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(Reuters) - Reluctant to go outside for fear of catching the 
new coronavirus sweeping the Chinese city of Wuhan, 
Edward Wang found a lifeline: grocery delivery services 
provided by local retailers.
But with hundreds of thousands of other people in Wuhan 
also stuck inside their homes doing the same thing, 
and retailers struggling to get hold of their staff, the ser-
vice became overloaded.
So for Wang, now in Canada after flying out of Wuhan on 
an evacuation flight, a daily ritual developed during his 
days on virtual lockdown in the city.
At the turn of midnight, grocery stores would open up their 
order book for the day’s deliveries, and he would pounce 
to place his order before all the delivery slots were taken 
by other customers.
“You have to be very quick,” he told Reuters by phone.
“Usually, if they release their inventory at midnight, the 
day before, you basically have to finish by 12:02 or 12:03, 
so within 2 or 3 minutes, otherwise, all the delivery sched-
ules are booked up.”
“There are basically no delivery people working right now. 
Basically for those stores, it is just the store manager driv-
ing their own private car around the neighborhood trying 
to deliver groceries.”
Wang grew up in Canada, and has family in Wuhan, the 
city at the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak. He was in 
Wuhan when the coronavirus outbreak hit.

Eventually, he left Wuhan on board a U.S.-chartered evac-

Inside C2

Doctor puts on protec-
tive goggles before en-
tering the isolation ward 
at a hospital, following 
the outbreak of a new 
coronavirus in Wuhan

uation flight, and then, with other evacuees, he transferred to 
another plane that landed on Friday at a Canadian military base 
in Trenton, Ontario.

He recorded video footage on the plane after it landed, show-
ing a Canadian immigration official, dressed in a face mask 
and goggles, addressing passengers.

The official said that on disembarking, they would go through 
a sanitary footbath, and would have to hand over their used 
face masks and be given fresh ones.

“Welcome home,” he said to the passengers.

The evacuees will now stay in quarantine in the Trenton mili-
tary base for 14 days.

Wang said once he had been cleared as free of the virus by Ca-
nadian medical authorities, he planned to head to Vancouver, 
where his family has a home.

“I have not been in this kind of situation before, where I had 
to be evacuated from somewhere. You imagine things like this 
happening in war zones,” he said.
He said he had weighed his options before deciding to fly to 
Canada. In Wuhan, he could limit the chance of infection by 
avoiding contact with other people. By boarding a plane, he 
would potentially put himself in contact with people who were 
infected.

On balance, though, he decided to leave because he believed 
China’s healthcare services were struggling to cope.

“On the off chance that we do get sick, I’d rather get sick in 
Canada,” he said.

Staff members check body temperatures of the passengers 
arriving from the train from Wuhan to Hangzhou, at Hang-
zhou Railway Station ahead of the Chinese Lunar New 
Year in Zhejiang province, China January 23, 2020. China 
Daily via REUTERS ATTENTION EDITORS 
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LOCAL NEWS

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Uber Technologies Inc (UBER.N) and 
Lyft Inc (LYFT.O), the two leading U.S. ride-hailing companies, 
are on divergent paths as Uber pours money into money-losing 
side businesses while smaller rival Lyft focuses on moving people 
around.

Uber shares shot up 9% on Friday after the company said on 
Thursday it could achieve a measure of company-wide profitability 
in the fourth quarter of 2020, a year ahead of a previous target. 
That measure excludes expenses for stock-based compensation and 
other items. Uber still expects to lose more than $1 billion for all of 
2020.

Uber and Lyft, both based in San Francisco, are ride hailing’s odd 
couple. Uber is much larger, with $3.8 billion in revenues for the 
first nine months of 2019 compared to $956 million for Lyft. At 
almost $69 billion, Uber’s market valuation is nearly five times that 
of Lyft’s - and well ahead of automaker General Motors Co(GM.N).

Uber operates in more markets around the world, although it has 
clashed with regulators in London and Germany and struggled in 
some Asian markets. Lyft focuses on North America.

Lyft has more quickly developed ways to retain high-paying repeat 
riders across its entire operation via a single subscription model it 
launched in October. Uber on Thursday told investors 2020 would 
be the “year of subscriptions” when it plans to combine its loyalty 
programs across rides and food delivery into a single plan.

Uber currently offers a cross-platform points rewards program 
and in 2018 launched a monthly subscription that protects riders 
against surge pricing because of traffic or weather, available in 40 
U.S. cities.

Uber’s ride-hailing business, which generates around three quar-
ters of its revenue, is profitable right now. Uber’s other operations 
are dragging down the company’s bottom line. Over the past five 

Uber and Lyft take different roads in 
search of profit

years, Uber has built out its food-de-
livery business Eats, developed 
self-driving cars, worked on long-
haul trucking operations and even on 
commercial passenger drone shuttles.

All of those businesses are money 
losers. Uber Eats recorded an adjust-
ed EBITDA loss of $777 million in 
the last two quarters of 2019, the two 
quarters for which it broke out that 
metric.

