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U.S. third-quarter GDP growth revised 
higher; business investment stabilizing
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. economic growth 
picked up slightly in the third quarter, rather than slow-
ing as initially reported, and there are signs the down-
turn in business investment could be drawing to a close.

The economy’s prospects were further brightened by 
other data on Wednesday showing consumer spend-
ing rising steadily and the number of Americans filing 
claims for unemployment benefits dropping last week 
after being stuck at a five-month high for two straight 
weeks.
The reports were released in the wake of data showing 
an acceleration in housing market activity early in the 
fourth quarter and a sharp decline in the goods trade 
deficit, as well as a solid pace of inventory accumula-
tion by retailers.
The improvement in the economic data further dimin-
ished the risks of recession in the near term. Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell struck an optimistic note 
on the economy on Monday saying “at this point in the 
long expansion, I see the glass as much more than half 
full.”
The U.S. central bank last month cut interest rates for 
the third time this year and signaled a pause in the eas-
ing cycle that started in July when it reduced borrowing 
costs for the first time since 2008.
U.S. consumer spending increases steadily; inflation 
muted
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U.S. pending home sales slip in October: NAR
See more stories
Gross domestic product increased at a 2.1% annualized rate, 
the Commerce Department said in its second estimate of 
third-quarter GDP. That was up from the 1.9% pace estimated 
last month. The economy grew at a 2.0% pace in the April-
June period.
Economists polled by Reuters had forecast third-quarter GDP 
growth would be unrevised at 1.9%.
The upward revision to GDP reflected more inventory accu-
mulation than initially thought, as well as a less steep pace of 
contraction in business investment. Inventories increased at 
a $79.8 billion pace instead of the $69.0 billion rate reported 
last month.
When measured from the income side, the economy grew at 
a 2.4% rate in the last quarter. Gross domestic income (GDI) 
increased at a rate of 0.9% in the second quarter. The income 
side of the growth ledger accelerated despite a drop in profits.

Second-quarter GDI growth was revised down by 0.9 per-
centage point, with growth in wages and sales during that 
period slashed by $46.7 billion to $62.1 billion.
After-tax profits without inventory valuation and capital con-
sumption adjustment, which corresponds to S&P 500 profits, 
decreased $11.3 billion, or at a rate of 0.6%, as they were 
held down by legal settlements with Facebook and Google. 
Profits increased at a 3.3% rate in the second quarter.

Iran says 
200,000 took to streets in 
anti-government protests

GENEVA (Reuters) - Iran gave a glimpse on Wednesday into the scale 
of what may have been the biggest anti-government protests in the 40-
year history of the Islamic Republic, with an official saying 200,000 
people had taken part and a lawmaker saying 7,000 were 
arrested.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in his strongest 
remarks since the unrest peaked, described the two weeks of 
violence as the work of a “very dangerous conspiracy”.
Iran says it arrested eight with CIA links during unrest
He also said the unrest, initially sparked by fuel price hikes but which 
then spiraled, had been completely quelled.
Iran has given no official death toll, but Amnesty International said this 
week it had documented the deaths of at least 143 protesters. Tehran 
has rejected this figure.
A number anywhere close to that would make it the deadliest anti-gov-
ernment unrest at least since the authorities put down a “Green Revo-
lution” protests that surrounded the disputed 2009 presidential election 
and probably since the 1979 Islamic Revolution that toppled the shah 
and swept clerics to power.
Details of the unrest have been difficult to report from outside Iran, 
especially after the authorities shut down the internet for a week.
Residents and state media said mobile Internet was restored in the 
capital Tehran and several other areas on Wednesday, after fixed-line 
internet was partially reconnected on Monday.
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WORLD NEWS

