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WORLD NEWS

Dorian heads for Florida, could become
highly dangerous Category 4 hurricane

MIAMI (Reuters) - Hurricane Dorian is forecast to
strengthen and become a highly dangerous Category 4
hurricane on Sunday, threatening the Atlantic coast of
central and south Florida where authorities canceled some
commercial flights on Thursday and planned precautions
at rocket launch sites along the Space Coast.

Spurred on by warm late-summer waters, Dorian is pre-
dicted to pack winds reaching 130 mph (209 kph) in 72
hours, the Miami-based National Hurricane Center said.
That would make it a Category 4 storm, the second-stron-
gest on the Saffir-Simpson scale for measuring hurricane
intensity.

Florida’s most deadly and destructive hurricanes

The center describes Category 4 storms as capable of
causing “catastrophic damage” including severe damage to
well-built homes. It said in such storms, “Most trees will be
snapped or uprooted and power poles downed.”

Dorian is likely to make landfall on Florida’s eastern coast
on Monday before lingering over central Florida on Tues-
day, the hurricane center said. The storm could affect big
population centers as well as major Florida tourist destina-
tions.

Currently a Category 1 hurricane, Dorian was head-

ed toward the Bahamas on Thursday after sideswiping
Caribbean islands without doing major damage. Dorian

is expected to strengthen and slam the Bahamas and the
southeastern United States with rain, strong winds and
life-threatening surf over the next few days.

Dorian was packing maximum sustained winds of 85 miles
per hour (137 km per hour) on Thursday morning some
220 miles (355 km) north-northwest of San Juan, and
about 370 miles (600 km) east of the Bahamas, the hurri-
cane center said.

U.S. President Donald Trump urged Floridians to heed
official warnings. Governor Ron DeSantis declared a state
of emergency on Wednesday and asked residents along
the east coast to stock up with at least seven days worth of
supplies such as food and water.

“Hurricane Dorian looks like it will be hitting Florida late
Sunday night;” Trump wrote on Twitter. “Be prepared and
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please follow State and Federal instructions, it will be a very
big Hurricane, perhaps one of the biggest!”

Jim McKnight, city manager of Cocoa Beach on central
Florida’s Atlantic coast, made sure construction sites were
secured with possible dangers like scaffolding taken down
to prevent flying objects.

Hurricane Dorian is shown in this photo taken by NASA’
Terra satellite MODIS instrument as it nears St. Thomas and
the U.S. Virgin Islands as it continues its track toward Flor- _' :
ida’s east coast August 28, 2019. NASA Worldview, Earth
Observing System Data and Information System (EOSDIS)/
Handout via REUTERS

“We're worried. This is not looking good for us. We woke
up a lot more scared than we went to bed last night, and the
news is not getting any better;” said Angela Johnson, 39, bar _
manager at Coconuts On The Beach, a Cocoa Beach bar and gi&= £
restaurant on the town’s surfing beach. ,
The biggest hurricane to have come ashore in the area in
recent history was Jeanne in 2004, which made land around
Port St. Lucie as a Category 3 storm.

EXTREMELY DANGEROUS

“Dorian is expected to become a major hurricane on Friday,
and remain an extremely dangerous hurricane through the
weekend,” the hurricane center said, warning of an increas-
ing likelihood of life-threatening storm surge along portions
of Florida’s east coast late in the weekend.

Two flights from the Orlando International Airport to Puer-
to Rico were canceled, and travelers were urged to monitor
local storm forecasts and check with airlines for any more
flight cancellations.

missions from a launchpad and into a building to take shelter
during Dorian’s likely impact.

Nearby towns were checking storm drains and back-up genera-
tors for waste-water plants as well as setting up round-the-clock
shifts for emergency personnel.

The University of Central Florida, one of the largest U.S. univer-
sities by student population, said its main campus in Orlando

The Cape Canaveral space center said it would close Sat- will close on Friday afternoon.
urday afternoon with a skeleton team of roughly 100 staff
staying behind in the launch control room to monitor the

storm and the site’s aerospace assets.

The storm was forecast to approach on Saturday the northwest
of the Bahamas, a popular tourist spot, the hurricane center said.
Officials of the nation’s northernmost island Grand Bahamas
urged residents on Wednesday evening to secure houses and
businesses immediately.

