Chinese soldiers help clean
up Hong Kong streets, but
violence flares again
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White House budget official testifies 1n
1impeachment probe on Saturday

Mark Sandy, official of the Office of Management and Budget, arrives for a closed-door deposition as part of the House
of Representatives impeachment inquiry into U.S. President Trump on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S., November 16,

2019. REUTERS/Yara Nardi

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A White House budget official
testified on Saturday about the holdup of military aid to
Ukraine in a closed door session of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives impeachment inquiry of President Donald Trump,
with public hearings set to resume next week.

Mark Sandy, a career official of the Office of Management
and Budget, is the first person from OMB to testify before the
inquiry after three political appointees defied congressional
subpoenas to appear.

Sandy complied with a subpoena issued to compel his testi-
mony, an official working on the impeachment inquiry said.

Later in the day, the House Intelligence Committee oversee-
ing the inquiry released transcripts of depositions from former
National Security Council official Tim Morrison and Jennifer
Williams, an aide to Vice President Mike Pence.

Trump’s pressure on Ukraine is at the heart of the Demo-
cratic-led inquiry into whether the Republican president
misused U.S. foreign policy to undermine former Vice
President Joe Biden, one of his potential opponents in
the 2020 election.

In a disclosure that drew the most attention in the first
public hearing last week, acting ambassador to Ukraine
William Taylor pointed to Trump’s keen interest in
getting the eastern European ally to investigate Biden, a
former vice president, and reiterated his understanding
that $391 million in U.S. security aid was withheld from
Kiev unless it cooperated.

Morrison, who was on the July 25 call between Trump
and Ukrainian President Volodmyr Zelensky, said he had
reviewed Taylor’s testimony and did not dispute it on
any significant points.The hearings could pave the way

for the Democratic-led House to approve articles of impeach-
ment - formal charges - against Trump. That would lead to a
trial in the Senate on whether to convict Trump and remove him
from office. Republicans control the Senate and have shown
little support for Trump’s removal.

Many Republicans in Congress say Trump’s actions regarding
Ukraine are not impeachable offenses, and the president denies
any wrongdoing. Republicans have offered no evidence of cor-
ruption by the Bidens.

Yovanovitch said that her removal had undercut confidence in
the U.S. diplomatic corps.

“I had no agenda other than to pursue our stated foreign policy
goals,” she said. “I still find it difficult to comprehend that for-
eign and private interests were able to undermine U.S. interests
in this way.”

DIPLOMATIC SERVICE

Republican Devin Nunes criticized Democrats for launching
the impeachment inquiry, calling it a political exercise based on
second- and third-hand hearsay. He noted Yovanovitch was not
involved in Trump’s July 25 phone call, or deliberations on the
pause in security aid for Ukraine.

“I’m not exactly sure what the ambassador is doing here today,”
Nunes said.

During their questioning, Republicans on the panel praised
Yovanovitch for her long career of foreign service, a characteri-
zation at odds with Trump’s description of her as “bad news” in
the call with Ukraine’s president.

Some people in the hearing room applauded when Yovano-
vitch’s testimony ended after more than four hours

Two other U.S. diplomats, William Taylor and George Kent, tes-
tified on Wednesday, expressing alarm over the pressure tactics
on Ukraine by Giuliani.

Taylor is acting U.S. ambassador to Ukraine. His aide David
Holmes, who Taylor said overheard a July 26 telephone con-
versation in which Trump asked about progress in getting the
Ukrainians to launch the Biden investigations, appeared before
lawmakers in a closed-door session later on Friday.
Democratic Representative Ted Lieu emerged from the session
saying there were at least two other witnesses who

attended a lunch where Trump was overheard asking

about investigations in a cell phone conversation with

Gordon Sondland, the U.S. ambassador to the European
Union.
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Chinese soldiers help clean up Hong
Kong streets, but violence flares again

HONG KONG (Reuters) - Police fired tear gas while protest-
ers threw petrol bombs and fired arrows in clashes outside
Hong Kong’s Polytechnic University on Saturday, just hours
after Chinese soldiers made a rare appearance to help clean
up the city’s streets.

China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) soldiers in shorts
and t-shirts appeared in streets outside their base, helping
residents clean up debris after anti-government protests
blocked roads.

The presence of PLA troops on the streets, even to help clean
up, could stoke further controversy over the Chinese-ruled
territory’s autonomous status.

