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Allegations of labor abuses dogged Missis-
sippi plant years before immigration raids
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(Reuters) - Long before U.S. immigration authorities arrested 680 people 
at agricultural processing facilities in Mississippi this week, one of the five 
targeted companies faced allegations of serious labor violations including 
intimidation, harassment and exploitation of its largely immigrant work force, 
according to a federal lawsuit.
Last August, Illinois-based poultry supplier Koch Foods settled a multi-year 
lawsuit brought by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC) on behalf of more than 100 workers at the Morton, Mississippi, plant 
over claims the company knew - or should have known - of sexual and physi-
cal assaults against its Hispanic workers.
Mark Kaminsky, chief operating officer at Koch, said the company admitted 
no wrongdoing in the settlement and maintains, after fighting the matter in 
court for more than eight years, that all the allegations contained in the law-
suit are false.
The workers’ complaints spanned 2004 to 2008, when the plant employed 
more than 500 people. They alleged that a manager would grope women from 
behind while they were working, punch employees and throw chicken parts 
at them. Workers also alleged that supervisors coerced payments from them 
for everything from medical leave and promotions to bathroom breaks.

Privately held Koch Foods, run by billionaire Joseph Grendys, in court filings 
called the claims of abuse and harassment “baffling” and “outrageous.” Ka-
minsky said a third-party review of 9 months of 24-hour video surveillance 
at the plant found “absolutely no evidence” of their veracity. Koch said the 
plaintiffs made uncorroborated claims against the company as a means to 
obtain U.S. visas for crime victims who collaborate with U.S. authorities that 
would allow them to stay legally in the United States.
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FILE PHOTO: Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) officers from Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) look on after executing search warrants and making arrests at an agricultural processing facility in Can-
ton, Mississippi, U.S. in this August 7, 2019 handout photo. Immigration and Customs Enforcement/Handout 

China continued Iran oil imports in 
July in teeth of U.S. sanctions: analysts

SINGAPORE/BEIJING (Reuters) - China imported Iranian 
crude oil in July for the second month since a U.S. sanctions 
waiver ended, according to research from three data firms, with 
one estimate showing some oil entered tanks holding the coun-
try’s strategic reserves.
Workers are seen near pumpjacks at a China National Petroleum 
Corp (CNPC) oil field in Bayingol, Xinjiang Uighur Autono-
mous Region, China August 7, 2019. REUTERS/Stringer
According to the firms, which track tanker movements, be-

tween 4.4 million and 11 million barrels of 
Iranian crude were discharged into China 
last month, or 142,000 to 360,000 barrels 
per day (bpd). The upper end of that range 
would mean July imports still added up 
to close to half of their year-earlier level 
despite sanctions.
The imports are continuing at a precari-
ous moment in U.S.-China relations: The 
flow is hampering U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s efforts to choke off oil exports 
vital to Iran through sanctions, just as ten-
sions rise in the festering U.S.-China trade 
dispute that has cast a pall over the global 
economy.
Senior Trump administration officials 
estimate that 50-70% of Iran’s oil exports 
are flowing to China, while roughly 30% 
go to Syria.

China is typically Iran’s largest oil customer 
and contests Washington’s sanctions. But June 
imports of around 210,000 bpd were the lowest 
in nearly a decade and 60% below their year-
ago level, according to customs data, as some 
Chinese refiners, concerned about the sanctions, 
refrained from dealing with Iran.
The General Administration of Chinese Cus-

