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Pentagon chief denies U.S. leaving Iraq; 
Tehran crowds mourn commander
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BAGHDAD/DUBAI (Reuters) - The United States has no 
plans to pull American troops out of Iraq, Defense Sec-
retary Mark Esper said on Monday, following reports by 
Reuters and other media of a U.S. military letter informing 
Iraq officials about the repositioning of troops in prepara-
tion to leave the country.

The developments come in the aftermath of an American 
drone strike ordered by U.S. President Donald Trump that 
killed Iranian military commander Qassem Soleimani, 
widely seen as Iran’s second most powerful figure behind 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
“There’s been no decision whatsoever to leave Iraq,” 
Esper told Pentagon reporters when asked about the letter, 
adding there were no plans issued to prepare to leave.

U.S. accuses Russia, China of blocking U.N. statement on 
Baghdad embassy attack
Leaked U.S. letter to Iraq was a poorly worded draft: top 
U.S. general
See more stories
“I don’t know what that letter is... We’re trying to find out 
where that’s coming from, what that is. But there’s been no 
decision made to leave Iraq. Period.”

The United States has about 5,000 U.S. troops in Iraq.

The letter was a poorly worded draft document meant only 
to underscore increase movement of U.S. forces, the top 
U.S. military officer told reporters.
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People attend a funeral proces-
sion for Iranian Major-General 
Qassem Soleimani, head of 
the elite Quds Force, and Iraqi 
militia commander Abu Mahdi 
al-Muhandis, who were killed in 
an air strike at Baghdad airport, 
in Tehran, Iran January 6, 2020. 
Official Khamenei website/
Handout via REUTERS

“Poorly worded, implies withdrawal. That’s not what’s 
happening,” U.S. Army General Mark Milley, chairman 
of the military’s Joint Chiefs of Staff, said, stressing 
there was no withdrawal being planned.

The authenticity of the letter, which was addressed to 
the Iraqi defense ministry’s Combined Joint Operations 
Baghdad and signed by a U.S. general, had been con-
firmed to Reuters by an Iraqi military source.

Esper added the United States was still committed to 
countering Islamic State in Iraq, alongside America’s 
allies and partners.

Several helicopters could be heard flying over Baghdad 
on Monday night. It was not immediately clear if this 
was a related development. The letter said coalition forc-
es would be using helicopters to evacuate.

People attend a funeral procession for Iranian Ma-
jor-General Qassem Soleimani, head of the elite Quds 
Force, and Iraqi militia commander Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, who were killed in an air strike at Baghdad air-
port, in Tehran, Iran January 6, 2020. Official Khamenei 
website/Handout via REUTERS
In Tehran, Khamenei wept in grief with hundreds of 
thousands of mourners thronging the streets of the Ira-
nian capital on Monday at Soleimani’s funeral. He was 
killed by a U.S. drone at Baghdad airport on Friday.

“Sir, in deference to the sovereignty of the Republic of 
Iraq, and as requested by the Iraqi Parliament and the 
Prime Minister, CJTF-OIR will be repositioning forces 
over the course of the coming days and weeks to prepare 
for onward movement,” the letter stated.

It was signed by U.S. Marine Corps Brigadier General 
William Seely III, commanding general of the U.S.-led 
military coalition against Islamic State.

CJTF-OIR stands for Combined Joint Task Force–Op-
eration Inherent Resolve.
“We respect your sovereign decision to order our 
departure,” the letter said.
Iran’s demand for U.S. forces to withdraw from the 
region gained traction on Sunday when Iraq’s parliament 
passed a resolution calling for all foreign troops to leave 
the country.

Iraqi caretaker Prime Minister Abdel Abdul Mahdi told 
the U.S. ambassador to Baghdad on Monday that both 
nations needed to implement the resolution, the premier’s 
office said in a statement. It did not give a timeline.

The letter stated, “During this time, there will be an in-
crease in helicopter travel in and around the International 
Zone (IZ) of Baghdad.” The International Zone is the 
formal name of Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green Zone, 
home to government buildings and foreign missions.
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LOCAL NEWS

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Once powerful Hollywood producer 
Harvey Weinstein was charged in Los Angeles on Monday on 
sex crime charges just hours after he appeared in a New York 
court for the start of his rape trial, which has become a focal 
point for the #MeToo movement.