Most major analysts still prefer shares 
of Uber. Its size, the profitability of its 
ride-hailing segment and its ability 
to withstand regional downturns or 
regulatory pressure in a single market 
made it a safer long-term investment, 
said Angelo Zino, analyst at CFRA.

But some analysts said Lyft is a less-
risky bet.

“We prefer Lyft because it focuses on 
the most profitable business in North 
America, the largest rides market,” 
Cascend Securities analyst Eric Ross 
said.

Uber and Lyft declined to comment.
Lyft is reporting fourth quarter earn-
ings on Feb. 11. In October it told 
investors it would be adjusted EBIT-
DA profitable by the end of 2021. 
Analysts said they did not expect Lyft 
to move its profit target.

Thailand security 
forces evacuated 
people from a 
shopping mall 
as they chase a 
shooter hid-
den in after a 
mass shooting 
in front of the 
Terminal 21, in 
Nakhon Ratcha-
sima, Thailand 
February 9, 2020. 
REUTERS/Athit 
Perawongmetha



Feb 7, 2020; Boston, Massachusetts, USA; Boston Celtics forward Jayson 
Tatum (0) looks for an opening around Atlanta Hawks guard Jeff Teague (00) 
and forward John Collins (20) during the first quarter at TD Garden. Manda-
tory Credit: Winslow Townson-USA TODAY Sports TPX IMAGES OF THE 
DAY

As Democratic presidential candidates canvass the state, Nolan Pelletier wears a cape of 
stars and stripes for a haircut on his 10th birthday at the Parliament Barber Shop in Man-
chester, New Hampshire, U.S., February 8, 2020. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque TPX IMAG-
ES OF THE DAY

35th Film Independent Spirit Awards - Arrivals - Santa Monica, California, U.S., February 8, 
2020 - Elisabeth Moss. REUTERS/Lucas Jackson
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Rugby Union - Six Nations Championship - Ireland v Wales - Aviva Stadium, Dublin, Ireland - Febru-
ary 8, 2020 Wales’ Tomos Williams scores their first try REUTERS/Ian Walton TPX IMAGES OF THE 
DAY

Anti-Nazi demonstrators hold a placard as neo-Nazi groups attend the “Day of Hon-
our” in Budapest, Hungary, February 8, 2020, to commemorate the breakout attempt 
by Schutzstaffel (SS) troops from Soviet-surrounded Budapest during World War Two. 
REUTERS/Bernadett Szabo TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

“Black Brigade” activists demonstrate against BP inside the British Museum in 
London

February 8, 2020; Pebble Beach, California, USA; Macklemore rides a scooter during the third 
round of the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am golf tournament at Pebble Beach Golf Links. Manda-
tory Credit: Michael Madrid-USA TODAY Sports

Thai security forces enter a shopping mall chasing the hidden shooter after a mass shooting in front of the Termi-
nal 21, in Nakhon Ratchasima



Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 
health insurance plans, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

Healthcare that understands your culture.

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Mandarin and Cantonese

• The Woodlands OB/GYN  
and Women’s Health

• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Meet Dr. Alan Chang

Dr. Alan Chang is a certified  
da Vinci® surgeon who performs 

laparoscopic hysterectomies 
and other minimally invasive 
gynecological procedures. 

The new Kingwood Clinic, located at 
25553 Highway 59, will begin caring for 

patients on Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

For information, visit
kelsey-seybold.com/kingwood.

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and, Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares.
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COMMUNITY

Fear mongering, or the intentional spread 
of frightening and exaggerated rumors in 
order to  arouse public fear about an is-
sue, has always been an unfortunate side 
effect of deadly viruses, such as with 
the Ebola crisis in 2014 or the spread of 
Swine Flu in 2009. As public fear contin-
ues to be stoked and radicalized, so can 
racism and harmful bias against those 
whose origins align with the starting 
point of said virus. 
Not just in the United States but across 
the world, people are reporting cases of 
blatant racism, despite the fact that many 
of those who are now being targeted 
have never even stepped foot in China. 
Some are not even of Chinese descent, 
but from different Asian origins.

On college campuses
One of the five confirmed U.S. cases of 
the coronavirus was found at Arizona 
State University (ASU). ASU officials 
have notified students, parents and fac-
ulty via email that the person who con-
tracted the virus does not live on campus 
and is being isolated to keep the virus 
from spreading. Despite that fact, Busi-
ness Insider has reported anti-Chinese 
sentiment growing on campus.

Students have mentioned a social and 
cultural divide that already exists be-
tween the large population of interna-
tional students from China at ASU and 
the rest of the student body, stating that 
the virus “just made it more obvious.”

On social media
Thousands took to Twitter to blame what 
they considered to be “dirty” Chinese 
eating habits and the consumption of 
exotic animals for the outbreak, which is 
said to have begun at a market in Wuhan. 