KABUL (Reuters) - The Taliban said on Friday they 
were ready to restart peace talks with the United 
States, a day after President Donald Trump visited 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan and said he believed the 
radical group would agree to a ceasefire.
Trump’s surprise Thanksgiving Day visit was his first 
to Afghanistan since becoming president and came a 
week after a prisoner swap between Washington and 
Kabul that raised hopes for a long elusive peace deal 
to end the 18-year war.
“The Taliban wants to make a deal and we are meet-
ing with them,” Trump told reporters after arriving in 
Afghanistan on Thursday.
“We say it has to be a ceasefire and they didn’t want to 
do a ceasefire and now they want to do a ceasefire, I 
believe. It will probably work out that way,” he said.
Trump canceled peace negotiations in September 
after the militant group claimed responsibility for an 
attack in Kabul that killed 12 people, including an 
American soldier.
Zabihullah Mujahid, a spokesman for the hardline 
Islamist insurgent group, said on Friday they were 
“ready to restart the talks”.
“Our stance is still the same. If peace talks start, it 
will be resumed from the stage where it had stopped,” 
Mujahid told Reuters.
Taliban leaders have told Reuters that the group has 
been holding meetings with senior U.S. officials in 
Doha since last weekend, adding they could soon 
resume formal peace talks.
“We are hoping that Trump’s visit to Afghanistan will 
prove that he is serious to start talks again. We don’t 
think he has not much of a choice,” said a senior Tali-
ban commander on conditions of anonymity.
Trump did not answer reporters’ questions when he 
returned on Friday morning to Florida, where he is 
spending the U.S. Thanksgiving holiday weekend 
away from Washington.
There are currently about 13,000 U.S. forces as well 
as thousands of other NATO troops in Afghanistan, 
18 years after a U.S.-led coalition invaded the country 

After Trump’s Afghan visit, Taliban say 
they are ready to resume peace talks

following the Sept. 11, 2001, al Qaeda 
attacks on the United States.
About 2,400 U.S. service members have 
been killed in the course of the Afghan 
conflict.
A draft accord agreed in September 
would have thousands of American 
troops withdrawn in exchange for guar-
antees that Afghanistan would not be 
used as a base for militant attacks on the 
United States or its allies.
Still, many U.S. officials doubt the Taliban 
could be relied upon to prevent al Qaeda 
from again plotting attacks against the 
United States from Afghan soil.



Imported goods with U.S. prices on, are seen labeled during the Black Friday 
sales in Caracas

Holiday shoppers leave a Best Buy store at the Pentagon Centre shopping mall in Arlington

Holiday shoppers look for deals at the Pentagon Centre shopping mall in Arlington
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Editor’s Choice

Shoppers look for Black Friday sale items at a Sears store in Coral Gables

Holiday shoppers sit outside a Marshalls store at the Pentagon Centre shopping mall in 
Arlington

A holiday shopper takes part in Black Friday sales in New York

A woman is seen inside a store at a mall during the Black Friday sales in Caracas

People watch products outside a store at a mall during the Black Friday sales in Caracas
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COMMUNITY

As more states legalize marijuana for 
medical or recreational use, concern is 
rising about the risk of people getting 
behind the wheel while high. The latest 
highway safety statistics confirm the 
number of drivers testing positive for pot 
has increased dramatically -- but driving 
under the influence of alcohol remains a 
far more deadly threat.
The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration survey, conducted in 
2013 and 2014, found that the number of 
drivers with marijuana in their systems 
grew by nearly 50 percent since 2007, 
rising from 8.6 percent in 2007 to 12.6 
percent in 2014.
Overall, 22 percent of drivers tested pos-
itive for some kind of drug that could af-
fect safety. That includes illegal drugs as 
well as prescription and over-the-counter 
medications.
While drug-impaired driving was on 
the rise, NHTSA said the the number of 
drivers on the road with alcohol in their 
systems has declined by nearly one-third 
since 2007. Tougher laws, drunk driving 
crackdowns and public education cam-
paigns have helped reduce the number of 
cases by more than three-quarters since 
the agency began conducting roadside 

surveys in 1973.
The anonymous surveys gather data in 
dozens of locations across the country 
from drivers who agree to participate.

