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Budapest bikers hand out sand-
wiches and hope for Christmas
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BUDAPEST (Reuters) - On a chilly evening before 
Christmas, more than a dozen cyclists emerge from 
the basement of an old apartment building in Budapest 
with backpacks full of sandwiches to feed the home-
less.

Volunteers of Budapest Bike Maffia, a Hungarian civil 
organization of biking fans who help the poor and 
homeless, make sandwiches to be distributed by bike 
in Budapest, Hungary December 10, 2019. REUTERS/
Tamas Kaszas
They are the Budapest Bike Maffia, a voluntary organi-
zation that brings together people who love cycling and 
want to help those in need.
“It is not only good to give, but it’s our obligation. It 
simply gives a positive experience when we can help 
someone,” said Zoltan Havasi, 43, who gave up his job 
as a graphic designer when he founded the Bike Maffia 
8 years ago.
They have around 150 volunteers in Budapest and 
dozens more in other Hungarian cities.
“The Budapest Bike Maffia team are great ... and peo-
ple are so open to those who want to join that this has 
created a true community,” Havasi said

On Tuesday, riding through Budapest streets decorated 
with Christmas lights, they distributed 4,000 meals to 
those in need.Hungary’s nationalist government made 
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rough sleeping a crime last year and gave police the 
power to order homeless people to move into shelters.

There are around 4,500 homeless people living in shel-
ters in Budapest and about 1,200 more on the streets, 
said Peter Gyori, chairman of the Menhely (Shelter) 
foundation, adding that the bikers’ work was a “great 
initiative”.

The Budapest Bike Maffia runs several projects, in-
cluding the “vitamin commando”, when they distribute 
blankets, foam mattresses, winter coats and sandwiches 
twice a week.

Noemi Poos joined the Bike Maffia four years ago to 
overcome her fear of riding in the city. Since then she 
has become an avid biker and a helper at the charity.

“There is this rock ‘n’ roll feeling. It sounds really cool 
that we get together and go around town by bike. We 
help people and we also have a great time,” she said.

In a shelter, two young guys are given sandwiches and 
blankets, which they say come in handy in the cold.

“And you don’t even want anything in return,” one of 
them says with a smile.

Volunteers of Bu-
dapest Bike Maffia, 
a Hungarian civil 
organization of 
biking fans who 
help the poor and 
homeless, make 
sandwiches to be 
distributed by bike 
in Budapest, Hun-
gary December 10, 
2019. REUTERS/
Tamas Kaszas

The best year financial 
markets have ever had?

LONDON (Reuters) - For all the angst about trade wars, geopolitics 
and a sputtering and overly indebted global economy, 2019 might 
just be the best year investors have ever had.
The numbers are staggering. Global stocks have piled on more than 
$10 trillion, bonds have been on fire, oil has surged almost 
25%, former crisis spots Greece and Ukraine have top-per-
formed, and even gold has sparkled.

Wall Street .SPX and MSCI's near 50-country world index .MIWD-
00000PUS have both stormed to record highs after 30% and 24% 
leaps. Europe, Japan, China and Brazil are all up at least 20% in 
dollar terms too. Not exactly shoddy.

A mirror image of 2018, when almost everything fell? Perhaps. But 
there have been a couple of important drivers.

One was China showing it was serious about stimulus for its $14 
trillion economy. The other was the screeching change of direction 
by the world’s top central banks, led by the Federal Reserve, which 
cut U.S. interest rates for the first time since the financial crisis 
more than a decade earlier.
“Whereas a year ago the Fed was raising rates and earnings were 
rolling over, this year you have felt the Fed has been on your side,” 
said James Clunie, who manages asset firm Jupiter’s Absolute 
Return Fund.
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BEIJING, Dec. 19 (Xinhua) -- China will further ex-
pand external cultural exchanges and build the China 
International Culture Exchange Centre (CICEC) into 
a “world-renowned” platform for people-to-people 
exchanges, a senior Chinese official said Thursday.
Yang Chuantang, vice chairman of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference National 
Committee, made the remarks at the 6th plenary 
session of the board of directors of CICEC, which 
elected the 6th council of the center at the Great Hall 
of the People.
Elected as the new chairman, Yang spoke highly of 
the role CICEC has played in the past 35 years since 
it was established in 1984, which was to demonstrate 
Chinese culture to the international community and 
enhance the friendship between the Chinese people 
and the people of other countries.
The center has so far co-held six high-level exchange 
activities with six countries’ embassies in China this 
year and a series of cultural exchange activities in 
the past five years, covering music, art, dance, etc., 
according to a report by the Secretary General of 
CICEC Xu Honghai.
To improve channels and mechanisms for interna-
tional cultural exchanges, Yang said the center will 
actively promote ties with cultural exchange depart-
ments and groups in countries and regions along the 
Belt and Road, think tanks and non-governmental 
organizations, establish a sustainable people-to-peo-
ple exchange cooperation mechanism, and promote 
the implementation of cooperation projects.
“The center will also bring into full play the profes-
sional advantages and key roles of all directors in 
external exchanges, and contribute to the new round 
of high-level opening up,” Yang said.