“Rumors can travel more quickly and 
more widely than they could in an era 
before social media,” said Thomas Rid to 
Bloomberg. Rid is a professor of strate-
gic studies at Johns Hopkins University 
who has a forthcoming book on the his-
tory of disinformation. 
This fear mongering and its subsequent 
conspiracy theories can lead to danger-
ous consequences, not only linked to 
racism-sparked violence. Tweets and 
Facebook posts from U.S. conspiracy 
theory accounts said drinking bleach 
could protect against the virus. On You-
Tube, a series of videos accusing media 
organizations of suppressing information 
had hundreds of thousands of views, the 
most watched video labeled: “The sud-
den lack of new information coming out 
of China has Chris spooked.”
Social media sites like Twitter are now 
trying to stave off false information re-
lated to the virus by directing users to 
reliable sources, prompting users who 
search for “coronavirus” to visit the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
website. 

Some government officials have even 
had to warn their citizens about false in-
formation spreading around the internet, 
purporting itself to be coming from the 
government such as in Australia.                                                                                                                                   
In Singapore, tens of thousands of resi-
dents have signed a petition calling for 
the government to ban Chinese nationals 
from entering the country and in places 
like Hong Kong, South Korea and Viet-

nam, businesses have posted signs say-
ing that mainland Chinese customers are 
not welcome.

Affecting businesses 
Chinese-owned businesses have taken a 
hit across North America, with cases of 
Asian discrimination being reported ev-
erywhere from Toronto to San Diego. 
Feelings of coronavirus-related fear are 
particularly poignant in Canada, where 
another China-originated virus called 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) killed 44 people in the Toron-
to area in 2002-2003. So far, more than 
9,000 Toronto citizens have signed a 
petition urging one of the area’s school 
boards to keep children whose fami-
ly members.  Businesses in Toronto’s 
Chinatown have been recording a slow-
down, and Health Minister Patty Hajdu 
on Tuesday said there was a risk Chi-
nese Canadians could feel “somewhat 
targeted” because of the origin of the 
virus. Hajdu also said that it could hurt 
Chinese Canadians’ businesses if people 
shun them out of fear. (Courtesy https://
thehill.com/)

 Related
Coronavirus rumors hurting China-

town businesses in Houston
HOUSTON, Texas (KTRK) -- Houston 
leaders said coronavirus rumors are im-
pacting Chinatown, and they’re worried 
it could create problems if an outbreak 
were to occur.
ABC13 spoke with Chinatown shoppers 
on Wednesday who saw the social media 
rumors.
“I think it does create panic because I 
consider myself a well-informed per-
son,” Che Lee explained. “Even I was 
taken back to take the trouble to find out 
what’s going on.”
U.S. Congressman Al Green has com-

mented on coronavirus rumors in Hous-
ton’s ChinaTown area:

““Coronavirus has become a buzzword 
and global topic of discussion since the 
respiratory illness was first detected in 
China more than a month ago. While it 
is imperative that we acknowledge the 
serious nature of the spread of the 2019 
novel coronavirus strain (2019-nCoV), 
we must not stoke any looming fears or 
stigmas surrounding this public health 
issue. Houstonians should not be skepti-
cal of traversing any parts of the city that 
they typically frequent due to this virus. 
The businesses in Houston’s Chinatown 
have not been deemed unsafe to patron-
ize by the Houston Health Department 
or any other trusted health authorities 
well-versed on issues related to novel 
coronavirus.
‘This is the time for facts, not fear. This 
is the time for science, not rumors. This 
is the time for solidarity, not stigma.’
“When people maliciously spread false 
information and rumors, they may be 
subjecting themselves to legal liability.”
The social media chatter caused some 
shoppers to take precautions. “My reac-
tion is, I’m going to wear a mask myself, 
to do that to protect myself,” Tracy Wing 
said.
While there’s a concern, city and state 
leaders held a news conference Wednes-
day to stress what people are seeing on-
line isn’t true.
The Houston Health Department says 
no businesses in Chinatown have been 
shut down. Leaders said the rumors are 
causing loss in revenue for several busi-
nesses. 
“Universally, every single one of those 
scares, warnings, or alerts are all univer-
sally false,” State Representative, Gene 
Wu said.  (Courtesy https://abc13.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Chinese People Are Feeling The Effects Of Bias 
And Avoidance Due To Virus-Related Fears

The Coronavirus Epidemic
Has Caused Outbreaks Of

Anti-Asian Racism Globally
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The Wuhan coronavirus outbreak is al-
ready scuttling supply chains and wreak-
ing havoc on companies around the 
world that do business in China, but if fi-
nancial analysts’ projections are correct, 
the rebound from the virus could help 
propel the U.S. economy to new heights 
right around the time of the 2020 presi-
dential election.
As President Trump touts the stock mar-
ket’s performance and jobs growth as 
key accomplishments, that bounceback 
could play a major role in the election’s 
outcome.
S&P Global expects the coronavirus out-
break to “stabilize globally in April 2020, 
with virtually no new transmissions in 
May.” And most economists predict the 
world will get back to business as usual 
by the summer — and make up for lost 
time with accelerated economic growth 
in the second half of the year.
“We’re likely to return not just to nor-
mal, but above normal because of the 
U.S.-China trade deal,” Kristina Hooper, 
chief global market strategist at Invesco, 
tells Axios.

U.S.-China trade deal signing
 ceremony.

