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WASHINGTON/BEIJING (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump on Fri-
day lashed back at a new round of Chinese tariffs by heaping an additional 
5% duty on some $550 billion in targeted Chinese goods in the latest tit-for-
tat trade war escalation by the world’s two largest economies.
FILE PHOTO: Containers are seen at the Yangshan Deep Water Port in 
Shanghai, China August 6, 2019. REUTERS/Aly Song
Trump’s move, announced on Twitter, came hours after China unveiled re-
taliatory tariffs on $75 billion worth of U.S. goods, prompting the president 
earlier in the day to demand U.S. companies move their operations out of 
China.
The intensifying U.S.-China trade war stoked market fears that the global 
economy will tip into recession, sending U.S. stocks into a tailspin, with the 
Nasdaq Composite .IXIC down 3%, and the S&P 500 .SPX down 2.6%.
U.S. Treasury yields also declined as investors sought safe-haven assets, 
and crude oil, targeted for the first time by Chinese tariffs, fell sharply.
Trump’s tariff response was announced after markets closed on Friday, 
leaving potentially more damage for next week.
“Sadly, past Administrations have allowed China to get so far ahead of 
Fair and Balanced Trade that it has become a great burden to the American 
Taxpayer,” Trump said on Twitter. “As President, I can no longer allow this 
to happen!”
China warns U.S. to stop ‘wrong’ trade actions or face consequences
China to raise import tariffs on U.S. scrap copper, aluminum from Decem-
ber 15
See more stories
He said the United States would raise its existing tariffs on $250 billion 
worth of Chinese imports to 30% from the current 25% beginning on Oct. 1, 
the 70th anniversary of the founding of the communist People’s Republic of 
China.
At the same time, Trump announced an increase in planned tariffs on the re-
maining $300 billion worth of Chinese goods to 15% from 10%. The United 
States will begin imposing those tariffs on some products starting Sept. 1, 
but tariffs on about half of those goods have been delayed until Dec. 15.
The U.S. Trade Representative’s office confirmed the effective dates, but 
said it would conduct a public comment period before imposing the 30% 
tariff rate on Oct. 1.
U.S. business groups reacted angrily to the new tariff hike.
“It’s impossible for businesses to plan for the future in this type of environ-
ment. The administration’s approach clearly isn’t working, and the answer 
isn’t more taxes on American businesses and con- sumers. Where does 
this end?” said David French, a senior vice president for the National Retail 
Federation.
Trump is due to meet leaders of the G7 major economies at a summit this 
weekend in France, where trade tensions will be among the hottest discus-
sion topics.

The president’s announcement, which followed an Oval Office meeting with 
his advisers, fits a pattern of swift retaliation since the trade dispute with 
China started more than a year ago.
“He decided he wanted to respond. He was given a few different options on 
things he could do and ultimately that was what he decided,” a senior White 
House official said.
“He’s not taking this stuff lightly, but he’s in a fine mood and looking for-
ward to the G7.”
Another person familiar with the matter said officials had to scramble 
tocome up with options after Trump caught them offguard with tweets 
promising a response in the afternoon.
Since taking office in 2017, Trump has demanded that China make sweep-
ing changes to its economic policies to end theft and forced transfers of 
American intellectual property, curb industrial subsidies, open its markets to 
American companies and increase purchases of U.S. goods.
China denies Trump’s accusations of unfair trade practices and has resisted 
concessions to Washington.
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FILE PHOTO: Containers are seen at the Yangshan Deep Water Port in Shanghai, China August 6, 2019. REU-
TERS/Aly Song

The stakes are high: U.S. companies invested 
a total of $256 billion in China between 1990 
and 2017, compared with $140 billion Chinese 
companies have invested in the United States, 
according to estimates by the Rhodium Group 
research institute.
Some U.S. companies had been shifting oper-
ations out of China even before the tit-for-tat 
tariff trade war began more than a year ago. 
But winding down operations and shifting 

production out of China completely would take 
time. Further, many U.S. companies such as 
those in the aerospace, services and retail sectors 
would be sure to resist pressure to leave a market 
that is not only huge but growing.
Unlike China, the United States does not have a 
centrally planned economy. So what legal action 
can the president take to compel American com-
panies to do his bidding?
Trump does have some powerful tools that 
would not require approval from U.S. 
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States 
on Friday announced the deployment of 1,500 
troops to the Middle East, describing it as an ef-
fort to bolster defenses against Iran as it accused 
the country’s Revolutionary Guards of direct 
responsibility for this month’s tanker attacks.

President Donald Trump’s administration also 
invoked the threat from Iran to declare a national 
security-related emergency that would clear 
the sale of billions of dollars’ worth of weapons 
to Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
other countries without required congressional 
approval.he actions were the latest by the Trump 
administration as it highlights what it sees as a 
threat of potential attack by Iran, and follows 
decisions to speed the deployment of an aircraft 
carrier strike group as well as send bombers and 
additional Patriot missiles to the Middle East.
RELATED COVERAGE
Russia could take new U.S. troop deployment to 
U.N. security council: lawmaker
Pentagon accuses Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
over tanker attacks
The deployments, decried by Iran as escalatory, 
have come amid a freeze in direct communica-
tion between the United States and Iran that has 
raised concerns about the increasing risk of an 
inadvertent conflict.
Trump, however, described the latest deploy-
ments as defensive, in nature. The 1,500 troops 
include personnel manning missile defense 
systems, aerial surveillance to spot threats and 
engineers to fortify defenses. It also includes a 
fighter jet squadron.

