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Disgraced money manager Jeffrey 
Epstein dead in apparent suicide
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein was found dead 
on Saturday after an apparent suicide in the New York jail cell where he was 
being held without bail on sex-trafficking charges, and a source said he was 
not on suicide watch at the time of his death.
Epstein, 66, was found unresponsive in his cell in the Special Housing Unit 
of the Metropolitan Correctional Center and transported to a hospital where 
he was pronounced dead, the Federal Bureau of Prisons, which operates the 
lower Manhattan jail, said in a statement.
The source, who was not authorized to speak on the record, said Epstein, a 
well-connected money manager known for socializing with politicians and 
royalty, was found hanging by his neck.
The FBI and the Department of Justice’s Inspector General were opening 
investigations, U.S. Attorney General William Barr said, adding that he was 
“appalled” to learn of his death in federal custody
“Mr. Epstein’s death raises serious questions that must be answered,” Barr 
said in a statement.
Last month, Epstein was found unconscious on the floor of his jail cell with 
marks on his neck, according to media reports, and officials were investigat-
ing that incident as a possible suicide or assault.
Even so, Epstein had recently been taken off suicide watch, a special set of 
procedures for inmates in danger of taking their own life, according to the 
source, who said the financier was in a cell by himself when his body was 
found.Aja Davis, a spokeswoman for the New York City Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner, said she could not say how Epstein died before her office 
examined the body.
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FILE PHOTO: Jeffrey Epstein appears in a photo taken for the NY Division of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices’ sex offender registry

Chinese reports on U.S. diplomat in Hong 
Kong ‘have gone from irresponsible to 
dangerous’: State Department
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Official Chi-
nese media reports about a U.S. diplomat 
who met with student leaders of Hong 
Kong’s pro-democracy movement “have 
gone from irresponsible to dangerous” and 
must stop, U.S. State Department spokes-
woman Morgan Ortagus said on Friday.
“Chinese authorities know full well, our 
accredited consular personnel are just doing 
their jobs, just like diplomats from every 
other country,” Ortagus added in a tweet.
She did not elaborate on the nature of the 
reports, but said: “This must stop.”
On Thursday, Ortagus called China a 
“thuggish regime” for disclosing photo-
graphs and personal details of the diplomat, 
identified by a Hong Kong newspaper as 
Julie Eadeh of the U.S. consulate’s political 
section.
“I don’t think that leaking an American 
diplomat’s private information, pictures, 
names of their children — I don’t think 
that is a formal protest ... That is not how a 

responsible nation would behave,” she 
told a briefing.
The Hong Kong office of China’s For-
eign Ministry on Thursday asked the 
United States to explain reports in Com-
munist Party-controlled media that U.S. 
diplomats were in contact with student 
leaders of protests that have convulsed 
Hong Kong for nine weeks.
The denunciations from the State De-
partment are unusually sharp and have 
come as tensions between Washington 
and Beijing surge over an expanding 
trade war and military rivalry in the 
western Pacific, among other disputes.
The Hong Kong newspaper Ta Kung 
Pao published a photograph it said 
showed Eadeh talking with student 
leaders in the lobby of a luxury hotel. It 
appeared under the headline “Foreign 
Forces Intervene”.
The State Department has not identified 
the diplomat and has not elaborated on 

FILE PHO-
TO: Protesters 
react 
after 
tear 
gas 
was 
fired by the 
police during 
a demon-
stration in 
support of 
the city-wide 
strike and 
to call for 
democratic 
reforms out-
side Central 
Government 
Complex in 
Hong Kong, what kinds of private information 

or children’s details were dis-
closed.
In subsequent tweets on Friday, 
Ortagus said “foreign diplomats 

in the United States, including 
Chinese ones, enjoy open access 
to all elements of American pol-
itics, civil society, academia, and 
business.”
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States 
on Friday announced the deployment of 1,500 
troops to the Middle East, describing it as an ef-
fort to bolster defenses against Iran as it accused 
the country’s Revolutionary Guards of direct 
responsibility for this month’s tanker attacks.

