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Democrats plan vote condemning ‘xenophobic’ 
Trump attacks on minority congresswomen
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Democrats in the U.S. Congress moved on Monday to 
formally condemn President Donald Trump’s attacks on four minority congresswomen as 
House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi said her party would introduce a resolu-
tion criticizing his “xenophobic tweets.”
The move could put Trump’s fellow Republicans in an awkward position, forcing them 
either to vote against their leader, who has strong support among conservative voters, or 
effectively defend statements that have been widely described as racist.
“Our Republican colleagues must join us in condemning the President’s xenophobic 
tweets,” Pelosi said in a statement. She did not say when the vote would take place.
RELATED COVERAGE
Canada’s Trudeau condemns Trump attacks: ‘That is not how we do things’
Trump accuses Democratic congresswomen of hating America, says they can leave
See more stories
Republican lawmakers have been slow to speak out against Trump’s attacks on the four 
congresswomen, which Democrats have broadly condemned as divisive and racist.
Representative Will Hurd, the only African-American Republican in the House, was a 
rare exception. “The tweets are racist and xenophobic. They’re also inaccurate,” he said 
on CNN.
Trump during the weekend said in a tweet that the four first-term congresswomen, known 
informally in Congress as “the squad,” should “go back” to the “the totally broken and 
crime infested places from which they came.”
In remarks at the White House on Monday, Trump said he was not concerned if people 
thought his tweets were racist. “As far as I’m concerned if you hate our country, if you’re 
not happy here you can leave,” he said.
Trump did not mention names in his initial Sunday tweets targeting “‘Progressive’ Dem-
ocrat Congresswomen, who originally came from countries whose governments are a 
complete and total catastrophe.” He appeared to reference representatives Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez, Ilhan Omar, Ayanna Pressley and Rashida Tlaib, who all have been critical of 
both Trump and current Democratic House leaders.
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FILE PHOTO: 
Yazmin Juarez, 
mother of 
19-month-old 
Mariee, who 
died after de-
tention by U.S. 
Immigration and 
Customs En-
forcement (ICE) 
testifies before a 
House Oversight 
Subcommittee 
on Civil Rights 
and Human 
Services

U.S. President Trump announces administration efforts to gain citizenship data during 
2020 census at the White House in Washington
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NEW YORK/WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Trump administration on 
Monday moved to bar almost all immigrants from applying for asylum at the 
country’s southern border, requiring them to first pursue their claims in a 
third country they traveled through before seeking safe haven in the United 
States.
The Department of Homeland Security, in a statement issued with the De-
partment of Justice, said the interim rule would set a “new bar” for immi-
grants “by placing further restrictions or limitations on eligibility for aliens 
who seek asylum in the United States.”
The American Civil Liberties Union called the new rule “patently unlawful” 
and vowed to sue.
New U.S. asylum policy does not make Mexico ‘safe third country’: minister
The rule would make it all but impossible for applicants seeking protection 
from persecution unless they first apply for asylum in “third country” such 
as Mexico or Guatemala, through which they traveled en route to the United 
States.
It was just short of a “nuclear option, close to something like shutting down 
the border,” said Jessica Vaughan from the Center for Immigration Studies, 
which supports increased immigration restrictions.
The change would also place an even higher burden on Mexico, which has 
been somewhat cooperative with U.S. efforts to slow Central American 
immigration. Mexico’s foreign ministry said it had seen the interim rule and 
would respond later on Monday.

Trump administration moves to stop more 
immigrants from seeking U.S. asylum

Trump sees 
slowing Chi-
nese growth 
pressuring 
Beijing on 
trade

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President 
Donald Trump on Monday seized on slowing 
economic growth in China as evidence that 
U.S. tariffs were having “a major effect” and 
warned that Washington could pile on more 
pressure as bilateral trade talks sputtered along.
U.S. President Donald Trump after arriving 
from a fund-raising event before departing for 
Washington D.C., at Cleveland Hopkins Inter-
national Airport in Cleveland, Ohio, U.S., July 
12, 2019. REUTERS/Carlos Barria
Data released earlier on Monday showed 
growth in the world’s second-largest economy 
had slowed to 6.2% in the second quarter, its 
weakest pace in at least 27 years, amid ongoing 
trade pressure from the United States.
“This is why China wants to make a deal with 
the U.S., and wishes it had not broken the orig-