A city spokesman said the Hong Kong government did not
request assistance from the PLA but the military initiated the
operation as a “voluntary community activity”.

Road clearing in Hong Kong ‘voluntary’ move by Chinese
PLA: city spokesman

China’s PLA soldiers seen helping clean up streets after Hong
Kong protests: RTHK

Hong Kong has been rocked by more than five months of
demonstrations by protesters angry at perceived Communist
Party meddling in the former British colony, which was guar-
anteed its freedoms when it returned to Chinese rule in 1997.
Beijing denies interfering and has blamed the unrest on
foreign influences.

Clashes between protesters and police have become increas-
ingly violent. China has said any attempt at independence for
Hong Kong will be crushed, but troops have remained inside
their base.

Chinese state media repeatedly broadcast comments made
on Thursday by President Xi Jinping, in which he denounced
the unrest and said “stopping violence and controlling chaos
while restoring order is currently Hong Kong’s most urgent
task”

Saturday’s clean-up followed some of the worst violence seen
this year, after a police operation against protesters at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong on Tuesday.
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The authorities have since largely stayed away from
at least five university campuses that had been bar-
ricaded by thousands of students and activists who
stockpiled petrol bombs, catapults, bows and arrows
and other weapons.

Many protesters appeared to have left the campuses
by late Saturday but Hong Kong’s Cross-Harbour
Tunnel was still blocked by protesters occupying
Polytechnic University, where violence flared again
on Saturday night.

“We don’t want to attack the police, we just want

to safeguard our campus,” said Chan, a 20-year-

old Polytechnic student. “The reason why we want
safeguard our campus is we want citizens to join the
mass strike and protect Hong Kong”

Earlier, hundreds of pro-China demonstrators gath-

ered by the city’s legislature and police headquarters,

waving Chinese and Hong Kong flags. Some held
up posters reading “Police we stand with you”, while

Seattlée

International Trade Center

%@%ﬁhﬁﬁiﬂﬁkﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂd&

Global cente:.for Profess‘i,
Lamar UnwersﬂyFFSNG wd SR gﬁn‘ .

LW EEEEE -
Phonoscope—Southern News Group
Telecom Media Group :

@ SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP

‘I Education;

o &
T == [j(l/.

wd !’ =45

T281-498-4310
F281-498-2728

ad @ scdaily.com
www.today—america.com

Anti-government
protesters clash with
police outside the
Polytechnic Univer-
sity in Hong Kong,
China November 16,
2019. REUTERS/
Thomas Peter

others chanted “Support the police”

Anti-government protesters clash with police outside the
Polytechnic University in Hong Kong, China November 16,
2019. REUTERS/Thomas Peter

Pro-China protests have so far attracted much smaller num-
bers than those angry at Beijing.

By late afternoon, the PLA soldiers had left the streets outside
Baptist University beside their barracks in Kowloon Tong.
Chinese troops have appeared on streets only once since the
1997 handover to help clear up after a typhoon in 2018. It was
not clear how many were involved on Saturday.

The PLA garrison in Hong Kong said that when some resi-
dents began cleaning, some troops “helped clear the road in
front of the garrison gate”

Demosisto, a pro-democracy organization, said Saturday’s
clean-up operation could set a “grave precedent” if the city’s
government invites the military to deal with internal prob-
lems.
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A Sri Lankan election official arrives with a ballot box to a counting center

after the voting ended during the presidential election day in Colombo
Election officials, assisted by Sri Lankan police officer, arrive with a ballot box to a counting center, after the
voting ended during the presidential election day, in Colombo

People stand in a line to cast their vote during the presidential election in Colombo

Pro-government supporters attend a rally in Caracas, Venezuela, November 16, 2019. REU-
TERS/Fausto Torrealba NO RESALES. NO ARCHIVES.

ik

Mark Sandy, official of the Office of Management and Budget, arrives for a closed-door
deposition as part of the House of Representatives impeachment inquiry into U.S. President
Trump on Capitol Hill

Trump arrives at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Maryland A pro-government supporter attends a rally in Caracas, Venezuela, November 16,
2019. REUTERS/Fausto Torrealba NO RESALES. NO ARCHIVES.
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The September 2019 jobs report showed
decent hiring during the month with the
health-care and education industries see-
ing the biggest growth.