toms is scheduled to release details of July imports 
by origin in the last week of August.
Neither the National Development & Reform 
Commission, the state planner that oversees the 
country’s state oil reserves, nor the national customs 
bureau responded to Reuters’ requests for comment.
Similar to June imports, it’s unclear how 
much of the July shipments has been sold 
to buyers or stored in bonded storage tanks 
and yet to clear customs. Some 20 mil-
lion barrels of Iranian oil appeared stranded at the 
northeastern port of Dalian after moved into bonded 
tanks since late last year.
While the customs department does not disclose de-
tails of port entries, oil analytics firms track where 
tankers arrive.
According to research by data provider Refinitiv, 
July saw five vessels operated by the National 
Iranian Tanker Company (NITC) discharge 958,000 
tonnes of Iranian crude into Chinese port Jinzhou in 
the northeast, Huizhou in the south and Tianjin in 
the north.
Jinzhou, Tianjin and Huizhou are locations for re-
fineries and commercial storage owned by Chinese 
state oil firms China Petrochemical Corp (Sinopec 
Group) and China National Petroleum Company 
(CNPC). Some of the country’s tanks holding Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) 
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CHICAGO (Reuters) - When China announced this week 
that it had stopped buying U.S. agricultural products and 
might impose additional tariffs on farm shipments from 
America, Dave Schmidt braced for another blow to his 
business.
The Salem, Wisconsin-based dealer of Deere & Co’s 
(DE.N) tractors, planters and combines is grappling with 
declining sales and higher levels of inventory as farmers 
have put off equipment purchases in the wake of rain-de-
layed planting in the Midwest and the yearlong Sino-U.S. 
trade standoff.
Schmidt says sales at his dealership, in general, declined 
by as much as 15% in the first half of the year, led by a fall 
in the demand for large equipment. In a sign of things to 
come, early orders for planting equipment for next season’s 
soybean and corn crops are down up to 25%.
He is not alone. Half a dozen dealers of Deere’s agriculture 
equipment across the Midwest shared similar accounts in 
interviews with Reuters. One of those dealers, in Geneseo, 
Illinois, said sales at his dealership were down 50% so far 
this year from the same period last year.
This is a worrying sign for Deere, which gets nearly 60% of 
its sales from the United States and Canada. The Mo-
line, Illinois-based company is expected to report lower 
sales at its agriculture & turf segment when it reports its 
third-quarter earnings on Aug. 16.
The segment, which accounts for the bulk of the company’s 
sales, is expected to report quarterly sales of $6.24 billion, 
compared with $6.29 billion a year ago, according to Refin-
itiv IBES’ average analyst estimate.
Overall, Deere is expected to report quarterly earnings of 
$2.88 per share, compared with $2.78 a share in the corre-
sponding period last year. Revenue for the July quarter is 
forecast to come in at $9.40 billion, up from $9.29 billion 
last year.
In May, Deere slashed its full-year profit and sales outlook, 
blaming the U.S. trade war with China for weak demand 
for its farm machines.
The company’s shares, however, have gained a little over 
14% since its last earnings report on hopes that a rally in 

Farm equipment maker Deere’s dealers 
reel from trade war, bad weather

corn prices would encourage farmers to buy new equip-
ment.
But dealers are not so sanguine.
“We are not expecting demand for planting equipment to 
come back up this year,” Schmidt said. “We might see more 
repair and upgrading of the existing equipment.”
Deere has downgraded the estimates for U.S. principal crop 
cash receipts this year, an important indicator for equip-
ment demand, citing China’s retaliatory tariffs on American 
imports, which have slashed exports earnings of American 
farmers.
China imported $9.1 billion of U.S. farm produce in 2018, 
down from $19.5 billion in 2017, according to the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau, the largest farm industry group in the 
country.
U.S. shipments to China of soybeans, the country’s most 
valuable farm export, sank to a 16-year low last year as the 
Asian nation mostly shifted purchases to Brazil, leaving 
American farmers with surplus stocks. U.S. soy prices 
are down 18% since March 2018, when President Donald 
Trump launched a tariff war on China and other countries.
Deere rival CNH Industrial (CNHI.N) last week said the 
shift has driven up its order book for tractors and combines 
in South America, particularly in Brazil.
A record-wet spring has devastated a wide swath of the U.S. 
farm belt and inflicted more economic pain on soybean and 
corn producers, particularly those whose fields were too wet 
to ever plant, dampening hopes of an improvement in farm 
income and equipment sales.
HIGHER INVENTORY, PRODUCTION CUTS
To compensate farmers for the market loss due to the trade 
war, the Trump administration has committed as much as 
$28 billion in federal aid. The latest tranche of the aid will 
likely begin to be paid out later this month.
The bailout money, however, is not expected to lift equip-
ment sales.
“We are yet to feel most of the effects of too much water 
and the lower prices,” said Paul Gilsinger, a Deere dealer 
in Knox, Indiana. “In the second half of the year, demand 
could slow down further.”