“The rising prevalence of marijuana and 
other drugs is a challenge to everyone 
who is dedicated to saving lives and re-
ducing crashes,” NHTSA head Mark Ro-
sekind warned.
The report cited “evidence that marijua-
na use impairs psychomotor skills, divid-
ed attention, lane tracking, and cognitive 
functions” -- all essential skills for safe 
driving.
But a separate survey, the largest of its 
kind, offered another take on the issue 
-- highlighting the fact that driving un-
der the influence of marijuana may not 
be nearly as hazardous as the impairment 
caused by alcohol.
The study assessing the comparative risk 
of drunk and drugged driving was con-

ducted in Virginia Beach, Virginia, over 
a 20-month period; it involved the collec-
tion of data from more than 3,000 drivers 
involved in a crash, and more than 6,000 
crash-free drivers for comparison.
That survey found that while marijua-
na users are more likely to be involved 
in accidents, the increased risk may be 
largely due to the fact that marijuana us-
ers are more likely to be part of demo-
graphic groups at higher risk of crashes 
generally. In particular, marijuana users 
are more likely to be young men -- a 
group already at high risk.
“Drivers should never get behind the 
wheel impaired, and we know that mar-
ijuana impairs judgment, reaction times 
and awareness,” said Jeff Michael, the 
agency’s associate administrator for re-
search and program development.
One complication to assessing crash risk 
by drivers who have used marijuana is 
that it can be detected in the human body 
for hours and sometimes days after the 
high from smoking has dissipated. Other 
studies have shown that a marijuana high 
typically peaks within 30 minutes and is 
gone within about three hours after in-
gestion.
But unlike with alcohol, drivers high on 
pot tend to be aware that they are im-
paired and try to compensate by driving 
slowly, avoiding risky actions such as 
passing other cars, and allowing extra 
room between vehicles. On the other 
hand, combining marijuana with alcohol 
appears to eliminate the pot smoker’s ex-
aggerated caution and to increase driving 
impairment beyond the effects of either 
substance alone.
In the NHTSA survey, about 8 percent of 
drivers during weekend nighttime hours 
were found to have some alcohol in their 
system, and 1.5 percent were found with 
.08 percent or higher breath alcohol con-
tent - the legal limit in every state. Driv-
ers with any alcohol in their systems and 
drivers testing greater than .08 were both 
down by about 30 percent from the pre-
vious survey in 2007. Both groups are 
also down by more than three-quarters 
since the first survey in 1973. (Courtesy 
www.cbsnews.com)

Related
How Long Should You Wait to Drive 
After Using Recreational Marijuana?

It’s recommended that you should let at 
least four hours pass between the time 
you smoke marijuana and the time you 
drive a car. The window for taking mari-
juana orally is six hours. However, these 
guidelines come with a few caveats.

The Trouble With Guidelines
However, it’s difficult to set hard pa-
rameters for safe time passed between 
smoking marijuana and getting behind 
the wheel because the effects of marijua-
na vary widely according to potency and 
tolerance. They are, in short, dose-de-
pendent. So while it is helpful to suggest 
a window of hours between smoking and 
driving, it’s even more useful to get into 
the details.

Don’t Be High
No one should drive while high. If 
you’re “a little high,” as measured by 
how strong your buzz is, you shouldn’t 
get behind the wheel. Many of us think 
we can drive with a slight high. The first 
parameter for safe time passed between 
smoking marijuana and driving is that 
you shouldn’t be high at all.

Don’t Be Overconfident
Smokers who drive can underestimate 
the time they need by forgetting these 
factors:
There is a period during which you might 
not be feeling the “high” — you’re no 
longer recreating with marijuana — but 
your senses and reflexes aren’t yet what 
you’d like them to be for getting behind 
the wheel.
There are levels of being “straight” after 
smoking that are appropriate to normal 
driving conditions but not for emergen-
cies. Skidding on black ice or having to 
swerve away from a pedestrian stepping 

into the street from between two parked 
cars, for example. It’s usually recom-
mended that eight hours should pass be-
tween the feeling of euphoria has passed 
and the moment you drive.

Notice that there’s a certain inconsis-
tency between that recommendation 
and the one listed further above (that 
you shouldn’t drive for four hours after 
smoking).
When recommendations clash, it’s better 
to go with the more conservative option 
and decide that you shouldn’t drive for 
eight hours after smoking marijuana.
 A smoker might handle his or her vehi-
cle faultlessly but still be in legal trouble 
if something goes wrong completely be-
yond your control.