“We want to have protection in the Middle East. 
We’re going to be sending a relatively small num-
ber of troops, mostly protective,” Trump said as 

U.S. deploys more troops to Middle 
East, blames Iran for tanker attacks

he left the White House for a trip to Japan.
The decision on troops marks a reversal of 
sorts for Trump, who only on Thursday said 
he thought no more forces were needed. 
Trump has sought to detangle the U.S. mili-
tary from open-ended conflicts in places like 
Syria and Afghanistan.
The deployment is relatively small compared 
with the about 70,000 American troops now 
stationed across a region that stretches from 
Egypt to Afghanistan. In addition, some 600 
of the 1,500 “new” troops are already in the 
Middle East manning Patriot missiles, but will 
see their deployments extended.
Still, the Democratic lawmaker who heads 
the House Armed Services Committee, Adam 
Smith, said the deployment “appears to be a 
blatant and heavy-handed move to further 
escalate tensions with Iran.”
Eager to avoid escalation with Iran amid 
already heightened tensions, Pentagon officials 
stressed the defensive nature of the deploy-
ment in a news briefing and noted that none 
of the troops would be heading to hot spots 
like Iraq or Syria.
An F/A-18F Super Hornet from the “Patriots” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies 
over the U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, May 22, 
2019. Picture taken . Garrett LaBarge/U.S. 
Navy/Handout via REUTERS
At the same time, the U.S. State Department 

An F/A-18F Super Hornet from the “Patriots” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies 
over the U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, May 22, 
2019. Picture taken May 22, 2019. Garrett La-
Barge/U.S. Navy/Handout via REUTERS

informed Congress that it will go ahead 
with 22 arms deals worth some $8 billion, 
congressional aides said, sweeping aside a 
long-standing precedent for congressional 
review of such sales.
Some lawmakers and congressional aides 
had warned earlier this week that Trump, 
frustrated with Congress holding up 
weapons sales like a major deal to sell 
Raytheon Co precision-guided munitions 
to Saudi Arabia, was considering using the 
loophole to go ahead with the sale.
ATTACKS ON TANKERS
Rear Admiral Michael Gilday, the direc-
tor of the Joint Staff, on Friday described 
U.S. intelligence portraying a new Iranian 
“campaign” that used old tactics, and 
stretched from Iraq to Yemen to the wa-

ters in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital maritime 
chokepoint for the global oil trade.
“We believe with a high degree of confidence 
that this stems back to the leadership of Iran 
at the highest levels and that all of the attacks 
that I mentioned have been attributed to Iran 
through their proxies or their forces,” he said.
Gilday accused Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) of being directly re-
sponsible for attacks on tankers off the United 
Arab Emirates earlier this month, in what 
could be a foreshadowing of the conclusion of 
ongoing investigations into the incident.
“The attack against the shipping in Fujairah, 
we attribute it to the IRGC,” Gilday said, 
explaining that the Pentagon attributed limpet 
mines used in the attack directly to the IRGC.
He declined to describe “the means of deliv-
ery” of the mines, however.



Horse Racing - Derby Festival - Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom, Britain -  
Anthony Van Dyck ridden by Seamie Heffernan in action before winning the 
4.30 Investec Derby Stakes Action Images via Reuters/Matthew Childs TPX 
IMAGES OF THE DAY

Soccer Football - Premier League - Sheffield United v Leicester City - Bramall Lane, Shef-
field, Britain - August 24, 2019 Leicester City’s Jamie Vardy celebrates scoring their first 
goal REUTERS/David Klein EDITORIAL
 USE ONLY. No use with unauthorized audio, video, data, fixture lists, club/league logos 
or “live” services. Online in-match use limited to 75 images, no video emulation. No use in 
betting, games or single club/league/player publications. Please contact your account rep-

People attend the Inauguration ceremony of the new President of El Salvador Nayib Bukele 
at the Capitan General Gerardo Barrios square in San Salvador, El Salvador  REUTERS/Jose 
Cabezas TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Horse Racing - Derby Festival - Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom, Britain - General view of a racego-
er asleep on the grass REUTERS/Peter Nicholls TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

People chant slogans as they set on fire the representation of India, Israel and U.S. flags 
in a rally, marking al-Quds Day, (Jerusalem Day), during the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan in Peshawar, Pakistan  REUTERS/Fayaz Aziz TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Horse Racing - Derby Festival - Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom, Britain - Spec-
tators react during the 3.45 Investec Wealth & Investment Handicap REUTERS/
Peter Nicholls 

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

U.S. President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron attend a lunch ahead 
of the G7 summit in Biarritz, France August 24, 2019. REUTERS/Carlos Barria TPX IMAGES 
OF THE DAY

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) walks to make a drink in support of One Fair Wage at The Queensboro 
restaurant in the Queens borough of New York
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Overview
The following remark were made 
by U.S. Secretary of Transportation                 
Elaine L. Chao On the 20th Anni-
versary of the International Lead-
ership Foundation 2019 Leadership 
and Business Conference Scholarship                        
Awards Gala Thursday, July 25, 2019 

in Washington, D.C.
“Thank you, Dr. Hsu [Paul], for that 

warm welcome.   
“Congratulations to ILF and its founder  
Chiling Tong on its 20th anniversary.  
Along with Norm Mineta, I have been 
an honorary co-chair of the ILF when I 
was in the private sector.  In the 20 years 
since its founding, ILF has flourished 
and offered so many enriching experi-
ences in mainstream America to so many 
Asian Pacific American young people in 
their career and personal development.  
“The ILF galas are always such wonder-