To prevent a supply glut, U.S. agricultural machine maker AGCO 
Corp (AGCO.N) and CNH have slashed production to keep inventory 
in line with retail demand.
A similar concern prompted Deere to cut production by 20% at two of 
its large factories in North America.
Yet, Gilsinger expects to be saddled with this year’s inventory next 
year. To move used machinery, he is offering waivers on interest on 
equipment financing.
Schmidt’s dealership has been running a similar incentive program. 
Yet, the inventory turnover ratio for used tractors has doubled, he 
said.
Adding to the worry, dealers are also encountering an increase in 
payment delays.
“When you get into a slowdown, it takes a while for demand to build 
back up,” Schmidt said. “These things don’t change on a dime.”

FILE PHOTO: John Deere tractors are seen for sale at a dealer in Long-
mont, Colorado, U.S., February 21, 2017. REUTERS/Rick Wilking/File 
Photo



Members of the Chinese Civil Service visit the Yangshan Deep Water Port in 
Shanghai

U.S. and Chinese trade delegates, including Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, United 
States Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Chinese Vice Premier Liu He, pose for 
a family photo at the Xijiao Conference Center in Shanghai, China, July 31, 2019. Ng Han 
Guan/Pool via REUTERS

FILE PHOTO: Levi Strauss & Co. CEO Chip Bergh and CFO Harmit Singh attend company’s 
IPO on floor of New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York
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Reenactors dressed as French foreign legionnaires are seen at the 8th Convoy-to-Remember meeting in 
Birmenstorf

Anti-abortion rights activists demonstrate outside the National Congress, in Buenos 
Aires

A member of the Singapore Armed Forces Red Lions parachute team passes a hotel as 
he makes a landing at the 54th National Day Parade in Singapore

Containers are seen at the Yangshan Deep Water Port in Shanghai, China August 6, 2019. 
REUTERS/Aly Song

FILE PHOTO: File photo of a Chinese 100 yuan banknote being placed under a $100 banknote in this photo 
illustration taken in Beijing
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HOUSTON (July 2, 2019) –Houston 
Community College (HCC) is taking 
another step to remove financial barriers 
for students with its Eagle Promise Pro-
gram, a success and completion initiative 
that allows qualifying Spring 2019 high-
school graduates to earn their degree or 
certificate for free at HCC.
Those Spring 2019 high-school gradu-
ates—who live in the HCC taxing dis-
trict and meet income requirements—
may qualify to earn an eligible degree or 
certificate free through the Eagle Prom-
ise Program. Tuition, fees, and a book 
allowance of up to $500 each semester 
may all be covered.
“When we consider the needs of today’s 
and tomorrow’s students, Eagle Prom-
ise is another conduit for the institution 
to advance our commitment of remov-

ing completion barriers,” said Dr. Janet 
Wormack, HCC’s Vice Chancellor of 
Finance and Administration and Chief 
Financial Officer.
At the core of the Eagle Promise Pro-
gram are support services to help stu-
dents to succeed in college: 
•Academic, career and transfer counsel-
ing to help them reach their career and 
educational goals,
•Support from financial coaches to help 
them complete their degree or certificate 
program, debt-free, ands
•Priority registration, beginning the sec-
ond semester of attendance.
“Free-college models are gaining trac-
tion nationally, and HCC is excited to 
leverage the Eagle Promise Program as 
a cost-free, debt-free pathway for qual-
ifying students to earn a degree or cer-

tificate,” said Dr. Shantay Grays, interim 
Vice Chancellor of Student Services for 
HCC.
NOTE: Spring 2019 high school grad-
uates who live in the Houston Commu-
nity College’s taxing district may qualify 
to earn an eligible degree or certificate 
free through the Eagle Promise Program! 

Qualifications

High School Requirements
Residency Requirements
Financial Aid and Financial Need Re-
quirements
Credit Hours and Degree Requirements
Student Success Requirements

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Eagle Promise Program make 
earning a degree at HCC free?
How do I know if I am in-district?
Is there a deadline to apply?
What are eligible degree and certificate 
programs?
How do I know I qualify?
Will this cover Summer and Mini-ses-
sions?
What if I’m a Spring 2019 high school 
graduate who had dual credit courses?
How do I continue getting the Promise 
Scholarship?