Marijuana, Driving, and the Law
Don’t make the mistake of thinking that 
because marijuana might now be legal in 
your state it’s legal to drive while high. 
Even if there hasn’t been an accident, if 
you’re pulled over while driving high 
you’ll be cited for Driving Under the 
Influence, just as though you had had a 
martini.
Laws vary from state to state. Some have 
a zero-tolerance policy, together with 
broad interpretive powers granted to the 
police officer who has pulled you over. 
Don’t be surprised if the mere presence 
of weed paraphernalia in your vehicle 
is enough for a judge to decide in favor 
of the officer even though you hadn’t 
smoked in several days.

Conclusion
Marijuana is criticized for leading to 
a sedentary lifestyle. When it comes to 
driving, let this criticism become sound 
advice. The safest place to be high is still 
on your couch. (Courtesy https://euflora-
colorado.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Is It As Risky As Drinking And Driving?

Cannabis Smokers Behind  
The Wheel Are On The Rise
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BUSINESS

Infectious disease experts agree with a dire 
scenario painted in the UN report posted 
earlier this week saying that, if nothing 
changes, antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
could be “catastrophic” in its economic and 
death toll.
Threat level, per the report: By 2030, 
up to 24 million people could be forced 
into extreme poverty and annual economic 
damage could resemble that from the 2008–
2009 global financial crisis, if pathogens 
continue becoming resistant to medications. 
By 2050, AMR could kill 10 million people 
per year, in its worst-case scenario.
“There is no time to wait. Unless the world 
acts urgently, antimicrobial resistance will 
have disastrous impact within a genera-
tion.”
— per the report
What they’re saying: Experts tell 
Axios action must be taken or the scenario 
will come true.
“Unfortunately, I think if we don’t do any-
thing differently, the estimates are abso-
lutely realistic. ... Like global warming, the 
longer we delay action, the worse it’s going 
to get.”
— Amy Mathers, director, The Sink Lab at 
the University of Virginia
“If global action fails to stem the tide of 
AMR, a century of medical advancement 
will be lost, damage to the environment will 
be irreparable, more people will fall into ex-
treme poverty, [and] global health security 
will be imperiled.”
— Tarik Jasarevic, spokesperson, World 
Health Organization

“We are currently losing the arms race 
against bacteria! ... Soon routine surgeries 
and treatments for diseases like cancer ... 
may become life-threatening and too risky 
to be implemented because of the probabil-
ity of bacterial infections.”
— Stéphane Mesnage, lecturer, The Univer-
sity of Sheffield

By the numbers: Currently, at 
least 700,000 people die each year due to 
drug-resistant diseases, including 230,000 
people from multidrug-resistant tuberculo-
sis, per the UN. Common diseases — like 
respiratory infections, STDs and urinary 
tract infections — are increasingly untreat-
able as the pathogens develop resistance to 
current medications.
•The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says AMR causes more than 
23,000 deathsand 2 million illnesses in the 
U.S. annually.
•“In India, the CDC estimates that more 
than 58,000 babies under the age of 1 die 
every year of a drug-resistant pathogen,” 
Mathers points out.
What needs to be done: Jasarevic 
says the economic and health systems of 
all nations must be considered, and targets 
made to increase investment in new medi-
cines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and other 
interventions.

1. The mindset around current antibiot-
ics usage must be altered.
•“We need to think about antibiotics as a 
shared and finite resource,” Mathers says. 
Usage to promote animal growth “must be 
eliminated” and doctors need to stop pre-
scribing medicines “just in case” their pa-
tient needs it.
•Pamela Yeh, assistant professor at UCLA, 
agrees. “An enormous amount of antibiot-
ics — around [roughly] 80% — used in this 
country [are] used in industrial agriculture. 
Not to make sick animals healthy, but to 
make healthier animals grow a little faster. 
... There needs to be political will to stop us-
ing our few and precious antibiotics in these 
situations”. 
2. Incentives for companies to develop 
new antibiotics need to be fostered.
•“We need to think of antibiotics (develop-
ing and protecting them) as a public good 
— much like we invest in things like na-
tional parks, public libraries, roads, bridges, 
traffic lights,” Yeh says.
•Mathers says the traditional drug manufac-
turing process doesn’t work for public com-
panies because investors prefer drugs that 
need to be taken regularly rather than ones 
with sporadic usage. She points to the case 
of Achaogen, a California biotech company 
that generated buzz when it won one of the 
few antibiotic approvals in recent years with 
Zemdri, but was recently forced to file for 
bankruptcy.

