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Trump says China trade deal may have to 
wait amid sticking points in talks
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LONDON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump said on Tues-
day a trade deal with China might have to wait until after the 
U.S. presidential election in November 2020, denting hopes 
that the two largest economies would soon reach an initial 
deal to ease their damaging trade war.
“I have no deadline, no,” Trump told reporters in London, 
where he was due to attend a meeting of NATO leaders.
“In some ways, I like the idea of waiting until after the elec-
tion for the China deal. But they want to make a deal now, 
and we’ll see whether or not the deal’s going to be right; it’s 
got to be right.”
Trump’s remarks sent stock prices tumbling and triggered 
a rush into safe assets such as U.S. Treasury debt. MSCI’s 
measure of global stock performance .MIWD00000PUS 
slid 0.9%, while the U.S. benchmark S&P 500 Index .SPX 
dropped 1.22%, its largest fall in nearly two months. Inves-
tors piled into government bonds, driving the yield on the 
10-year U.S. Treasury note US10YT=RR to a one-month low 
near 1.7%. The dollar weakened against a basket .DXY of 
key trading partners’ currencies. Trump’s comments came as 
sources in Beijing and Washington familiar with the talks said 
that the two countries have made progress, but are still wran-
gling over whether existing U.S. tariffs will be removed and 
over specific levels of Chinese purchases of U.S. agricultural 
products as part of a “phase one” trade deal.

Factbox: Trump has upended relationships with nine of 10 top 
U.S. trading partners
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FILE PHOTO: 
U.S. President 
Donald Trump 
meets with Chi-
na’s President 
Xi Jinping at 
the start of their 
bilateral meet-
ing at the G20 
leaders summit 
in Osaka, Japan, 
June 29, 2019. 
REUTERS/Kev-
in Lamarque/File 
Photo

U.S. Commerce Secretary: Trump’s objectives on 
U.S.-China trade deal haven’t changed
“The Chinese side must have such a requirement, be-
cause the Chinese side has promised more U.S agri-
cultural purchases. This is in a way, to some extent, a 
transaction,” a Chinese source who advises Beijing on 
the talks told Reuters.
A Washington-based source briefed on the talks said that 
the U.S. side is willing to remove some tariffs, but wants 
additional concessions from Beijing to curb the forced 
transfer of American technology to Chinese firms.
While the deal being discussed includes new protec-
tions for trademarks, copyrights and other intellectual 
property, trade sources have said it would leave the most 
difficult technology transfer issues to future talks.
Trade experts say the most likely tariffs to be removed 
would be 15% duties imposed on Sept. 1 on about $125 
billion of Chinese consumer goods, including smart 
speakers, Bluetooth headphones, television sets and 
footwear.
But Trump’s most recent trade actions may leave Chi-
nese officials concerned about whether he would uphold 
an initial deal.
On Monday, he said he would hit Brazil and Argenti-
na with trade tariffs for “massive devaluation of their 
currencies”.
The United States then threatened duties of up to 100% 
on French goods, from champagne to handbags, because 

of a digital services tax that Washington says harms U.S. 
tech companies.
“All of these things are affecting the Trump administra-
tion’s credibility, but both sides have credibility prob-
lems,” said Scott Kennedy, a China economics expert 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington.
U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross on Tuesday said 
that while staff-level talks are continuing with Chi-
nese officials, no high-level meetings are scheduled.
If there is no deal or substantial progress in talks 
before Dec. 15, tariffs on remaining Chinese imports, 
including cell phones, laptop computers and toys, will 
take effect, Ross told CNBC on Tuesday.
“I think it’s also important that the president make clear: 
he’s under no time pressure to get it done. Because oth-
erwise there’s a tendency of the other side to say ‘Oh, he 
needs it for political reasons, so we’ll give him a worse 
deal than we would.’ He’s not going to play that game.”

But Seema Shah, chief strategist at Principal Global 
Investors, said Trump could not afford a repeat of the 
stock market’s sharp falls in late 2018, when he raised the 
temperature of the trade stand-off.
“The Chinese government believes that President Trump 
is desperate for a deal before the end of the year, when the 
race for the presidential election will really heat up,” Shah 
said.
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald 
Trump solicited foreign interference to boost his 
chances of re-election next year, undermined 
national security and ordered an “unprecedented” 
campaign to obstruct Congress, Democrats said 
in a report on Tuesday that will form the basis of 
any formal impeachment charges against Trump.

In a 300-page report that alleged sweeping abuse 
of power, the Democratic-led House of Repre-
sentatives Intelligence Committee said Trump 
used U.S. military aid and the prospect of a White 
House visit to pressure his Ukrainian counterpart 
to undertake probes that would benefit Trump 
politically.