“We got this really nice boost of senti-
ment coming from that phase one deal, 
and literally within a few days of that, 
global media started reporting on coro-
navirus.”
“Once contagion is under control and 
stabilized, I think we’ll see a pop in con-
sumer spending and corporate spend-
ing.”
Also, U.S. economic data had been 
strengthening ahead of the outbreak: 
Last month the all-important services 
sector notched its best reading since Sep-
tember; consumer confidence has been 
holding at historically high levels; and a 
private payrolls survey released Wednes-
day showed the highest job growth in 

five years. Investors are convinced that if 
growth does slow significantly, the Fed-
eral Reserve will lower interest rates, as 
they did in 2019, giving another boost to 
the economy.
China’s central bank already has cut 
rates and injected hundreds of billions 
of dollars into markets to help offset the 
negative economic impact, and its gov-
ernment on Thursday slashed retaliatory 
tariffs on some U.S. imports by half.

China Central Bank.
The bullish expectations are based on the 
assumption that Trump won’t ratchet up 
tensions with China again or launch a 
second trade spat with Europe.
The uncertainty of the trade war slowed 
global growth last year to its weakest 
since the financial crisis and led to re-
duced business investment for American 
companies in each of the last three quar-
ters.
With limited options to further juice 
the economy — given that the Demo-
crat-controlled House of Representatives 
would need to pass any new tax cuts or 
large-scale spending projects — Trump’s 
best option for economic growth will 
likely be to do nothing. But that’s never 
really been his style.  (Courtesy axios.co
m)                                                    

Related
China Update

Wuhan Struggling to Hospitalize                                 
Thousands of Coronavirus Patients

The Wuhan International Conference 
and Exhibition Center has been con-
verted into a makeshift hospital. Pho-

to: Caixin
There aren’t enough beds in designated 
hospitals for many confirmed or suspect-
ed coronavirus patients, a top official 
from the city at the epicenter of the out-
break said Wednesday at a press confer-
ence on the epidemic. The 28 hospitals in 
Wuhan designated to accept coronavirus 
patients have a total of 8,254 beds, of 
which 8,182 were occupied as of Tues-
day, data from the Wuhan Health Com-
mission showed.
On Tuesday alone in hardest-hit Wuhan, 
in Central China’s Hubei province, near-
ly 2,000 new patients were confirmed, 
and the number of suspected cases in-
creased by 780. Just 116 patients were 
released from hospitals Tuesday, Hu 
said.
Meanwhile, testing to confirm coronavi-
rus infection is speeding up, leading to a 
drop in the number of suspected cases in 
recent days but a marked increase in the 
number of confirmed patients with severe 
conditions, said Li Xingwang, an infec-
tious disease expert with Beijing Ditan 
Hospital at a press briefing Wednesday. 
The number of patients with severe con-
ditions increased by more than 400 each 
day for the past two days, most of them 
in Hubei, data from the National Health 
Commission showed.

Hospital in Wuhan built in two-weeks 
time nears completion.

Concentrated treatment
Meanwhile, the Wuhan government has 
been given an order to hospitalize all 
confirmed infected patients by midnight 
Wednesday and test every suspected 
case of the virus by the end of Friday, 
the business news magazine Caijing re-
ported.
After converting three public venues on 
Monday into medical facilities — con-
taining a total of about 3,400 beds — 
Wuhan authorities planned to convert 
eight more venues, including gymnasi-
ums, exhibition centers and sports cen-
ters, the official Xinhua News Agency 
reported. The 11 temporary facilities 
were said to be completed by Wednes-
day. All together, they contain more than 
10,000 beds. These hospitals will be 
mostly used to treat coronavirus patients 
suffering from mild symptoms. It is part 
of a strategy announced on Sunday to 
contain the epidemic.
Under the strategy, authorities first seek 
to classify patients in one of four ways: 
confirmed patients, suspected patients, 
those suffering fevers and those who had 
intimate contact with an infected person. 
Once this is done, each category of per-
son will be placed in a different location 
for concentrated treatment or quarantine. 
The goal is to prevent cross-infections 
between different groups, Hu said. Pa-
tients in critical medical condition will 
be treated in designated hospitals, ac-
cording to Hu. (Courtesy https://www.
caixinglobal.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Once Coronavirus Is Defeated, The Fallout 
Could Benefit Trump In Election Year

Will President Trump Have A
Post-Virus, Pre-Election Boom?

Illustration: Aïda Amer/Axios
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(Reuters) - Reluctant to go outside for fear of catching the 
new coronavirus sweeping the Chinese city of Wuhan, 
Edward Wang found a lifeline: grocery delivery services 
provided by local retailers.
But with hundreds of thousands of other people in Wuhan 
also stuck inside their homes doing the same thing, 
and retailers struggling to get hold of their staff, the ser-
vice became overloaded.
So for Wang, now in Canada after flying out of Wuhan on 
an evacuation flight, a daily ritual developed during his 
days on virtual lockdown in the city.
At the turn of midnight, grocery stores would open up their 
order book for the day’s deliveries, and he would pounce 
to place his order before all the delivery slots were taken 
by other customers.
“You have to be very quick,” he told Reuters by phone.
“Usually, if they release their inventory at midnight, the 
day before, you basically have to finish by 12:02 or 12:03, 
so within 2 or 3 minutes, otherwise, all the delivery sched-
ules are booked up.”
“There are basically no delivery people working right now. 
Basically for those stores, it is just the store manager driv-
ing their own private car around the neighborhood trying 
to deliver groceries.”
Wang grew up in Canada, and has family in Wuhan, the 
city at the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak. He was in 
Wuhan when the coronavirus outbreak hit.