Weinstein was charged with sexual assault of two unidentified 
women in 2013, said Los Angeles District Attorney Jackie Lacey. 
He was charged with raping one woman and sexually assaulting 
the other.

“We believe the evidence will show that the defendant used his 
power and influence to gain access to his victims and then com-
mit violent crimes against them,” Lacey said.
The Harvey Weinstein story: From studio to courtroom in 40 
years
Weinstein, 67, has pleaded not guilty to charges of assaulting two 
women in New York. He faces life in prison if convicted on the 
most serious charge, predatory sexual assault.

Donna Rotunno, Weinstein’s lead counsel in New York, declined 
to comment on the Los Angeles charges, saying she needed more 
information. A Weinstein spokesman Juda Engelmayer declined 
to comment.

The charges added to heightened emotions and tension sur-
rounding the trial as jury selection begins on Tuesday.

“L.A. INDICTMENT! Cant breathe,” wrote Rose McGowan, 
who has accused Weinstein of raping her, on Twitter. “Happy 
trial day to you, Mr. Weinstein. Welcome to the rest of your life, 
hope you’ll have as much fun as we have had being in your jail.”

Los Angeles prosecutors said Weinstein and a victim identified 
as Jane Doe 1 attended a Hollywood film festival on Feb. 17, 
2013, according to court papers.

After the woman returned to her hotel room, Weinstein knocked 

Harvey Weinstein charged in Los Ange-
les for sex crimes as NY rape trial starts

at her door, she let him in and after 
talking briefly he attacked her and 
raped her. “Jane Doe 1 alleges that she 
delayed disclosure of this assault, in 
part, because the defendant threat-
ened her life if she disclosed,” said a 
court filing.

The next evening, a woman identified 
as Jane Doe 2 and an acquaintance of 
hers went to Weinstein’s hotel room 
following a business meeting, ac-
cording to a court filing. The woman 

unwittingly followed Weinstein into 
the bathroom and the acquaintance 
shut the door behind her, according 
to court documents.

Film producer Harvey Weinstein 
departs Criminal Court on the first 
day of a sexual assault trial in the 
Manhattan borough of New York 
City, New York, U.S., January 6, 2020. 
REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz
Weinstein stripped naked, took a 
brief shower, took down Jane Doe 2’s 
dress and then masturbated before 

releasing her.

“Each of these victims told at least 
one person about the assault in 2013. 
They reported the crimes to police in 
2017,” the prosecutor said.

Weinstein faces up to 28 years in 
California prison if convicted on the 
charges, Lacey said. Three other cases 
were being considered for charges, 
she said.

Film producer 
Harvey Wein-
stein departs 
Criminal Court 
on the first day of 
a sexual assault 
trial in the Man-
hattan borough 
of New York City, 
New York, U.S., 
January 6, 2020. 
REUTERS/Edu-
ardo Munoz



FILE PHOTO: 77th Golden Globe Awards - Photo Room - Beverly Hills, 
California, U.S., January 5, 2020 - Awkwafina poses backstage with her Best 
Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy award 
for “The Farewell”. REUTERS/Mike Blake/File Photo

A sign is held outside New York Criminal Court on the first day of film producer Harvey 
Weinstein’s sexual assault trial in the Manhattan borough of New York City, New York, 
U.S., January 6, 2020. REUTERS/Jeenah Moon TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

U.S. Army paratroopers assigned to 1st Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division board 
an aircraft bound for the U.S. Central Command area of operations from Fort Bragg
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Greek Orthodox men help a faithful who fainted after jumping into the Golden Horn to retrieve a 
wooden crucifix during the Epiphany ceremony in Istanbul, Turkey, January 6, 2020. REUTERS/Murad 
Sezer TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Rose McGowan arrives on the first day of film producer Harvey Weinstein’s sexual 
assault trial in New York City

A supporter of the Houthis has a poster attached to his waist of Iranian Major-Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani, head of the elite Quds Force, who was killed in an air strike 
at Baghdad airport, during a rally to denounce the U.S. killing, in Saada

Woman carries a Jesus Christ figurine as a girl looks on, at the San Pedro Church on Three 
Kings’ Day, or the Feast of the Epiphany, in La Paz