inal deal in the first place,” Trump tweeted.
Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping 
last month agreed to another truce in the 
year-long trade spat between the world’s two 
largest economies. That agreement, an-
nounced after the leaders of the world’s two 
largest economies met in Osaka, Japan, was 
aimed at kickstarting stalled negotiations, 
but no deadline has been set for the process 
to conclude.
U.S., Chinese officials to discuss trade in 
phone call this week: Mnuchin
The U.S. president has grown increasingly 
frustrated that China has not delivered on 
what he viewed as a promise to start buying 
more U.S. agricultural goods, even as talks 
continued.
However, sources familiar with the state of 

negotiations insist the Chinese side did not 
make firm commitments at the meeting to 
immediately purchase agricultural commod-
ities.
Adding to mounting pressure on China, 
Trump will sign an order on Monday seek-
ing to increase the U.S. domestic content 
threshold for iron and steel in federal pro-
curements, White House trade adviser Peter 
Navarro said on Fox News.
The move, which aims to boost the threshold 
from 50% to 95%, comes amid continued 
concerns over overproduction by China, the 
world’s biggest steel producer
Official data showed that China’s daily crude 
steel output rose to record levels in June, 
according to Reuters calculations, even as 
anti-pollution production curbs pushed .



Eliot Sylve walks through flood waters back to his raised home during Hurri-
cane Barry in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana, U.S. July 14, 2019. REUTERS/
Jonathan Bachman

Extinction Rebellion climate activists raise a mast on their boat during a protest outside the 
Royal Courts of Justice in London, Britain July 15, 2019. REUTERS/Peter Nicholls 
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U.S. President Donald Trump on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, U.S.
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Cricket - Fans watch the ICC Cricket World Cup Final between New Zealand and England at Trafalgar 
Square

A relative holds a picture of Francisco Flores during a religious service to commemorate 
the first anniversary of the death of protesters who died during the attack on the Divine 
Mercy Church

Runners participate in the traditional singing before the running of the bulls, during the 
San Fermin festival in Pamplona, Spain July 14, 2019. REUTERS/Jon Nazca 
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FILE PHOTO: Buzz Aldrin poses for a photograph beside the deployed United States flag on 
the moon

Crews work to set up water pumps during Hurricane Barry in Plaquemines Parish
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Houston - On Thursday, June 20, 2019, 
Mayor Turner announced that five new 
neighborhoods have been added to the 
Complete Communities initiative! These 
are Alief, Kashmere Gardens, Fort Bend 
Houston, Magnolia Park - Manchester, 
and Sunnyside.
They join a collaborative neighborhood 
improvement program that started with 
Acres Home, Gulfton, Near Northside, 
Second Ward and Third Ward. The 
City will work in a concentrated man-
ner with stakeholders in each area and 
partners across Houston to create more 
complete neighborhoods with enhanced 
access to quality affordable homes, jobs, 
well-maintained parks and greenspace, 
improved streets and sidewalks, grocery 
stores and other retail, good schools and 
transit options. The work in these neigh-
borhoods will help develop solutions that 
are transferable to other communities in 

Houston creating One Complete City.
Mayor Turner made today’s announce-
ment at a community celebration at East-
wood Park, 5000 Harrisburg Blvd. in 
Second Ward, to showcase examples of 
the initiative’s progress.                                                  

Worn out tennis courts at the park were 
converted to soccer practice spaces 
thanks to a $200,000 public-private part-
nership among the city, the U.S. Soccer 
Foundation and Target stores. New skate 
park ramps debuted at the park, thanks to 
the Friends of Eastwood Park non-profit 

organization.
“Although they have been underserved 
for decades, these 10 neighborhoods 
represent some of the best of Hous-
ton—they’re diverse, hard-working, and 
proud,” Mayor Turner said. “Complete 
Communities will ensure that all ships 
rise with the tide, so that all of our com-
munities are part of the fabric that makes 
Houston one complete city.”

Complete Communities, which the may-
or started two years ago, uses govern-
ment, non-profit and business funds and 
other resources to strengthen neighbor-
hoods across the city. Donors have al-
ready given $11 million to the mayor’s 
Complete Communities Improvement 
Fund and the initiative has also attract-
ed millions of dollars in private invest-
ments.
The 10 neighborhoods  – half of them 
outside Loop 610 -- struggle with access 
to quality amenities and services, such 
as full-service supermarkets, affordable 
urgent care centers and high-quality ear-
ly learning and after-school programs. 
Each has significant tracts of undevel-
oped land and at least two Opportunity 
Zones, designated by the federal govern-
ment, in which investors can qualify for 
tax breaks.
Residents of each Complete Commu-
nities neighborhood determine the top 
priority neighborhood improvements 
through a series of public meetings and 
workshops.