Eventually, he left Wuhan on board a U.S.-chartered evac-

Inside C2

Doctor puts on protec-
tive goggles before en-
tering the isolation ward 
at a hospital, following 
the outbreak of a new 
coronavirus in Wuhan

uation flight, and then, with other evacuees, he transferred to 
another plane that landed on Friday at a Canadian military base 
in Trenton, Ontario.

He recorded video footage on the plane after it landed, show-
ing a Canadian immigration official, dressed in a face mask 
and goggles, addressing passengers.

The official said that on disembarking, they would go through 
a sanitary footbath, and would have to hand over their used 
face masks and be given fresh ones.

“Welcome home,” he said to the passengers.

The evacuees will now stay in quarantine in the Trenton mili-
tary base for 14 days.

Wang said once he had been cleared as free of the virus by Ca-
nadian medical authorities, he planned to head to Vancouver, 
where his family has a home.

“I have not been in this kind of situation before, where I had 
to be evacuated from somewhere. You imagine things like this 
happening in war zones,” he said.
He said he had weighed his options before deciding to fly to 
Canada. In Wuhan, he could limit the chance of infection by 
avoiding contact with other people. By boarding a plane, he 
would potentially put himself in contact with people who were 
infected.

On balance, though, he decided to leave because he believed 
China’s healthcare services were struggling to cope.

“On the off chance that we do get sick, I’d rather get sick in 
Canada,” he said.

Staff members check body temperatures of the passengers 
arriving from the train from Wuhan to Hangzhou, at Hang-
zhou Railway Station ahead of the Chinese Lunar New 
Year in Zhejiang province, China January 23, 2020. China 
Daily via REUTERS ATTENTION EDITORS 



Houston
(headquarter)

Austin
Washington D.C.

Atlanta

Boston
Dallas St. Louis

Seattle

Portland

Chicago

Media–Newspaper–Television–Yellow Pages–Printing

SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP

SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP
T 281-498-4310
F 281-498-2728

11122 Bellaire Blvd
Houston, TX 77072

ad@scdaily.com
www.today-america.com

The Largest Asian Independent
      Multi-media Group In Houston & USA.

 美南報業/電視/網站/傳媒總社

美南國際電視網
Southern Television

美南新聞日報(總社)
Southern Chinese
Daily News

休士頓黃頁
Houston Chinese
Yellow Pages

休士頓旅遊指南
Houston Travel Guide

美南新聞網站
www.scdaily.com

美南國際貿易中心
International Trade Center
www.itchouston.org

美南印刷廠
U.S.A. Printing

美國美南拉瑪爾大學環球職業教育中心
Global center for Professional Education
Lamar University -SNG

美南光聲電訊傳媒集團
Phonoscope-Southern News Group
Telecom Media Group

美南國際電視網
Southern Television

美南新聞日報(總社)
Southern Chinese
Daily News

休士頓黃頁
Houston Chinese
Yellow Pages

休士頓旅遊指南
Houston Travel Guide

美南新聞網站
www.scdaily.com

美南國際貿易中心
International Trade Center
www.itchouston.org

美南印刷廠
U.S.A. Printing

美國美南拉瑪爾大學環球職業教育中心
Global center for Professional Education
Lamar University -SNG

美南光聲電訊傳媒集團
Phonoscope-Southern News Group
Telecom Media Group

SOUTHERN NEWS
GROUP

PSN

C2Monday, February 10 2020

LOCAL NEWS

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Uber Technologies Inc (UBER.N) and 
Lyft Inc (LYFT.O), the two leading U.S. ride-hailing companies, 
are on divergent paths as Uber pours money into money-losing 
side businesses while smaller rival Lyft focuses on moving people 
around.

Uber shares shot up 9% on Friday after the company said on 
Thursday it could achieve a measure of company-wide profitability 
in the fourth quarter of 2020, a year ahead of a previous target. 
That measure excludes expenses for stock-based compensation and 
other items. Uber still expects to lose more than $1 billion for all of 
2020.

Uber and Lyft, both based in San Francisco, are ride hailing’s odd 
couple. Uber is much larger, with $3.8 billion in revenues for the 
first nine months of 2019 compared to $956 million for Lyft. At 
almost $69 billion, Uber’s market valuation is nearly five times that 
of Lyft’s - and well ahead of automaker General Motors Co(GM.N).

Uber operates in more markets around the world, although it has 
clashed with regulators in London and Germany and struggled in 
some Asian markets. Lyft focuses on North America.

Lyft has more quickly developed ways to retain high-paying repeat 
riders across its entire operation via a single subscription model it 
launched in October. Uber on Thursday told investors 2020 would 
be the “year of subscriptions” when it plans to combine its loyalty 
programs across rides and food delivery into a single plan.

