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U.S. House intelligence chairman says 
Trump impeachment report early next month
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The chairman of the U.S. con-
gressional committee that is leading the inquiry into President 
Donald Trump’s dealings with Ukraine said on Monday the 
impeachment process would move to the next step shortly 
after lawmakers return to Washington next week from a 
break.
Representative Adam Schiff, a Democrat from California 
and chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, makes a 
closing statement during an impeachment inquiry hearing in 
Washington, D.C., U.S., on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019. Andrew 
Harrer/Pool via REUTERS
House of Representatives Intelligence Committee head Adam 
Schiff said the panels involved in the impeachment probe 
would
send a report to the House of Representatives Judiciary Com-
mittee after lawmakers come back from the U.S. Thanksgiv-
ing holiday.
Producing the report is a prerequisite for a possible vote in 
the Democratic-led House on articles of impeachment - for-
mal charges - against the Republican president.
In a letter to members of Congress, Schiff said “this is an 
urgent matter that cannot wait if we are to protect the nation’s 
security and the integrity of our elections.”
Schiff said the probe is continuing and investigators might 
still hold further depositions or hearings. He said evidence 
gathered so far was strong, despite the Trump administration 
having refused to hand over any documents requested under 
subpoena.
“The testimony and documents we have succeeded in acquir-
ing reveal a fact patter that is overwhelming, unchallenged, 
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and damning,” Schiff said in the letter.
If the articles of impeachment are approved, the Senate, 
controlled by Republicans, would then hold a trial on 
whether to convict Trump and remove him from office.
Republicans have shown little inclination toward remov-
ing Trump, who is seeking re-election in 2020. Trump 
denies wrongdoing and he - and many of his fellow Re-
publicans in Congress - have dismissed the inquiry as a 
sham, hoax or effort by Democrats to overturn the result 

of the 2016 U.S. presidential election.
The inquiry centers on a July 25 phone call in which 
Trump asked Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
to investigate political rival Joe Biden and his son Hunter 
Biden as well as a discredited conspiracy theory promoted 
by Trump that Ukraine, not Russia, interfered in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. Hunter Biden had worked for a 
Ukrainian energy company.

Texas settles with T-Mobile, Sprint over 
merger: statement

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Texas’ attor-
ney general has settled with T-Mobile Inc 
and Sprint Corp and will drop his oppo-
sition to the $26.5 billion merger, leaving 
just Democratic attorneys general fighting 
the proposed combination.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton had 
been the only Republican among the state 
attorneys general who had filed a lawsuit 
to stop the merger of the No. 3 and No. 4 
wireless carriers.
Texas, 14 states and the District of Colum-
bia argue that the deal will lead to higher 
prices for consumers. A trial is set to begin 
on Dec. 9 in Manhattan federal court.

In a statement issued on Monday, 
Paxton’s office said the agreement 
precludes the companies from raising 
prices for Texans for five years and 
commits the merged company to 5G 
network throughout Texas, including 
rural areas, during the next six years.
T-Mobile CEO John Legere called 
the announcement “incredible news,” 
tweeting: “Texas knows that the 
#NewTMobile will create jobs and 
deliver 5G to rural areas of the state and 
beyond!”
New York Attorney General Letitia 
James, who co-leads the lawsuit with 

California, said the deal that Texas struck 
does not resolve antitrust concern about the 
proposed deal.
“The megamerger of T-Mobile and Sprint 
will reduce competition in the mobile mar-
ketplace,” she said in a statement. “There 
is no doubt that this merger remains bad 
for consumers, bad for workers, and bad 
for innovation, which is why we remain 
committed to litigating this matter.”
The U.S. Justice Department and the Fed-
eral Communications Commission signed 
off on the merger after the companies 
agreed to divest Sprint’s prepaid business-
es, including Boost Mobile, to satellite 
television company Dish Network Corp, 
and provide it with access to 20,000 cell 
sites and hundreds of retail locations. That 
deal is worth about $5 billion.
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(Reuters) - Tesla Inc shares rose 4% on Mon-
day after Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk 
tweeted over the weekend that the company had 
already received 200,000 orders for its futuristic 
Cybertruck pickup.
The truck, made of stainless steel used in rock-
ets and priced at $39,900 and above, failed to 
impress Wall Street last week after its “armored 
glass” windows shattered in a launch demon-
stration and analysts argued the design would 
not have mass appeal.
Tesla opened preorders immediately, however, 
and allowed potential buyers to book the truck 
by depositing a fully refundable $100, compared 
to the $1,000 Tesla charged for booking Model 
3 sedans in 2016, drawing the flood of reserva-
tions and sending the company’s shares back up 
on Monday.
Tesla received here 325,000 orders for the 
Model 3 in the first week of bookings three 
years ago, and the initial number for the trucks 
suggested preorders could rival that.

