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辦公室招租  Office for Rent
●位置極佳，近中國城5分鐘.
●環境高雅，安全安靜，包水電，免費高速網絡，辦公傢具
●有大型停車場。
●Great location, 5 minutes drive from Chinatown.
●Safe and quiet work place with water and electricity, 
    free high-speed Internet, office furniture. 
●There has a large parking lot.

舉辦活動最佳地點  Event rental
●場地寬敞 設備齊全 
●有大型停車場。
●The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
●Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. producer prices were unex-
pectedly unchanged in November as increases in food and gas-
oline prices were offset by declining costs for services, pointing 
to muted inflation despite a recent uptick in consumer prices.
Other data on Thursday showed the number of Americans fil-
ing for unemployment benefits surged to more than a two-year 
high last week. The jump in jobless claims, however, likely does 
not signal a pickup in layoffs as the data tends to be volatile in 
the period following the Thanksgiving Day holiday.
The reports were released a day after the Federal Reserve’s deci-
sion to keep interest rates steady. The U.S. central bank indicat-
ed on Wednesday that borrowing costs were likely to remain 
unchanged at least through next year amid expectations the 
economy would continue to grow modestly and the unemploy-
ment rate remain low.
“Inflationary pressures are not an issue,” said Ryan Sweet, a se-
nior economist at Moody’s Analytics in West Chester, Pennsyl-
vania. “This supports the Fed’s strong signal that if its expecta-
tions hold, monetary easing will not continue in 2020 and rate 
hikes are even more unlikely.”
The Labor Department said the flat reading in its produc-
er price index for final demand last month followed a 0.4% 
rebound in October. The PPI gained 1.1% in the 12 months 
through November, matching October’s rise, which was the 
smallest increase since October 2016.
Economists polled by Reuters had forecast the PPI would rise 
0.2% in November and accelerate 1.2% on a year-on-year basis.
Excluding the volatile food, energy and trade services compo-
nents, producer prices were also unchanged last month after 
edging up 0.1% in October. The so-called core PPI increased 
1.3% in the 12 months through November, the smallest gain 
since September 2016, after advancing 1.5% in October.
The dollar .DXY ticked up against a basket of currencies, while 
prices of U.S. Treasuries fell. Stocks on Wall Street were trading 
higher, buoyed by President Donald Trump’s tweet that the 
United States was getting very close to a “big deal” with China.
The soft PPI data followed a report on Wednesday showing sol-
id gains in consumer prices in November. The Fed, which has a 
2% annual inflation target, tracks the core personal consump-
tion expenditures (PCE) price index for monetary policy.
The core PCE price index rose 1.6% on a year-on-year basis in 
October and has fallen short of the target this year. November 
PCE price data will be published next week.

U.S. producer prices tepid; jobless 
claims at more than two-year high

JOBLESS CLAIMS SURGE
In another report on Thursday, 
the Labor Department said 
initial claims for state unem-
ployment benefits surged 49,000 
to a seasonally adjusted 252,000 
for the week ended Dec. 7, the 
highest reading since Septem-
ber 2017. The increase was the 
largest since August 2017.

Claims dropped to 203,000 in 
the prior week, which was a 
seven-month low. The decline 

probably reflected a late Thanksgiving 
Day this year compared to 2018, which 
could have thrown off the model used 
by the government to strip out seasonal 
fluctuations from the data.
“The recent volatility in the claims data is 
likely due to seasonal adjustment issues 
that we often see around the holiday 
season, and we saw a similar pattern 
across the weekly claims readings around 
Thanksgiving in 2013 when the holi-
day fell on November 28 like it did this 
year,” said Daniel Silver, an economist at 
JPMorgan in New York.
Economists had forecast claims would 

increase to 213,000 in the latest week. The 
four-week moving average of initial claims, 
considered a better measure of labor market 
trends as it irons out week-to-week volatility, 
rose 6,250 to 224,000 last week.
The underlying trend in claims remains 
consistent with a strong labor market. The 
government reported last Friday that the 
economy added a robust 266,000 jobs in 
November and the unemployment rate fell 
back to 3.5%, its lowest level in nearly half 
a century. Other data on housing, trade and 
manufacturing have also been relatively up-
beat and suggested the economy was growing 
at a moderate speed rather than stalling.