ful occasions to recognize and celebrate 
the contributions of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans to our country.  They are also so im-
pressive because they are attended by so 
many distinguished leaders from across 
the country who are forging new paths 
for Asian Pacific Americans in their 
communities.  Tonight is no exception – 
and I want to also congratulate the Asian 
Pacific American leaders from the pub-
lic, private and non-profit sectors being 
recognized tonight.  And many thanks 
to Mary Millben for delighting us again 
this year with such a beautiful rendition 
of “America the Beautiful.”
“As you know, throughout my career 
in public service, I have worked to help 
Asian Pacific Americans—and other tra-
ditionally underserved communities—
access opportunities in mainstream 
America.  And I have made consistent 
efforts to highlight the contributions of 
Asian Pacific Americans. 
“This year on May 10, 2019 at Prom-
ontory Summit, Utah, I had the unique 
privilege to fully acknowledge and rec-
ognize the contributions and sacrifices 
of the 12,000 laborers of Chinese heri-
tage who helped build one of America’s 
greatest pieces of infrastructure: the 
transcontinental railroad -- 150 years 
after its completion.  It was especially 
noteworthy that this tribute was made by 
the first Secretary of Transportation of 
Chinese ancestry.  
“The achievements of these 12,000 Chi-
nese laborers was even more poignant 
given that they did not have the opportu-
nity to bring their families with them or 
to become citizens of the United States.    
“America has moved forward since those 
days to become the diverse country it is 
today.  The most recent estimate shows 
the Asian Pacific American community 
is nearly 7% of our country’s popula-

tion—or about 23 million strong.  
“As our community has grown in num-
bers, we are increasingly contributing to 
the economic vitality and cultural diver-
sity of our country.  As you may know, 
our economy is booming.  The tax cuts 
and deregulatory policies of this Admin-
istration have jump started the economy. 
The U.S. economy grew 3.1 percent in 
the first quarter of 2019.  The nation-
al unemployment rate of 3.7 percent is 
about the lowest in 50 years. The unem-
ployment rate within the Asian American 
community is at 2.1 percent, the lowest 
ever since this figure was recorded.   
“Asian Pacific Americans have branched 
out to every field in mainstream Amer-
ica.  And Asian Pacific Americans have 
also distinguished themselves in military 
service.  On January 29, 2019, I partici-
pated in a moving ceremony conferring 
the Congressional Gold Medal on the 
Chinese American veterans of World 
War II.  
“The progress made by Asian Pacific 
Americans in mainstream America is a 
testament to the values our community 
holds dear, especially our emphasis on 
strong families, hard work and the value 
of a quality education. 
“As we authenticate and celebrate our 
contributions to this country, let me 
mention an issue which I have heard 
from many Chinese Americans across 
all social and economic strata and that 
is the growing anxiety at the specter of 
ethnic profiling.  As the relationship be-
tween the U.S. and China becomes more 
complex, many Chinese-Americans are 
growing increasingly anxious about how 
their ethnicity affects their acceptance in 
the United States.  
“My own family was recently the subject 
of malicious political partisan attacks 
that would not have occurred if our last 
name were “Smith” and if we came from 
England.   I’ve been criticized by the 
“mainstream” media for including my 
father at some official appearances and 
social or ceremonial events, and for at-
tending certain non-governmental events 
in my personal capacity with my father.  
Occasions such as these are not unusual 

for Cabinet members.  This also reflects 
a deliberate mischaracterization of our 
Asian value of traditional respect for our 
parents - filial piety.  
“As our community grows in numbers, 
we have the chance to explain and inform 
others of our Asian values.  I used to be 
reluctant or shy to do so, in an effort to 
blend in.  Perhaps it’s age or maybe it’s 
because our country is becoming more 
diverse which is more emboldening….  I 
have a few words:  1)  Be strong.   2)  I 
will always fight for our community.  3) 
Our community must not be afraid in as-
serting our contributions to America, and 
in sharing our cultural values and how 
they make our country stronger.
 “So kudos to you for being here tonight, 
and to what you do in your communities 
to highlight the talents of our communi-
ty and its contributions to mainstream 
America.  
“Good night. “

  Related
U.S. Senate Passes Bipartisan Duck-
worth-Hirono Bill To Honor Chi-

nese-American WWII Veterans

Memorial Day Observance in New 
York City by American Legion                                                                    
Lt. B.R. Kim Lau Chinese Memorial 

Post 1291
[WASHINGTON, DC- SEPTEMBER 
14, 2018] – The U.S. Senate unani-
mously approved legislation last year 
introduced by U.S. Senators Tammy 
Duckworth (D-IL) and Mazie Hirono 
(D-HI) to recognize the tremendous 
contributions made by more than 13,000 
Chinese-American World War II Veter-
ans. The Chinese American World War 
II Veterans Congressional Gold Medal 
Act will authorize Congress to award the 
highest civilian honor – a Congressional 
Gold Medal – to these dedicated Veter-
ans, including the approximately 50 Chi-
nese-American WWII Veterans who call 

Illinois home.
“Despite facing outright discrimination, 
more than 13,000 brave Chinese Amer-
icans volunteered to risk their lives to 
protect their fellow Americans during 
World War II,” said Duckworth. “I’m 
proud my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle have chosen to recognize this 
brave group of Veterans’ unwavering 
commitment and honor them with a Con-
gressional Gold Medal.”

Chinese-American Veterans in WWII
“During World War II, Chinese Amer-
icans served our country honorably 
while experiencing discrimination here 
at home,” said Hirono. “I thank my 
Senate colleagues for passing this legis-
lation, which gets us one step closer to 
ensuring that these veterans receive this 
long-overdue recognition for their brave 
service.”
Senators Duckworth and Hirono intro-
duced the bipartisan legislation in May 
of last year with former Senator Thad 
Cochran (R-MS). Companion legisla-
tion (HR.2358) has been introduced in 
the U.S. House of Representatives by 
Representatives Ed Royce (R-CA), Ted 
Lieu (D-CA), and Grace Meng (D-NY). 
Since the American Revolution, Con-
gress has issued gold medals to express 
its gratitude on behalf of the entire na-
tion for distinguished achievements. 
The medal has been awarded to Veter-
ans who served admirably in military 
conflicts as well as to civilians whose 
contributions have had a lasting im-
pact on American history and culture.                                                               

Internet References:
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/
news/press-releases/senate-passes-bi-
partisan-duckworth-hirono-bill-to-hon-
or-chinese-american-wwii-veterans 2/3

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

U.S. Secretary Of Transportation Elaine
 L. Chao Speaks At the 2019 Leadership
 And Business Conference Scholarship

 Awards Gala In Washington, D.C.