But: Some progress has been made.
•Some new antibiotics are proving to be 
life-saving, Mathers says, pointing to a new 
type of combination antibiotics that is “sav-
ing lives.”
•Research continues, such as this study 
published today in the journal PLOS Patho-
gens that says they’ve figured out how the 
superbug Enterococcus faecalis is able to 
cause disease — it modifies a polysaccha-
ride on its cell surface — although they’re 

still trying to figure out why the immune 
system doesn’t recognize it. But, the discov-
ery of this change “will allow the design of 
novel drugs targeting this process critical for 
the infection,” study author Mesnage says.
•Antibiotic use in animal husbandry is 
slowly being tackled, although Mathers 
says “the reworking, cost and investment 
that will need to take place to overhaul 
the food chain is really enormous.” Still, 
the FDA issued a 5-year plan to promote 
the proper use of antibiotics, and a group 
of companies and trade groups represent-
ing the entire food chain process recently 
agreed on a shared stewardship framework.
The bottom line: Action must be tak-
en to avoid a catastrophic future. (Courtesy 
axios.com)

Related
Growing antibiotic resistance is 
dire concern, health experts say

Better screening and increased drug re-
search into new antibiotics and antiviral 
medications are greatly needed to head off 
what some health experts say could be a 
future in which there will be no effective 
medications to fight common infections like 
gonorrhea, syphilis, E. coli and staph.
Why it matters: Antimicrobial resis-
tance is currently projected to be the number 
one killer by 2050 — “outpacing even can-
cer” — according to Amy Mathers, assis-
tant professor at the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine.
The specter of increasingly 
drug-resistant diseases made news this 
week when CDC officials announced 
America reached a record high of new cases 
of sexually transmitted diseases. They also 
warned of increasing signs that one of the 
most common STDs, gonorrhea, is becom-
ing more resistant to front-line antibiotics.
The threat: This disease has proven to 
be a “smart bug,” developing resistance to 
multiple antibodies in the past, Elizabeth 

Torrone, who leads surveillance and special 
studies for CDC’s Division of STD Preven-
tion, tells Axios.
•If left untreated, gonorrhea can cause infer-
tility, miscarriages, chronic pain and blind-
ness in newborns.
•Currently, there’s one last antibiotic (cef-
triaxone) that remains effective against the 
disease.
•It’s often prescribed as a dual therapy, with 
a single shot of ceftriaxone plus an oral dose 
of a second antibiotic (azithromycin), in an 
attempt to preserve the ceftriaxone’s effec-
tiveness, Torrone says.
•CDC officials warned they recently found 
an uptick in the portion of lab samples 
showing resistance to azithromycin — from 
1% in 2013 to 4% in 2017.

Despite being a small percent-
age, this is a concern because genes from 
the resistant strains could crossover with 
gonorrhea genes and reduce its susceptibili-
ty to ceftriaxone, Torrone says.
•In addition, 3 severely resistant cases found 
outside the U.S. this year are causing alarm.
•The WHO, which has a separate program 
to monitor this problem, continues to report 
growing resistance to multiple antibiotics in 
many countries.
What’s needed is both better diagnos-
tic testing and the development of new an-
tibiotics, Mathers says. She says next-gen-
eration sequencing is where testing should 
head, so that physicians know which specif-
ic antibiotic is best to prescribe, instead of 
having the patient take multiple ones. Plus, 
she adds, this can help track antibiotic resis-
tance more carefully.
This is a complicated problem,” Mathers 
says. More antibiotic resistance research is 
needed not only in people, but also the role 
resistance plays in other areas like animal 
husbandry and wastewater. (Courtesy axios.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Drug Resistance Could Kill 10M 
People Per Year By 2050, Experts Say

 (Illustration/S. Grillo/Axios)
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