Background
Mayor Turner Announces Com-

plete Communities Initiative
Mayor Sylvester Turner announced the 
launch of the much-anticipated Com-
plete Communities Initiative on April 12, 
2017. Complete Communities is a pilot 
program designed to revitalize Hous-
ton’s under-resourced communities in 

partnership with existing neighborhood 
residents. 

The initiative will work toward creating 
sustainable, “complete” neighborhoods 
that are safe, affordable, economically 
viable, and that have access to quality 
education, affordable housing, trans-
portation options, green spaces, healthy 
food options, economic opportunity, and 
well-maintained infrastructure.
In order to achieve sustainable, com-
prehensive community results that also 
safeguard against widespread gentrifi-
cation, the City must embrace a nuanced 
approach, and work alongside communi-
ty partners and neighborhoods to specif-
ically identify what will make their re-
spective neighborhoods “complete,” and 
implement that vision.
The Complete Communities Initiative 
will commence with the following five 
(5) pilot communities: Acres Homes, 
Gulfton, Second Ward, Near Northside 
Third Ward.

The City will also collaborate with the 
Complete Community Advisory Com-
mittee, comprised of community build-
ing stakeholders across Houston, during 
this process.  In order to both develop 
and implement these local community 
plans, the City will explore public-pri-
vate partnerships and private investment 
in these projects, where appropriate, to 
help build local capacity and to promote 
sustainability.  The goal of creating and 

implementing these local community 
plans is to enable Houstonians in various 
places across Houston to have the oppor-
tunity to thrive where they are.
“With the Complete Communities Ini-
tiative, we are not simply imposing 
programs on `under-resourced neighbor-
hoods; rather, we are seeking to collabo-
rate with these communities to create and 
implement a shared community vision 
that empowers that community for the 
long-term.” Council Member Edwards 
stated. Edwards adds, “I commend May-
or Turner for including the Complete 
Communities Initiative among his top 
priorities, and look forward to working 
with Mayor Turner and my colleagues on 
City Council to help move all of Houston 
forward.”
For more information on the Complete 
Communities Initiative, visit houstontx.
gov/completecommunities.

Strategy

Complete Communities is about improv-
ing neighborhoods so that all of Hous-
ton’s residents and business owners can 
have access to quality services and ame-
nities. It’s about working closely with 
the residents of communities that haven’t 
reached their full potential, understand-
ing their strengths and opportunities, and 
collaborating with partners across the 
city to strengthen them. While working 
to improve these communities, we must 
also work to ensure existing residents 
can stay in homes that remain affordable.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

City Of Houston
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Mayor Expands Complete Communities 
Initiative To Five More Neighborhoods

Alief Ft. Bend Houston
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Twenty-one oat-based cereal and snack 
products popular with children contain trac-
es of glyphosate, the active ingredient in 
the weed killer Roundup, according to tests 
from the Environmental Working Group. 
EWG said the tests found glyphosate levels 
above what it considers safe for children in 
all but four of the products.
The 21 products that were tested are made 
by General Mills, including six varieties of 
Cheerios and 14 of General Mills’ Nature 
Valley products, such as Nature Valley gra-
nola bars.
General Mills said food safety is a “top 
priority” for the company, which said it’s 
working to minimize the use of pesticides 
on the ingredients it uses. “Most crops 
grown in fields use some form of pesticides 
and trace amounts are found in the majori-
ty of food we all eat,” the company said in 

an emailed statement. “Experts at the FDA 
and EPA determine the safe levels for food 
products,” which it adheres to, as well as 
farmers that grow the crops, it added.

The report is the latest from the EWG to 
detect traces of glyphosate in cereals. The 
environmental advocacy group found trac-
es of the chemical in dozens of Cheerios 
and Quaker brand products in October. 

Glyphosate has been at the center of several 
high-profile lawsuits alleging the chemical 
causes cancer. A California jury awarded a 
couple $2 billion in punitive damages after 
concluding that sustained exposure to Mon-
santo’s popular Roundup weed killer led to 
their cancer diagnoses. Monsanto is now 
owned by Bayer.                                                                                                                      
Several varieties of Cheerios — including 
Honey Nut, Chocolate Peanut Butter, Oat 
Crunch and Multi Grain — are included 
on the list of foods that contain “troubling” 
levels of glyphosate, the cancer-causing 
ingredient in the Bayer-Monsanto herbi-
cide Roundup, the Environmental Working 
Group announced Wednesday.
Twenty-one oat-based cereal and snack 
products — also including several from 
the Nature Valley line — were sampled 
in a round of testing commissioned by the 
group, a new statement said.