Trump has denied any wrongdoing.

The Republican president “placed his own per-
sonal and political interests above the national 
interests of the United States, sought to under-
mine the integrity of the U.S. presidential election 
process, and endangered U.S. national security,” 
the report said.
Nunes, top intelligence panel Republican, had 
frequent contact with Giuliani, call records show
Possible partisan battles in Senate over Trump 
impeachment trial previewed
See more stories
Democrats, who began the formal impeachment 
inquiry in September, also accused Trump of an 
“unprecedented” effort to obstruct the investigation, 
including refusing to provide documents and testi-
mony from his top advisers, unsuccessful attempts to 
block career government officials from testifying and 
intimidation of witnesses.
“The evidence of the President’s misconduct is over-
whelming, and so too is the evidence of his obstruc-
tion of Congress,” it said, adding that the wrongdoing 
was “not an isolated occurrence.
In a news conference following the release of the 

Democrats accuse Trump of abusing power, 
obstructing impeachment probe

The 300 page Trump-
Ukraine Impeachment 
Inquiry Report is seen 
after being released 
by the U.S. House In-
telligence Committee 
in Washington, U.S., 
December 3, 2019. 
REUTERS/Jim Bourg

report, House Intelligence 
Committee Chairman Adam 
Schiff described Trump as a 
“president who believes that he 
is beyond indictment, beyond 
impeachment, beyond any form 
of accountability and indeed 
above the law.”
Trump, who is in London for a 
NATO summit, accused Dem-
ocrats of using the impeach-
ment process to overturn the 
results of the 2016 presidential 

election. Opinion polls show Americans are 
bitterly divided over whether to impeach 
Trump.
White House spokeswoman Stephanie 
Grisham said House Democrats had con-
ducted a “one-sided sham process” that had 
failed to produce any evidence of wrongdo-
ing by Trump.

“This report reflects nothing more than 
their frustrations. Chairman Schiff ’s report 
reads like the ramblings of a basement 
blogger straining to prove something when 
there is evidence of nothing,” Grisham said 

in a statement.
The heart of the impeachment probe is whether 
Trump misused the power of his office to compel 
Ukraine to investigate former Vice President Joe 
Biden, a leading contender for the Democratic 
nomination to face Trump in the 2020 election.
Lawmakers and the public have heard testimony 
from current and former officials that military 
aid was withheld from Ukraine and that a White 
House meeting with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy was conditioned on Kiev con-
ducting the probe, as well as one into a debunked 
conspiracy theory about Ukrainian interference 
in the 2016 U.S. election.



A man reacts next to a riot police vehicle outside the Costanera Mall during a 
protest against Chile’s government, at Providencia, a wealthy neighbourhood, 
in Santiago, Chile December 3, 2019. REUTERS/Pablo Sanhueza

British Columbia Premier John Horgan and Alberta Premier Jason Kenney are seen during 
a news conference after a meeting with Canada’s provincial premiers in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada December 2, 2019. REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

Dec 3, 2019; Avon, CO, USA; Course workers tend to the course for the Birds of Prey FIS Ski 
World Cup at Beaver Creek. Mandatory Credit: Michael Madrid-USA TODAY Sports
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FILE PHOTO: Jeffrey Epstein appears in a photo taken for the NY Division of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices’ sex offender registry

Dec 3, 2019; Lake Louise, Alberta, CAN; Juliana Suter of Switzerland during downhill 
training for the the Lake Louise FIS Women’s Alpine Skiing World Cup at Lake Louise 
Ski Resort. Mandatory Credit: Sergei Belski-USA TODAY Sports

Riot policemen patrol a street during a protest against Chile’s government, at Provi-
dencia, a wealthy neighbourhood, in Santiago, Chile December 3, 2019. REUTERS/
Pablo Sanhueza

KCNA picture of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visiting a vegetable greenhouse farm and 
tree nursery in Jungphyong, North Korea

Employees work at a pork bun chain restaurant Xishaoye in Beijing, China November 22, 2019. Picture taken 
November 22, 2019. REUTERS/Jason Lee u000d
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COMMUNITY

New York chef Aaron Bludorn is kind of 
a badass. He’s got quite the culinary ped-
igree. He’s worked with two renowned 
Michelin-starred chefs — Douglas 
Keane in California and most recently 
the legendary Daniel Boulud in New 
York.
Bludorn began as a chef de partie at 
the famed Cafe Boulud before work-
ing his way up to executive chef in just 
five years. And he made his mark in the 
mainstream as a contestant on season 
one of Netflix’s The Final Table, cooking 
with chefs across the globe and testing 
his chops with different cuisines. Plus, 
the accomplished chef is on the board of 
nonprofit Careers Through Culinary Arts 
Programs.
 All of which is to say, Bludorn’s kind of 
intense. But above all, he’s a nice guy.
And Houston’s about to find out how 
nice, thanks to Bludorn’s decision to 
leave the famed Cafe Boulud to open up 
his very own Bayou City restaurant as 
soon as 2020.