Not all orders translate into sales as many are 
likely eventually to be canceled and money re-
funded to depositors. Tesla plans to start manu-
facturing the Cybertruck around late-2021.

Even with Model 3’s bigger deposit there was 
high churn, Roth Capital analyst Craig Irwin said. 
“$100 deposit for the truck? That’s fluffy. Just a fluffy 
order number.”

The U.S. pickup truck market is one of the world’s 
most profitable vehicle segments and is dominated by 
Ford , General Motors and Fiat Chrysler.

Technology reviewer Marques Brownlee called the 
Cybertruck a “tech-world disruptor” and said for 
Tesla to enter the pick-up truck market, it had to 

Tesla shares rise as Musk says Cy-
bertruck orders hit 200,000
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stand out.

From touting the features of Cybertruck 
to taking a dig at Ford’s F-150 pickup 
truck, Musk has been tweeting furiously 
to boost sales since Thursday’s launch.
“Better truck than an F-150, faster than 
a Porsche 911,” he tweeted here over the 
weekend, posting a video of the Cy-
bertruck dragging the F-150 uphill.

Musk has long been using his 30 million Twitter 
following as a platform to sell Tesla’s vehicles but 
landed in trouble last year when he tweeted he 
would take Tesla private before withdrawing the 
statement.
As a result, he agreed here with U.S. regulators to 
submit his public statements about the company 
to vetting by legal counsel. Tesla did not respond 
to Reuters inquiries as to whether all of the 
tweets had been vetted.



Women hold signs during a demonstration to protest femicides and violence 
against women, in Nantes, France November 25, 2019. REUTERS/Stephane 
Mahe

Photographs are seen during the exhibition of the Richard Linklater’s career retrospective at 
the Pompidou Center in Paris

President Trump poses with military dog Conan that participated in Syria al-Baghdadi raid at 
White house in Washington
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A demonstrator is detained while receiving a kicks in his face from a riot policeman during a protest 
against Chile’s government in Santiago

Soccer Football - Premier League - Aston Villa v Newcastle United - Villa Park, 
Birmingham, Britain - November 25, 2019 Aston Villa’s Conor Hourihane celebrates 
scoring their first goal Action Images via Reuters/Carl Recine 

A man holds a hen as people wade in flood waters after heavy rains that caused land-
slides, in the village of Sebit, West Pokot County

FILE PHOTO: Democratic 2020 U.S. presidential candidate Warren speaks in Manchester

Democratic U.S. presidential candidate Michael Bloomberg addresses a news conference after launching his pres-
idential bid in Norfolk, Virginia
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NASA is looking into claims that an 
astronaut accessed her estranged wife’s 
bank account from space during a six-
month stint on the International Space 
Station. 
Decorated astronaut and US Army lieu-
tenant colonel Anne McClain has been 
accused of improperly gaining access to 
Summer Worden’s online bank account 
using NASA computers, the New York 
Times reported. 
McClain allegedly accessed the bank ac-
count as part of a ‘highly calculated and 
manipulated campaign’ to obtain custo-
dy of Worden’s son, who she had given 
birth to about a year before the couple 
got married.  
Worden, a former Air Force intelligence 
officer, brought a complaint against Mc-
Clain with the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, claiming that McClain had commit-
ted identity theft, even though none of 
Worden’s funds had been tampered with. 

She told the Times that she discovered 
McClain’s actions after becoming cu-
rious about how McClain knew details 
about the way she’d been spending her 
money, even though they were separated 
and McClain was orbiting the earth.  

Astronaut Anne McClain has been ac-
cused of improperly accessing her es-
trange spouse’s financial information 
while on the International Space Sta-

tion earlier this year
Worden’s parents went a step further, 
filing a complaint against McClain with 
NASA’s Office of Inspector General, al-

leging identity theft and improper access 
to Worden’s private financial records. 
Last week, McClain, who is back on 
terra firma, sat down for an under-oath 
interview with the inspector general, 
during which she was said to have admit-
ted that she did access Worden’s banking 
information. 
However, McClain apparently claimed 
that she was just doing something she 
had always done while she and Worden 
were still a couple - checking in on 
Worden’s finances to make sure that 
there was enough money to support 
Worden’s child, who they had been rais-
ing together. 
McClain claimed that she was using the 
same password that she had always used 
during their relationship and that she had 
not been told to stop accessing Worden’s 
bank account. 

