giving 
no details on their identities.

There have been 40,235 confirmed cases 
reported in China and 909 deaths, he said.

Tedros voiced concern at limited inci-
dents, reported by European authorities 

at the weekend, of person-to-person 
spread of the virus by people with no 
history of travel to China.
“In recent days, we have seen some 
concerning instances of onward 
transmission from people with no 
travel history to China, like the cases 
reported in France yesterday and the 
United Kingdom today,” he said.

“The detection of this small num-
ber of cases could be the spark that 
becomes a bigger fire. But for now it’s 
only a spark. Our objective remains 
containment.”

Dr. Mike Ryan, WHO’s top emergen-
cies expert, asked about an inter-
national business meeting held at a 
Singapore hotel on Jan 20-22, said 
it did not appear to have spread the 
virus widely.

“No, I think it is way too early and 
much more of an exaggeration to 
consider the Singapore conference 
event a ‘super-spreading event’,” Ryan 
said
There are about 40 confirmed cases 
in Singapore, including 21 associat-
ed with import from China and 19 
locally acquired with no history of 
travel, he said.
“The Singapore conference cluster 
has 12 cases associated with it. Those 
5 in France, the 3 in Singapore itself, 
and then (South) Korea, Malaysia and 
the United Kingdom,” Ryan added, 
noting that those figures were in the 
single digits.

Traders wearing face 
masks are seen on 
the trading floor at a 
flower auction trading 
centre following an 
outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus in the 
country, in Kunming, 
Yunnan province, 
China February 10, 
2020. cnsphoto via 
REUTERS



Brad Pitt reacts as he is interviewed on the red carpet during the Oscars arriv-
als at the 92nd Academy Awards in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, U.S., 
February 9, 2020. REUTERS/Mike Blake TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Bong Joon Ho poses with the Oscar for Best Director for “Parasite” in the photo room 
during the 92nd Academy Awards in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, U.S., February 9, 
2020. REUTERS/Lucas Jackson TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

People wearing face masks stand on an elevator down to the platform inside the Xierqi subway 
station, in the morning after the extended Lunar New Year holiday caused by the novel corona-
virus outbreak, in Beijing
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Steven Bognar, Julia Reichert and Jeff Reichert react with the Oscar for Best Documentary Feature 
for “American Factory” next to presenter Mark Ruffalo in the photo room during the 92nd Academy 
Awards in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, U.S., February 9, 2020. REUTERS/Lucas Jackson TPX 
IMAGES OF THE DAY

Brie Larson walking barefoot at the 92nd Academy Awards in Hollywood, Los Angeles, 
California, U.S., February 9, 2020. REUTERS/Mario Anzuoni TPX IMAGES OF THE 
DAY

Best Actor winner Joaquin Phoenix, Best Actress Renee Zellweger and Best Sup-
porting Actor Brad Pitt pose with their Oscars in the photo room during the 92nd 
Academy Awards in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, U.S., February 9, 2020. 
REUTERS/Lucas Jackson TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Bong Joon Ho poses with the Oscars for “Parasite” at the Governors Ball following the 92nd 
Academy Awards in Los Angeles, California, U.S., February 9, 2020. REUTERS/Eric Gaillard 
TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Renee Zellweger poses with her Oscar for Best Actress in “Judy” in the photo room during the 92nd Academy 
Awards in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, U.S., February 9, 2020. REUTERS/Lucas Jackson TPX IMAGES 
OF THE DAY
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The Foster Grandparent Program (FGP) is 
one of the three programs of the federally 
funded Senior Corps. The Foster Grand-
parent Program offers older adults age 55 
and older opportunities to serve as men-
tors, tutors and caregivers for children and 
youth with special and exceptional needs.
Foster Grandparents volunteer in schools, 
hospitals, drug treatment facilities, correc-
tional institutions, Head Start and other 
day care centers. There are 30,000 Foster 
Grandparents nationwide.
Volunteers share their love and wisdom 
with children and youth in the Harris 
County community. Foster Grandparents 
must be 55 years of age or older, meet 
income eligibility requirements and be in-
terested in working with children.
Foster Grandparents volunteer a minimum 
of 20 hours a week and on special assign-
ments volunteers can serve up to 40 hours 
per week.
• A stipend of $2.65 per hour which by 
federal law is not taxable and does not 