All but four of them contained levels higher 
than what scientists consider safe for chil-
dren, according to the report.
The nonprofit organization has previously 
said that the level of the ingredient safe for 
kids is no more than 160 parts per billion 
(ppb).
The highest level of glyphosate is found in 
Honey Nut Cheerios Medley Crunch — at 
833 ppb. The lowest is found in Nature Val-
ley’s Dark Chocolate & Nut version of Fruit 
& Nut Chewy Trail Mix Granola Bar, with 
only 76 ppb.
A second round of tests commissioned by 
the Environmental Working Group found 
the active ingredient in Monsanto’s Round-
up weed killer in every sample of popular 
oat-based cereal and other oat-based food 
marketed to children. These test results fly 

in the face of claims by two companies, 
Quaker and General Mills, which have said 
there is no reason for concern. This is be-
cause, they say, their products meet the legal 
standards.
Yet almost all of the samples tested by 
EWG had residues of glyphosate at levels 
higher than what EWG scientists consider 
protective of children’s health with an ad-
equate margin of safety. The EWG find-
ings of a chemical identified as probably 
carcinogenic by the World Health Organi-
zation come on the heels of a major study 
published in JAMA Internal Medicine that 
found a significant reduction in cancer risk 
for individuals who ate a lot of organic food.

The tests detected glyphosate in all 28 sam-
ples of products made with conventionally 
grown oats. All but two of the 28 samples 
had levels of glyphosate above EWG’s 
health benchmark of 160 parts per billion, 
or ppb.
Products tested by Anresco Laboratories in 
San Francisco included 10 samples of dif-
ferent types of General Mills’ Cheerios and 
18 samples of different Quaker brand prod-
ucts from PepsiCo, including instant oat-
meal, breakfast cereal and snack bars. The 
highest level of glyphosate found by the lab 
was 2,837 ppb in Quaker Oatmeal Squares 
breakfast cereal, nearly 18 times higher than 
EWG’s children’s health benchmark.

Highest glyphosate levels
The two highest levels of glyphosate were 
detected in Honey Nut Cheerios Medley 
Crunch and Cheerios, at 833 parts per bil-
lion and 729 parts per billion, respectively, 
the group said. It considers anything over 
160 parts per billion to be unsafe for chil-
dren.

However, the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has a far higher threshold for 
glyphosate content, ranging from 0.1 to 310 
parts per million, rather than per billion.
Even though several juries have found in 
favor of cancer patients who claim their ill-
ness is linked to glyphosate exposure, there 
are conflicting scientific studies. The World 
Health Organization’s cancer agency has 
said the weedkiller  is “possibly carcinogen-
ic to humans,” but other organizations have 
said they believe the link is unlikely.

Glyphosate and oats
Glyphosate is sprayed on oats to dry out the 
crop, making it easier to harvest, the EWG 
said. The group said the practice increases 
the chances the chemical will end up in chil-
dren’s cereal.
“The only way to quickly remove this can-
cer-causing weedkiller from foods market-
ed to children is for companies like General 
Mills and Quaker to use oats from farmers 
who do not use glyphosate as a desiccant,” 
it said in the report.
The four products that tested below the 
EWG’s threshold of 160 parts per billion 
are:
•Honey Nut Cheerios
•Nature Valley Fruit & Nut Chewy Trail 
Mix Granola Bars, Dark Chocolate & Nut
•Nature Valley Sweet & Salty Nut granola 
bars, Cashew
•Nature Valley Soft-Baked Oatmeal 
Squares, Cinnamon Brown Sugar
(Courtesy tps://www.cbsnews.com/news)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Amazon Annouces Free One-Day 
Shipping With Prime Membership

Cheerios, Nature Valley Cereals Contain Roundup Ingredient, Study Finds

Roundup For Breakfast: Tests Show 
Weed Killer In All Kids’ Cereals Sampled

OVERVIEW

21 oat-based cereal and snack products such as 
Cheerios tested positive for traces of glyphosate.
The chemical is the active ingredient in Roundup, 

 which has been at the center of several trials
alleging the weedkiller causes cancer.
All but four of the products tested had
glyphosate levels higher than what an

environmental group considers safe for children.
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