Uber currently offers a cross-platform points rewards program 
and in 2018 launched a monthly subscription that protects riders 
against surge pricing because of traffic or weather, available in 40 
U.S. cities.

Uber’s ride-hailing business, which generates around three quar-
ters of its revenue, is profitable right now. Uber’s other operations 
are dragging down the company’s bottom line. Over the past five 

Uber and Lyft take different roads in 
search of profit

years, Uber has built out its food-de-
livery business Eats, developed 
self-driving cars, worked on long-
haul trucking operations and even on 
commercial passenger drone shuttles.

All of those businesses are money 
losers. Uber Eats recorded an adjust-
ed EBITDA loss of $777 million in 
the last two quarters of 2019, the two 
quarters for which it broke out that 
metric.

Most major analysts still prefer shares 
of Uber. Its size, the profitability of its 
ride-hailing segment and its ability 
to withstand regional downturns or 
regulatory pressure in a single market 
made it a safer long-term investment, 
said Angelo Zino, analyst at CFRA.

But some analysts said Lyft is a less-
risky bet.

“We prefer Lyft because it focuses on 
the most profitable business in North 
America, the largest rides market,” 
Cascend Securities analyst Eric Ross 
said.

Uber and Lyft declined to comment.
Lyft is reporting fourth quarter earn-
ings on Feb. 11. In October it told 
investors it would be adjusted EBIT-
DA profitable by the end of 2021. 
Analysts said they did not expect Lyft 
to move its profit target.

Thailand security 
forces evacuated 
people from a 
shopping mall 
as they chase a 
shooter hid-
den in after a 
mass shooting 
in front of the 
Terminal 21, in 
Nakhon Ratcha-
sima, Thailand 
February 9, 2020. 
REUTERS/Athit 
Perawongmetha



Feb 7, 2020; Boston, Massachusetts, USA; Boston Celtics forward Jayson 
Tatum (0) looks for an opening around Atlanta Hawks guard Jeff Teague (00) 
and forward John Collins (20) during the first quarter at TD Garden. Manda-
tory Credit: Winslow Townson-USA TODAY Sports TPX IMAGES OF THE 
DAY

As Democratic presidential candidates canvass the state, Nolan Pelletier wears a cape of 
stars and stripes for a haircut on his 10th birthday at the Parliament Barber Shop in Man-
chester, New Hampshire, U.S., February 8, 2020. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque TPX IMAG-
ES OF THE DAY

35th Film Independent Spirit Awards - Arrivals - Santa Monica, California, U.S., February 8, 
2020 - Elisabeth Moss. REUTERS/Lucas Jackson
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Rugby Union - Six Nations Championship - Ireland v Wales - Aviva Stadium, Dublin, Ireland - Febru-
ary 8, 2020 Wales’ Tomos Williams scores their first try REUTERS/Ian Walton TPX IMAGES OF THE 
DAY

Anti-Nazi demonstrators hold a placard as neo-Nazi groups attend the “Day of Hon-
our” in Budapest, Hungary, February 8, 2020, to commemorate the breakout attempt 
by Schutzstaffel (SS) troops from Soviet-surrounded Budapest during World War Two. 
REUTERS/Bernadett Szabo TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

“Black Brigade” activists demonstrate against BP inside the British Museum in 
London

February 8, 2020; Pebble Beach, California, USA; Macklemore rides a scooter during the third 
round of the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am golf tournament at Pebble Beach Golf Links. Manda-
tory Credit: Michael Madrid-USA TODAY Sports

Thai security forces enter a shopping mall chasing the hidden shooter after a mass shooting in front of the Termi-
nal 21, in Nakhon Ratchasima



Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 
health insurance plans, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

Healthcare that understands your culture.

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Mandarin and Cantonese

• The Woodlands OB/GYN  
and Women’s Health

• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Meet Dr. Alan Chang

Dr. Alan Chang is a certified  
da Vinci® surgeon who performs 

laparoscopic hysterectomies 
and other minimally invasive 
gynecological procedures. 

The new Kingwood Clinic, located at 
25553 Highway 59, will begin caring for 

patients on Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

For information, visit
kelsey-seybold.com/kingwood.

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and, Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares.
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COMMUNITY

Fear mongering, or the intentional spread 
of frightening and exaggerated rumors in 
order to  arouse public fear about an is-
sue, has always been an unfortunate side 
effect of deadly viruses, such as with 
the Ebola crisis in 2014 or the spread of 
Swine Flu in 2009. As public fear contin-
ues to be stoked and radicalized, so can 
racism and harmful bias against those 
whose origins align with the starting 
point of said virus. 
Not just in the United States but across 
the world, people are reporting cases of 
blatant racism, despite the fact that many 
of those who are now being targeted 
have never even stepped foot in China. 
Some are not even of Chinese descent, 
but from different Asian origins.

On college campuses
One of the five confirmed U.S. cases of 
the coronavirus was found at Arizona 
State University (ASU). ASU officials 
have notified students, parents and fac-
ulty via email that the person who con-
tracted the virus does not live on campus 
and is being isolated to keep the virus 
from spreading. Despite that fact, Busi-
ness Insider has reported anti-Chinese 
sentiment growing on campus.