Elected every five years, the council brings together 
people with strong social influence in multiple areas.

China to further expand international 
cultural exchanges: senior official

FILE PHOTO: 
The logo of 
Industrial and 
Commercial 
Bank of Chi-
na (ICBC) is 
pictured at the 
entrance to its 
branch in Beijing

Hanfu movement sweeps China in revival of traditional culture
BEIJING (Reuters) - Li Doudou's gray kitten 
squeezes in next to her as she sits painstak-
ingly applying makeup and putting up her 
hair in a bun adorned with elaborate orna-
ments.

Looking like she has just stepped off the set of 
a Chinese historical drama, the 26-year-old 
property appraiser is wearing a long Ming dy-
nasty-style blue tunic with sweeping sleeves 
and a flower design outlined in gold and 
silver thread, paired with a flowing, bright 
orange skirt.

Li, who lives in Hebei province in northeast 

China, is a devotee of the Hanfu move-
ment, which has spanned a decade and in 
the last year has seen a spike in followers, 
partly thanks to social media.

Chinese for 'Han clothing', "Hanfu" is 
based on the idea of donning costumes 
worn in bygone eras by China's dominant 
Han ethnicity. Some of the most popular 
styles are from the Ming, Song and Tang 
dynasties.

Hanfu enthusiasts doubled to two million 
in 2018 from a year earlier, according 

to a survey by Hanfu Zixun, a popular 
community account on the Wechat social 
media platform.

"Everyone wants to share what is beautiful, 
and has spread the word via platforms like 
Little Red Book, Weibo and Wechat," said 
Dai, who only gave her last name, a public 
relations manager at Chong Hui Han 
Tang, a 13-year-old national chain of Han 
clothing stores.

Li donned her first gown in March and 
has lost count of the Hanfu outfits in her 
wardrobe, she says.



A protester with tapes over his mouth attends a protest against a new citizen-
ship law in Delhi, India, December 19, 2019. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson and opposition Labour Party Leader Jeremy Corbyn 
attend the State Opening of Parliament in the House of Lords at the Palace of Westminster in 
London, Britain December 19, 2019. Kirsty Wigglesworth/Pool via REUTERS TPX IMAG-
ES OF THE DAY

Police detain a demonstrator during a protest against Chile’s government in Santiago
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A man raises his hands as he walks past security forces during a protest against Chile’s government in 
Santiago, Chile December 18, 2019. REUTERS/Andres Martinez Casares TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

U.S. President Donald Trump reacts upon arriving to speak at a campaign rally in Battle 
Creek, Michigan

U.S. President Trump departs for campaign travel at the White House in Washington

A protester sleeps on the campus of the occupied Hong Kong Polytechnic University, in Hong 
Kong, China, November 15, 2019. REUTERS/Thomas Peter TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Protesters hug as they listen to speakers at a rally in Hong Kong, China, December 19, 2019. REUTERS/Lucy 
Nicholson TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Christmas Trees
That Light Up The World

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
With the hustle and bustle of the holidays winding down,

reaching its peak on this Christmas Day,
it is now time to relax and enjoy this special season of happiness and joy.

Today is the day for family, friends and being together
or keeping in touch with friends a world away.

Please join us on a brief journey around the globe and see how the humble tree of Christmas
continues to light up peoples' spirits over the entire global.

The world's largest Christmas tree display rises up
the slopes of Monte Ingino outside of Gubbio, in
Italy 's Umbria region. Composed of about 500

lights connected by 40,000 feet of wire,
the 'tree' is a modern marvel for an ancient city

A Christmas tree befitting Tokyo 's nighttime neon
display is projected onto the exterior of the Grand

Prince Hotel Akasaka.

Illuminating the Gothic facades of Prague 's Old
Town Square , and casting its glow over the

manger display of the famous Christmas market,
is a grand tree cut in the Sumava mountains

in the southern Czech Republic.

Moscow celebrates Christmas according to the Russian
Orthodox calendar on Jan. 7. For weeks beforehand, the

city is alive with festivities in anticipation of Father
Frost's arrival on his magical troika with the Snow

Maiden. He and his helper deliver gifts under
the New Year tree, or yolka, which is traditionally a fir.

The largest Christmas tree in Europe
(more than 230 feet tall) can be found in the Praça
do Comércio in Lisbon , Portugal . Thousands of

lights adorn the tree, adding to the special
enchantment of the city during the holiday season.