FILE PHOTO: 
Customers shop 
during Black Friday 
sales at a Target 
store in Chicago, 
Illinois, U.S. No-
vember 29, 2019. 
REUTERS/Joshua 
Lott/File Photo



Demonstrators clash with riot police during a protest against Chile’s govern-
ment in Santiago, Chile December 12, 2019. REUTERS/Pablo Sanhueza

Ballot boxes arrive at a counting centre for Britain’s general election in Glasgow, Britain, 
December 12, 2019. REUTERS/Russell Cheyne

A demonstrator throws a stone while other is sprayed by riot police with a water cannon during 
a protest against Chile’s government in Santiago, Chile December 12, 2019. REUTERS/Pablo 
Sanhueza
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Editor’s Choice

House Judiciary Committee Debates Articles Of Impeachment Against President Trump
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Ballots are tallied at a counting centre for Britain’s general election in Bishopbriggs, Britain 
December 12, 2019. REUTERS/Gonzalo Fuentes

A runner carries a ballot box for the ballots to be counted at a counting centre for Britain’s general election in 
Sunderland, Britain, December 12, 2019. REUTERS/Craig Brough
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The MINT National Bank  
A SBA PLP Lender 
Recently Closed Loans 

SBA Loan-Motel SBA Loan-Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $3,300,000 

Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Construction/ Term 
Start Up 

Loan Amount: $4,055,000 (Total Five Loans) 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only / 2 

5 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing & Working Capital 

Conventional-Gas Station SBA Loan-Motel 
Loan Amount: $1,880,000 

Term: 20 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing 

Loan Amount: $2,500,000 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  

25 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Construction/ Term 

Start Up 

Conventional: Retail Condominiums Conventional: Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $4,350,000 

Term: 8 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Tenant Improvement/ Term 
CRE Investor Program 

Loan Amount: $3,450,000 (Total 2 Loans) 
Term: 20 Years straight payout 

Purpose: Refinance & Extra Equity for Gas 
Stations purchasing 

 

Conventional: Gas Stations Conventional: Builder line of credit 
Loan Amount: $3,780,000 

Term: 20 years straight payout  
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for 

Land Purchasing 
 

Loan Amount: $1,700,000  
Term: 12 Month Interest Only 

Purpose: SFR Construction 
Builder Line 

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact, 

Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO  

Cell Number: 713-560-1588   Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118    
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com  
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036 
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339 
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COMMUNITY

Flu seasons are notoriously unpredict-
able, but there are already clues that the 
upcoming season may be especially dif-
ficult.
Flu season in the Southern Hemisphere 
can be an indication of what’s to come in 
the Northern Hemisphere, and the recent 
flu season in Australia, where winter has 
just ended, arrived early and with a ven-
geance. A particularly virulent flu strain, 
H3N2, dominated.
Additionally, a pediatric flu death has al-
ready been reported in the U.S. — a 4 
year old in California who had underly-
ing health problems.
“We should never forget that the flu still 
kills,” Dr. Cameron Kaiser, a public 
health officer for Riverside County, Cali-
fornia, said in a news release announcing 
the death.
“A death so early in the flu season sug-
gests this year may be worse than usual,” 
Kaiser warned.
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that last year, there 
were 37 million to 43 million flu ill-
nesses in the U.S., and 36,400 to 61,200 
flu-related deaths. Last year’s flu season 
ran from Oct. 1, 2018, to May 4.

The 2019 Flu Season Has 
“Staying Power.”