Students have mentioned a social and 
cultural divide that already exists be-
tween the large population of interna-
tional students from China at ASU and 
the rest of the student body, stating that 
the virus “just made it more obvious.”

On social media
Thousands took to Twitter to blame what 
they considered to be “dirty” Chinese 
eating habits and the consumption of 
exotic animals for the outbreak, which is 
said to have begun at a market in Wuhan. 

“Rumors can travel more quickly and 
more widely than they could in an era 
before social media,” said Thomas Rid to 
Bloomberg. Rid is a professor of strate-
gic studies at Johns Hopkins University 
who has a forthcoming book on the his-
tory of disinformation. 
This fear mongering and its subsequent 
conspiracy theories can lead to danger-
ous consequences, not only linked to 
racism-sparked violence. Tweets and 
Facebook posts from U.S. conspiracy 
theory accounts said drinking bleach 
could protect against the virus. On You-
Tube, a series of videos accusing media 
organizations of suppressing information 
had hundreds of thousands of views, the 
most watched video labeled: “The sud-
den lack of new information coming out 
of China has Chris spooked.”
Social media sites like Twitter are now 
trying to stave off false information re-
lated to the virus by directing users to 
reliable sources, prompting users who 
search for “coronavirus” to visit the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
website. 

Some government officials have even 
had to warn their citizens about false in-
formation spreading around the internet, 
purporting itself to be coming from the 
government such as in Australia.                                                                                                                                   
In Singapore, tens of thousands of resi-
dents have signed a petition calling for 
the government to ban Chinese nationals 
from entering the country and in places 
like Hong Kong, South Korea and Viet-

nam, businesses have posted signs say-
ing that mainland Chinese customers are 
not welcome.

Affecting businesses 
Chinese-owned businesses have taken a 
hit across North America, with cases of 
Asian discrimination being reported ev-
erywhere from Toronto to San Diego. 
Feelings of coronavirus-related fear are 
particularly poignant in Canada, where 
another China-originated virus called 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) killed 44 people in the Toron-
to area in 2002-2003. So far, more than 
9,000 Toronto citizens have signed a 
petition urging one of the area’s school 
boards to keep children whose fami-
ly members.  Businesses in Toronto’s 
Chinatown have been recording a slow-
down, and Health Minister Patty Hajdu 
on Tuesday said there was a risk Chi-
nese Canadians could feel “somewhat 
targeted” because of the origin of the 
virus. Hajdu also said that it could hurt 
Chinese Canadians’ businesses if people 
shun them out of fear. (Courtesy https://
thehill.com/)

 Related
Coronavirus rumors hurting China-

town businesses in Houston
HOUSTON, Texas (KTRK) -- Houston 
leaders said coronavirus rumors are im-
pacting Chinatown, and they’re worried 
it could create problems if an outbreak 
were to occur.
ABC13 spoke with Chinatown shoppers 
on Wednesday who saw the social media 
rumors.
“I think it does create panic because I 
consider myself a well-informed per-
son,” Che Lee explained. “Even I was 
taken back to take the trouble to find out 
what’s going on.”
U.S. Congressman Al Green has com-

mented on coronavirus rumors in Hous-
ton’s ChinaTown area:

““Coronavirus has become a buzzword 
and global topic of discussion since the 
respiratory illness was first detected in 
China more than a month ago. While it 
is imperative that we acknowledge the 
serious nature of the spread of the 2019 
novel coronavirus strain (2019-nCoV), 
we must not stoke any looming fears or 
stigmas surrounding this public health 
issue. Houstonians should not be skepti-
cal of traversing any parts of the city that 
they typically frequent due to this virus. 
The businesses in Houston’s Chinatown 
have not been deemed unsafe to patron-
ize by the Houston Health Department 
or any other trusted health authorities 
well-versed on issues related to novel 
coronavirus.
‘This is the time for facts, not fear. This 
is the time for science, not rumors. This 
is the time for solidarity, not stigma.’
“When people maliciously spread false 
information and rumors, they may be 
subjecting themselves to legal liability.”
The social media chatter caused some 
shoppers to take precautions. “My reac-
tion is, I’m going to wear a mask myself, 
to do that to protect myself,” Tracy Wing 
said.
While there’s a concern, city and state 
leaders held a news conference Wednes-
day to stress what people are seeing on-
line isn’t true.
The Houston Health Department says 
no businesses in Chinatown have been 
shut down. Leaders said the rumors are 
causing loss in revenue for several busi-
nesses. 
“Universally, every single one of those 
scares, warnings, or alerts are all univer-
sally false,” State Representative, Gene 
Wu said.  (Courtesy https://abc13.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Chinese People Are Feeling The Effects Of Bias 
And Avoidance Due To Virus-Related Fears

The Coronavirus Epidemic
Has Caused Outbreaks Of

Anti-Asian Racism Globally
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BUSINESS

The Wuhan coronavirus outbreak is al-
ready scuttling supply chains and wreak-
ing havoc on companies around the 
world that do business in China, but if fi-
nancial analysts’ projections are correct, 
the rebound from the virus could help 
propel the U.S. economy to new heights 
right around the time of the 2020 presi-
dential election.
As President Trump touts the stock mar-
ket’s performance and jobs growth as 
key accomplishments, that bounceback 
could play a major role in the election’s 
outcome.
S&P Global expects the coronavirus out-
break to “stabilize globally in April 2020, 
with virtually no new transmissions in 
May.” And most economists predict the 
world will get back to business as usual 
by the summer — and make up for lost 
time with accelerated economic growth 
in the second half of the year.
“We’re likely to return not just to nor-
mal, but above normal because of the 
U.S.-China trade deal,” Kristina Hooper, 
chief global market strategist at Invesco, 
tells Axios.