The government reported Friday that
payrolls increased by 136,000, missing
the 145,000 estimate economists polled
by Dow Jones had forecast. The unem-
ployment rate, however, fell to a new 50-
year low of 3.5%.

CNBC studied the net changes by in-
dustry for September jobs based on data
from the Labor Department contained in
the employment report.

Health care and education — a consistent
employment gainer — topped the list in
September with a net gain of 40,000 pay-
rolls. Stripping out the education com-
ponents, health care and social services
added 41,400 jobs amid strong hiring in
ambulatory outpatient care, hospitals and
nursing.

September jobs one-month net change

Professional and business services added
34,000 jobs amid gains in management
consultant positions as well as an uptick
in temporary help services. Manufactur-
ing saw a net loss of 2,000 jobs.

The government, which doesn’t tend to
post big employment swings from month
to month, added a hefty 22,000 positions
in September after a whopping addi-
tion of 46,000 jobs in August. The gov-
ernment noted, however, that hiring is
surging between local government adds;
Washington posted strong gains in the
prior month as the federal government
works to staff up with temporary work-
ers ahead of the 2020 census.

“In September, health care added 39,000
jobs, in line with its average monthly
gain over the prior 12 months,” the La-
bor Department said in a release. “Em-

Here’s Where The Jobs Are

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

ployment in professional and business
services continued to trend up in Sep-
tember (+34,000). The industry has add-
ed an average of 35,000 jobs per month
thus far in 2019, compared with 47,000
jobs per month in 2018.”

Retail trade continued its streak of loss-
es with a decline of 11,400 jobs for the
month. Since reaching a peak in January
2017, retail trade has lost 197,000 jobs.
The government also said wages in-
creased at a slower pace, up little be-
tween August and September and rising
just 2.9% over the year.

Job changes over time
12-Month Percent Change

 Health
care

Business
sssssss

Service-
providing

Goods-
producing

2014 2015 2016 2017 018 2019

Manufacturing Jobs Getting Crushed

Manufacturing jobs changes

12-month net change
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The U.S. manufacturing sector is not in
a good place.

The latest poor results came from the
government’s jobs report on Friday. The
Labor Department reported that manu-
facturers lost 2,000 jobs in September,
well below the 18,000 positions it added
this time last year and even below the

2,000 gain it saw in August.

All manufacturing workers

Numbersin thousands

/

m7 ms 9

Machinery and transportation manufac-
turing, which includes the production of
cars, trains and ships, have seen some of
the worst deceleration over the last year.
Machinery’s net job gains over the last
12 months slowed to just 6,000 by Sep-
tember, while transportation’s trickled to
a 23-month low of 23,000.

The fabricated metals subindustry, which
transforms metal into intermediate or
end products, lost 3,000 jobs last month.

While the manufacturing sector as a
whole has seen marked hiring since Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s oath of office, the
jobs gains have largely plateaued.

Eric Winograd, senior economist at Al-
lianceBernstein, said in a note Friday
that the president’s trade war strategies
appeared to be in part responsible for the
slowdown.

“A big part of the story for the economy
as a whole, of course, is the trade war.
We can see that in the payrolls figures
00,” Winograd wrote. “Manufacturing
has been the hardest hit industry by trade
policy and, not coincidentally, manufac-
turing employment has suffered.”

But it was more than job losses in the
manufacturing sector that turned heads
this week.

A gauge of U.S. manufacturing showed

Manufacturing jobs gains

Twelve-month net change in jobs

06 €07 €08 0

the lowest reading in more than 10 years
for September as exports dived amid the
escalated trade war. The U.S. manufac-
turing purchasing managers’ index from
the Institute for Supply Management
came in at 47.8% for September, the
lowest since June 2009, marking the sec-
ond consecutive month of contraction.
Any figure below 50% signals a contrac-
tion. (Courtesy cnbc.com)
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Trump Administration Argues Civil Rights
Law Doesn’t Cover LGBTQ Workers

Demonstrators outside the Supreme Court on Oct. 8.
(Photo/AFP via Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Trump administration urged the
Supreme Court on Tuesday to rule that
LGBTQ people can be fired because of
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity.

Where it stands: The administration’s
involvement in LGBTQ cases supple-
ments a 2-year White House playbook
to undo many protections the LGBTQ
community secured under President
Obama. One of the cases is the first to
ask the court to determine the civil rights
of transgender people, per the ACLU.
The big picture: Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act prohibits discrimination “be-
cause of sex.” The Justice Department
argued in 3 cases Tuesday that those
rules don’t ban discrimination against
LBGQ or transgender workers.

