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辦公室招租  Office for Rent
●位置極佳，近中國城5分鐘.
●環境高雅，安全安靜，包水電，免費高速網絡，辦公傢具
●有大型停車場。
●Great location, 5 minutes drive from Chinatown.
●Safe and quiet work place with water and electricity, 
    free high-speed Internet, office furniture. 
●There has a large parking lot.

舉辦活動最佳地點  Event rental
●場地寬敞 設備齊全 
●有大型停車場。
●The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
●Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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WORLD NEWS

(Reuters) - U.S. health officials on Thursday 
reported 805 confirmed and probable cases and 
12 deaths so far from a mysterious respiratory 
illness tied to vaping, with the outbreak showing 
no signs of losing steam.
Last week, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) reported 530 cases and 
seven deaths due to severe lung illnesses.
RELATED COVERAGE
‘Straight-up panic’: U.S. vaping crackdown sends 
some scrambling for their fix
U.S. public health officials have been investigat-
ing these illnesses, but have not linked it to any 
specific e-cigarette product.

As of Sept. 24, the confirmed deaths were report-
ed in California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indi-
ana, Kansas, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Oregon, the CDC said.
The House of Representatives began public hear-
ings about the illness this week while Massachu-
setts imposed a four-month ban on sales of all 
vaping products, including those used for tobac-
co and marijuana, which is legal in the state.
Investigators have, however, pointed to vaping 
oils containing marijuana ingredient tetrahydro-
cannabinol (THC) or vitamin E acetate, a sub-
stance used in some THC products, as a possible 
cause of these illnesses.
The increased scrutiny also prompted leading 
e-cigarette maker Juul Labs to suspend all broad-
cast, print and digital product advertising in 
the United States and bring in a longtime Altria 
Group Inc executive as its CEO.
Public health officials have advised consumers to 
quit vaping and urged those who continue using 
the devices to avoid buying such products on the 
street, using marijuana-derived oil with the prod-
ucts or modifying a store-bought vape product.

U.S. vaping-related deaths rise to 
12, illnesses climb to 805

FILE PHOTO: 
A man uses a 
vaping product 
in the Manhattan 
borough of New 
York, New York, 
U.S., September 17, 
2019. REUTERS/
Carlo Allegri

FILE PHOTO: A man uses a vape 
device in this illustration picture, 
September 19, 2019. REUTERS/Ad-
nan Abisi/File Photo



Joseph Maguire, acting director of national intelligence, is sworn in as he tes-
tifies during a House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, on Capitol 
Hill in Washington

The image of guerrilla leader and former Ayotzinapa student Vazquez is seen at a serigraph 
workshop in Tixtla

A protester is escorted by undercover police officers after he tried to stop Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam’s motorcade in Hong Kong, China September 26, 2019. REUTERS/Athit 
Perawongmetha TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Editor’s Choice

Eleven-year-old skateboarder Sky Brown poses for a portrait at a skatepark in Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia

An artisan applies finishing touches to a decorative ceiling of a pandal during prepara-
tions for the upcoming Hindu festival of Durga Puja in Kolkata

Firefighters from Bolivia’s army line up before patrolling an area where wildfires 
have destroyed hectares of forest at Rancho Grande village in Robore

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A heart-shaped Chinese flag installation ahead of the 70th founding anniversary of People’s 
Republic of China is seen on a street in Shanghai, China September 26, 2019. REUTERS/Aly 
Song TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Acting Director of National Intelligence Maguire testifies before House Intelligence Committee hearing on han-
dling of whistleblower complaint on Capitol Hill in Washington
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The MINT National Bank  
A SBA PLP Lender 
Recently Closed Loans 

SBA Loan-Motel SBA Loan-Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $3,300,000 

Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Construction/ Term 
Start Up 

Loan Amount: $4,055,000 (Total Five Loans) 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only / 2 

5 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing & Working Capital 

Conventional-Gas Station SBA Loan-Motel 
Loan Amount: $1,880,000 

Term: 20 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing 

Loan Amount: $2,500,000 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  

25 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Construction/ Term 

Start Up 

Conventional: Retail Condominiums Conventional: Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $4,350,000 

Term: 8 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Tenant Improvement/ Term 
CRE Investor Program 

Loan Amount: $3,450,000 (Total 2 Loans) 
Term: 20 Years straight payout 

Purpose: Refinance & Extra Equity for Gas 
Stations purchasing 

 

Conventional: Gas Stations Conventional: Builder line of credit 
Loan Amount: $3,780,000 

Term: 20 years straight payout  
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for 