Film producer Harvey Weinstein arrives at Criminal Court for first day of sexual assault trial in New York
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COMMUNITY
causes heart disease came up with anoth-
er possible explanation last week: an es-
sential nutrient found in meat and eggs 
might be a culprit. They found evidence 
that choline may feed gut bacteria that 
in turn produce a compound that makes 
blood sticky and prone to form clots that 
can cause heart attacks and strokes.
It’s the latest in their series of studies 

food raise people’s risk of heart disease, 
the no. 1 cause of death in the U.S. and 
much of the world.Choline is considered 
an essential nutrient and getting too lit-
tle can, ironically, lead to heart disease, 
cancer and other conditions. It’s found in 
abundant quantities in egg yolks, liver, 
red meat, peanuts and wheat germ. Dr. 
Stanley Hazen of the Cleveland Clinic 
and colleagues did a small but intense 
study in 18 volunteers – eight of them 
vegetarians or vegans, and 10 people who 
eat meat, eggs and dairy. They gave all 
18 choline supplements – 500 mg daily. 
The recommended adequate intake of 
choline from all sources is 425 mg a day 
for women and 550 mg a day for men.
“Unless prescribed by your doctor, avoid 
supplements with choline.”
 

After a month, their blood levels of a 
compound called trimethylamine N-ox-
ide (TMAO) rose 10-fold. In tests, their 
blood became much more likely to form 
clots, the team reported in the journal 
Circulation.“TMAO supercharges plate-
let function,” Hazen said. Platelets are 
are cell-like structures in the blood that 
help form blood clots. TMAO makes 
them sticky, Hazen said. “What is clear 
from this study is if you increase the cho-
line in your diet, the TMAO level goes up 
and that changes your platelet function,” 
Hazen told NBC News. The vegans and 
vegetarians had much lower levels of 
choline to start with than the meat-eaters 
did, Hazen’s team reported. Even after 
taking choline, their blood levels were 
much lower. “Foods that raise TMAO 
may increase your risk for clotting and 
thrombotic events. Unless prescribed by 
your doctor, avoid supplements with cho-
line,” Hazen said in a statement.“A Medi-
terranean or vegetarian diet is reported to 
help reduce TMAO.”

-
ple who took the supplements had an 
actual higher risk of heart disease – the 
study did not last long enough or include 
enough people to show that.

 But they’ve also found that other com-
pounds found in animal products also 
raise levels of TMAO. “We previous-
ly showed gut microbial production of 
trimethylamine N-oxide (TMAO) from 
dietary nutrients like choline, lecithin, 
and L-carnitine is linked to the develop-
ment of cardiovascular diseases,” they 
wrote. “Almost all of the probiotics that 
are commercially sold now have virtu-
ally no studies to demonstrate that they 
actually do anything, even survive in 
your stomach.” “The new study provides 

consuming excess choline, an essential 
nutrient plentiful in a Western diet, rais-
es both levels of the bacteria-produced 
compound, called trimethylamine N-ox-
ide (TMAO), and the tendency of plate-
lets to clump together and form clots,” 
the American Heart Association, which 
publishes Circulation, said in a state-
ment.“Numerous studies have shown 
that higher blood levels of TMAO are 
associated with a greater risk of heart dis-
ease, including heart attacks and strokes 
in humans, and recent studies showed 
that feeding animals choline-supple-
mented diets also raised their risk of clot-
ting.”Taking a daily aspirin reduced the 
clotting effect, they added. “An unantic-

partially reduced choline supplement-de-
pendent rise in TMAO,” they wrote.

“Although the mechanism for this result 
is unknown, aspirin has been reported to 
alter the composition of the gut microbi-
al community.” Choline is important for 
human development and health. It’s used 
to make membranes and affects brain de-
velopment. It also affects how the body 
clears out “bad” cholesterol.
A large egg delivers about 125 mg of 
choline.Scientists know that gut bacteria 
are vital for digesting and metabolizing 
food. People could not survive without 
the trillions of bacteria, viruses and fungi 
species that live in and on our bodies.
But the balance of those germs can affect 
health greatly. Gut bacteria can protect 
against certain infections and play a role 
in obesity. Studies indicate they may af-
fect the risk of cancer, heart disease and 
even mental illnesses such as schizophre-
nia.Other teams have narrowed down the 
species of bacteria that metabolize cho-
line, l-carnitine and other compounds to 
make TMAO. Hazen’s hope is to develop 
ways to alter these bacteria or their prod-
ucts to lower the risk of heart disease.
Right now, products may promise to do 
so but none are proven, said Hazen, who 
helped found a company that licensed a 
test for TMAO to the Cleveland Clinic.
“Almost all of the probiotics that are 
commercially sold now have virtually no 
studies to demonstrate that they actually 
do anything, even survive in your stom-
ach,” Hazen said. (Courtesy https://www.
nbcnews.com/health/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Bacteria May be Reason Some 
Foods Cause Heart Disease, Stroke