McClain’s (left) estranged spouse, 
Summer Worden (right), filed an iden-
tity theft complaint with the FTC over 
the incident, while Worden’s parents 
lobbed a complaint to NASA’s In-
spector  General, claiming it’s part of 
McClain’s efforts to gain custody of 

Worden’s child.
McClain and Worden married in 2014, 
with Worden filing for divorce in 2018 
after McClain accused her of assault, a 
claim which Worden denies and said 
was part of McClain’s efforts at gaining 
custody of her son. The assault case was 
eventually dismissed. 
Worden had previously denied Mc-
Clain’s attempts to adopt the boy even 
after they’d gotten married. 
In Worden’s parents’ complaint, they 
said that McClain’s actions were part of 
a ‘highly calculated and manipulative 
campaign’ to obtain custody of Worden’s 

son, who she had given birth to about a 
year before the couple got married.  
McClain’s lawyer told the Times that 
McClain ‘she strenuously denies that she 
did anything improper’ and cooperating 
with the investigation. 
Worden told the New York Times that 
the FTC had not yet responded to her 
identity theft claims, but that investiga-
tors were accessing her family’s com-
plaint to NASA.  
NASA officials declined to comment 
on its Office of the Inspector General’s 
actions regarding the claims against Mc-
Clain. 
Ms. Worden put her intelligence back-
ground to work, asking her bank about 
the locations of computers that had re-
cently accessed her bank account using 
her login credentials. The bank got back 
to her with an answer: One was a com-
puter network registered to the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

McClain claimed that claimed that she 
checked on Worden’s bank account to 
make sure there were enough funds 
for the care of Worden’s son, who they 

raised together while married.
Ms. Worden’s spouse, Anne McClain, 
was a decorated NASA astronaut on a 
six-month mission aboard the Interna-
tional Space Station. She was about to 
be part of NASA’s first all-female space-
walk. But the couple’s domestic troubles 
on Earth, it seemed, had extended into 
outer space.
Ms. McClain acknowledged that she had 
accessed the bank account from space, 
insisting through a lawyer that she was 
merely shepherding the couple’s still-in-
tertwined finances. Ms. Worden felt dif-
ferently. She filed a complaint with the 
Federal Trade Commission and her fam-
ily lodged one with NASA’s Office of In-
spector General, accusing Ms. McClain 

of identity theft and improper access to 
Ms. Worden’s private financial records.
Investigators from the inspector gen-
eral’s office have since contacted Ms. 
Worden and Ms. McClain, trying to get 
to the bottom of what may be the first 
allegation of criminal wrongdoing in 
space.
“I was pretty appalled that she would 
go that far. I knew it was not O.K.,” Ms. 
Worden said.
The five space agencies involved in the 
space station — from the United States, 
Russia, Japan, Europe and Canada — 
have long-established procedures to 
handle any jurisdictional questions that 
arise when astronauts of various nations 
are orbiting Earth together. But Mark 
Sundahl, director of the Global Space 
Law Center at Cleveland State Universi-
ty, said he was not aware of any previous 
allegation of a crime committed in space. 
NASA officials said they were also un-
aware of any crimes committed on the 
space station.

Astronaut Anne McClain back on 
earth.

Ms. McClain, now back on Earth, sub-
mitted to an under-oath interview with 
the inspector general last week. She con-
tends that she was merely doing what 
she had always done, with Ms. Worden’s 
permission, to make sure the family’s fi-
nances were in order.
“She strenuously denies that she did any-
thing improper,” said her lawyer, Rusty 
Hardin, who added that the astronaut “is 
totally cooperating.”
The domestic dispute in space may be 
the first such investigation, but it is un-
likely that it will be the last.
“The more we go out there and spend 
time out there,” A NASA spokesman 
said, “all the things we do here are going 
to happen in space.” (Courtesy https://
www.msn.com and https://www.daily-
mail.co.uk)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Astronaut Is Accused Of Accessing Her Wife’s Bank
 Account From The International Space Station

NASA Investigates The First Possible 
Alleged Criminal Activity In Space

Overview
Bitter Divorce Battle on Earth Led to Claims of a Crime in Space

Astronaut Anne McClain was accused of accessing her estranged                                                                       
wife Summer Worden’s bank account while she was in space.

Worden filed an identity theft complaint with the FTC against McClain.
Her parents also filed a complaint with NASA’s Inspector General.
McClain said that she was just checking up on Worden’s finances.

Worden’s parents claim that McClain’s actions were part of a custody battle                                                
over her son, who she gave birth to a year before the couple were married.
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Despite broad efforts to crack down on 
misinformation ahead of the 2020 elec-
tion, the primary season so far has been 
chock full of deceptive messages and 
misleading information.
Why it matters: More sophisticated 
tactics that have emerged since 2016 
threaten to derail the democratic process 
by further polluting online debate. And 
the seemingly unending influx of fakery 
could plant enough suspicion and cyni-
cism to throw an otherwise legitimate 
election into question.
The big picture: Social media plat-
forms, which host the greatest volume of 
misinformation, have gotten wise to ba-
sic techniques used in previous elections, 
and now regularly take down swaths of 
accounts they say are fake or meddle-
some.
In response, trolls both foreign and do-
mestic have developed new attacks.
But plenty of simple bots that appear to 
be foreign controlled still slip through 
the companies’ automated sieves, experts 
say, further endangering the already-pre-
carious coming elections.
And the playing field has grown. “Far 
more people have gotten the idea that 
you can throw a U.S. election by troll-
ing,” says Ben Nimmo, a misinformation 

expert at the Atlantic Council. 