President Donald Trump’s administration also 
invoked the threat from Iran to declare a national 
security-related emergency that would clear 
the sale of billions of dollars’ worth of weapons 
to Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
other countries without required congressional 
approval.he actions were the latest by the Trump 
administration as it highlights what it sees as a 
threat of potential attack by Iran, and follows 
decisions to speed the deployment of an aircraft 
carrier strike group as well as send bombers and 
additional Patriot missiles to the Middle East.
Russia could take new U.S. troop deployment to 
U.N. security council: lawmaker
Pentagon accuses Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
over tanker attacks
The deployments, decried by Iran as escalatory, 
have come amid a freeze in direct communica-
tion between the United States and Iran that has 
raised concerns about the increasing risk of an 
inadvertent conflict.

Trump, however, described the latest deploy-
ments as defensive, in nature. The 1,500 troops 
include personnel manning missile defense 
systems, aerial surveillance to spot threats and 
engineers to fortify defenses. It also includes a 
fighter jet squadron.

“We want to have protection in the Middle East. 
We’re going to be sending a relatively small num-
ber of troops, mostly protective,” Trump said as 

U.S. deploys more troops to Middle 
East, blames Iran for tanker attacks

he left the White House for a trip to Japan.
The decision on troops marks a reversal of 
sorts for Trump, who only on Thursday said 
he thought no more forces were needed. 
Trump has sought to detangle the U.S. mili-
tary from open-ended conflicts in places like 
Syria and Afghanistan.
The deployment is relatively small compared 
with the about 70,000 American troops now 
stationed across a region that stretches from 
Egypt to Afghanistan. In addition, some 600 
of the 1,500 “new” troops are already in the 
Middle East manning Patriot missiles, but will 
see their deployments extended.
Still, the Democratic lawmaker who heads 
the House Armed Services Committee, Adam 
Smith, said the deployment “appears to be a 
blatant and heavy-handed move to further 
escalate tensions with Iran.”
Eager to avoid escalation with Iran amid 
already heightened tensions, Pentagon officials 
stressed the defensive nature of the deploy-
ment in a news briefing and noted that none 
of the troops would be heading to hot spots 
like Iraq or Syria.
An F/A-18F Super Hornet from the “Patriots” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies 
over the U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, May 22, 
At the same time, the U.S. State Department 
informed Congress that it will go ahead with 
22 arms deals worth some $8 billion, congres-
sional aides said, sweeping aside a long-stand-
ing precedent for congressional review of such 
sales.

Some lawmakers and congressional aides 
had warned earlier this week that Trump, 
frustrated with Congress holding up weapons 
sales like a major deal to sell Raytheon Co 
precision-guided munitions to Saudi Arabia, 

was considering using the loophole to go 
ahead with the sale.

ATTACKS ON TANKERS
Rear Admiral Michael Gilday, the direc-
tor of the Joint Staff, on Friday described 
U.S. intelligence portraying a new Iranian 
“campaign” that used old tactics, and 
stretched from Iraq to Yemen to the wa-
ters in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital mari-
time chokepoint for the global oil trade.
“We believe with a high degree of confi-
dence that this stems back to the leader-
ship of Iran at the highest levels and that 
all of the attacks that I mentioned have 
been attributed to Iran through their 
proxies or their forces,” he said.
Gilday accused Iran’s Islamic Revolution-

ary Guards Corps (IRGC) of being directly 
responsible for attacks on tankers off the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates earlier this month, in what 
could be a foreshadowing of the conclusion of 
ongoing investigations into the incident.
“The attack against the shipping in Fujairah, 
we attribute it to the IRGC,” Gilday said, 
explaining that the Pentagon attributed limpet 
mines used in the attack directly to the IRGC.
He declined to describe “the means of deliv-
ery” of the mines, however.
and a UAE fuel bunker barge were among four 
vessels hit near Fujairah emirate, one of the 
world’s largest bunkering hubs located just 
outside the Strait of Hormuz.
Gilday also accused Iran-backed “proxy” forc-
es of carrying out a rocket attack in Baghdad’s 
Green Zone last week.