Is it too early to get the flu vaccine?
No. Doctors say people should get the 
flu vaccine now, and certainly before 
Thanksgiving.
“The concern with delaying it is that 
some people who might have the op-
portunity to get vaccinated now may 
not have that opportunity later,” said Dr. 
Robert Atmar, a professor of medicine 
and an infectious disease expert at Bay-
lor College of Medicine in Houston.

“The most important thing is for people 
to get their flu vaccine, and get it before 
the epidemic starts,” he said.
Most healthy people who get the shot in 
September can expect some protection 
through the spring. But older adults may 
want to schedule their vaccination for 
sometime in October.
“There is a concern that some older peo-
ple may have their immunity wane sim-
ply because their immune system is more 
frail, less robust,” Dr. William Schaffner, 
a professor of preventive medicine and 
infectious diseases at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center.
 Flu activity usually picks up in October 
and November, peaks around February, 
and can last well into the spring months. 
The CDC recommends everyone over 
age 6 months be vaccinated against the 
flu, especially expectant mothers.
Pregnant women who get the flu tend to 
have complications similar to those over 
65. The shot offers protection for both 
the woman and her unborn baby.
It takes about two weeks to build immu-
nity to influenza after getting the vaccine.
But even then, the flu vaccine offers only 
partial protection. Last year, the vaccine 
didn’t work well: Its overall effective-
ness was 29 percent.
Doctors blamed the poor match on a sur-
prise second wave of H3N2 flu activity 
late in the season.

Why should I get the flu vaccine even 
if it doesn’t work well?

There is plenty of evidence that the vac-
cine can ease the severity of the flu if 
you do get sick. Doctors say people who 

get the vaccine generally don’t feel as 
sick if they do wind up with the flu, and 
they’re less likely to develop complica-
tions of the virus, including pneumonia 
and death.
“Partial protection frequently gets over-
looked, and we shouldn’t forget that,” 
Schaffner said.                  
“Because it’s those complications that do 
you in.”
What’s more, research published last 
year found the risk for heart attack or 
stroke increases the month after a person 
is diagnosed with the flu. The mecha-
nism is likely one of inflammation and 
stress in the body caused by the virus.
A specific flu shot call Fluzone may be 
best for older adults. “For people over 
age 65, there is evidence that the high-
dose vaccine will provide greater than a 
standard dose vaccine,” Atmar said.

Fluzone and the standard dose shots 
available this year include protection 
against several influenza strains, includ-
ing H1N1 and H3N2.
FluMist, the nasal spray favored by kids 
and anyone else averse to needles, is also 
back this year. (Courtesy nbcnews.com)

Related
Australia Just Had a Bad Flu Season. 
That May Be a Warning for the U.S.

The flu season just ending in Australia 

is one of the country’s most severe ever, 
sickening more than 272,000 and killing 
662:
•It also started in April, two months ear-
lier, and peaked in June and July com-
pared to the usual peak between August 
and September.

A human cell infected with the H3N2 
flu virus, responsible for Australia’s 
and the U.S.’s worst recent flu out-
breaks. The same strain may dominate 
this year, too.Steve Gschmeissner/Sci-

ence Source 
•The 2017 flu season was Australia’s 
deadliest in 20 years and was followed 
by the 2017-18 US season that killed 
nearly 80,000.
•In the US, there has already been one 
pediatric death recorded after a 4-year-
old boy from California died from flu-re-
lated complications last year. (Courtesy 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/ )

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The 2019 Flu Season Is Predicted To Be Bad – 
The Public Is Encouraged To Get A Flu Shot
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BUSINESS

The U.S. economy added 266,000 jobs 
in November, above the 187,000 econ-
omists expected, the government said 
on Friday, as the unemployment rate fell 
back to a 50-year low of 3.5%.
Why it matters: The number reflects, 
in part, striking GM workers returning 
to work. The report, which also includ-
ed upward revisions for prior months’ 
job gains, also shows employers haven’t 
pulled back on hiring, despite fears of a 
trade-war driven economic slowdown.
The numbers: The economy produced 
a robust 266,000 new jobs in November 
and the unemployment rate returned to a 
50-year low, reflecting the resilience of 
the U.S. labor market.
The increase in employment — the big-
gest since January — was partly inflated 
by the return of nearly 50,000 striking 
auto workers at General Motors GM, 
-0.57%. Yet it was still a surprisingly 
strong report. Economists surveyed by 
MarketWatch had predicted a more mod-
est 180,000 gain.
Hiring was strong almost across the 
board, with health care, hospitality and 
professional occupations leading the 
way.