Resources

Contact Us
Eagle PromiseEagle Promise
713.718.8490
Email Us: EAGLEPROMISE@ hccs.
edu
For more information about HCC Eagle 
Promise Program’s qualifications and 
application, visit: https://www.hccs.edu/
applying-and-paying/financial-aid/ea-
gle-promise-program/  (Courtesy HCC 
Media)

Yining Zou, a graduate student from 
China and currently a Master of Pub-
lic Policy Candidate for the year 2020 
at McCourt School of Public Policy at 
Georgetown University is serving her 
summer internship with the Houston In-
ternational Trade Development Council, 
Inc. located at the International Trade 
Center in Houston at 11110 Bellaire 
Blvd. Suite 222.
Yining was born In China’s Hebei Prov-
ince and grew up in Beijing, the capital 
city of China.

Yining with McCourt itrek  group on 
spring break in Tel Aviv, Israel, March 

2019. 
She attended the high school affiliated 
with Beijing Jiaotong University and re-
ceived a bachelor degree in Public Ad-
ministration from Sun Yat-Sen Universi-
ty in Guangzhou, China.
Yining is an avid reader and enjoys 
watching all kinds of  movies. Her favor-
ite American authors include  O.Henry, 
Jodi Lynn Picoult and Peter Hessler. She 
has traveled to Singapore, Thailand, In-
donesia, Japan, Israel, West Bank, and 
plans to visit Mexico soon.
Her current areas of interest include in-
ternational development, poverty allevi-
ation, and environmental protection.

Yining (left) and friend Xiping Jing
As for career goals, she hopes to work 
for an international organization that 
shares both her personal and profession-
al goals. She has no real preference for 
where her work will take her and has a 
strong sense of adventure for exploring 
countries where she has never been.
In August, Yining will return to the 
Georgetown University campus and 
complete her second year in The Master 
of Public Policy program. 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

EDUCATION IN THE NEWS

HCC Launches Free Degree Program
The Eagle Promise Program

Virginia Grad Student Spends Summer
 Internship Focusing On Global Policy

Yining shown in front of Healy Hall, a 
National Historic Landmark and the 
flagship building of the main campus of 
Georgetown University.
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(CNN) A jury handed an unparalleled 
$2.055 billion verdict in favor of a couple in 
California who say their cancer was caused 
by long-term exposure to Monsanto’s pop-
ular weed killer Roundup, according to the 
plaintiffs’ attorneys.
The jury, in state court in Alameda Coun-
ty, reached its verdict two months after a 
federal jury in San Francisco awarded $80 
million to a man who claimed that Roundup 
had caused his non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 
In August, a state court in San Francisco 
found that Roundup had caused the cancer 
of a school groundskeeper, awarding him 
$289 million. A judge reduced that figure to 
$78 million. That verdict is being appealed.
The septuagenarian plaintiffs, Alva and 
Alberta Pilliod, used Roundup on their 
Northern California property for decades. 
In 2011, Mr. Pilliod, now 76, was given a 
diagnosis of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. In 
2015, his wife, who is 74, learned she had 

the same disease.
The verdict in Oakland includes more than 
$55 million in compensatory damages to 
the couple and $2 billion in punitive dam-
ages, a statement said.

Monsanto and thousands of plaintiffs 
are at odds over whether Roundup 

weedkiller can cause cancer.
The Pilliods’ lawyer, R. Brent Wisner, ar-
gued in court that a billion-dollar judgment 
would send a message to the chemical gi-

ant. He based the amount of punitive dam-
ages, $1 billion for each of the Pilliods, on 
what he said was Roundup’s annual profit: 
$892 million in 2017.
After the verdict, Mr. Wisner said in a state-
ment, “The jury saw for themselves internal 
company documents demonstrating that, 
from Day 1, Monsanto has never had any 
interest in finding out whether Roundup is 
safe.”
The verdict “is as clear of a statement as 
you can get that they need to change what 
they’re doing,” one of the plaintiffs’ attor-
neys, Brent Wisner, told reporters Monday.
It follows several recent losses the compa-
ny has faced in court concerning Roundup. 
Thousands of similar cases are pending at 
the federal or state level.
Another lawyer for the couple, Michael 
Miller, said homeowners like the Pilliods 
were more at risk than professional garden-
ers because they were never told to wear 
any protective gloves or clothing.
A Bayer spokesman, Chris Loder, said in an 
interview, “Bayer believes the punitive ver-
dict is excessive and unjustifiable.”

