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U.S. unveils procedure to shield telecom 
networks from national security threats
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States on 
Tuesday set out a procedure to protect its telecommuni-
cations networks and their supply chains from national 
security threats, saying it would consider whether to bar 
transactions on a case-by-case basis.
U.S. President Donald Trump issued an executive order 
in May declaring a national emergency and barring U.S. 
companies from using telecommunications equipment 
made by firms posing national security risks. The order 
was widely seen as being aimed at Chinese firms such 
as telecoms equipment market leader Huawei Technolo-
gies [HWT.UL] and ZTE Corp.
The Trump administration added Huawei to its trade 
blacklist in May, citing national security concerns, but 
has issued licenses to allow some U.S. companies to 
continue to do business with the world’s second-larg-
est smartphone maker, a leader in next-generation 5G 
network technology.
The Commerce Department said Tuesday that Secre-
tary Wilbur Ross had chosen to adopt a “case-by-case, 
fact-specific approach to determine which transactions 
must be prohibited, or which can be mitigated.”
The outlined approach, in a proposed rule, does not 
mention either Huawei or ZTE.
“These actions will safeguard the Information and 
Communications Technology Supply Chain,” said 
Ross said in a statement. “These rules demonstrate our 
commitment to securing the digital economy, while also 
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delivering on President Trump’s commitment to our digital 
infrastructure.
Trump’s May order invoked the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, which gives the president authority 
to regulate commerce in response to a threat to the United 
States.
It directed the Commerce Department, working with other 
government agencies, to draw up an enforcement plan by 
October.
Trump’s order said Ross, in consultation with other U.S. 
agencies, can bar transactions from firms connected to “a for-
eign adversary” that pose a national security risk, including 
those that “pose an undue risk of sabotage or subversion.”
The Commerce Department said the procedure unveiled 
Tuesday is open to public comment before it becomes final, 
but that the determination of “foreign adversaries” is solely at 
Ross’s discretion. It also gives Ross the power to immediately 
prohibit or revise transactions that pose national security risks
On Friday, the U.S. Federal Communications Commission 
voted unanimously to designate Huawei and ZTE as national 
security risks, barring their U.S. rural carrier customers from 
tapping an $8.5 billion government fund to purchase Huawei 
or ZTE equipment.
Huawei argued the FCC’s decision was based on “nothing 
more than irrational speculation and innuendo.” China said on 
Monday the United States should stop abusing the concept of 
national security and abusing Chinese companies.

U.S.-China trade deal 
close, Trump says; negoti-
ations continue

WASHINGTON/BEIJING (Reuters) - The United States and China 
are close to agreement on the first phase of a trade deal, U.S. 
President Donald Trump said on Tuesday, after top negotia-
tors from the two countries spoke by telephone and agreed 
to keep working on remaining issues.
Trump said Washington was in the “final throes” of work on 
a deal that would defuse a 16-month trade war with Beijing, but also 
underscored Washington’s support for protesters in Hong Kong, a 
potential huge sore point with China.
China said it had summoned U.S. Ambassador Terry Branstad on 
Monday to protest the passage in the U.S. Congress of the Hong 
Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act, saying the bill amounted 
to interference in a Chinese internal matter.
Trump says near deal with China, but U.S. also has eye on Hong 
Kong
“We’re in the final throes of a very important deal, I guess you could 
say one of the most important deals in trade ever. It’s going very 
well but at the same time we want to see it go well in Hong Kong,” 
Trump told reporters at the White House.
He said had a very good relationship with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, and expected him to ensure a positive outcome in the Chi-
nese-ruled city of Hong Kong, where pro-democracy parties won 
almost 90% of 452 district council seats in Sunday’s elections.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President 
Donald Trump said on Tuesday the United 
States was in the “final throes” in its attempt 
to reach a trade deal with China, but that at 
the same time Washington stands with pro-
testers in Hong Kong, where it wants to see 
democracy.
U.S. President Donald Trump speaks while 
signing an Executive Order “Establishing the 
Task Force on Missing and Murdered Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives” in the Oval 
Office of the White House in Washington, 
U.S., November 26, 2019. REUTERS/Jonathan 
Ernst
At an Oval Office event to sign an executive 
order to address violence against Native 
American women, Trump was asked by a 
reporter if he had a message for the people of 
Hong Kong after their recent local election, 
in which pro-democracy parties scored a 
resounding victory.
“We’re with them,” Trump said. “I have a very 
good relationship, as you know, with Pres-
ident Xi. We’re in the final throes of a very 
important deal, I guess you could say one of the most 
important deals in trade ever. It’s going very well but 
at the same time we want to see it go well in Hong 
Kong.
“And I think it will. I think that President Xi can 
make that happen. I know him and I know he’d like to 
make it happen.”
Trump was not specifically asked about congressional 
legislation to back protesters in Hong Kong that is 
sitting on his desk after being passed by the Senate 
and the House of Representatives last week.
The legislation has greatly angered Beijing and Trump 
has been vague about whether he would sign or veto 
it as he tries to strike a deal with China to end a dam-
aging 16-month trade war.
On Friday, Trump boasted that he alone had pre-
vented Beijing from crushing the demonstrations 
with a million soldiers, while adding that he had told 
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Chinese President Xi Jinping that doing 
so would have “a tremendous negative 
impact” on trade talks.
Trump prompted questions about his 
commitment to protecting freedoms in 
Hong Kong when he referred in August to 
its mass street protests as “riots” that were a 
matter for China to deal with.
Trump again referred to “riots” on Friday, 
but he has also called on China to handle 
the issue humanely, while warning repeat-
edly of the impact on trade talks.
The new legislation, approved unanimous-
ly by the Senate and by all but one House 
lawmaker, requires the State Department 
to certify, at least annually, that Hong Kong 
retains enough autonomy to justify favor-