The unemployment rate dipped to 3.5% 
from 3.6% to match the lowest level 
since the end of 1969.
The stock market DJIA, +0.00% soared 
in early Friday trades after the jobs re-
port.
What happened: Health-care pro-
viders hired 45,000 people, hotels and 
restaurants boosted staff by 45,000 and 
white-collar professional firms added 
38,000 workers.
Employment in manufacturing jumped 
by 54,000, but almost all of the gains 
stemmed from General Motors GM, 
-0.58%  employees returning to work 
after a month-long strike. Manufacturers 
have added virtually no jobs this year, 

hurt by a slowing global economy and 
by the U.S. trade war with China.
Retailers added just 2,000 new jobs a 
month before the holiday shopping sea-
son. Builders filled just 1,000 positions. 
And oil-and-gas companies shed 7,000 
jobs, reflecting lower energy prices.
The amount of money the average work-
er earns, meanwhile, rose 7 cents to 
$28.29 an hour. The increase in pay in 
the past 12 months slowed to 3.1% from 
3.2%, however, indicating that many of 
the newly created jobs are likely low-
er-paying ones.

Wage gains climbed steadily from 2014 
until early this year before leveling out at 
just over 3% a year.
Adding to the positive tone of the No-
vember jobs report, the government re-
vised up employment gains for October 
and September by a combined 41,000.
Over the past three months, the economy 
had added an average of 205,000 new 
jobs. That’s down from a 223,000 aver-
age in 2018, but still quite vigorous more 
than a decade into an economic recovery. 
Most economists don’t think it can last, 
though.
The slowing economy has caused some 
companies to scale back hiring while 
skilled and even unskilled labor has be-
come hard to find in the tightest labor 
market in decades. Many firms say they 
have had to leave positions unfilled be-
cause of a lack of talent.
Big picture: Businesses are still hiring at 
a healthy pace and laying off very few 
workers. New applications for unem-
ployment benefits fell again at the end 
of November, leaving them just slightly 
above a half-century low.

Read: U.S. jobless claims tumble again 
to 203,000 and return to near a 50-year 
low
The strong labor market has given con-
sumers the confidence to keep spending 
and extend a U.S. economic expansion 
now in a record 11th straight year.

What they are saying?: “This was a 
strong report, with a solid rise in pay-
rolls, another drop in the unemployment 
rate, and decent growth in hourly earn-
ings,” said chief economist Chris Low of 
FHN FInancial.
“All these new jobs will only put an extra 
spring in the step of holiday shoppers,” 
said senior economist Sal Guatieri of 
BMO Capital Markets.
“Over 10 years since the official end of 
the Great Recession, the labor market 
continues to add more jobs than needed 
to keep up with population growth and 
the growth of the labor force,” said re-
search director Nick Bunker of Indeed 
Hiring Lab. “As we start the new year, 
maybe our resolution should be to not 
count out this labor market.”
Market reaction: The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average DJIA, +0.01% and S&P 
500 SPX, +0.02% both rose sharply, with 
the Dow gaining as much as 300 points. 
The 10-year Treasury yield TMUBMUS-
D10Y, +1.14% jumped 1.86%. (Courte-
sy https://www.marketwatch.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Unemployment Rate Falls Again To Match 50-Year Low Of 3.5%

U.S. Sees November Hiring Surge As 
Economy Adds 266,000 New Jobs
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