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine 
L. Chao
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Broad U.S. antitrust action against Big 
Tech moved firmly from the speculative 
realm to the investigative mode in the 
last 72 hours, as both Congress and reg-
ulatory agencies appeared to be moving 
forward with inquiries.
The big picture: While the pressure on 
the likes of Google, Facebook, Amazon 
and Apple has been mounting for years, 
the one-two punch of a public Congres-
sional investigation into their dominance 
and possible antitrust probes by regula-
tors marks a major escalation in tensions.
•Last year saw high-profile testimony by 
CEOs like Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg, 
but the action will now shift to more 
mundane yet substantial document and 
evidence gathering that would form the 
basis of court cases or settlements.
Driving the news: The House Judicia-
ry Committee said Monday that it was 
launching a bipartisan investigation into 
whether big tech platforms are engaged 
in monopolistic practices.
•A person familiar with the investigation 
said that, in addition to public hearings, 
the inquiry would include requesting 
documents from a wide range of com-
panies.
•That could allow the committee to re-
ceive information from small competi-
tors of the tech giants who would other-

wise be wary of testifying publicly, the 
person said.

•“Given the growing tide of concentra-
tion and consolidation across our econ-
omy, it is vital that we investigate the 
current state of competition in digital 
markets and the health of the antitrust 
laws,” said Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), 
the committee’s chairman.
•Tech stocks fell in Monday trading as 
the federal interest in the companies 
came into focus.
Between the lines: The investigation 
could help lawmakers develop a factual 
record to shape legislation overhauling 
the nation’s antitrust laws, which reform-
ers say are inadequate for reining in cor-
porate power as it exists today.
The announcement followed report-
ing over the weekend and into Monday 

that the Justice Department and the Fed-
eral Trade Commission had split up the 
field of investigations into anti-compet-
itive behavior by tech giants.
•DOJ got Apple and Google, according 
to the Wall Street Journal and Reuters.
•FTC got Amazon and Facebook, ac-
cording to the Washington Post and the 
Journal.
•While the agencies’ plans remain some-
what unclear, the Journal reported that 
interest in investigating Google and 
Facebook was more advanced.

`Why it matters: Of the many ways 
critics want to address concerns about 
Big Tech, antitrust action has always 
been among the most significant — al-
though it was largely seen as the least 
likely route.
•It could result in action as serious as 
the firms being broken up, but even if 
it doesn’t, it could seriously distract the 
platforms’ efforts to grow their main 
businesses and anticipate new waves of 
tech innovation. Microsoft learned this 
lesson the hard way after its antitrust 
fight with Washington two decades ago.
What we’re watching: Congressional 
hearings on the issue will unfold in the 
coming months, and signs that DOJ and 
FTC are moving forward with formal 
investigations into the tech giants could 
leak out in the form of official inquiries 
sent to the companies or their competi-
tors.
Once inquiries like this get started, they 
develop their own momentum even as 
they proceed at what feels like a leaden 
pace to tech insiders. These companies 
likely face years of entanglement. (Cour-
tesy axios.com)

Related
Is It The End Of “Easy Street” Be-
tween Tech Companies And The Feds?
Why it matters: A generation of firms 
led by Google and Facebook that grew 
rich and powerful while the Feds stayed 
out of their way must now adjust to gov-
ernment action as a way of life. Mean-
while, legislators and regulators will 
have to figure out how to protect the 
public while preserving the industry’s 
vitality and creativity.

Driving the news:
•On Wednesday, Facebook announced 
settlements with the FTC to end a 
long-running consumer privacy investi-
gation and a separate deal with the SEC 
over disclosure issues.
•On Wednesday afternoon, though, Face-
book revealed that it was notified in June 
about a fresh probe from the FTC’s anti-
trust unit, said to be focused on the com-
pany’s core social networking business.
•All that comes just a day after the Jus-
tice Department announced its own anti-
trust probe into Big Tech that appears to 
be aimed at Amazon, Google and Face-
book.
•Meanwhile, the Justice Department 
is reportedly poised to OK the T-Mo-
bile-Sprint deal with the proviso that the 
combined company sell spectrum and its 
Boost prepaid brand to Dish Network.
The big picture: These moves have 
multiplied as the result of a rare conver-
gence of bipartisan discontent with Big 
Tech.
•Democrats used to love tech’s innova-
tion and idealism, and Republicans used 

to believe in leaving business alone.
•Now the script has flipped for both.
•Today, Democrats distrust the rising 
power of privacy-wrecking surveillance 
capitalism, and Republicans feel that 
tech platforms are biased against their 
conservative politics.