NASA’s Kennedy Space Center said it would move a 400-
foot (122-meter) tall, $650-million mobile launcher struc-
ture used to assemble the agency’s rocket for future moon
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A Palestinian boy bids farewell to his uncle, before the boy leaves Gaza

with his mother, at Rafah border crossing in the southern Gaza Strip
U.S. President Donald Trump attends a joint press conference with French President Emmanuel Macron (not

seen) at the end of the G7 summit in Biarritz, France, August 26, 2019. Picture taken August 26, 2019. REU-
TERS/Christian Hartmann TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Southern separatist fighters are pictured during clashes with government forces in Aden, Ye-
men August 29, 2019. REUTERS/Fawaz Salman TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Spanish director Pedro Almodovar is presented with the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement
honour at the 76th Venice Film Festival in Venice

Relatives hold portraits of servicemen, killed in conflict in eastern Ukraine as they attend

Women in procession dance outside a slavery memorial site near the Bodo river in Kanga Nianze f . Kriiee
arally in front of the Russian embassy in Kiev

village, in Tiassale, Ivory Coast, July 21, 2019. Men and women captured in Ivory Coast and sold
into slavery 400 years ago would take their final bath in the river before being loaded onto ships.

) ) ) ) o ) o A demonstrator holds a banner, during an anti-Brexit protest, outside the Houses of
Senior leaders assigned to the U.S. Army’s 3rd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), partici-  parliament in London

pate in a training during a tactical leader’s exercise at Eglin Air Force Base
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London To Host First
MLB Games In Europe

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Yankees and Red Sox will meet
twice at London Stadium this weekend
in the first Major League Baseball games
ever played in Europe.

Why it matters: Since taking office
four years ago, MLB commissioner Rob
Manfred has vowed to increase base-
ball’s international presence, and the
London Series is the league’s most am-
bitious effort yet.

*Previous trips abroad included Japan
and Mexico, both of which have robust
baseball cultures. By comparison, most
people in the U.K. know next to nothing
about the sport, something MLB views
as both a challenge and an opportunity.
Details: MLB is making baseball edu-
cation a priority this weekend, while also
ensuring that fans get the true “ballpark
experience.”

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

*Education: Explanations of certain
plays will appear on the scoreboard, and
concession stands will sell portable ra-
dios to help confused spectators follow
along.

*Experience: Groundskeepers will
dance to “Y.M.C.A.” ... Fans will sing
“Sweet Caroline” ... “The Freeze” is fly-
ing in from Atlanta to chase down some
fans ... There will be a mascot race be-
tween Freddie Mercury, Winston Chur-
chill, King Henry VIII and the Loch
Ness Monster.

Also, get this: Vendors walking up and
down the aisle is a foreign concept to
most Londoners, so concession workers
have been trained on how to make fans
feel comfortable paying from their seats.
“We’re going to ask people to
hand their money down the row of

strangers and then have a bag of pea-
nuts tossed over to them by a hawker.
That’s not something they’re used to.”
—~Charlie Hill, VP of MLB Interna-
tional (Via NYT)
Where they’ll be playing:

(Photo/PA Images via Getty Images)
London Stadium is a 60,000 seat sta-
dium in the Stratford district that was
built for the 2012 Summer Olympics and
is currently home to West Ham United of
the English Premier League.

*”The area on the ground, including the
running track, is so vast that it required
141,900 square feet of artificial turf, im-
ported from France, to cover it, plus the
infield dirt and clay shipped in from Slip-
pery Rock, Pa,”(NYT)

*”One unique feature is that home plate
will be on one side of the oval — not one
of the ends — creating vast amounts of
foul territory. Most fields in oval-shaped
stadiums, like the old Polo Grounds and
Olympic Stadium in Montreal, had home
plate tucked into one end, or in a corner.”

Related
Baseball’s ‘Season Of Extremes’

Robot Umpires Are
Coming To Baseball

THE DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY /TIRZ NO.3
DOWNTOWN INNOVATION SPACE

An electronic radar system called Track-
Man will soon be calling balls and strikes
in the Atlantic League, an independent
East Coast league that has emerged as
MLB’s testing ground for new rules and
equipment initiatives.