A law enforcement officer detains a man after a rally to demand authorities 
allow opposition candidates to run in a local election in Moscow

A child participates in a protest rally titled “Guard Our Children’s Future” with her parents 
at Edinburgh Place in Hong Kong

Demonstrators protest in front of La Fortaleza calling for the resignation of Wanda Vazquez, 
former Secretary of Justice and now Governor of Puerto Rico in San Juan, Puerto Rico August 
9, 2019. REUTERS/Gabriella N. Baez TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper and South Korean Defense Minister Jeong Kyeong-doo hold their 
hands ahead of a meeting at Defense Ministry in Seoul

“Fridays for Future” climate activist Thunberg at Hambach Forest near Cologne

Vietnamese special force officer takes part in the International Army Games 2019 at a 
shooting range near the village of Mukhovets

An overcrowded train approaches the station to carry passengers to their home to celebrate 
Eid al-Adha festival at a railway station in Dhaka

People walk in the rainstorm as typhoon Lekima approaches in Shanghai
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COMMUNITY
Domino’s is taking a new autono-
mous delivery partnership for a spin.                                           
The pizza chain announced last Monday 
that it is teaming with robotics company 
Nuro for a pilot program in Houston later 
this year. Nuro has developed a custom 
unmanned vehicle, called the R2, for 
delivering goods including food and dry 
cleaning. Domino’s says it’s interested 
to learn more about the operational and 
customer experiences with this type of 
vehicle, which is built for goods deliv-
ery only. The move could also give store 
owners options during peak delivery 
times.                        

“The opportunity to bring our customers 
the choice of an unmanned delivery ex-
perience, and our operators an addition-
al delivery solution during a busy store 
rush, is an important part of our auton-
omous vehicle testing,” Kevin Vasconi, 
Domino’s executive vice president and 
chief information officer, said in a state-
ment.                                                                                                 
Nuro has raised more than $1 billion 
from investors including Greylock and 
Softbank and has a partnership with 
Kroger. Its founders, Dave Ferguson and 
Jiajun Zhu, were principal engineers at 
Google’s self-driving car project, Way-
mo.                                                                   
This isn’t the company’s first go-round 
with self-driving delivery vehicles. 
Domino’s did three rounds of joint de-
livery testing with automaker Ford — in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, where the chain 
is headquartered, and in Miami, which 
ended in late 2018. The company has 
not disclosed how much it has invested 
in these tests but said the Nuro and Ford 

partnerships are separate.         

“Through all our prior rounds of testing 
we have learned that many customers 
are receptive to the idea of a self-driving 
vehicle delivering their pizza,” Vasconi 
said. “Some customers even said they 
would prefer a self-driving vehicle to a 

delivery with a driver — we know it’s 
not for everybody, but there are custom-
ers who are interested in this type of de-
livery.”

Customers who order online from Domi-
no’s participating locations will have the 

opportunity to use Nuro’s autonomous 
delivery. Once they’ve opted in to the 
feature, they can track the delivery via 
the Domino’s app and will be given a 
unique code to open the delivery com-
partment and get their order. 
Delivery is in focus for Domino’s as 
competition has increased from other 
third-party aggregators such as UberEats 
and Doordash. In fact, Domino’s CFO 
Jeff Lawrence told analysts last quarter 
that marketing from these competitors 
pressured U.S. same-store sales during 
the period, which increased by 3.9 per-
cent. Domino’s has been using a “for-
tress” strategy as part of its growth plan: 
maintaining control over the delivery 
process, keeping it in house and adding 
new stores in existing markets to speed 

up delivery times,.
“For our stores, the vehicles could be 
most valuable during busy ordering 
times, when having an additional de-
livery option could be operationally 
impactful. We would expect that once 
the vehicles are more of a market real-
ity, stores could choose to use a mix of 
traditional deliveries with a driver, and 
unmanned vehicle deliveries, depending 
on the preferences of the customer,” Vas-
coni said.