Driving the news: Kamala Harris and 
Joe Biden were the most frequent targets 
of misinformation during and immedi-
ately after the most recent Democratic 
debates, according to a new report from 
VineSight, a company tracking Twitter 
activity.
Last week, the Wall Street Journal re-
ported that bot-like activity pushed ra-
cially divisive content, especially about 
Harris, during the Democratic debates, 
citing data from social intelligence com-
pany Storyful.
Some of the most important shifts and 

tactics:
1. Smarter bots: Bad actors are relying 
less on phalanxes of bots known as bot-
nets, instead creating convincing fakes to 
manipulate humans into doing the dirty 
work for them.
Bots today are more likely to mimic hu-
mans by hacking real accounts, aping 
human behavior or targeting people with 

lots of followers who can easily dissemi-
nate false or misleading information.
A lot of this happens on Twitter, because 
that’s where journalists, experts and po-
liticos hang out. “The impact of coordi-
nated campaigns and bots on Twitter is 
first and foremost to set the news agen-
da,” says Matthew Hindman, a professor 
at George Washington University. “Set-
ting the agenda is hugely powerful.”
2. Audience building: Rather than churn 
out short-lived fake accounts that spread 
misinformation but are quickly shut 
down, sophisticated players build pages 
and accounts that post engaging non-po-
litical content just to build a following.

A large group of trusting followers is 
more likely to spread a well-timed meme 
or political message snuck in between 
anodyne posts.
3. Shift from foreign to domestic: Influ-
ence from overseas, particularly Russia, 
has remained a central concern for gov-
ernment watchdogs — but misinforma-
tion is coming from other countries and 
inside the U.S., too.
False rumors about Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
committing sexual assault, for example, 
were created by two American white na-
tionalists. And last week, Yahoo News 
obtained an FBI document warning that 
conspiracy theories are a new domestic 
terrorism threat.
Homegrown players range from trouble-
makers on internet message boards to 
high-profile consultants.
4. Shift in focus to obscure platforms: 
Facebook and Twitter have sucked up 
most of the attention since 2016, but 
fringe sites like 4chan and 8chan, plus 
niche blogs and pages, are breeding 
grounds for misinformation, and largely 
outside the public eye.
5. Targeting individual influencers: The 
rumormongers’ holy grail is to get a 

mainstream journalist or celebrity to am-
plify misinformation. Tailored messages 
over Twitter DMs or emails can help win 
their trust, Nimmo says.
6. Distorting candidates’ backgrounds: 
Newer candidates, still relatively un-
known to the public, are having their 
pasts picked apart and misrepresented — 
a new spin on the racist “birther” attacks 
on President Obama’s background.

Harris has been a particular target for 
misinformation.
Rep. Beto O’Rourke weathered false 
claims that he left racist language on an 
answering machine in the 1990s, per Po-
litico.
7. Shift in focus on mainstream media: 
Even traditional outlets, with their large 
followings, have been caught spread-

ing misinformation. Fox News hosts 
have recently been accused of peddling 
conspiracy theories about Joe Biden’s 
health. And most major outlets, includ-
ing The New York Times, have cited 
Russian troll accounts in news and opin-
ion pieces, according to a study from 
UW Madison.
8. Deepfakes: The potential for a ma-
nipulated videos to create chaos for vot-
ers became clear after an edited clip of 
Nancy Pelosi went viral earlier this year. 
That wasn’t a deepfake — those sophis-
ticated AI-manipulated videos haven’t 
shown up in the U.S. political sphere yet, 
but experts worry they will soon. Most 
campaigns, however, are largely unpre-
pared for the threat.
But, but, but: Despite the increasingly 
sophisticated tactics, some of the kludgy 
methods used in past election campaigns 
persist undetected.
“There’s still an enormous amount of 
very crude obviously fake accounts on 
pretty much every platform,” says Hind-
man. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Misinformation Haunts 2020 Primaries