• Limited transportation reimbursement
• A meal at the volunteer site or limited 
reimbursement
• In-service training
• Excess liability insurance
• The satisfaction of knowing they have 
made a difference in the life of a child

Related

The Foster Grandparent Program 
(FGP) Is Part of the Senior Corps

Senior Corps is a United States govern-
ment agency under the authority of the 
Corporation for National and Community 
Service. Its stated mission is to provide aid 
to senior citizens in communities while 
promoting a sense of community. There 
are about 400,000 members nationwide. 
Senior Corps was formed when its con-
stituent programs—Foster Grandparents, 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP), and Senior Companions—were 
merged when the Corporation for Nation-
al and Community Service was formed by 
then-president Bill Clinton in 1993.
The three programs have unique histories, 

need. The Foster Grandparent Program 
was piloted on August 28, 1965, to entice 
low income people over 60 in communi-
ty service. The Senior Companion Pro-
gram began as part of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare and Ad-

ministration on Aging in 1968, and before 
being legislated and signed into law under 
President Richard Nixon. 

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) began as an outgrowth by 
private groups and government agencies 
to create opportunities of engagement, 
activity, and growth for older Americans 
following the work of the Community 
Service Society of New York on Staten Is-
land beginning in 1965; the Society’s suc-
cess led the Older Americans Act being 
amended to create RSVP as a nationwide 
program in 1969

History
Senior Corps was formed 
from a merge of its con-
stituent programs: Foster 
Grandparents, Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program 

(RSVP), and Senior Companions. The 
three were originally mandated under the 
Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973 
with similar aims. The three programs 
have unique histories, and each was devel-

crafted on the same belief that older adults 
are valuable resources to their communi-

ties. When the Corporation for National 
and Community Service was formed by 
then-president Bill Clinton in 1993, the 
three organizations were reformed into the 
single agency Senior Corps.
The Foster Grandparent Program was pi-
loted on August 28, 1965, to entice low 
income people over 60 in community 
service. The program quickly revealed 
the positive impact these thriving older 
Americans have on exceptional and spe-
cial needs children and grew in scope. 
In the 1980s, the Foster Grandparent 
Program was championed by First Lady 
Nancy Reagan. She drew attention to the 
program and helped it grow as one of her 
pet projects.
In 1968, the Senior Companion Program 
began as part of the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare and Administra-
tion on Aging. Five years later, President 
Richard Nixon asked Congress to expand 
the role of low-income older volunteers 
who provide personal services to others. 
Seven months later, the Senior Compan-
ion Program was signed into law.

RSVP began as 
an outgrowth by 
private groups 
and government 
agencies to create 

opportunities of engagement, activity, and 
growth for older Americans. One of the 
earliest programs, the Community Ser-
vice Society of New York, began in 1965 
on Staten Island. The project involved a 
small group of volunteers who were ded-
icated to serving their communities in a 
variety of ways. It was due to the success 
of their efforts that led to an amendment to 
the Older Americans Act, creating RSVP 
as a nationwide program in 1969.
Foster Grandparents
First operational on August 28, 1965, the 
Foster Grandparents program enables se-

niors to interact with and support young 
children, thus acting as fostergrandpar-
ents. Open to seniors 55 and over, the 
program’s goal is to provide “grandpar-
ents” who will give emotional support to 
victims of abuse and tutor, mentor, and 
care for children with disabilities. The 
participants make a difference in the lives 

of these children, receive pre-service and 
monthly training sessions, transportation 
reimbursement, an annual physical, and 
accident and liability insurance while 
working with the child/children. Some 
Foster Grandparents also receive small 
tax-free stipends to offset costs incurred 
while participating in the program; eli-
gibility for these stipends is based on in-
come criteria.
Programs
Senior Corps is for people age 55+ who 
want to share their experiences with others 
who are most in need of mentors, coaches, 
or a companion.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Foster Grandparent Program (FGP) – 
Making A Difference In The Community
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Defense Secretary Mark Esper on Sat-
urday approved a request from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
for the possible use of military facilities 
to accommodate 1,000 people who may 
have to be quarantined upon arrival from 
overseas due to a new virus. A Defense 
Department statement said HHS officials 
requested the use of several facilities ca-
pable of housing at least 250 people in 
individual rooms through Feb. 29. HHS 
would be responsible for all care, trans-
portation and security of the evacuees, 
according to the statement.
The viral outbreak began in China, 
where the death toll rose to 259 on Satur-
day. More than 11,900 people have been 
infected with the coronavirus globally, 
the vast majority of them on the Chinese 
mainland.
An order signed Friday by President 
Donald Trump temporarily bars entry 
to foreign nationals who have traveled 
to China within the last 14 days, with 
the exception of immediate family of 

U.S. citizens and permanent residents. 
Americans returning from China will 
be allowed into the country, but will 
face screening at select ports of entry 
and be required to undertake 14 days of 
self-screening to ensure they don’t pose 
a health risk.