Inquiries and settlements are one thing 
and changing behavior is quite another. 
Critics say the FTC deal with Facebook 
doesn’t substantively change the way 
the company does business, nor is even 
a $5 billion fine a significant deterrent, 
given how much Facebook profits from 
its practices.
•Some, including recently the New York 
Times’ Charlie Warzel, argue that the 
current U.S. regulatory regime just isn’t 
equipped to handle modern tech compa-
nies and that a new agency is needed.
•In other circles, insiders are beginning 
to talk about the prospect of a broad new 
Telecommunications Act-like law that 
would wrap privacy and data ownership 
rules, antitrust safeguards, and content 
regulations into one big package.
•Since the current Congress hasn’t even 
been able to get a bill focused only on 
privacy moving, either of these scenarios 
would have to play out on a long hori-
zon. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Feds Crank Up Antitrust 
Heat On Big Tech
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Trump heaps another 5% tariff on Chinese 
goods in latest tit-for-tat escalation
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WASHINGTON/BEIJING (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump on Fri-
day lashed back at a new round of Chinese tariffs by heaping an additional 
5% duty on some $550 billion in targeted Chinese goods in the latest tit-for-
tat trade war escalation by the world’s two largest economies.
FILE PHOTO: Containers are seen at the Yangshan Deep Water Port in 
Shanghai, China August 6, 2019. REUTERS/Aly Song
Trump’s move, announced on Twitter, came hours after China unveiled re-
taliatory tariffs on $75 billion worth of U.S. goods, prompting the president 
earlier in the day to demand U.S. companies move their operations out of 
China.
The intensifying U.S.-China trade war stoked market fears that the global 
economy will tip into recession, sending U.S. stocks into a tailspin, with the 
Nasdaq Composite .IXIC down 3%, and the S&P 500 .SPX down 2.6%.
U.S. Treasury yields also declined as investors sought safe-haven assets, 
and crude oil, targeted for the first time by Chinese tariffs, fell sharply.
Trump’s tariff response was announced after markets closed on Friday, 
leaving potentially more damage for next week.
“Sadly, past Administrations have allowed China to get so far ahead of 
Fair and Balanced Trade that it has become a great burden to the American 
Taxpayer,” Trump said on Twitter. “As President, I can no longer allow this 
to happen!”
China warns U.S. to stop ‘wrong’ trade actions or face consequences
China to raise import tariffs on U.S. scrap copper, aluminum from Decem-
ber 15
See more stories
He said the United States would raise its existing tariffs on $250 billion 
worth of Chinese imports to 30% from the current 25% beginning on Oct. 1, 
the 70th anniversary of the founding of the communist People’s Republic of 
China.
At the same time, Trump announced an increase in planned tariffs on the re-
maining $300 billion worth of Chinese goods to 15% from 10%. The United 
States will begin imposing those tariffs on some products starting Sept. 1, 
but tariffs on about half of those goods have been delayed until Dec. 15.
The U.S. Trade Representative’s office confirmed the effective dates, but 
said it would conduct a public comment period before imposing the 30% 
tariff rate on Oct. 1.
U.S. business groups reacted angrily to the new tariff hike.
“It’s impossible for businesses to plan for the future in this type of environ-
ment. The administration’s approach clearly isn’t working, and the answer 
isn’t more taxes on American businesses and con- sumers. Where does 
this end?” said David French, a senior vice president for the National Retail 
Federation.
Trump is due to meet leaders of the G7 major economies at a summit this 
weekend in France, where trade tensions will be among the hottest discus-
sion topics.

The president’s announcement, which followed an Oval Office meeting with 
his advisers, fits a pattern of swift retaliation since the trade dispute with 
China started more than a year ago.
“He decided he wanted to respond. He was given a few different options on 
things he could do and ultimately that was what he decided,” a senior White 
House official said.
“He’s not taking this stuff lightly, but he’s in a fine mood and looking for-
ward to the G7.”
Another person familiar with the matter said officials had to scramble 
tocome up with options after Trump caught them offguard with tweets 
promising a response in the afternoon.
Since taking office in 2017, Trump has demanded that China make sweep-
ing changes to its economic policies to end theft and forced transfers of 
American intellectual property, curb industrial subsidies, open its markets to 
American companies and increase purchases of U.S. goods.
China denies Trump’s accusations of unfair trade practices and has resisted 
concessions to Washington.
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FILE PHOTO: Containers are seen at the Yangshan Deep Water Port in Shanghai, China August 6, 2019. REU-
TERS/Aly Song

The stakes are high: U.S. companies invested 
a total of $256 billion in China between 1990 
and 2017, compared with $140 billion Chinese 
companies have invested in the United States, 
according to estimates by the Rhodium Group 
research institute.
Some U.S. companies had been shifting oper-
ations out of China even before the tit-for-tat 
tariff trade war began more than a year ago. 
But winding down operations and shifting 

production out of China completely would take 
time. Further, many U.S. companies such as 
those in the aerospace, services and retail sectors 
would be sure to resist pressure to leave a market 
that is not only huge but growing.
Unlike China, the United States does not have a 
centrally planned economy. So what legal action 
can the president take to compel American com-
panies to do his bidding?
Trump does have some powerful tools that 
would not require approval from U.S. 
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States 
on Friday announced the deployment of 1,500 
troops to the Middle East, describing it as an ef-
fort to bolster defenses against Iran as it accused 
the country’s Revolutionary Guards of direct 
responsibility for this month’s tanker attacks.

President Donald Trump’s administration also 
invoked the threat from Iran to declare a national 
security-related emergency that would clear 
the sale of billions of dollars’ worth of weapons 
to Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
other countries without required congressional 
approval.he actions were the latest by the Trump 
administration as it highlights what it sees as a 
threat of potential attack by Iran, and follows 
decisions to speed the deployment of an aircraft 
carrier strike group as well as send bombers and 
additional Patriot missiles to the Middle East.
RELATED COVERAGE
Russia could take new U.S. troop deployment to 
U.N. security council: lawmaker
Pentagon accuses Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
over tanker attacks
The deployments, decried by Iran as escalatory, 
have come amid a freeze in direct communica-
tion between the United States and Iran that has 
raised concerns about the increasing risk of an 
inadvertent conflict.
Trump, however, described the latest deploy-
ments as defensive, in nature. The 1,500 troops 
include personnel manning missile defense 
systems, aerial surveillance to spot threats and 
engineers to fortify defenses. It also includes a 
fighter jet squadron.