(Illustration/Grillo/Axios)
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The chairman of the U.S. con-
gressional committee that is leading the inquiry into President 
Donald Trump’s dealings with Ukraine said on Monday the 
impeachment process would move to the next step shortly 
after lawmakers return to Washington next week from a 
break.
Representative Adam Schiff, a Democrat from California 
and chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, makes a 
closing statement during an impeachment inquiry hearing in 
Washington, D.C., U.S., on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019. Andrew 
Harrer/Pool via REUTERS
House of Representatives Intelligence Committee head Adam 
Schiff said the panels involved in the impeachment probe 
would
send a report to the House of Representatives Judiciary Com-
mittee after lawmakers come back from the U.S. Thanksgiv-
ing holiday.
Producing the report is a prerequisite for a possible vote in 
the Democratic-led House on articles of impeachment - for-
mal charges - against the Republican president.
In a letter to members of Congress, Schiff said “this is an 
urgent matter that cannot wait if we are to protect the nation’s 
security and the integrity of our elections.”
Schiff said the probe is continuing and investigators might 
still hold further depositions or hearings. He said evidence 
gathered so far was strong, despite the Trump administration 
having refused to hand over any documents requested under 
subpoena.
“The testimony and documents we have succeeded in acquir-
ing reveal a fact patter that is overwhelming, unchallenged, 
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Representative 
Adam Schiff, 
a Democrat 
from California 
and chairman 
of the House 
Intelligence 
Committee, 
makes a closing 
statement during 
an impeachment 
inquiry hearing 
in Washington, 
D.C., U.S., on 
Thursday, Nov. 
21, 2019. An-
drew Harrer/Pool 
via REUTERS

and damning,” Schiff said in the letter.
If the articles of impeachment are approved, the Senate, 
controlled by Republicans, would then hold a trial on 
whether to convict Trump and remove him from office.
Republicans have shown little inclination toward remov-
ing Trump, who is seeking re-election in 2020. Trump 
denies wrongdoing and he - and many of his fellow Re-
publicans in Congress - have dismissed the inquiry as a 
sham, hoax or effort by Democrats to overturn the result 

of the 2016 U.S. presidential election.
The inquiry centers on a July 25 phone call in which 
Trump asked Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
to investigate political rival Joe Biden and his son Hunter 
Biden as well as a discredited conspiracy theory promoted 
by Trump that Ukraine, not Russia, interfered in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. Hunter Biden had worked for a 
Ukrainian energy company.

Texas settles with T-Mobile, Sprint over 
merger: statement

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Texas’ attor-
ney general has settled with T-Mobile Inc 
and Sprint Corp and will drop his oppo-
sition to the $26.5 billion merger, leaving 
just Democratic attorneys general fighting 
the proposed combination.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton had 
been the only Republican among the state 
attorneys general who had filed a lawsuit 
to stop the merger of the No. 3 and No. 4 
wireless carriers.
Texas, 14 states and the District of Colum-
bia argue that the deal will lead to higher 
prices for consumers. A trial is set to begin 
on Dec. 9 in Manhattan federal court.

In a statement issued on Monday, 
Paxton’s office said the agreement 
precludes the companies from raising 
prices for Texans for five years and 
commits the merged company to 5G 
network throughout Texas, including 
rural areas, during the next six years.
T-Mobile CEO John Legere called 
the announcement “incredible news,” 
tweeting: “Texas knows that the 
#NewTMobile will create jobs and 
deliver 5G to rural areas of the state and 
beyond!”
New York Attorney General Letitia 
James, who co-leads the lawsuit with 

California, said the deal that Texas struck 
does not resolve antitrust concern about the 
proposed deal.
“The megamerger of T-Mobile and Sprint 
will reduce competition in the mobile mar-
ketplace,” she said in a statement. “There 
is no doubt that this merger remains bad 
for consumers, bad for workers, and bad 
for innovation, which is why we remain 
committed to litigating this matter.”
The U.S. Justice Department and the Fed-
eral Communications Commission signed 
off on the merger after the companies 
agreed to divest Sprint’s prepaid business-
es, including Boost Mobile, to satellite 
television company Dish Network Corp, 
and provide it with access to 20,000 cell 
sites and hundreds of retail locations. That 
deal is worth about $5 billion.
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WORLD NEWS

(Reuters) - Tesla Inc shares rose 4% on Mon-
day after Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk 
tweeted over the weekend that the company had 
already received 200,000 orders for its futuristic 
Cybertruck pickup.
The truck, made of stainless steel used in rock-
ets and priced at $39,900 and above, failed to 
impress Wall Street last week after its “armored 
glass” windows shattered in a launch demon-
stration and analysts argued the design would 
not have mass appeal.
Tesla opened preorders immediately, however, 
and allowed potential buyers to book the truck 
by depositing a fully refundable $100, compared 
to the $1,000 Tesla charged for booking Model 
3 sedans in 2016, drawing the flood of reserva-
tions and sending the company’s shares back up 
on Monday.
Tesla received here 325,000 orders for the 
Model 3 in the first week of bookings three 
years ago, and the initial number for the trucks 
suggested preorders could rival that.