'Oh Christmas tree, oh Christmas tree':
Even in its humblest attire, aglow beside a tiny
chapel in Germany 's Karwendel mountains,

a Christmas tree is a wondrous sight.

Ooh la la Galeries Lafayette! In Paris, even the Christmas
trees are chic. With its monumental, baroque dome, plus
10 stories of lights and high fashion, it's no surprise this
show-stopping department store draws more visitors

than the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower

In addition to the Vatican 's heavenly evergreen,
St. Peter's Square in Rome hosts
a larger-than-life nativity scene

in front of the obelisk.

Drink a glass of gluhwein from the holiday market
at the Romer Frankfurt's city hall since 1405

and enjoy a taste of Christmas past.

The Capitol Christmas tree in
Washington , D.C. , is decorated with

3,000 ornaments that are the handiwork
of U.S. schoolchildren. Encircling

evergreens in the 'Pathway of Peace'
represent the 50 U.S. states.

The Christmas tree that greets revelers at
the Puerta del Sol is dressed for a party.
Madrid 's two-week celebration makes
millionaires along with merrymakers. On
Dec. 22, a lucky citizen will win El Gordo
(the fat one), the world's biggest lottery.

Venice 's Murano Island renowned
throughout the world for its quality

glasswork is home to the tallest glass tree
in the world. Sculpted by master glass
blower Simone Cenedese, the artistic

Christmas tree is a modern
reflection of the holiday season.

A token of gratitude for Britain 's aid
during World War II, the Christmas tree in

London 's Trafalgar Square has been
the annual gift of the people of

Norway since 1947.

Please send your comments to the Southern 
Daily Editor at john@scdaily.com.

Against a backdrop of tall, shadowy firs, a rainbow
trio of Cthe night in the forest of America's great

northwest.

Last, but not least, a colorful tree lights up the
skyline of Austin, Texas.
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辦公室招租  Office for Rent
●位置極佳，近中國城5分鐘.
●環境高雅，安全安靜，包水電，免費高速網絡，辦公傢具
●有大型停車場。
●Great location, 5 minutes drive from Chinatown.
●Safe and quiet work place with water and electricity, 
    free high-speed Internet, office furniture. 
●There has a large parking lot.

舉辦活動最佳地點  Event rental
●場地寬敞 設備齊全 
●有大型停車場。
●The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
●Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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舉辦活動最佳地點  Event rental
●場地寬敞 設備齊全 
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●The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
●Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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Christmas in the Park
Dec 7 – 21

George Ranch Historical Park, 
10215 FM 762 Rd

Richmond, TX
    

Trans-Siberian Orchestra: Christmas 
Eve and Other...

Sun, 3 PM
Toyota Center, 1510 Polk St

Houston, TX
    

Christmas Village at Bayou Bend
Dec 12 – 30

Bayou Bend Collection and Gardens, 
6003 Memorial Dr

Houston, TX
    

A Grand Houstonian Holiday
Nov 30 – Dec 20

The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa, 
111 N Post Oak Ln

Houston, TX

   
Lucky Land Winter Light Festival 

2019
Dec 1 – 29

Lucky Land, 8625 Airline Dr
Houston, TX

  

Sugar Land Holiday Lights 2019
Sun, 6 – 9 PM

Constellation Field, 1 Stadium Dr
Sugar Land, TX

  

Houston 12K of Christmas in Houston
Sat, 7 AM

Sam Houston Park, 1000 Bagby St
Houston, TX

   

Christmas Brunches at 
The Houstonian
Nov 28 – Dec 25

The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa, 
111 N Post Oak Ln

Houston, TX
   

A Pentatonix Christmas Tour 2019
Sat, 7 PM

Smart Financial Centre at Sugar 
Land, 18111 Lexington Blvd

Sugar Land, TX

Hometown Holidays & Trail of Lights
Tue, Dec 17 – Sun, Dec 22

Pine Ave
Pasadena, TX

  

Free Photos with Santa
Sun, 1 PM

Z Gallerie, 2180 Lone Star Dr
Sugar Land, TX

   

Christmas Eve at Downtown
Tue, 4 PM

Houston’s First Baptist Church, 7401 
Katy Fwy

Houston, TX

Houston: The Wizard’s Brunch & 
Dinner Xmas

Fri, Dec 20 – Sat, Dec 21
Crystal Ballroom At the Rice, 909 Tex-

as Ave #106f
Houston, TX

   

For additional events, google: 
“Christmas Day Events 2019 

Houston”

‘Tis The Season To Celebrate And Enjoy
Holiday Season 2019 Calendar Of Events

A CHRISTMAS CAROL - A GHOST 
STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

November 15, 2019 - December 29 
615 Texas Avenue

Houston TX
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