“We want to have protection in the Middle East. 
We’re going to be sending a relatively small num-
ber of troops, mostly protective,” Trump said as 

U.S. deploys more troops to Middle 
East, blames Iran for tanker attacks

he left the White House for a trip to Japan.
The decision on troops marks a reversal of 
sorts for Trump, who only on Thursday said 
he thought no more forces were needed. 
Trump has sought to detangle the U.S. mili-
tary from open-ended conflicts in places like 
Syria and Afghanistan.
The deployment is relatively small compared 
with the about 70,000 American troops now 
stationed across a region that stretches from 
Egypt to Afghanistan. In addition, some 600 
of the 1,500 “new” troops are already in the 
Middle East manning Patriot missiles, but will 
see their deployments extended.
Still, the Democratic lawmaker who heads 
the House Armed Services Committee, Adam 
Smith, said the deployment “appears to be a 
blatant and heavy-handed move to further 
escalate tensions with Iran.”
Eager to avoid escalation with Iran amid 
already heightened tensions, Pentagon officials 
stressed the defensive nature of the deploy-
ment in a news briefing and noted that none 
of the troops would be heading to hot spots 
like Iraq or Syria.
An F/A-18F Super Hornet from the “Patriots” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies 
over the U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, May 22, 
2019. Picture taken . Garrett LaBarge/U.S. 
Navy/Handout via REUTERS
At the same time, the U.S. State Department 

An F/A-18F Super Hornet from the “Patriots” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies 
over the U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, May 22, 
2019. Picture taken May 22, 2019. Garrett La-
Barge/U.S. Navy/Handout via REUTERS

informed Congress that it will go ahead 
with 22 arms deals worth some $8 billion, 
congressional aides said, sweeping aside a 
long-standing precedent for congressional 
review of such sales.
Some lawmakers and congressional aides 
had warned earlier this week that Trump, 
frustrated with Congress holding up 
weapons sales like a major deal to sell 
Raytheon Co precision-guided munitions 
to Saudi Arabia, was considering using the 
loophole to go ahead with the sale.
ATTACKS ON TANKERS
Rear Admiral Michael Gilday, the direc-
tor of the Joint Staff, on Friday described 
U.S. intelligence portraying a new Iranian 
“campaign” that used old tactics, and 
stretched from Iraq to Yemen to the wa-

ters in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital maritime 
chokepoint for the global oil trade.
“We believe with a high degree of confidence 
that this stems back to the leadership of Iran 
at the highest levels and that all of the attacks 
that I mentioned have been attributed to Iran 
through their proxies or their forces,” he said.
Gilday accused Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) of being directly re-
sponsible for attacks on tankers off the United 
Arab Emirates earlier this month, in what 
could be a foreshadowing of the conclusion of 
ongoing investigations into the incident.
“The attack against the shipping in Fujairah, 
we attribute it to the IRGC,” Gilday said, 
explaining that the Pentagon attributed limpet 
mines used in the attack directly to the IRGC.
He declined to describe “the means of deliv-
ery” of the mines, however.



Horse Racing - Derby Festival - Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom, Britain -  
Anthony Van Dyck ridden by Seamie Heffernan in action before winning the 
4.30 Investec Derby Stakes Action Images via Reuters/Matthew Childs TPX 
IMAGES OF THE DAY

Soccer Football - Premier League - Sheffield United v Leicester City - Bramall Lane, Shef-
field, Britain - August 24, 2019 Leicester City’s Jamie Vardy celebrates scoring their first 
goal REUTERS/David Klein EDITORIAL
 USE ONLY. No use with unauthorized audio, video, data, fixture lists, club/league logos 
or “live” services. Online in-match use limited to 75 images, no video emulation. No use in 
betting, games or single club/league/player publications. Please contact your account rep-

People attend the Inauguration ceremony of the new President of El Salvador Nayib Bukele 
at the Capitan General Gerardo Barrios square in San Salvador, El Salvador  REUTERS/Jose 
Cabezas TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Horse Racing - Derby Festival - Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom, Britain - General view of a racego-
er asleep on the grass REUTERS/Peter Nicholls TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

People chant slogans as they set on fire the representation of India, Israel and U.S. flags 
in a rally, marking al-Quds Day, (Jerusalem Day), during the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan in Peshawar, Pakistan  REUTERS/Fayaz Aziz TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Horse Racing - Derby Festival - Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom, Britain - Spec-
tators react during the 3.45 Investec Wealth & Investment Handicap REUTERS/
Peter Nicholls 

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

U.S. President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron attend a lunch ahead 
of the G7 summit in Biarritz, France August 24, 2019. REUTERS/Carlos Barria TPX IMAGES 
OF THE DAY

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) walks to make a drink in support of One Fair Wage at The Queensboro 
restaurant in the Queens borough of New York



C4SUNDAY, AUG 25, 2019

COMMUNITY

Overview
The following remark were made 
by U.S. Secretary of Transportation                 
Elaine L. Chao On the 20th Anni-
versary of the International Lead-
ership Foundation 2019 Leadership 
and Business Conference Scholarship                        
Awards Gala Thursday, July 25, 2019 

in Washington, D.C.
“Thank you, Dr. Hsu [Paul], for that 

warm welcome.   
“Congratulations to ILF and its founder  
Chiling Tong on its 20th anniversary.  
Along with Norm Mineta, I have been 
an honorary co-chair of the ILF when I 
was in the private sector.  In the 20 years 
since its founding, ILF has flourished 
and offered so many enriching experi-
ences in mainstream America to so many 
Asian Pacific American young people in 
their career and personal development.  
“The ILF galas are always such wonder-