The Justice Department is at odds with
its own Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission in the case of Aimee Ste-
phens, a transgender woman who was
fired from a funeral home because she
wanted to “dress as a woman,” according
to the business owner’s testimony. The
EEOC sued on Stephens’ behalf in 2014.
What they’re saying: The administra-
tion argues that “Title VII’s protections
apply fully to transgender individuals”

when it comes to sex discrimination —
women being treated worse than men, or
vice versa — but “treating a transgender
person less favorably than a non-trans-
gender person” is not part of the law’s
protections.

«It says there is no “evidence that the fu-
neral home treated some or all biologi-
cally male employees less favorably than
similarly situated biologically female
employees.”

LGBTQ workers seek federal
protection.

The other side: “Congress wrote a broad
statute that prohibits all sex discrimina-
tion,” Chase Strangio, part of Stephens’
legal team at the ACLU and a transgen-
der activist, tells Axios. “When an em-
ployer fires someone for being transgen-
der, no matter how sex is defined, that is
discrimination because of sex.”

In 2 other cases, which were argued

together, the Trump administration says
that Title VII doesn’t cover discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation. Both
suits were filed by men who say they
were fired for being gay.

*An employer who discriminates against
employees in same-sex relationships
doesn’t violate Title VII as long as it
treats men and women in those relation-
ships the same way, their argument says.
Yes, but: 69% of Americans — and 56%
of Republicans — favor laws that would
protect LGBTQ people from job and
housing discrimination, a 2018 PRRI
survey found.

What to watch: This issue — alongside
cases on abortion access, guns and im-
migration — will likely come to a head
next summer before the 2020 presiden-
tial election.

2019’s Supreme Court cases to watch

(Photo/Getty Images)
The Supreme Court, now with a solid
conservative majority after Justice Brett
Kavanaugh’s appointment, is hearing
cases that could have significant ramifi-
cations for generations to come on issues
like immigration, LGBTQ employment
protections and abortion access.
The big picture: The high court — with
5 conservatives and 4 liberals — kept a
relatively low profile in its first term this
year. But it could hand major wins to
Republicans in 2020’s second term, em-
boldened by Kavanaugh’s appointment
and sharpening their focus as a slew of
hot-button disputes work their way up
from lower courts.

Key cases to watch this term:
Abortion: The Supreme Court agreed to
take up a case on Louisiana’s abortion
law which requires doctors to have ad-
mitting privileges at nearby hospitals to
perform an abortion.

LGBTQ workplace discrimination:

The court will hear oral arguments for
3 blockbuster cases on Oct. 8 that ques-
tion whether Title VII of the 1964 Civ-
il Rights Act prohibits employers from
discriminating against workers based on
their sexual orientation and status as a
transgender person.

Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als: The Supreme Court will hear a set
of lawsuits on Nov. 12 challenging Pres-
ident Trump’s effort to end DACA, the
Obama-era immigration program that
shields roughly 700,000 children from
deportation.

Future cases to watch:
Puerto Rico’s financial crisis: The
court will decide if the appointments to
the Financial Oversight and Manage-
ment Board for Puerto Rico were con-
stitutional. A federal appeals court pre-
viously ruled the appointments were not
constitutional because the Senate didn’t
confirm them.
Mexico border shooting: The Supreme
Court will in the fall decide whether
families of Mexican teenagers who were
fatally shot by American border agents in
Texas and Arizona can sue in U.S. courts
for damages, per the AP.
Affordable Care Act: Legal challenges
by Republicans against the ACA, which
the court upheld in 2012 and 2015, are
likely to reach the high court again.
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Results of this year’s other major cases
2020 citizenship question: The court
temporarily froze the Trump administra-
tion’s decision to add a controversial cit-
izenship question to the 2020 census in
June, causing the administration to print
the census without the question.

Apple iPhone app pricing: The court al-
lowed a massive antitrust lawsuit against
Apple to move forward in May.

ke

Partisan gerrymandering: In a move
that will allow gerrymandering to get
even more aggressive, the court said in
June that cases about partisan gerryman-
dering are “beyond the reach of the fed-
eral courts” — a blow to voting-rights
activists and Democrats.