able U.S. trading terms that have helped it 
maintain its position as a world financial 
center. It also threatens sanctions for hu-
man rights violations.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was asked 
at a news conference whether he expected 
Trump to approve the legislation and said 
he did not want to “get out in front of what 
he will do before too long,” but the depart-
ment would comply with whatever it was 
required to do by statute.
“The United States continues to support 
democratic values, fundamental freedoms 
in Hong Kong as guaranteed by the one 
country, two systems framework and aspi-
rations of the Hong Kong people,” Pompeo 
said.

Any veto by the president can be over-
ridden by two-thirds votes in both the 
Senate and the House. The legislation will 
automatically become law on Dec. 3 if 
Trump opts to do nothing.

At his briefing, Pompeo took aim at Chi-
na’s human rights record in its western 
region of Xinjiang, saying that recently 
leaked documents confirmed it was com-
mitting “very significant” abuses against 
Uighur Muslims and other minority 
groups in mass detention there.



A boy lies on a poster during a protest supporting Netanyahu after he was 
charged in corruption cases, in Tel Aviv

Protesters gather outside the Maltese Parliament to call for the resignation of Prime Minister 
Joseph Muscat, following the resignation of government ministers in a widening scandal 
around an investigation into the murder of journalist Daphne Caruana Galiz

U.S. President Trump hosts pardoning of the 72nd National Thanksgiving Turkeys at the White 
House in Washington
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Demonstrators holding a banner and a Mapuche flag take part in a protest against Chile’s government in 
Valparaiso, Chile November 26, 2019. REUTERS/Rodrigo Garrido?

Soccer Football - Champions League - Group C - Manchester City v Shakhtar Donetsk 
- Etihad Stadium, Manchester, Britain - November 26, 2019 Fans hold up a sign before 
the match Action Images via Reuters/Jason Cairnduff

A Rivian R1S All-Electric SUV is displayed at the 2019 New York International Auto 
Show in New York

U.S. President Donald Trump pardons one of the 72nd National Thanksgiving Turkeys as Wel-
lie Jackson, who raised the turkey, holds it as first lady Melania Trump looks on during turkey 
pardoning ceremonies in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, U.S., November 
26, 2019. REUTERS/Loren Elliott

U.S. President Trump hosts pardoning of the 72nd National Thanksgiving Turkeys at the White House in Wash-
ington
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Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival 
celebrated primarily in the United States 
and Canada. Thanksgiving was a holiday 
to express thankfulness, gratitude, and 
appreciation to God, family and friends 
for which all have been blessed of mate-
rial possessions and relationships. Tradi-
tionally, it has been a time to give thanks 
for a bountiful harvest. This holiday has 
since moved away from its religious 
roots. 
In the United States, Thanksgiving Day 
falls on the fourth Thursday of Novem-
ber. In Canada it is celebrated on the sec-
ond Monday in October.
The precise historical origin of the hol-
iday is disputed. Although Americans 
commonly believe that the first Thanks-
giving happened in 1621, at Plymouth 
Plantation, in Massachusetts, there is 
strong evidence for earlier celebrations 
in Canada (1578) and by Spanish ex-
plorers in Florida (1565).While not the 
first thanksgiving of any sort on the con-
tinent, the traditional origin of modern 
Thanksgiving in the United States is 
generally regarded to be the celebration 
that occurred at the site of Plymouth 
Plantation, in Massachusetts in 1621. 
This celebration occurred early in the 
history of what would become one of 
the original Thirteen Colonies that later 
were to become the United States. This 
Thanksgiving was modeled after harvest 
festivals that were commonplace in Eu-

rope at the time. 
 