Not all orders translate into sales as many are 
likely eventually to be canceled and money re-
funded to depositors. Tesla plans to start manu-
facturing the Cybertruck around late-2021.

Even with Model 3’s bigger deposit there was 
high churn, Roth Capital analyst Craig Irwin said. 
“$100 deposit for the truck? That’s fluffy. Just a fluffy 
order number.”

The U.S. pickup truck market is one of the world’s 
most profitable vehicle segments and is dominated by 
Ford , General Motors and Fiat Chrysler.

Technology reviewer Marques Brownlee called the 
Cybertruck a “tech-world disruptor” and said for 
Tesla to enter the pick-up truck market, it had to 

Tesla shares rise as Musk says Cy-
bertruck orders hit 200,000

FILE PHOTO: 
Nov 21, 2019; 
Hawthorne, 
CA, U.S.A; 
Tesla CEO 
Elon Musk 
unveils the 
Cybertruck at 
the TeslaDe-
sign Studio in 
Hawthorne, 
Calif. The 
cracked win-
dow glass oc-
curred during 

stand out.

From touting the features of Cybertruck 
to taking a dig at Ford’s F-150 pickup 
truck, Musk has been tweeting furiously 
to boost sales since Thursday’s launch.
“Better truck than an F-150, faster than 
a Porsche 911,” he tweeted here over the 
weekend, posting a video of the Cy-
bertruck dragging the F-150 uphill.

Musk has long been using his 30 million Twitter 
following as a platform to sell Tesla’s vehicles but 
landed in trouble last year when he tweeted he 
would take Tesla private before withdrawing the 
statement.
As a result, he agreed here with U.S. regulators to 
submit his public statements about the company 
to vetting by legal counsel. Tesla did not respond 
to Reuters inquiries as to whether all of the 
tweets had been vetted.



Women hold signs during a demonstration to protest femicides and violence 
against women, in Nantes, France November 25, 2019. REUTERS/Stephane 
Mahe

Photographs are seen during the exhibition of the Richard Linklater’s career retrospective at 
the Pompidou Center in Paris

President Trump poses with military dog Conan that participated in Syria al-Baghdadi raid at 
White house in Washington
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Editor’s Choice

A demonstrator is detained while receiving a kicks in his face from a riot policeman during a protest 
against Chile’s government in Santiago

Soccer Football - Premier League - Aston Villa v Newcastle United - Villa Park, 
Birmingham, Britain - November 25, 2019 Aston Villa’s Conor Hourihane celebrates 
scoring their first goal Action Images via Reuters/Carl Recine 

A man holds a hen as people wade in flood waters after heavy rains that caused land-
slides, in the village of Sebit, West Pokot County

FILE PHOTO: Democratic 2020 U.S. presidential candidate Warren speaks in Manchester

Democratic U.S. presidential candidate Michael Bloomberg addresses a news conference after launching his pres-
idential bid in Norfolk, Virginia
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COMMUNITY

NASA is looking into claims that an 
astronaut accessed her estranged wife’s 
bank account from space during a six-
month stint on the International Space 
Station. 
Decorated astronaut and US Army lieu-
tenant colonel Anne McClain has been 
accused of improperly gaining access to 
Summer Worden’s online bank account 
using NASA computers, the New York 
Times reported. 
McClain allegedly accessed the bank ac-
count as part of a ‘highly calculated and 
manipulated campaign’ to obtain custo-
dy of Worden’s son, who she had given 
birth to about a year before the couple 
got married.  
Worden, a former Air Force intelligence 
officer, brought a complaint against Mc-
Clain with the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, claiming that McClain had commit-
ted identity theft, even though none of 
Worden’s funds had been tampered with. 

She told the Times that she discovered 
McClain’s actions after becoming cu-
rious about how McClain knew details 
about the way she’d been spending her 
money, even though they were separated 
and McClain was orbiting the earth.  

Astronaut Anne McClain has been ac-
cused of improperly accessing her es-
trange spouse’s financial information 
while on the International Space Sta-

tion earlier this year
Worden’s parents went a step further, 
filing a complaint against McClain with 
NASA’s Office of Inspector General, al-

leging identity theft and improper access 
to Worden’s private financial records. 
Last week, McClain, who is back on 
terra firma, sat down for an under-oath 
interview with the inspector general, 
during which she was said to have admit-
ted that she did access Worden’s banking 
information. 
However, McClain apparently claimed 
that she was just doing something she 
had always done while she and Worden 
were still a couple - checking in on 
Worden’s finances to make sure that 
there was enough money to support 
Worden’s child, who they had been rais-
ing together. 
McClain claimed that she was using the 
same password that she had always used 
during their relationship and that she had 
not been told to stop accessing Worden’s 
bank account. 