The goal, Domino’s says, is to be ready 
when the vehicles come to market with 
a customer interface that is “simple to 
use and customer-friendly” as well as an 
operational plan that will work for the 
business model.
And as the delivery wars continue, 
restaurant brands are poised to seize on 
new opportunities to win. Domino’s is 
getting out in front.
“Restaurant operators will jump at the 
opportunity to use autonomous vehicles 
for delivery once federally legalized — 
there are issues on the automobile and 
regulatory side — but the restaurant in-
dustry will be one of the first to move on 
that,” said R.J. Hottovy, senior restaurant 
analyst at Morningstar. (Courtesy https://
www.cnbc.com/ )
 
 

 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Domino’s Pizza Teams With Robotics Company Nuro
To Test Automated Delivery In Houston

OVERVIEW
Domino’s is teaming with robotics company Nuro

 for a pilot program in Houston later this year.
Domino’s says it’s interested to learn more about the 

operational  and customer experiences with this type of vehicle.
Nuro has developed a custom unmanned vehicle, called the R2, for deliveries.  
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Google’s battle against inappropriate con-
tent on its video platform rages on.
YouTube removed 7.85 million videos and 
1.67 million channels between July and 
September, according to its latest YouTube 
Community Guidelines enforcement report. 
This is the fourth such report YouTube has 
published, but the first that includes infor-
mation about removing channels, versus 
just individual videos. Because of the 1.67 
million channels suspended, an additional 
50.2 million videos disappeared too.
YouTube will delete a channel entirely if it 
receives three strikes within three months 
or commits a single egregious violation, 
like child sexual exploitation. The most 
high-profile removal of the year came in 
August, when YouTube deleted the channel 

of right-wing conspiracy theorist and In-
foWars radio host Alex Jones.

YouTube says that most of the videos it re-
moved — 79.6 percent — violated its poli-
cies on spam, misleading content or scams, 
while 12.6 percent were removed for nudity 
or sexual content. Only about 1 percent of 
channels were removed for promotion of 
violence, violent extremism, harassment or 
hateful or abusive content, although videos 

of that nature have attracted the most scruti-
ny in the past year.
The site has been the recent the subject 
of several investigations showing how it 
highlights extreme content, like conspira-
cy theories or hyperpartisan points of view, 
over more measured videos. Google CEO 
Sundar Pichai was grilled during his con-
gressional testimony earlier this week about 
a specific a conspiracy theory about Hillary 
Clinton and other politicians and celebrities 
drinking children’s blood.
Pichai said that YouTube is “constantly un-
dertaking efforts to deal with misinforma-
tion,” but that there was “more work to be 
done.”
The crux of the issue is that while You-
Tube’s “Community Guidelines” include 
removing videos that “incite harm or vio-
lence,” it does not remove videos simply for 
containing falsehoods. Although conspir-
acies, like the infamous #Pizzagate theory 
that led to shooting in a Washington, D.C., 
pizza shop, may ultimately inspire acts of 
violence, the videos don’t explicitly do so, 
which means that YouTube generally won’t 
remove them. In the past year, YouTube has 
made efforts to surface more authoritative 
content and has started linking videos that 
promote conspiracy theories to “fact-based” 
sites like Wikipedia pages. Late last year, 
Google vowed to have 10,000 people fo-
cused on content violations by the end of 
2018, and a spokesperson tells CNBC that 
it’s on target to hit that goal.

Beyond the societal concerns, this content 
has caused YouTube’s financials to suffer, 
too. Last March, top brands pulled their ad-
soff the video site after some were founding 
running alongside extremist content. 
YouTube said that 80 percent of the videos 
it removed in the third quarter were first de-
tected by machines and that of those, 74.5 
percent never received a single view.
For the first time, YouTube also broke out 

the number of violative comments it re-
moved: 224 million in the third quarter.