Artist’s Painting Of 
First Thanksgiving

According to historian Jeremy Bangs, 
director of the Leiden American Pilgrim 
Museum, the Pilgrims may have been in-
fluenced by watching the annual services 
of thanksgiving for the relief of the siege 
of Leiden in 1574, while they were stay-
ing in Leiden. 
Thanksgiving in the United States was 
observed on various different dates 
throughout history. By the mid 20th 
century, the final Thursday in Novem-
ber had become the customary day of 
Thanksgiving in most U.S. states. It was  
not until December 26, 1941, however, 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt, af-
ter pushing two years earlier to move the 
date earlier to give the country    an eco-
nomic boost, signed a bill into law, with 
congress, making Thanksgiving a na-

tional holiday and settling it to the fourth 
(but not final) Thursday in November. 

U.S.President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Thanksgiving in Canada did not have 
a fixed date until the late 19th centu-
ry,  at which time it was typically held 
on November 6. After the end of World 
War I, Thanksgiving Day and Remem-
brance Day ceremonies were usually 
held during the same week. To avoid the 
two holidays from clashing with one an-
other, in 1957 the Canadian Parliament 
proclaimed Thanksgiving to be observed 
on its present date.
Thanksgiving Day football games in the 
United States are nearly as old as the 
game itself. The first Thanksgiving Day 
football game took place in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania on Thanksgiving Day of 
1869, less than two weeks after Rutgers 
defeated Princeton in Rutgers, New Jer-
sey, in what is widely considered to have 
been the first American Football game.
High school football games played on 
Thanksgiving are often called a Tur-
key Day Game or a Turkey Bowl (not 
to be confused with Turkey bowling), 
as Americans typically eat turkeys on 
Thanksgiving, although the title varies 
with each game. Most commonly these 
games are between high school football 
rivalries although in many cases, when 
poor weather requires a shorter season, 
the game can be the culmination of 
league play among a high-school league, 
in which the winners of this game will be 
the league champions for the year.

Related
President Will Spend the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday at his Mar-a-Lago club in 

Palm Beach, FL
President Trump is reportedly planning 
to celebrate Thanksgiving once again at 
his members-only Mar-a-Lago Club in 
Florida, feasting on (if previous menus 
repeat) a 24-dish extravaganza of turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, marshmal-
low sweet potatoes, red snapper, leg of 
lamb, grilled diver scallops, stone crab, 
ahi tuna martinis, Maine lobster bisque, 
short ribs, beef tenderloin and seven des-
serts.
On last year’s menu: Turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, sweet po-
tatoes with marshmallows, a variety of 
baked goods, local produce and cheeses, 
red snapper and Florida stone crab.
It will likely all be topped off by what the 
president calls “the most beautiful piece 
of chocolate cake” — available exclu-
sively to members ($200,000 initiation 
fee) and guests.

President Donald Trump passes out 
sandwiches to Coast Guard mem-
bers beside first lady Melania Trump 
during a visit to Coast Guard Station 
Lake Worth Inlet in Riviera Beach, 

Fla., on Thanksgiving.
Trump Refuses to Pardon White 
House Turkey After Accusing It of 

Working for Soros
WASHINGTON —In a startling break 
with Thanksgiving tradition, Donald 
J. Trump refused to pardon the White 
House turkey after claiming that it was 
working as a secret operative of the bil-
lionaire George Soros.
A group of fourth graders from Bethes-
da, Maryland, who had gathered on the 
White House lawn for the annual tur-

key-pardoning ceremony appeared un-
prepared for the anti-Soros outburst that 
Trump unleashed on the Thanksgiving 
bird.
 “That turkey was sent by Soros to spy on 
me,” Trump said, angrily turning on the 
fowl. “A lot of people are saying this.”
While the oblivious turkey pecked des-
ultorily at the ground, an increasingly 
enraged Trump spewed a stream of con-
spiracy theories linking the feathered 
animal to global élites, election fraud in 
Florida, and Jim Acosta.