Driving the news: The first step in this
adventure began last Thursday at parks
in Bridgewater, N.J. (Somerset Patriots)
and New Britain, Conn. (New Britain
Bees).

°In a simple test to make sure that
TrackMan data could be successfully
transmitted and understood, home plate
umpires were fitted with earpieces that
relayed calls to them one-tenth of a sec-
ond after the ball crossed the plate.
*The umpires were told to still call
“their” strike zone, leading to some

confusion when their call didn’t match
Trackman’s. When this goes live next
month, they’ll be going with whatever
TrackMan says.
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The intrigue: Major League Baseball
will be watching this experiment closely.
A few things they’ll be looking for:
eHow will hitters react when a pitch
they think is a ball is called a strike by
TrackMan? And how will pitchers react
when the opposite is true?

*How easily can the zone can be adjust-
ed so that it’s accurate from batter to bat-
ter, depending on their height and batting
stance?

*And most importantly, will umpires
be invested enough in each pitch to fill

the still-important role of calling things
like checked swings and managing the
flow of the game?

The big picture: In a world of instant
replays and booth reviews, it’s not hard
to imagine MLB eventually going this
route. Should that day come, consider its
impact on umpires and catchers, in par-
ticular:

Umpires: On one hand, they might
be paid less as a result of their jobs be-
coming easier. Then again, maybe they
wouldn’t be — all while never having to
be yelled at again.

eCatchers: “Framing” (getting bor-
derline pitches called for strikes) has
become one of baseball’s most highly
coveted baseball skills. TrackMan would
make it a complete non-factor overnight.
(Courtesy axios.com)

The MINT National Bank

The Downtown Redevelopment Authority / TIRZ
No.3 (the “DRA”) will receive proposals from devel-
opers, landlords, brokers and other interested parties
for a vibrant innovation space to become the center
of gravity for technology and entrepreneurship in the
northern node of the Houston Innovation Corridor,
located in TIRZ No.3 in Downtown Houston, Texas.
Proposals will be received until 5:00 PM, local time
on Thursday, September 19, 2019 by Robert Pieroni,
Director of Economic Development, 2 Houston Cen-
ter, 909 Fannin, Suite 1650, Houston, Texas 77010.
Bids received after this time will not be accepted. Re-
spective of this advertisement, telephone, mail, email
queries or requests for information will be addressed
by the Authority.

Beginning Monday, August 26, 2019, this project’s
Request for Proposals (RFP) may be reviewed and
downloaded as an electronic file from the Authority’s
website: http://www.downtowntirz.com. A pre-sub-
mittal conference is scheduled for 2:00 PM, Thurs-
day, September 12, 2019, to be held at the Authority’s
offices. Following this conference, queries or requests
for information will be addressed by the Authori-

ty, pursuant to the instructions provided in the RFP.
Based on the Proposals submitted, an evaluation DRA
selection committee. The findings and recommenda-
tions of the selection committee will be presented to
the full DRA Board of Directors for final approval.
The project will not move forward without full board
approval.

A SBA PLP Lender

Recently Closed Loans

SBA Loan-Motel

SBA Loan-Gas Stations

Loan Amount; $3,300,000
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /
25 Years Straight payout
Purpose: Construction/ Term
Start Up

Conventional-Gas Station

Loan Amount; $1,880,000
Term: 20 Years Straight payout
Purpose: Purchasing

Loan Amount; $4,350,000
Term: 8 Month Interest Only /
25 Years Straight payout
Purpose: Tenant Improvement/ Term
CRE Investor Program

Conventional: Gas Stations

Loan Amount; $3,780,000
Term: 20 years straight payout
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for
Land Purchasing

Conventional: Gas Stations

Conventional: Retail Condominiums

Loan Amount: $4,055,000 (Total Five Loans)
Term: 12 Month Interest Only / 2
5 Years Straight payout
Purpose: Purchasing & Working Capital

SBA Loan-Motel

Loan Amount; $2,500,000
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /
25 Years Straight payout
Purpose: Construction/ Term
Start Up

Loan Amount: $3,450,000 (Total 2 Loans)
Term: 20 Years straight payout
Purpose: Refinance & Extra Equity for Gas
Stations purchasing

Conventional: Builder line of credit

Loan Amount; $1,700,000
Term: 12 Month Interest Only
Purpose: SFR Construction
Builder Line

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact,

Ringo Kwan president of International MINT LPO

Cell Number: 713-560-1588
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com

Office Number: 281-568-3888 ext. 1118

Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339
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As automation gnaws at the economy, For-
tune 500 companies have come out with
training programs to prepare their workers
for a future in which their jobs change sig-
nificantly — or cease to exist at all.