Double jeopardy: The court decided
in June not to overrule its long-standing
decision that sometimes allows criminal
defendants to be prosecuted twice for
the same crimes — by allowing them to
be prosecuted in state and federal court.
(Courtesy axios.com)
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White House budget official testifies 1n
1impeachment probe on Saturday

Mark Sandy, official of the Office of Management and Budget, arrives for a closed-door deposition as part of the House
of Representatives impeachment inquiry into U.S. President Trump on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S., November 16,

2019. REUTERS/Yara Nardi

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A White House budget official
testified on Saturday about the holdup of military aid to
Ukraine in a closed door session of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives impeachment inquiry of President Donald Trump,
with public hearings set to resume next week.

Mark Sandy, a career official of the Office of Management
and Budget, is the first person from OMB to testify before the
inquiry after three political appointees defied congressional
subpoenas to appear.

Sandy complied with a subpoena issued to compel his testi-
mony, an official working on the impeachment inquiry said.

Later in the day, the House Intelligence Committee oversee-
ing the inquiry released transcripts of depositions from former
National Security Council official Tim Morrison and Jennifer
Williams, an aide to Vice President Mike Pence.

Trump’s pressure on Ukraine is at the heart of the Demo-
cratic-led inquiry into whether the Republican president
misused U.S. foreign policy to undermine former Vice
President Joe Biden, one of his potential opponents in
the 2020 election.

In a disclosure that drew the most attention in the first
public hearing last week, acting ambassador to Ukraine
William Taylor pointed to Trump’s keen interest in
getting the eastern European ally to investigate Biden, a
former vice president, and reiterated his understanding
that $391 million in U.S. security aid was withheld from
Kiev unless it cooperated.

Morrison, who was on the July 25 call between Trump
and Ukrainian President Volodmyr Zelensky, said he had
reviewed Taylor’s testimony and did not dispute it on
any significant points.The hearings could pave the way

for the Democratic-led House to approve articles of impeach-
ment - formal charges - against Trump. That would lead to a
trial in the Senate on whether to convict Trump and remove him
from office. Republicans control the Senate and have shown
little support for Trump’s removal.

Many Republicans in Congress say Trump’s actions regarding
Ukraine are not impeachable offenses, and the president denies
any wrongdoing. Republicans have offered no evidence of cor-
ruption by the Bidens.

Yovanovitch said that her removal had undercut confidence in
the U.S. diplomatic corps.

“I had no agenda other than to pursue our stated foreign policy
goals,” she said. “I still find it difficult to comprehend that for-
eign and private interests were able to undermine U.S. interests
in this way.”

DIPLOMATIC SERVICE

Republican Devin Nunes criticized Democrats for launching
the impeachment inquiry, calling it a political exercise based on
second- and third-hand hearsay. He noted Yovanovitch was not
involved in Trump’s July 25 phone call, or deliberations on the
pause in security aid for Ukraine.

“I’m not exactly sure what the ambassador is doing here today,”
Nunes said.

During their questioning, Republicans on the panel praised
Yovanovitch for her long career of foreign service, a characteri-
zation at odds with Trump’s description of her as “bad news” in
the call with Ukraine’s president.

Some people in the hearing room applauded when Yovano-
vitch’s testimony ended after more than four hours

Two other U.S. diplomats, William Taylor and George Kent, tes-
tified on Wednesday, expressing alarm over the pressure tactics
on Ukraine by Giuliani.

Taylor is acting U.S. ambassador to Ukraine. His aide David
Holmes, who Taylor said overheard a July 26 telephone con-
versation in which Trump asked about progress in getting the
Ukrainians to launch the Biden investigations, appeared before
lawmakers in a closed-door session later on Friday.
Democratic Representative Ted Lieu emerged from the session
saying there were at least two other witnesses who

attended a lunch where Trump was overheard asking

about investigations in a cell phone conversation with

Gordon Sondland, the U.S. ambassador to the European
Union.
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Chinese soldiers help clean up Hong
Kong streets, but violence flares again

HONG KONG (Reuters) - Police fired tear gas while protest-
ers threw petrol bombs and fired arrows in clashes outside
Hong Kong’s Polytechnic University on Saturday, just hours
after Chinese soldiers made a rare appearance to help clean
up the city’s streets.