A California jury handed an unparal-
leled $2.055 billion verdict in favor of 
Alva Pilliod, left, and Alberta Pilliod, 
right, who said their cancer was caused 
by long-term exposure to Monsanto’s 
popular weed killer Roundup.
The active ingredient in the herbicide, gly-
phosate, is the world’s most widely used 
weed killer. Bayer has repeatedly declared 
that the chemical is safe, saying health reg-
ulators worldwide have come to the same 
conclusion.
 “We have great sympathy for Mr. and Mrs. 
Pilliod,” Bayer said in a statement, but 
“there is not reliable scientific evidence” to 
conclude the herbicide was the culprit.

“Bayer is disappointed with the jury’s deci-
sion and will appeal the verdict in this case,” 
it said in a statement after Monday’s verdict.
Appearing with her husband at a brief news 
conference after the trial, Ms. Pilliod said, 
“We can’t do the things we used to be able 
to do, and we really resent Monsanto for 
that fact.”
Last month, the Environmental Protection 
Agency issued an interim review that said 
the agency “continues to find that there are 
no risks to public health when glyphosate is 
used in accordance with its current label and 
that glyphosate is not a carcinogen.”
Bayer’s stock has taken a beating since the 
jury verdicts started coming in last summer, 
losing billions of dollars in value. Shares 
have fallen roughly 40 percent since Bay-
er completed its purchase of Monsanto in 
June.

Bayer, the parent company of Monsanto, in-
sists that glyphosate -- the key ingredient in 
Roundup -- is safe.
Thousands of additional lawsuits against 
Monsanto, which Bayer acquired last year, 
are queued up in state and federal courts.
Bayer said the jury was presented with 
“cherry-picked findings” inconsistent with 
a statement last month by the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, which an-
nounced that glyphosate was not a carcin-
ogen and posed no public health risk when 
used as directed.
“The contrast between today’s verdict and 
EPA’s conclusion that there are ‘no risks to 
public health from the current registered 
uses of glyphosate’ could not be more 
stark,” Bayer said.
However, not all groups have mirrored the 
EPA’s announcement. Cases like the Pil-
liods’ surged after a World Health Organi-
zation report in 2015 suggested that glypho-

sate might cause cancer.
The report, by WHO’s International Agency 
for Research on Cancer, said glyphosate is 
“probably carcinogenic to humans.” Bay-
er’s statement on Monday said the plain-
tiffs “relied heavily” on the agency’s 2015 
assessment but called it “an outlier among 
international health regulators and scientific 
bodies.”
Most lymphoma cases have no known 
cause, according to the American Cancer 
Society.

There have also been concerns about 
whether Monsanto has had undue influ-
ence over regulators, with internal company 
documents playing a key role in Monday’s 
verdict, according to the plaintiffs’ lawyers.
In the statement, Michael Miller, another 
of the Pilliods’ lawyers, said their case is 
different from two previous Monsanto tri-
als “where the judges severely limited the 
amount of plaintiffs’ evidence.” He said the 
jury was shown a “mountain of evidence 
showing Monsanto’s manipulation of sci-
ence, the media and regulatory agencies to 
forward their own agenda.”
Wisner said Monday that this evidence in-
cluded emails and text messages between 
Monsanto and EPA officials.
A Monsanto spokeswoman previously de-
nied that the company had ever paid, given 
gifts to or done anything else to curry favor 
with anyone from the EPA.
“This is going to continue until Monsanto 
and now Bayer takes responsibility for its 
product,” Wisner said.
“This is not the end of this litigation,” he 
said. “This is the beginning.” (Courtesy 
cnn.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Jury Returns $2 Billion Verdict Against
 Monsanto For Couple With Cancer

Thousands Are Suing Monsanto Over The Weedkiller Roundup

Alva Pilliod, left, and Alberta Pilliod, third from left, with their lawyers after a jury 
ordered Monsanto to pay the Pilliods $2 billion in damages. (Photo/Associated Press)
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