ful occasions to recognize and celebrate 
the contributions of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans to our country.  They are also so im-
pressive because they are attended by so 
many distinguished leaders from across 
the country who are forging new paths 
for Asian Pacific Americans in their 
communities.  Tonight is no exception – 
and I want to also congratulate the Asian 
Pacific American leaders from the pub-
lic, private and non-profit sectors being 
recognized tonight.  And many thanks 
to Mary Millben for delighting us again 
this year with such a beautiful rendition 
of “America the Beautiful.”
“As you know, throughout my career 
in public service, I have worked to help 
Asian Pacific Americans—and other tra-
ditionally underserved communities—
access opportunities in mainstream 
America.  And I have made consistent 
efforts to highlight the contributions of 
Asian Pacific Americans. 
“This year on May 10, 2019 at Prom-
ontory Summit, Utah, I had the unique 
privilege to fully acknowledge and rec-
ognize the contributions and sacrifices 
of the 12,000 laborers of Chinese heri-
tage who helped build one of America’s 
greatest pieces of infrastructure: the 
transcontinental railroad -- 150 years 
after its completion.  It was especially 
noteworthy that this tribute was made by 
the first Secretary of Transportation of 
Chinese ancestry.  
“The achievements of these 12,000 Chi-
nese laborers was even more poignant 
given that they did not have the opportu-
nity to bring their families with them or 
to become citizens of the United States.    
“America has moved forward since those 
days to become the diverse country it is 
today.  The most recent estimate shows 
the Asian Pacific American community 
is nearly 7% of our country’s popula-

tion—or about 23 million strong.  
“As our community has grown in num-
bers, we are increasingly contributing to 
the economic vitality and cultural diver-
sity of our country.  As you may know, 
our economy is booming.  The tax cuts 
and deregulatory policies of this Admin-
istration have jump started the economy. 
The U.S. economy grew 3.1 percent in 
the first quarter of 2019.  The nation-
al unemployment rate of 3.7 percent is 
about the lowest in 50 years. The unem-
ployment rate within the Asian American 
community is at 2.1 percent, the lowest 
ever since this figure was recorded.   
“Asian Pacific Americans have branched 
out to every field in mainstream Amer-
ica.  And Asian Pacific Americans have 
also distinguished themselves in military 
service.  On January 29, 2019, I partici-
pated in a moving ceremony conferring 
the Congressional Gold Medal on the 
Chinese American veterans of World 
War II.  
“The progress made by Asian Pacific 
Americans in mainstream America is a 
testament to the values our community 
holds dear, especially our emphasis on 
strong families, hard work and the value 
of a quality education. 
“As we authenticate and celebrate our 
contributions to this country, let me 
mention an issue which I have heard 
from many Chinese Americans across 
all social and economic strata and that 
is the growing anxiety at the specter of 
ethnic profiling.  As the relationship be-
tween the U.S. and China becomes more 
complex, many Chinese-Americans are 
growing increasingly anxious about how 
their ethnicity affects their acceptance in 
the United States.  
“My own family was recently the subject 
of malicious political partisan attacks 
that would not have occurred if our last 
name were “Smith” and if we came from 
England.   I’ve been criticized by the 
“mainstream” media for including my 
father at some official appearances and 
social or ceremonial events, and for at-
tending certain non-governmental events 
in my personal capacity with my father.  
Occasions such as these are not unusual 

for Cabinet members.  This also reflects 
a deliberate mischaracterization of our 
Asian value of traditional respect for our 
parents - filial piety.  
“As our community grows in numbers, 
we have the chance to explain and inform 
others of our Asian values.  I used to be 
reluctant or shy to do so, in an effort to 
blend in.  Perhaps it’s age or maybe it’s 
because our country is becoming more 
diverse which is more emboldening….  I 
have a few words:  1)  Be strong.   2)  I 
will always fight for our community.  3) 
Our community must not be afraid in as-
serting our contributions to America, and 
in sharing our cultural values and how 
they make our country stronger.
 “So kudos to you for being here tonight, 
and to what you do in your communities 
to highlight the talents of our communi-
ty and its contributions to mainstream 
America.  
“Good night. “

  Related
U.S. Senate Passes Bipartisan Duck-
worth-Hirono Bill To Honor Chi-

nese-American WWII Veterans

Memorial Day Observance in New 
York City by American Legion                                                                    
Lt. B.R. Kim Lau Chinese Memorial 

Post 1291
[WASHINGTON, DC- SEPTEMBER 
14, 2018] – The U.S. Senate unani-
mously approved legislation last year 
introduced by U.S. Senators Tammy 
Duckworth (D-IL) and Mazie Hirono 
(D-HI) to recognize the tremendous 
contributions made by more than 13,000 
Chinese-American World War II Veter-
ans. The Chinese American World War 
II Veterans Congressional Gold Medal 
Act will authorize Congress to award the 
highest civilian honor – a Congressional 
Gold Medal – to these dedicated Veter-
ans, including the approximately 50 Chi-
nese-American WWII Veterans who call 

Illinois home.
“Despite facing outright discrimination, 
more than 13,000 brave Chinese Amer-
icans volunteered to risk their lives to 
protect their fellow Americans during 
World War II,” said Duckworth. “I’m 
proud my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle have chosen to recognize this 
brave group of Veterans’ unwavering 
commitment and honor them with a Con-
gressional Gold Medal.”

Chinese-American Veterans in WWII
“During World War II, Chinese Amer-
icans served our country honorably 
while experiencing discrimination here 
at home,” said Hirono. “I thank my 
Senate colleagues for passing this legis-
lation, which gets us one step closer to 
ensuring that these veterans receive this 
long-overdue recognition for their brave 
service.”
Senators Duckworth and Hirono intro-
duced the bipartisan legislation in May 
of last year with former Senator Thad 
Cochran (R-MS). Companion legisla-
tion (HR.2358) has been introduced in 
the U.S. House of Representatives by 
Representatives Ed Royce (R-CA), Ted 
Lieu (D-CA), and Grace Meng (D-NY). 
Since the American Revolution, Con-
gress has issued gold medals to express 
its gratitude on behalf of the entire na-
tion for distinguished achievements. 
The medal has been awarded to Veter-
ans who served admirably in military 
conflicts as well as to civilians whose 
contributions have had a lasting im-
pact on American history and culture.                                                               

Internet References:
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/
news/press-releases/senate-passes-bi-
partisan-duckworth-hirono-bill-to-hon-
or-chinese-american-wwii-veterans 2/3
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U.S. Secretary Of Transportation Elaine
 L. Chao Speaks At the 2019 Leadership
 And Business Conference Scholarship

 Awards Gala In Washington, D.C.