China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) soldiers in shorts
and t-shirts appeared in streets outside their base, helping
residents clean up debris after anti-government protests
blocked roads.

The presence of PLA troops on the streets, even to help clean
up, could stoke further controversy over the Chinese-ruled
territory’s autonomous status.

A city spokesman said the Hong Kong government did not
request assistance from the PLA but the military initiated the
operation as a “voluntary community activity”.

Road clearing in Hong Kong ‘voluntary’ move by Chinese
PLA: city spokesman

China’s PLA soldiers seen helping clean up streets after Hong
Kong protests: RTHK

Hong Kong has been rocked by more than five months of
demonstrations by protesters angry at perceived Communist
Party meddling in the former British colony, which was guar-
anteed its freedoms when it returned to Chinese rule in 1997.
Beijing denies interfering and has blamed the unrest on
foreign influences.

Clashes between protesters and police have become increas-
ingly violent. China has said any attempt at independence for
Hong Kong will be crushed, but troops have remained inside
their base.

Chinese state media repeatedly broadcast comments made
on Thursday by President Xi Jinping, in which he denounced
the unrest and said “stopping violence and controlling chaos
while restoring order is currently Hong Kong’s most urgent
task”

Saturday’s clean-up followed some of the worst violence seen
this year, after a police operation against protesters at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong on Tuesday.
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The authorities have since largely stayed away from
at least five university campuses that had been bar-
ricaded by thousands of students and activists who
stockpiled petrol bombs, catapults, bows and arrows
and other weapons.

Many protesters appeared to have left the campuses
by late Saturday but Hong Kong’s Cross-Harbour
Tunnel was still blocked by protesters occupying
Polytechnic University, where violence flared again
on Saturday night.

“We don’t want to attack the police, we just want

to safeguard our campus,” said Chan, a 20-year-

old Polytechnic student. “The reason why we want
safeguard our campus is we want citizens to join the
mass strike and protect Hong Kong”

Earlier, hundreds of pro-China demonstrators gath-

ered by the city’s legislature and police headquarters,

waving Chinese and Hong Kong flags. Some held
up posters reading “Police we stand with you”, while
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Anti-government
protesters clash with
police outside the
Polytechnic Univer-
sity in Hong Kong,
China November 16,
2019. REUTERS/
Thomas Peter

others chanted “Support the police”

Anti-government protesters clash with police outside the
Polytechnic University in Hong Kong, China November 16,
2019. REUTERS/Thomas Peter

Pro-China protests have so far attracted much smaller num-
bers than those angry at Beijing.

By late afternoon, the PLA soldiers had left the streets outside
Baptist University beside their barracks in Kowloon Tong.
Chinese troops have appeared on streets only once since the
1997 handover to help clear up after a typhoon in 2018. It was
not clear how many were involved on Saturday.

The PLA garrison in Hong Kong said that when some resi-
dents began cleaning, some troops “helped clear the road in
front of the garrison gate”

Demosisto, a pro-democracy organization, said Saturday’s
clean-up operation could set a “grave precedent” if the city’s
government invites the military to deal with internal prob-
lems.
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A Sri Lankan election official arrives with a ballot box to a counting center

after the voting ended during the presidential election day in Colombo
Election officials, assisted by Sri Lankan police officer, arrive with a ballot box to a counting center, after the
voting ended during the presidential election day, in Colombo

People stand in a line to cast their vote during the presidential election in Colombo

Pro-government supporters attend a rally in Caracas, Venezuela, November 16, 2019. REU-
TERS/Fausto Torrealba NO RESALES. NO ARCHIVES.

ik

Mark Sandy, official of the Office of Management and Budget, arrives for a closed-door
deposition as part of the House of Representatives impeachment inquiry into U.S. President
Trump on Capitol Hill

Trump arrives at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Maryland A pro-government supporter attends a rally in Caracas, Venezuela, November 16,
2019. REUTERS/Fausto Torrealba NO RESALES. NO ARCHIVES.
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The September 2019 jobs report showed
decent hiring during the month with the
health-care and education industries see-
ing the biggest growth.

The government reported Friday that
payrolls increased by 136,000, missing
the 145,000 estimate economists polled
by Dow Jones had forecast. The unem-
ployment rate, however, fell to a new 50-
year low of 3.5%.

CNBC studied the net changes by in-
dustry for September jobs based on data
from the Labor Department contained in
the employment report.