McClain’s (left) estranged spouse, 
Summer Worden (right), filed an iden-
tity theft complaint with the FTC over 
the incident, while Worden’s parents 
lobbed a complaint to NASA’s In-
spector  General, claiming it’s part of 
McClain’s efforts to gain custody of 

Worden’s child.
McClain and Worden married in 2014, 
with Worden filing for divorce in 2018 
after McClain accused her of assault, a 
claim which Worden denies and said 
was part of McClain’s efforts at gaining 
custody of her son. The assault case was 
eventually dismissed. 
Worden had previously denied Mc-
Clain’s attempts to adopt the boy even 
after they’d gotten married. 
In Worden’s parents’ complaint, they 
said that McClain’s actions were part of 
a ‘highly calculated and manipulative 
campaign’ to obtain custody of Worden’s 

son, who she had given birth to about a 
year before the couple got married.  
McClain’s lawyer told the Times that 
McClain ‘she strenuously denies that she 
did anything improper’ and cooperating 
with the investigation. 
Worden told the New York Times that 
the FTC had not yet responded to her 
identity theft claims, but that investiga-
tors were accessing her family’s com-
plaint to NASA.  
NASA officials declined to comment 
on its Office of the Inspector General’s 
actions regarding the claims against Mc-
Clain. 
Ms. Worden put her intelligence back-
ground to work, asking her bank about 
the locations of computers that had re-
cently accessed her bank account using 
her login credentials. The bank got back 
to her with an answer: One was a com-
puter network registered to the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

McClain claimed that claimed that she 
checked on Worden’s bank account to 
make sure there were enough funds 
for the care of Worden’s son, who they 

raised together while married.
Ms. Worden’s spouse, Anne McClain, 
was a decorated NASA astronaut on a 
six-month mission aboard the Interna-
tional Space Station. She was about to 
be part of NASA’s first all-female space-
walk. But the couple’s domestic troubles 
on Earth, it seemed, had extended into 
outer space.
Ms. McClain acknowledged that she had 
accessed the bank account from space, 
insisting through a lawyer that she was 
merely shepherding the couple’s still-in-
tertwined finances. Ms. Worden felt dif-
ferently. She filed a complaint with the 
Federal Trade Commission and her fam-
ily lodged one with NASA’s Office of In-
spector General, accusing Ms. McClain 

of identity theft and improper access to 
Ms. Worden’s private financial records.
Investigators from the inspector gen-
eral’s office have since contacted Ms. 
Worden and Ms. McClain, trying to get 
to the bottom of what may be the first 
allegation of criminal wrongdoing in 
space.
“I was pretty appalled that she would 
go that far. I knew it was not O.K.,” Ms. 
Worden said.
The five space agencies involved in the 
space station — from the United States, 
Russia, Japan, Europe and Canada — 
have long-established procedures to 
handle any jurisdictional questions that 
arise when astronauts of various nations 
are orbiting Earth together. But Mark 
Sundahl, director of the Global Space 
Law Center at Cleveland State Universi-
ty, said he was not aware of any previous 
allegation of a crime committed in space. 
NASA officials said they were also un-
aware of any crimes committed on the 
space station.

Astronaut Anne McClain back on 
earth.

Ms. McClain, now back on Earth, sub-
mitted to an under-oath interview with 
the inspector general last week. She con-
tends that she was merely doing what 
she had always done, with Ms. Worden’s 
permission, to make sure the family’s fi-
nances were in order.
“She strenuously denies that she did any-
thing improper,” said her lawyer, Rusty 
Hardin, who added that the astronaut “is 
totally cooperating.”
The domestic dispute in space may be 
the first such investigation, but it is un-
likely that it will be the last.
“The more we go out there and spend 
time out there,” A NASA spokesman 
said, “all the things we do here are going 
to happen in space.” (Courtesy https://
www.msn.com and https://www.daily-
mail.co.uk)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Astronaut Is Accused Of Accessing Her Wife’s Bank
 Account From The International Space Station

NASA Investigates The First Possible 
Alleged Criminal Activity In Space

Overview
Bitter Divorce Battle on Earth Led to Claims of a Crime in Space

Astronaut Anne McClain was accused of accessing her estranged                                                                       
wife Summer Worden’s bank account while she was in space.

Worden filed an identity theft complaint with the FTC against McClain.
Her parents also filed a complaint with NASA’s Inspector General.
McClain said that she was just checking up on Worden’s finances.