Why it matters: Alongside those pro-
grams, a for-profit, training-as-a-service in-
dustry is emerging — firms that will come
into your company and train everyone for
you. Amazon, with its troves of data and
cash, may be best positioned to dominate
this new reskilling-in-a-box business.

The big picture: Around 90 million
American workers will require some degree
of new training to hold onto their jobs in the
near future, says Andy Van Kleunen, CEO
of the National Skills Coalition. “But com-
panies and governments have barely figured
out how to close skills gaps.”

“We know how to take someone with a col-
lege degree and teach them machine learn-
ing,” he says. “Taking someone who’s read-
ing at an 8th grade level and training them
foran IT _]Ob” is much more d1ﬁicult

The field of companies in the reskilling
game is relatively narrow. “There are a cou-
ple of examples of bootcamps that are fo-
cused on a small set of tech skills,” but that’s
it, says Matt Sigelman, head of Burning
Glass Technologies, a labor analytics firm.
Driving the news: Amazon announced
last week that it is putting $700 million
into training 100,000 employees, a third of
its U.S. workforce, over the next six years.
Broken down, that totals just $1,077 per
worker per year.

The bigger bet for Amazon — with its histo-
ry of monetizing shipping, warehousing and
data storage — would be to design a model

1979-2019
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Can Amazon Save America
From Automation?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

that works for training and sell it to dozens
of other firms.

Amazon training-in-a-box: Amazon
tells Axios that it is focusing only on its
own employees and is not out to create a
standalone service for other firms. But ex-
perts say the signs — and logic — are there
for the e-commerce giant to launch such a
business, as it has already done with Mar-
ketplace, Fulfillment by Amazon and AWS.
It arguably has already gotten started: Am-
azon has rolled out one of its training pro-
grams, Career Choice, to several companies
across 13 countries. Through the program,
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it partners with community colleges to train
Amazon workers and place them in jobs
ranging from dental hygienist to plumber to
web developer.

Its advantage over other training companies
is the same it has in other fights — data.
The e-commerce giant can curate its train-
ing “on a warehouse-by-warehouse basis
based on the data it has” on its massive
pool of employees, says Sigelman, Burning
Glass CEO.

It also knows what sorts of programs are
most effective and how large or small the
skills jumps are between certain jobs, he
says.
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The other side: “Selling commodities is
easier to scale than training human beings,”
says Van Kleunen, National Skills Coalition
CEO.

If Amazon or other firms want to offer
such services, “there’s a publicly-funded
infrastructure of community colleges and
schools that will be required to pull that
off,” he added.

The bottom line: The potential market
is huge. Per an analysis by the World Eco-
nomic Forum, the cost to retrain 77% of
U.S. workers at risk of displacement is $20
billion. (Courtesy axios.com)

Related

European Union Opens
Antitrust Probe Of Amazon

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos.
AFP/Getty Images)
The EU said last Wednesday it would inves-
tigate how Amazon creates products, like
AmazonBasics batteries or Solimo brand
razors, that compete with offerings from
outside merchants on its site.
Why it matters: It’s a major new wave of
scrutiny for the retail giant at a time when it
is also under fire in the U.S.
Driving the news: Amazon’s critics have
expressed concern that the company can
use the data it gathers on merchants using
its platform to develop its own house-brand
products.
Then, critics say, Amazon, can give those
products prime placement on the site.
EU Commissioner Margrethe Vestager said
in a statement Wednesday that she had “de-
cided to take a very close look at Amazon’s

(Photo/

business practices and its dual role as mar-
ketplace and retailer, to assess its compli-
ance with EU competition rules.” (Courtesy
axios.com)

The EU’s Amazon case could now help
lay groundwork for growing interest
among other regulators in investigating
parts of a company that has a presence in
many sectors. (Photo/Bloomberg News)
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