Health care and education — a consistent
employment gainer — topped the list in
September with a net gain of 40,000 pay-
rolls. Stripping out the education com-
ponents, health care and social services
added 41,400 jobs amid strong hiring in
ambulatory outpatient care, hospitals and
nursing.

September jobs one-month net change

Professional and business services added
34,000 jobs amid gains in management
consultant positions as well as an uptick
in temporary help services. Manufactur-
ing saw a net loss of 2,000 jobs.

The government, which doesn’t tend to
post big employment swings from month
to month, added a hefty 22,000 positions
in September after a whopping addi-
tion of 46,000 jobs in August. The gov-
ernment noted, however, that hiring is
surging between local government adds;
Washington posted strong gains in the
prior month as the federal government
works to staff up with temporary work-
ers ahead of the 2020 census.

“In September, health care added 39,000
jobs, in line with its average monthly
gain over the prior 12 months,” the La-
bor Department said in a release. “Em-

Here’s Where The Jobs Are

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

ployment in professional and business
services continued to trend up in Sep-
tember (+34,000). The industry has add-
ed an average of 35,000 jobs per month
thus far in 2019, compared with 47,000
jobs per month in 2018.”

Retail trade continued its streak of loss-
es with a decline of 11,400 jobs for the
month. Since reaching a peak in January
2017, retail trade has lost 197,000 jobs.
The government also said wages in-
creased at a slower pace, up little be-
tween August and September and rising
just 2.9% over the year.

Job changes over time
12-Month Percent Change

 Health
care

Business
sssssss

Service-
providing

Goods-
producing

2014 2015 2016 2017 018 2019

Manufacturing Jobs Getting Crushed

Manufacturing jobs changes

12-month net change

W

212 213 04 15 16 207 208 2009

The U.S. manufacturing sector is not in
a good place.

The latest poor results came from the
government’s jobs report on Friday. The
Labor Department reported that manu-
facturers lost 2,000 jobs in September,
well below the 18,000 positions it added
this time last year and even below the

2,000 gain it saw in August.

All manufacturing workers

Numbersin thousands

/

m7 ms 9

Machinery and transportation manufac-
turing, which includes the production of
cars, trains and ships, have seen some of
the worst deceleration over the last year.
Machinery’s net job gains over the last
12 months slowed to just 6,000 by Sep-
tember, while transportation’s trickled to
a 23-month low of 23,000.

The fabricated metals subindustry, which
transforms metal into intermediate or
end products, lost 3,000 jobs last month.

While the manufacturing sector as a
whole has seen marked hiring since Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s oath of office, the
jobs gains have largely plateaued.

Eric Winograd, senior economist at Al-
lianceBernstein, said in a note Friday
that the president’s trade war strategies
appeared to be in part responsible for the
slowdown.

“A big part of the story for the economy
as a whole, of course, is the trade war.
We can see that in the payrolls figures
00,” Winograd wrote. “Manufacturing
has been the hardest hit industry by trade
policy and, not coincidentally, manufac-
turing employment has suffered.”

But it was more than job losses in the
manufacturing sector that turned heads
this week.

A gauge of U.S. manufacturing showed

Manufacturing jobs gains

Twelve-month net change in jobs

06 €07 €08 0

the lowest reading in more than 10 years
for September as exports dived amid the
escalated trade war. The U.S. manufac-
turing purchasing managers’ index from
the Institute for Supply Management
came in at 47.8% for September, the
lowest since June 2009, marking the sec-
ond consecutive month of contraction.
Any figure below 50% signals a contrac-
tion. (Courtesy cnbc.com)
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Trump Administration Argues Civil Rights
Law Doesn’t Cover LGBTQ Workers

Demonstrators outside the Supreme Court on Oct. 8.
(Photo/AFP via Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Trump administration urged the
Supreme Court on Tuesday to rule that
LGBTQ people can be fired because of
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity.

Where it stands: The administration’s
involvement in LGBTQ cases supple-
ments a 2-year White House playbook
to undo many protections the LGBTQ
community secured under President
Obama. One of the cases is the first to
ask the court to determine the civil rights
of transgender people, per the ACLU.
The big picture: Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act prohibits discrimination “be-
cause of sex.” The Justice Department
argued in 3 cases Tuesday that those
rules don’t ban discrimination against
LBGQ or transgender workers.