Land Purchasing 
 

Loan Amount: $1,700,000  
Term: 12 Month Interest Only 

Purpose: SFR Construction 
Builder Line 

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact, 

Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO  

Cell Number: 713-560-1588   Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118    
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com  
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036 
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
THE DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY / TIRZ NO.3
DOWNTOWN INNOVATION SPACE

The Downtown Redevelopment Authority / TIRZ 
No.3 (the “DRA”) will receive proposals from devel-
opers, landlords, brokers and other interested parties 
for a vibrant innovation space to become the center 
of gravity for technology and entrepreneurship in the 
northern node of the Houston Innovation Corridor, 
located in TIRZ No.3 in Downtown Houston, Texas. 
Proposals will be received until 5:00 PM, local time 
on Thursday, September 19, 2019 by Robert Pieroni, 
Director of Economic Development, 2 Houston Cen-
ter, 909 Fannin, Suite 1650, Houston, Texas 77010. 
Bids received after this time will not be accepted. Re-
spective of this advertisement, telephone, mail, email 
queries or requests for information will be addressed 
by the Authority.
Beginning Monday, August 26, 2019, this project’s 
Request for Proposals (RFP) may be reviewed and 
downloaded as an electronic file from the Authority’s 
website: http://www.downtowntirz.com. A pre-sub-
mittal conference is scheduled for 2:00 PM, Thurs-
day, September 12, 2019, to be held at the Authority’s 
offices. Following this conference, queries or requests 
for information will be addressed by the Authori-
ty, pursuant to the instructions provided in the RFP. 
Based on the Proposals submitted, an evaluation DRA 
selection committee. The findings and recommenda-
tions of the selection committee will be presented to 
the full DRA Board of Directors for final approval. 
The project will not move forward without full board 
approval.
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COMMUNITY

The fastest-growing job over the 
next decade sounds like some-
thing out of a science fiction novel.                                                                                            
Solar photo-voltaic installers (or, just 
solar panel installers) will be in demand 
through 2028, according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics’ latest employment 
projections. The bureau expects today’s 
9,700 workers in the field will grow to 
15,800 over the next 10 years, or a boost 
of 63%. Those who hold the role, which 
involves assembling, installing and 
maintaining solar panel systems on roof-
tops or other structures, earn a median 
salary of over $42,000 a year Aside from 
solar panel work, the need for healthcare 
workers will also rise sharply. Home 
health aides and personal care aides top 
the list of fast-growing jobs, and median 
pay hovers at $24,000. The round-the-
clock job generally provides low pay for 
high demands — both physically and 
mentally — which is bound to become 
more common as share of the aging pop-
ulation continues to grow. Home health 
care has grown by 150% to nearly 2.3 
million workers in the past 10 years, 
according to The New York Times. Pro-
fessionals are mostly women of color, 
and about one-third are immigrants, the 
Times reports.  
Overall, the BLS projects the creation 
of 8.4 million jobs in the next 10 years, 

with an estimated 169.4 working Ameri-
cans by 2028. People age 65 and over are 
expected to stay in the workforce longer. 
Meanwhile, the share of working young 
Americans ages 16 to 24 will continue 
to decline, due to more people going to 
school as well as displaced opportuni-
ties as older workers fill jobs historically 
held by younger adults. Service-provid-
ing jobs will continue to grow, espe-
cially for those in health care and social 
assistance, private educational services 
and construction. However, retail trade, 
wholesale trade, utilities, federal gov-
ernment and manufacturing sectors are 
projected to lose jobs.

Here are the top 10 jobs expected to 
grow the most in the next 10 years, plus 
their median annual wage in 2018:

1. Solar photo-voltaic installers

Median annual wage: $42,680
Projected growth: 63%

2. Wind turbine service technicians

Median annual wage: $54,370
Projected growth: 57%

3. Home health aides

Median annual wage: $24,200
Projected growth: 37%

4. Personal care aides

Median annual wage: $24,020
Projected growth: 36%

5. Occupational therapy assistants
Median annual wage: $60,220

Projected growth: 33%                                                                                                  

6. Information security analysts                     

Median annual wage: $98,350
Projected growth: 32%

7. Physician assistants
 

Median annual wage: $108,610
Projected growth: 31%

8. Statisticians

Median annual wage: $87,780
Projected growth: 31%

9. Nurse practitioners

Median annual wage:$107,030
Projected growth: 28%

10. Speech-language pathologists

Median annual wage: $77,510
Projected growth: 27% 
(Courtesy https://www.cnbc.com )