Hard-boiled egg cut in half on chopping board

A photo of eggs cooked to different temperatures included in 
“The Food Lab” by J. Kenji López-Alt.J. Kenji López-Alt / W.W. Norton 

and Company
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Heartbreaking footage of kangaroos 
fleeing has been captured in Monaro, 

NSW, as bushfires close in.
The blazes, expected to be the worst 
yet this weekend, threaten to erase en-
tire species in Australia, which already 
has the highest rate of extinction in the 
world.
Pictures and images on social media 
show charred koalas receiving medical 
attention, bodies of dead animals lying 
on the ground and kangaroos desperate-
ly running from blazes. Experts say the 
fires have likely killed millions of ani-
mals including koalas, wallabies, wom-
bats and kangaroos.
“Many of the affected animals are likely 
to have been killed directly by the fires, 
with others succumbing later due to the 
depletion of food and shelter resources 
and predation from introduced feral cats 
and red foxes,” the University of Sydney 
ecologists said in a statement on Friday.

In record heat Australia and South 
Australia, where temperature have 
risen to 40 degrees, koalas approached 

cyclists on the road to seek water. 
37.2K people are talking about this

Roughly 34 species and subspecies of 
native mammals have become extinct in 
Australia over the last 200 years.
Australia’s koala population, which is al-
ready declining and vulnerable, has been 
especially devastated by the fires. Gov-
ernment officials estimating that 30% of 
the region’s species may have died.
Ecologists estimate that about 8,000 ko-
alas have died since the fires started, as 
the slow-moving animals are unable to 
escape the flames. The marsupials are 
one of the country’s most iconic animals, 
and have contributed between $1.1 bil-

lion and $2.5 billion per year to tourism 
in Australia, according to government 
data.
“Up to 30% of the koalas in the region 
may have been killed, because up to 
30 percent of their habitat has been de-
stroyed,” Australia’s Federal Environ-
ment Minister Sussan Ley told the Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corporation last 
week. “We’ll know more when the fires 
are calmed down and a proper assess-
ment can be made.”
Images of burned koalas prompted peo-
ple to support a Gofundme page for Aus-
tralia’s Port Macquarie Koala Hospital. 
The hospital has received more than $2 
million in donations since September, 
but is still struggling to treat injured ko-
alas.

A dehydrated and injured Koala re-
ceives treatment at the Port Macqua-
rie Koala Hospital in Port Macquarie 
on November 2, 2019, after its rescue 
from a bushfire that has ravaged an 

area of over 2,000 hectares.
Saeed Khan | Getty Images

University of Sydney Professor Diet-
er Hochuli said that while wildfires are 
traditionally a normal part of Australia’s 
ecosystem, the increased frequency and 
intensity has enormous consequences for 
the future of plants and animals.
“It’s not just the charismatic well known 
species that are at risk either. The insects 
that so many of our ecosystems are reli-
ant on for services like pollination and 
nutrient cycling are very sensitive to 
fire,” he said.

“One of the great unknowns is just how, 
if it all, their populations and subse-
quently the services they provide will 
recover.” (Courtesy cnbc.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Australia Fires Kill               
Half A Billion Animals 

As Crisis Mounts

OVERVIEW
Wildfires have turned southeast Australia into a charred, apocalyptic nightmare,

 and threaten to wipe out entire species of animals.
An estimated half billion mammals, birds and reptiles have 

             been killed since the bushfires started in September, according
          to ecologists from the University of Sydney. The actual number is likely much higher.

Pictures and images on social media show charred koalas receiving medical attention, bodies of dead 
animals lying on the ground and kangaroos desperately running from blazes.
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