The down-to-earth chef is making seri-
ous moves, hightailing it from the buzz 
and blitz of New York to settle down in 
Houston with his wife of one year, Victo-
ria Pappas Bludorn.

Chef Aaron Bludorn

Yes, that’s the Pappas you’re thinking 
of. Victoria’s father is Chris Pappas, 
co-owner of Pappas Restaurants. The 
group will not be affiliated with Blu-
dorn’s new Houston restaurant, but he’s 
happy to have the connection and holds 
his in-laws in the utmost respect.
“I bounced around, and my family’s kind 
of scattered. Our whole plan is to start a 
family, and what better place than Hous-
ton? Especially with the roots my wife 
has there,” Bludorn says. “I’ve had such 
a great time visiting in the past years. It’s 
a great town to be in food scene, that’s 
for sure.

 Aaron Bludorn worked with chef 
Daniel Boulud for 10 years. 

“I think right now it’s super vibrant. 
Some great chefs doing fantastic things 
— Chris Shepherd, Justin Yu, Hugo (Or-
tega). I’ve been really reading about the 
push there for years.”
Bludorn does not know where he’s go-
ing to open his new Houston restaurant 
yet, but he sees The Heights, Montrose 
or maybe Midtown as good fits.
His vision for what the restaurant will 
look like is more clear. “I would like it to 
be a very celebratory, very polished and 
charismatic setting but at the same time 
dressed-down,” Bludorn says. Don’t ex-
pect a suit and tie type place.
He envisions big wood beams, exposed 
brick in a not industrial but crafts-
man-like vibe.
His close ties to Boulud — he spent 10 
years at Cafe Boulud, the last five as the 
legendary restaurant’s executive chef – 

already make Bludorn something of a 
big name. Even if he does not carry him-
self that way.

Aaron Bludorn knows his way 
around a kitchen. 

“Having the opportunity to work for 
Daniel Boulud for 10 years was incredi-
ble,” Aaron Bludorn tells PaperCity. “It’s 
something I couldn’t have dreamed of in 
my wildest dreams when I was in culi-
nary school or even a young cook. I had 
some great mentors because of it, people 
that really helped me.                                                                                                            
“Especially Daniel, the most humble, 
incredible chef I’ve ever worked for, or 
guy I’ve ever met.”
Bludorn’s New Houston Beginnings
Bludorn is drawn to the merging of all 
different cultures in Houston, what he 
calls the kind of thing you’d see in cit-
ies like Toronto, Los Angeles and New 
York. “It’s very alive in Houston as 
well,” he says.
But he’s not planning to splash on the 
scene. The humble chef simply wants to 
do what he does, and do it well.
“I hope to play a small auxiliary role to 
start,” Bludorn laughs. “I’m not there to 
fix anything or to make anything better. 
I’m there to fill my own niche of what 
I’ve been doing lately through working 
with Daniel, and also what my career has 
been up to this point.”
That looks like a French-American 
restaurant in the style of New York chef 
Charlie Palmer — namely, American 
dishes through and through carefully 
crafted with the finest classic French 

techniques.

 Aaron Bludorn’s wife Victoria is 
part of the Pappas family. 

“I wouldn’t say the menu is going to be 
marked up with classic French dishes. 
Rather just using those techniques to 
create something really delicious. One of 
the things I really like to do is evoke the 
sense of dining that includes pretty much 
everyone, right? By being able to have a 
lot of dishes to share, large format with 
the main courses,” Bludorn says. Expect 
a fair share of shareable plates.
Is he interested in the ingredients and fla-
vors Houston and the Gulf Coast have to 
offer?
“One hundred percent,” he chuckles. 
“I’m really excited about the seafood 
down there and all the seafood the Gulf 
has to offer. It’s also pretty amazing you 
have tomatoes, beautiful tomatoes grow-
ing in January.”
For Bludorn, it’s all about the discovery, 
a kind of food-finding mission. “It’s been 
more exploratory as of right now. Defi-
nitely been down there, made friends 
with Chris and his chef at UB Preserv, 
Nick Wong, has been a friend of mine,” 
he says.
He’s hitting up Houston chefs for the 
inside scoop, tips on farmers markets, 
ranches and beyond to make the most 
of local ingredients. “It’s something I’ve 
done in New York that’s taken me time 
to get there,” Bludorn notes. (Courtsy 
https://www.papercitymag.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