Related
YouTube Community Guidelines En-
forcement
 (Courtesy YouTube 2019)
At YouTube, we work hard to maintain a 
safe and vibrant community. We have Com-
munity Guidelines that set the rules of the 
road for what we don’t allow on YouTube. 
For example, we do not allow pornography, 
incitement to violence, harassment, or hate 
speech. We rely on a combination of peo-
ple and technology to flag inappropriate 
content and enforce these guidelines. Flags 
can come from our automated flagging sys-
tems, from members of the Trusted Flagger 
program (NGOs, government agencies, and 
individuals) or from users in the broader 
YouTube community. This report provides 
data on the flags YouTube receives and how 
we enforce our policies.

 Removed channels by the numbers
 JAN 2019 – MAR 2019   Total channels 
removed 2,828,221
When a channel is terminated, all of its 
videos are removed. Number of videos 
removed during this time period due to a 
channel-level suspension: 74,014,284.
A YouTube channel is terminated if it ac-
crues three Community Guidelines strikes 
in 90 days, has a single case of severe abuse 
(such as predatory behavior), or is deter-
mined to be wholly dedicated to violating 
our guidelines (as is often the case with 
spam accounts). When a channel is termi-
nated, all of its videos are removed.
 Channels removed, by removal reason

 JAN 2019 – MAR 2019    8,294,349 
The majority of channel terminations are a 
result of accounts being dedicated to spam 
or adult sexual content in violation of our 
guidelines.
When we terminate a channel for receiving 
three Community Guidelines strikes for 
violating several different policies within a 
three month period, we categorize it under a 
separate label - “Multiple policy violations” 
- because these accounts were not wholly 
dedicated to one policy violation.

 Removed videos by the numbers
OCT 2017 – DEC 2017 Total videos re-

moved 7,762,431
YouTube relies on teams around the world 
to review flagged videos and remove con-
tent that violates our terms of service; re-
strict videos (e.g., age-restrict content that 
may not be appropriate for all audiences); 
or leave the content live when it doesn’t vi-
olate our guidelines.
Videos removed, by source of first detection

JAN 2019 – MAR 2019
INCLUDE AUTOMATED FLAGGING

JAN 2019 – MAR 2019
Automated flagging enables us to act more 
quickly and accurately to enforce our pol-
icies. This chart shows the percentage of 
video removals (first flagged through our 
automated flagging systems) that occurred 
before they received any views versus those 
that occurred after receiving some views.
Videos removed, by removal reason

JAN 2019 – MAR 2019
Total comments removed 228,338,026
 YouTube is a vibrant community in which 
millions of people post billions of comments 
each quarter. Using a combination of people 
and technology, we remove comments that 
violate our Community Guidelines. We also 
filter comments which we have high confi-
dence are spam into a ‘Likely spam’ folder 
that creators can review and approve if they 
choose.

JAN 2019 – MAR 2019
Most removed comments are detected by 
our automated flagging systems but they 
can also be flagged by human flaggers. We 
rely on teams around the world to review 
flagged comments and remove content 
that violates our Terms of Service, or leave 
the content live when it doesn’t violate our 
guidelines.
The majority of actions we take on com-
ments is for violating our guidelines against 
spam. 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Amazon Annouces Free One-Day 
Shipping With Prime Membership YouTube Removed 1.6 Million

Channels Last Quarter, Mostly 
For Being Spam Or Scams

YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki speaks onstage during the YouTube Brandcast 2018 
presentation at Radio City Music Hall on May 3, 2018 in New York City.

OVERVIEW
Google’s video platform YouTube removed 7.85 million videos  

and 1.67 million channels between July and September.

This is the first time YouTube has listed its channel deletion, most 
of which it said was due to spam or scam content, and the first  

time it included information about deleted comments. 

In the past year, the company has faced increased criticism for 
pushing users towards conspiracy theories and extreme content.


	0811SUN_C1_Print.pdf (p.1)
	0811SUN_C2_Print.pdf (p.2)
	0811SUN_C3_Print.pdf (p.3)
	0811SUN_C4_Print.pdf (p.4)
	0811SUN_C5_Print.pdf (p.5)