Nearly 200 Americans already are 
quarantined at the March Air Reserve 
Base in Riverside, California. None 

have shown signs of illness.
Those returning from Hubei province, 
the center of the outbreak, will be sub-
ject to up to 14 days of mandatory quar-
antine.

The installations selected by the Defense 
Department are the 168th Regiment, 
Regional Training Institute, Fort Car-
son, Colorado; Travis Air Force Base, 
California; Lackland Air Force Base, 
Texas; Marine Corps Air Station Mira-
mar, California. Nearly 200 Americans 
already are quarantined at a military base 
in Southern California after being evac-
uated from Wuhan, the capital of Hubei 
province.
Beginning Sunday, the U.S. began fun-
neling all flights to the U.S. from China 
to seven major airports where passengers 
can be screened for illness.

Related
U.K. Calls Coronavirus ‘Serious’ 

Health Threat; Will Detain People

People wearing face masks disembark 
from an aircraft repatriating British 
and other nationalities to the U.K. 
from the coronavirus hit city of Wu-
han in China, after arriving at RAF 
Brize Norton, England, on Feb. 9, 

2020. (Photo AP)
LONDON -- Britain has declared the 
new coronavirus that emerged from 
China a “serious and imminent threat to 
public health” and announced new mea-
sures Monday to combat the spread of 
the disease.
The U.K. Department of Health and So-
cial Care said people people with the vi-
rus can now be forcibly quarantined and 
will not be free to leave. It named two 
British specialist hospitals in London 
as isolation facilities for those affected: 
Guy’s and St. Thomas’ and The Royal 
Free. 
“The incidence or transmission of nov-

el coronavirus constitutes a serious and 
imminent threat to public health, and the 
measures outlined in these regulations 
are considered as an effective means of 
delaying or preventing further transmis-
sion of the virus,” the agency said. Brit-
ain has only eight of Europe’s 43 con-
firmed virus cases but it is a key travel 
hub between Asia and Europe.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s spokes-
man described the announcement as a 
measure to strengthen regulations and 
said it does not mean the threat to the 
public has increased.
“The U.K. threat level as set by Public 
Health England and the chief medical 
officer remains unchanged at moderate,” 
said spokesman James Slack.
The change comes after a British man 
who caught the virus at a business con-
ference in Singapore in January appears 
to be linked to at least seven other con-
firmed cases in Europe. China on Mon-
day said 908 people had died of the virus 
on the mainland and over 40,170 had 
been infected. More than 360 cases have 
been confirmed outside mainland China, 
including two deaths in Hong Kong and 
the Philippines.

Five British citizens, including a 9-year-
old boy, contracted the virus in the 
French Alpine ski town of Contam-

ines-Montjoie after staying in the same 
chalet as the British man.
In Brussels, the European Union com-
missioner for crisis management said 
Monday that the new virus will be 
discussed Thursday at an emergency 
meeting of health ministers from the 
27-member bloc. Janez Lenarcic said the 
new virus is spreading with great speed 
and poses a “serious danger for public 
health.”
Over 500 EU citizens have been repatri-
ated from China in the last few weeks to 
avoid being infected.
Ukraine, which has no virus cases, said 
two Ukrainians working as crew mem-
bers on the Diamond Princess cruise ship 
that is quarantined in Japan have come 
down with the virus. They have been 
transferred to a Tokyo hospital and will 
be in quarantine for 14 days.  (Courtesy 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Military Bases Can House People For Quarantine
Upon Arrival From Overseas Due To Coronavirus

Pentagon Approves Using Military 
Bases To Quarantine 1,000

Defense Secretary Mark Esper on Saturday approved a request from the 
Department of Health and Human Services for the possible use of military 

facilities to quarantine for coronavirus. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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