 He’s Jumping Into The Bayou 
City Food Scene With Major Plans

Star New York Chef’s Big Move
And His New Houston Restaurant

Chef Aaron Bludorn is saying goodbye New York, hello Houston.
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(Bloomberg) -- The U.S. solidified its 
status as an energy producer by posting 
the first full month as a net exporter of 
crude and petroleum products since gov-
ernment records began in 1949.
The nation exported 89,000 barrels a 
day more than it imported in September, 
according to data from the Energy Infor-
mation Administration Friday. While the 
U.S. has previously reported net exports 
on a weekly basis, today’s figures mark a 
key milestone that few would have pre-
dicted just a decade ago, before the onset 
of the shale boom.
President Donald Trump has touted 
American energy independence, saying 
that the nation is moving away from rely-
ing on foreign oil. While the net exports 
show decreasing reliance on imports, the 
U.S. still continues to buy heavy crude 
oil from other nations to meet the needs 
of its refineries. It also buys refined prod-
ucts when they are available for a lower 
cost from foreign suppliers.

“The U.S. return to being a net export-
er serves to remind how the oil industry 
can deliver surprises -- in this case, the 
shale oil revolution - that upend global 
oil prices, production, and trade flows,” 
said Bob McNally, a former energy ad-
viser to President George W. Bush and 
president of the consulting firm Rapidan 
Energy Group.
Soaring output from shale deposits led 
by the Permian Basin of West Texas and 
New Mexico has been in main driver 
of the transition -- but America’s status 
as a net exporter may be fragile. Many 

Texas wildcatters are predicting a rapid 
decline in production growth next year, 
while some Democratic contenders for 
the White House have called for a ban 
on fracking -- the controversial drilling 
technique that unleashed the boom.
“In the days of Jimmy Carter and even 
Ronald Reagan, we would have longed 
for this day,” said Jim Lucier, manag-
ing director of Washington, D.C.-based 
Capital Alpha Partners LLC. “Now we 
scarcely notice it at all.”
In its Short-Term Energy Outlook earli-
er this month, the EIA flagged the turn-
around and forecast total net exports of 
crude and products of 750,000 barrels 
a day in 2020, compared with average 
net imports of 520,000 barrels a day this 
year.

Analysts at Rystad Energy said this 
week the U.S. is only months away from 
achieving energy independence, citing 
surging oil and gas output as well as the 
growth of renewables.
“Going forward, the United States will 
be energy independent on a monthly 
basis, and by 2030 total primary energy 
production will outpace primary ener-
gy demand by about 30%,” said Sindre 
Knutsson, vice president of Rystad Ener-
gy’s gas markets team.
To contact the reporter on this story: 
Stephen Cunningham in Washington at 
scunningha10@bloomberg.net

Related
OPEC+ Gambles That U.S. Shale’s 

Golden Age Is Over
For years, OPEC ignored the rise of the 
U.S. shale industry and came to regret its 
mistake. Now, the group is making an-
other bold gamble on America’s oil rev-

olution: that its golden age is over.
When the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries meets this week, 
ministers will discuss whether to extend 
their current output target, rather than re-
duce it, according to people familiar with 
the internal debate. The reason? They 
believe relentless U.S. oil production 
growth will slow rapidly next year.

OPEC isn’t alone. Across the industry, 
oil traders and executives believe U.S. 
production will grow less in 2020 than 
this year, and at a significantly slower 
rate than in 2018. On paper, the cartel 
has the oil market under control.
Brent crude has been trading around $60 
a barrel for most of 2019, about 14% 
higher than at the start of the year but 
well below the peak of $75.60 a barrel 
set in late April.
“Saudi Arabia is doing a reasonable 
job to balance the market,” said Mar-
co Dunand, head of commodity trading 
house Mercuria Energy Group Ltd. He 
has some words of warning too: “OPEC 
will need to watch U.S. production very 
closely.” But Saudi Arabia and its allies 
should be wary of discounting compe-
tition from U.S. shale and other non-
OPEC suppliers.

Total U.S. oil production reached an all-
time high of almost 17.5 million barrels a 
day in September, up 1.3 million barrels 
a day from a year earlier. That expansion 
is likely to continue at least into the be-
ginning of 2020 before slowing down. 
(Courtesy Bloomberg.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

U.S. Posts First Month In 70 Years
As A Net Petroleum Exporter
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