This picture taken Nov. 19, 2015, in 
Modesto, Calif., shows a turkey select-
ed for a pardon from the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner table by President Obama. 
A class of fifth grade students from 
nearby Eisenhut Elementary School 
cheered for their favorite as Fos-
ter Farms staffers picked the prized 
bird. The lucky turkey was selected 
on Thursday for a trip to the White 
House, where President Obama will 

pardon it in an annual tradition.
Trump attempted to lead the fourth-
grade class in a chant of “Lock It Up,” 
apparently directed at the Thanksgiving 
delicacy, but the students slowly backed 
away from him in silence.
Tracy Klugian, one of the children who 
witnessed Trump’s meltdown, said that 
he found it “sad.”
“I get that he’s upset about Mueller and 
the midterms, but he shouldn’t take it out 
on a turkey,” he said. (Courtesy https://
www.newyorker.com/humor)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A History Of Thanksgiving
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In lieu of state support to ensure accu-
rate census numbers, advocates and local 
government officials from across Texas 
announced Wednesday morning their 
own plans to reach all parts of the vast 
and notoriously hard-to-count state.
A coalition of dozens of nonprofit groups, 
philanthropy organizations and local 
governments launched Texas Counts, 
a centralized hub for the 2020 census 
that — together with similar efforts — 
already has more than $3 million to help 
local communities with outreach. Next 
year’s decennial census begins April 1 
and must be submitted to the president 
by Dec. 31.

Ann Beeson, the CEO of the Center for 
Public Policy Priorities, one of the or-
ganizations heading up Texas Counts, 
said 25% of Texans are considered hard 
to count because they live in Span-
ish-speaking or immigrant communities, 
reside in sparse rural areas or are experi-
encing homelessness.
“While we have wonderful get-out-the-
count efforts underway in major metro-
politan areas and other areas of the state, 
way too many communities across our 
state lack the resources and support that 
they need to ensure a complete count,” 
Beeson said. As a result, CPPP and others 
formed the two-pronged Texas Counts. 
One focus is on engagement with local 
groups across the state like health clin-
ics, businesses and faith-based organi-
zations. The other is on issuing grants 
to communities from a statewide fund 
for things like outreach to hard-to-reach 
communities and workers to support un-

derstaffed complete count committees.
Federal, state and local governments use 
census data for things like redistricting 
and appropriating funds, as well as the 
number of seats Texas will be allotted 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Estimates suggest Texas could gain up 
to three U.S. House seats after the 2020 
census. But many officials and advocates 
have expressed fear that the lack of state 
support and other factors could result 
in an undercount, potentially reducing 
the number of seats Texas could gain 
and creating a loss of up to $3 billion 
in annual federal funding that otherwise 
would’ve been directed to the state.

“You don’t have to be a part of any party 
to care about an accurate count of Tex-
ans,” Bastrop County Judge Paul Pape 
said. “It’s important because we’re all 
Americans, and we’re all Texans, and we 
want what’s rightfully ours, and we can’t 
get it if we don’t know how many of us 
there are and where we live.”
The Legislature failed to pass several 
bills that would have provided funding 
to support the census. Instead, lawmak-
ers left it up to cities, counties and the 
federal government to handle the census, 
unlike other large states, like California, 
which is spending $154 million on en-
suring an accurate count.
And this isn’t the first time the state has 
declined to provide significant support or 
funding to the census. It did the same in 
2010.
Fears of an undercount in Texas wors-
ened with the battle in the federal courts 
over whether a citizenship question — 
which some advocates said might dis-
courage noncitizens from participating 
in the census — would be added. The 
U.S. Supreme Court ultimately blocked 

the question a few months ago, but ad-
vocates say the damage has already been 
done as some communities fear filling 
out the census could lead to them being 
targeted and deported.

Because of this, Elizabeth Bille, a rep-
resentative for Latino civic engagement 
group NALEO Educational Fund, said 
the organization is working on educat-
ing those groups about the census and 
federal protections that ensure their re-
sponses cannot be used against them. 
Demographic estimates put Texas’ Lati-
no population at around 11 million, with 
75,000 of those children under 5, one of 
the groups most commonly missed by 
the census.
“We want our community to be prepared 
to know that it’s safe, that it’s easy and 
that we’re here as a resource,” Bille said. 
(Courtesy texastribune.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The State Will Not Provide Support
2020 Census In Texas Gets Major Support 

From Local Officials And Nonprofits

Center for Public Policy Priorities CEO Ann Beeson and Educate Texas Execu-
tive Director John Fitzpatrick helped to launch Texas Counts, a coalition to en-
courage census participation, Wednesday in Austin. (Photo/The Texas Tribune)

Overview
Several nonprofits, local governments and philanthropy organiza-
tions have formed Texas Counts, a coalition aimed at ensuring an 
accurate census count in 2020, which could affect representation in 

Congress and billions in federal funding.
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