The Justice Department is at odds with
its own Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission in the case of Aimee Ste-
phens, a transgender woman who was
fired from a funeral home because she
wanted to “dress as a woman,” according
to the business owner’s testimony. The
EEOC sued on Stephens’ behalf in 2014.
What they’re saying: The administra-
tion argues that “Title VII’s protections
apply fully to transgender individuals”

when it comes to sex discrimination —
women being treated worse than men, or
vice versa — but “treating a transgender
person less favorably than a non-trans-
gender person” is not part of the law’s
protections.

«It says there is no “evidence that the fu-
neral home treated some or all biologi-
cally male employees less favorably than
similarly situated biologically female
employees.”

LGBTQ workers seek federal
protection.

The other side: “Congress wrote a broad
statute that prohibits all sex discrimina-
tion,” Chase Strangio, part of Stephens’
legal team at the ACLU and a transgen-
der activist, tells Axios. “When an em-
ployer fires someone for being transgen-
der, no matter how sex is defined, that is
discrimination because of sex.”

In 2 other cases, which were argued

together, the Trump administration says
that Title VII doesn’t cover discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation. Both
suits were filed by men who say they
were fired for being gay.

*An employer who discriminates against
employees in same-sex relationships
doesn’t violate Title VII as long as it
treats men and women in those relation-
ships the same way, their argument says.
Yes, but: 69% of Americans — and 56%
of Republicans — favor laws that would
protect LGBTQ people from job and
housing discrimination, a 2018 PRRI
survey found.

What to watch: This issue — alongside
cases on abortion access, guns and im-
migration — will likely come to a head
next summer before the 2020 presiden-
tial election.

2019’s Supreme Court cases to watch

(Photo/Getty Images)
The Supreme Court, now with a solid
conservative majority after Justice Brett
Kavanaugh’s appointment, is hearing
cases that could have significant ramifi-
cations for generations to come on issues
like immigration, LGBTQ employment
protections and abortion access.
The big picture: The high court — with
5 conservatives and 4 liberals — kept a
relatively low profile in its first term this
year. But it could hand major wins to
Republicans in 2020’s second term, em-
boldened by Kavanaugh’s appointment
and sharpening their focus as a slew of
hot-button disputes work their way up
from lower courts.

Key cases to watch this term:
Abortion: The Supreme Court agreed to
take up a case on Louisiana’s abortion
law which requires doctors to have ad-
mitting privileges at nearby hospitals to
perform an abortion.

LGBTQ workplace discrimination:

The court will hear oral arguments for
3 blockbuster cases on Oct. 8 that ques-
tion whether Title VII of the 1964 Civ-
il Rights Act prohibits employers from
discriminating against workers based on
their sexual orientation and status as a
transgender person.

Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als: The Supreme Court will hear a set
of lawsuits on Nov. 12 challenging Pres-
ident Trump’s effort to end DACA, the
Obama-era immigration program that
shields roughly 700,000 children from
deportation.

Future cases to watch:
Puerto Rico’s financial crisis: The
court will decide if the appointments to
the Financial Oversight and Manage-
ment Board for Puerto Rico were con-
stitutional. A federal appeals court pre-
viously ruled the appointments were not
constitutional because the Senate didn’t
confirm them.
Mexico border shooting: The Supreme
Court will in the fall decide whether
families of Mexican teenagers who were
fatally shot by American border agents in
Texas and Arizona can sue in U.S. courts
for damages, per the AP.
Affordable Care Act: Legal challenges
by Republicans against the ACA, which
the court upheld in 2012 and 2015, are
likely to reach the high court again.
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Results of this year’s other major cases
2020 citizenship question: The court
temporarily froze the Trump administra-
tion’s decision to add a controversial cit-
izenship question to the 2020 census in
June, causing the administration to print
the census without the question.

Apple iPhone app pricing: The court al-
lowed a massive antitrust lawsuit against
Apple to move forward in May.

ke

Partisan gerrymandering: In a move
that will allow gerrymandering to get
even more aggressive, the court said in
June that cases about partisan gerryman-
dering are “beyond the reach of the fed-
eral courts” — a blow to voting-rights
activists and Democrats.

Double jeopardy: The court decided
in June not to overrule its long-standing
decision that sometimes allows criminal
defendants to be prosecuted twice for
the same crimes — by allowing them to
be prosecuted in state and federal court.
(Courtesy axios.com)
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