U.S.-China trade deal signing
 ceremony.

“We got this really nice boost of senti-
ment coming from that phase one deal, 
and literally within a few days of that, 
global media started reporting on coro-
navirus.”
“Once contagion is under control and 
stabilized, I think we’ll see a pop in con-
sumer spending and corporate spend-
ing.”
Also, U.S. economic data had been 
strengthening ahead of the outbreak: 
Last month the all-important services 
sector notched its best reading since Sep-
tember; consumer confidence has been 
holding at historically high levels; and a 
private payrolls survey released Wednes-
day showed the highest job growth in 

five years. Investors are convinced that if 
growth does slow significantly, the Fed-
eral Reserve will lower interest rates, as 
they did in 2019, giving another boost to 
the economy.
China’s central bank already has cut 
rates and injected hundreds of billions 
of dollars into markets to help offset the 
negative economic impact, and its gov-
ernment on Thursday slashed retaliatory 
tariffs on some U.S. imports by half.

China Central Bank.
The bullish expectations are based on the 
assumption that Trump won’t ratchet up 
tensions with China again or launch a 
second trade spat with Europe.
The uncertainty of the trade war slowed 
global growth last year to its weakest 
since the financial crisis and led to re-
duced business investment for American 
companies in each of the last three quar-
ters.
With limited options to further juice 
the economy — given that the Demo-
crat-controlled House of Representatives 
would need to pass any new tax cuts or 
large-scale spending projects — Trump’s 
best option for economic growth will 
likely be to do nothing. But that’s never 
really been his style.  (Courtesy axios.co
m)                                                    

Related
China Update

Wuhan Struggling to Hospitalize                                 
Thousands of Coronavirus Patients

The Wuhan International Conference 
and Exhibition Center has been con-
verted into a makeshift hospital. Pho-

to: Caixin
There aren’t enough beds in designated 
hospitals for many confirmed or suspect-
ed coronavirus patients, a top official 
from the city at the epicenter of the out-
break said Wednesday at a press confer-
ence on the epidemic. The 28 hospitals in 
Wuhan designated to accept coronavirus 
patients have a total of 8,254 beds, of 
which 8,182 were occupied as of Tues-
day, data from the Wuhan Health Com-
mission showed.
On Tuesday alone in hardest-hit Wuhan, 
in Central China’s Hubei province, near-
ly 2,000 new patients were confirmed, 
and the number of suspected cases in-
creased by 780. Just 116 patients were 
released from hospitals Tuesday, Hu 
said.
Meanwhile, testing to confirm coronavi-
rus infection is speeding up, leading to a 
drop in the number of suspected cases in 
recent days but a marked increase in the 
number of confirmed patients with severe 
conditions, said Li Xingwang, an infec-
tious disease expert with Beijing Ditan 
Hospital at a press briefing Wednesday. 
The number of patients with severe con-
ditions increased by more than 400 each 
day for the past two days, most of them 
in Hubei, data from the National Health 
Commission showed.

Hospital in Wuhan built in two-weeks 
time nears completion.

Concentrated treatment
Meanwhile, the Wuhan government has 
been given an order to hospitalize all 
confirmed infected patients by midnight 
Wednesday and test every suspected 
case of the virus by the end of Friday, 
the business news magazine Caijing re-
ported.
After converting three public venues on 
Monday into medical facilities — con-
taining a total of about 3,400 beds — 
Wuhan authorities planned to convert 
eight more venues, including gymnasi-
ums, exhibition centers and sports cen-
ters, the official Xinhua News Agency 
reported. The 11 temporary facilities 
were said to be completed by Wednes-
day. All together, they contain more than 
10,000 beds. These hospitals will be 
mostly used to treat coronavirus patients 
suffering from mild symptoms. It is part 
of a strategy announced on Sunday to 
contain the epidemic.
Under the strategy, authorities first seek 
to classify patients in one of four ways: 
confirmed patients, suspected patients, 
those suffering fevers and those who had 
intimate contact with an infected person. 
Once this is done, each category of per-
son will be placed in a different location 
for concentrated treatment or quarantine. 
The goal is to prevent cross-infections 
between different groups, Hu said. Pa-
tients in critical medical condition will 
be treated in designated hospitals, ac-
cording to Hu. (Courtesy https://www.
caixinglobal.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Once Coronavirus Is Defeated, The Fallout 
Could Benefit Trump In Election Year

Will President Trump Have A
Post-Virus, Pre-Election Boom?

Illustration: Aïda Amer/Axios
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