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine 
L. Chao
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Broad U.S. antitrust action against Big 
Tech moved firmly from the speculative 
realm to the investigative mode in the 
last 72 hours, as both Congress and reg-
ulatory agencies appeared to be moving 
forward with inquiries.
The big picture: While the pressure on 
the likes of Google, Facebook, Amazon 
and Apple has been mounting for years, 
the one-two punch of a public Congres-
sional investigation into their dominance 
and possible antitrust probes by regula-
tors marks a major escalation in tensions.
•Last year saw high-profile testimony by 
CEOs like Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg, 
but the action will now shift to more 
mundane yet substantial document and 
evidence gathering that would form the 
basis of court cases or settlements.
Driving the news: The House Judicia-
ry Committee said Monday that it was 
launching a bipartisan investigation into 
whether big tech platforms are engaged 
in monopolistic practices.
•A person familiar with the investigation 
said that, in addition to public hearings, 
the inquiry would include requesting 
documents from a wide range of com-
panies.
•That could allow the committee to re-
ceive information from small competi-
tors of the tech giants who would other-

wise be wary of testifying publicly, the 
person said.

•“Given the growing tide of concentra-
tion and consolidation across our econ-
omy, it is vital that we investigate the 
current state of competition in digital 
markets and the health of the antitrust 
laws,” said Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), 
the committee’s chairman.
•Tech stocks fell in Monday trading as 
the federal interest in the companies 
came into focus.
Between the lines: The investigation 
could help lawmakers develop a factual 
record to shape legislation overhauling 
the nation’s antitrust laws, which reform-
ers say are inadequate for reining in cor-
porate power as it exists today.
The announcement followed report-
ing over the weekend and into Monday 

that the Justice Department and the Fed-
eral Trade Commission had split up the 
field of investigations into anti-compet-
itive behavior by tech giants.
•DOJ got Apple and Google, according 
to the Wall Street Journal and Reuters.
•FTC got Amazon and Facebook, ac-
cording to the Washington Post and the 
Journal.
•While the agencies’ plans remain some-
what unclear, the Journal reported that 
interest in investigating Google and 
Facebook was more advanced.

`Why it matters: Of the many ways 
critics want to address concerns about 
Big Tech, antitrust action has always 
been among the most significant — al-
though it was largely seen as the least 
likely route.
•It could result in action as serious as 
the firms being broken up, but even if 
it doesn’t, it could seriously distract the 
platforms’ efforts to grow their main 
businesses and anticipate new waves of 
tech innovation. Microsoft learned this 
lesson the hard way after its antitrust 
fight with Washington two decades ago.
What we’re watching: Congressional 
hearings on the issue will unfold in the 
coming months, and signs that DOJ and 
FTC are moving forward with formal 
investigations into the tech giants could 
leak out in the form of official inquiries 
sent to the companies or their competi-
tors.
Once inquiries like this get started, they 
develop their own momentum even as 
they proceed at what feels like a leaden 
pace to tech insiders. These companies 
likely face years of entanglement. (Cour-
tesy axios.com)

Related
Is It The End Of “Easy Street” Be-
tween Tech Companies And The Feds?
Why it matters: A generation of firms 
led by Google and Facebook that grew 
rich and powerful while the Feds stayed 
out of their way must now adjust to gov-
ernment action as a way of life. Mean-
while, legislators and regulators will 
have to figure out how to protect the 
public while preserving the industry’s 
vitality and creativity.

Driving the news:
•On Wednesday, Facebook announced 
settlements with the FTC to end a 
long-running consumer privacy investi-
gation and a separate deal with the SEC 
over disclosure issues.
•On Wednesday afternoon, though, Face-
book revealed that it was notified in June 
about a fresh probe from the FTC’s anti-
trust unit, said to be focused on the com-
pany’s core social networking business.
•All that comes just a day after the Jus-
tice Department announced its own anti-
trust probe into Big Tech that appears to 
be aimed at Amazon, Google and Face-
book.
•Meanwhile, the Justice Department 
is reportedly poised to OK the T-Mo-
bile-Sprint deal with the proviso that the 
combined company sell spectrum and its 
Boost prepaid brand to Dish Network.
The big picture: These moves have 
multiplied as the result of a rare conver-
gence of bipartisan discontent with Big 
Tech.
•Democrats used to love tech’s innova-
tion and idealism, and Republicans used 

to believe in leaving business alone.
•Now the script has flipped for both.
•Today, Democrats distrust the rising 
power of privacy-wrecking surveillance 
capitalism, and Republicans feel that 
tech platforms are biased against their 
conservative politics.

Inquiries and settlements are one thing 
and changing behavior is quite another. 
Critics say the FTC deal with Facebook 
doesn’t substantively change the way 
the company does business, nor is even 
a $5 billion fine a significant deterrent, 
given how much Facebook profits from 
its practices.
•Some, including recently the New York 
Times’ Charlie Warzel, argue that the 
current U.S. regulatory regime just isn’t 
equipped to handle modern tech compa-
nies and that a new agency is needed.
•In other circles, insiders are beginning 
to talk about the prospect of a broad new 
Telecommunications Act-like law that 
would wrap privacy and data ownership 
rules, antitrust safeguards, and content 
regulations into one big package.
•Since the current Congress hasn’t even 
been able to get a bill focused only on 
privacy moving, either of these scenarios 
would have to play out on a long hori-
zon. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Feds Crank Up Antitrust 
Heat On Big Tech
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