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The 10 Fastest-Growing Jobs Of The
 Next Decade—And What They Pay

(Photo/Getty Images)
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BUSINESS
Juul’s campaign to convince America 
it does not target kids to vape is getting 
crushed by lawmakers, attorney generals 
and the media. The backlash is wicked 
— and widespread: 
Driving the news: Attorneys general 
from Illinois and Washington, D.C. are 
launching new investigations into Juul, 
and how the company’s e-cigarettes be-
came so popular with young people, re-
ports AP. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention also issued a formal 
warning on Friday against the broad use 
of e-cigarettes and recommended users 
avoid buying bootlegged vaping prod-
ucts.
The Connecticut attorney general an-
nounced an investigation into Juul’s 
health claims and appeal to young peo-
ple. In May, North Carolina’s attorney 
general sued Juul “for designing, mar-
keting, and selling its e-cigarettes to at-
tract young people.”

A year ago, the attorney general from 
Massachusetts launched a probe into ac-
cusations that Juul markets and sells to 
minors.
The Trump administration has followed 
up tough talk with real action, Axios’ Sam 
Baker tells me: The FDA is still moving 
forward with tight limits on e-cigarette 
sales, even over the objections of conser-
vatives who say it’s too much regulation 
from a Republican administration. On 
April, 11 Democratic senators (includ-
ing Elizabeth Warren) sent Juul a letter 
demanding data and documents about 
“hooking an entire new generation” via 
its “highly addictive nicotine.” Sen. Dick 
Durbin of Illinois, the lead senator on the 
letter, wasn’t satisfied by Juul’s 22-page 
response, and continued to blast Juul’s 
“PR campaign.”

Juul is asking policymakers to distin-
guish between its past and present.

Juul CEO Kevin Burns wrote in a Wash-
ington Post op-ed in March that after 
FDA objections, “we stopped the sale 
of flavored Juul pods to traditional retail 
stores, enhanced our online age-verifi-
cation process, strengthened our retailer 
compliance, and exited our Facebook 
and Instagram accounts.” Federal re-

searchers said in December that in an an-
nual survey of American teenagers, 21% 
of high-school seniors “said they had 
vaped within the past 30 days — about 
double the level from the year before,” 
the N.Y. Times reported.

 

Juul has about 75% market share, based 

on Nielsen convenience store data.
A front-page article in Saturday’s Wash-
ington Post reported that some teens re-
fer to school bathrooms as “Juul rooms”:
“As e-cigarettes have skyrocketed in 
popularity, ... pediatricians report see-
ing teens who behave less like tobacco 
users and more like patients with sub-
stance-abuse disorders.”
Many e-cigarettes, “including Juul, al-
low users to ingest far more nicotine than 
they would with traditional cigarettes.”
A devastating analogy in the Post sto-
ry: “[E]ven though many teens assume 
e-cigarettes are safe, some turn up with 
signs of nicotine toxicity, a condition 
previously seen in young children who 
accidentally ingested nicotine gum.”
“These kids have behaviors that we often 
see in patients who have opioid or mari-

juana addiction,” Sharon Levy of Boston 
Children’s Hospital told The Post.
Addiction treatment specialists told The 
Post that some kids resort “to stealing 
from their parents or selling e-cigarette 
paraphernalia to support their habits.”
A congressional hearing last week ex-
plored parallels between marketing by 
Juul and Big Tobacco, with a Stanford 
expert testifying that Juul’s “early mar-
keting (2015-early 2016) was patently 
youth oriented.”
Dr. Robert Jackler, a surgeon and Stan-
ford professor who launched a group to 
study the impact of tobacco advertising, 
testified that Juul “saturated social media 
channels frequented by underage teens ... 
which led to viral peer to peer promotion 
... on youth oriented social media, espe-
cially Instagram.”

Juul’s view ... James Monsees, co-found-
er and chief product officer of Juul, said 
in his opening statement at last week’s 
congressional hearing:
“When minors use our product, far from 
benefiting our business, it causes direct 
harm. Indeed, the single biggest risk to 
our company is that unabated growth in 
underage usage will cause us to lose our 
ability to reach our true intended market 
of adult smokers.”
In a response for this article, Juul’s Ted 
Kwong told Axios: “JUUL Labs exists 
to help adult smokers switch from com-
bustible cigarettes, which are still the 
leading cause of preventable death in the 
world and we do not want non-nicotine 
users to buy JUUL products. We share 
these serious concerns about youth vap-
ing.”  (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Industry Leader Juul Denies Targeting Kids

America’s Vaping Crisis
Raises It’s Ugly Head
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