Worden’s parents claim that McClain’s actions were part of a custody battle                                                
over her son, who she gave birth to a year before the couple were married.
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Despite broad efforts to crack down on 
misinformation ahead of the 2020 elec-
tion, the primary season so far has been 
chock full of deceptive messages and 
misleading information.
Why it matters: More sophisticated 
tactics that have emerged since 2016 
threaten to derail the democratic process 
by further polluting online debate. And 
the seemingly unending influx of fakery 
could plant enough suspicion and cyni-
cism to throw an otherwise legitimate 
election into question.
The big picture: Social media plat-
forms, which host the greatest volume of 
misinformation, have gotten wise to ba-
sic techniques used in previous elections, 
and now regularly take down swaths of 
accounts they say are fake or meddle-
some.
In response, trolls both foreign and do-
mestic have developed new attacks.
But plenty of simple bots that appear to 
be foreign controlled still slip through 
the companies’ automated sieves, experts 
say, further endangering the already-pre-
carious coming elections.
And the playing field has grown. “Far 
more people have gotten the idea that 
you can throw a U.S. election by troll-
ing,” says Ben Nimmo, a misinformation 

expert at the Atlantic Council. 

Driving the news: Kamala Harris and 
Joe Biden were the most frequent targets 
of misinformation during and immedi-
ately after the most recent Democratic 
debates, according to a new report from 
VineSight, a company tracking Twitter 
activity.
Last week, the Wall Street Journal re-
ported that bot-like activity pushed ra-
cially divisive content, especially about 
Harris, during the Democratic debates, 
citing data from social intelligence com-
pany Storyful.
Some of the most important shifts and 

tactics:
1. Smarter bots: Bad actors are relying 
less on phalanxes of bots known as bot-
nets, instead creating convincing fakes to 
manipulate humans into doing the dirty 
work for them.
Bots today are more likely to mimic hu-
mans by hacking real accounts, aping 
human behavior or targeting people with 

lots of followers who can easily dissemi-
nate false or misleading information.
A lot of this happens on Twitter, because 
that’s where journalists, experts and po-
liticos hang out. “The impact of coordi-
nated campaigns and bots on Twitter is 
first and foremost to set the news agen-
da,” says Matthew Hindman, a professor 
at George Washington University. “Set-
ting the agenda is hugely powerful.”
2. Audience building: Rather than churn 
out short-lived fake accounts that spread 
misinformation but are quickly shut 
down, sophisticated players build pages 
and accounts that post engaging non-po-
litical content just to build a following.

A large group of trusting followers is 
more likely to spread a well-timed meme 
or political message snuck in between 
anodyne posts.
3. Shift from foreign to domestic: Influ-
ence from overseas, particularly Russia, 
has remained a central concern for gov-
ernment watchdogs — but misinforma-
tion is coming from other countries and 
inside the U.S., too.
False rumors about Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
committing sexual assault, for example, 
were created by two American white na-
tionalists. And last week, Yahoo News 
obtained an FBI document warning that 
conspiracy theories are a new domestic 
terrorism threat.
Homegrown players range from trouble-
makers on internet message boards to 
high-profile consultants.
4. Shift in focus to obscure platforms: 
Facebook and Twitter have sucked up 
most of the attention since 2016, but 
fringe sites like 4chan and 8chan, plus 
niche blogs and pages, are breeding 
grounds for misinformation, and largely 
outside the public eye.
5. Targeting individual influencers: The 
rumormongers’ holy grail is to get a 

mainstream journalist or celebrity to am-
plify misinformation. Tailored messages 
over Twitter DMs or emails can help win 
their trust, Nimmo says.
6. Distorting candidates’ backgrounds: 
Newer candidates, still relatively un-
known to the public, are having their 
pasts picked apart and misrepresented — 
a new spin on the racist “birther” attacks 
on President Obama’s background.

Harris has been a particular target for 
misinformation.
Rep. Beto O’Rourke weathered false 
claims that he left racist language on an 
answering machine in the 1990s, per Po-
litico.
7. Shift in focus on mainstream media: 
Even traditional outlets, with their large 
followings, have been caught spread-

ing misinformation. Fox News hosts 
have recently been accused of peddling 
conspiracy theories about Joe Biden’s 
health. And most major outlets, includ-
ing The New York Times, have cited 
Russian troll accounts in news and opin-
ion pieces, according to a study from 
UW Madison.
8. Deepfakes: The potential for a ma-
nipulated videos to create chaos for vot-
ers became clear after an edited clip of 
Nancy Pelosi went viral earlier this year. 
That wasn’t a deepfake — those sophis-
ticated AI-manipulated videos haven’t 
shown up in the U.S. political sphere yet, 
but experts worry they will soon. Most 
campaigns, however, are largely unpre-
pared for the threat.
But, but, but: Despite the increasingly 
sophisticated tactics, some of the kludgy 
methods used in past election campaigns 
persist undetected.
“There’s still an enormous amount of 
very crude obviously fake accounts on 
pretty much every platform,” says Hind-
man. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Misinformation Haunts 2020 Primaries

(Illustration/Grillo/Axios)
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