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U.S. dream pulls African migrants in 
record numbers across Latin America
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TAPACHULA, Mexico (Reuters) - Marilyne Tatang, 23, crossed nine borders in two 
months to reach Mexico from the West African nation of Cameroon, fleeing political 
violence after police torched her house, she said.
She plans to soon take a bus north for four days and then cross a tenth border, into 
the United States. She is not alone - a record num- ber of fellow Africans are flying 
to South America and then traversing thousands of miles of highway and a treacher-
ous tropical rainforest to reach the United States.
Tatang, who is eight months pregnant, took a raft across a river into Mexico on June 
8, a day after Mexico struck a deal with U.S. President Donald Trump to do more to 
control the biggest flows of migrants heading north to the U.S. border in more than a 
decade.
The migrants vying for entry at the U.S. southern border are mainly Central Amer-
icans. But growing numbers from a handful of African countries are joining them, 
prompting calls from Trump and Mexico for other countries in Latin America to do 
their part to slow the overall flood of migrants.
As more Africans learn from relatives and friends who have made the trip that cross-
ing Latin America to the United States is tough but not impossible, more are making 
the journey, and in turn are helping others follow in their footsteps, migration experts 
say.
Trump’s threats to clamp down on migrants have ricocheted around the globe, para-
doxically spurring some to exploit what they see as a narrowing window of oppor-
tunity, said Michelle Mittelstadt, communications director for the Migration Policy 
Institute, a Washington-based think tank.
“This message is being heard not just in Central America, but in other parts of the 
world,” she said.
Data from Mexico’s interior ministry suggests that migration from Africa this year 
will break records.
The number of Africans registered by Mexican authorities tripled in the first four 
months of 2019 compared with the same period a year ago, reaching about 1,900 
people, mostly from Cameroon and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 
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FILE PHOTO: A mi-
grant from Cameroon 
holds his baby while 
trying to enter the Siglo 
XXI immigrant deten-
tion center to request 
humanitarian visas, 
issued by the Mexican 
government, to cross 
the country towards the 
United States, in Tapa-
chula, Mexico June 27, 
2019. REUTERS/Jose 
Torres/File Photo
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LONDON/DUBAI (Reuters) - An Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards commander threatened on Friday to seize a British 
ship in retaliation for the capture of an Iranian supertanker 
by Royal Marines in Gibraltar.
“If Britain does not release the Iranian oil tanker, it is the 
authorities’ duty to seize a British oil tanker,” Mohsen Rezai 
said on Twitter.
The Gibraltar government said the crew on board the su-
pertanker Grace 1 were being interviewed as witnesses, not 
criminal suspects, in an effort to establish the nature of the 
cargo and its ultimate destination
U.S. President Donald Trump, while not specifically mention-
ing the supertanker incident, repeated a warning to Tehran: 
“We’ll see what happens with Iran. Iran has to be very, very 
careful,” he told reporters at the White House.
British Royal Marines boarded the ship off the coast of the 
British territory on Thursday and seized it over accusations it 
was breaking sanctions by taking oil to Syria. They landed a 
helicopter on the moving vessel in pitch darkness.
Gibraltar obtains order extending detention of Iranian tanker 
by 14 daysmander says Iran should seize UK oil tanker if 
Iranian vessel not released: Tweet

Iran threatens British shipping in 
retaliation for tanker seizure

A British Royal Navy 
patrol vessel guards 
the oil supertanker 
Grace 1, that’s on 
suspicion of carry-
ing Iranian crude 
oil to Syria, as it sits 
anchored in waters of 
the British overseas 
territory of Gibraltar, 
historically claimed 
by Spain, July 4, 2019. 
REUTERS/Jon Nazca

Love of coun-
try? Or a po-
litical stunt? 
Trump holiday 
speech divides 
Americans

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Jan Shairrick and 
two friends drove more than a thousand miles 
from southern Arkansas to join President Don-
ald Trump’s “Salute to America” Independence 
Day celebrations in Washington.
The U.S. Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon 
takes part in Independence Day celebrations 
at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., 
U.S., July 4, 2019. REUTERS/Tom Brenner
Some residents of the capital, however, stayed 
well away from the nearby festivities for fear of 
being wrongly identified as Trump supporters.
Trump has injected himself into this year’s 
Fourth of July celebrations by planning a 
speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial and 
organizing a show of military power that 

includes a display of tanks and a flyover of 
fighter jets.
Critics accused Trump of hijacking and 
politicizing a traditionally nonpartisan hol-
iday. Supporters said he was merely show-
ing love for the country and its military.
“It’s just a celebration of America,” said 
Shairrick, sporting a “Trump 2020” base-
ball cap, a reference to the presidential 
election in November next year.
She and her friends all wore Trump mer-
chandise and took refuge in one of the 
few shady spots along the route for the 
Independence Day parade on Constitution 
Avenue.

They said they saw no reason to protest 
Trump’s plans for this year’s event.

“The military protects us,” said one 
friend, Debra Dickson, who has several 
family members in the military.

Just a mile east, residents of the Capitol 
Hill neighborhood had their own, much 
smaller parade on Thursday morning 
and many said they would not attend the 
“Salute to America” because they felt the 
July 4 celebrations had been taken over 
by Trump.



An Australian student Alek Sigley, 29, who was detained in North Korea, 
arrives at Beijing international airport in Beijing, China

Jul 2, 2019; Cincinnati, OH, USA; Cincinnati Reds shortstop Jose Iglesias (4) is dunked by 
outfielder Jesse Winker (33) after Iglesias hit a game winning single against the Milwaukee 
Brewers at Great American Ball Park. 

Mandatory Credit: David Kohl-USA TODAY Sports TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

President Donald Trump, standing with first lady Melania Trump, Vice President Mike Pence, 
and acting Defense Secretary Mark Esper, and others, watch as the US Navy Blue Angels fly-
over during an Independence Day celebration in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, 
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Veterinarians perform an autopsy on a dead Sperm whale at Lanta island in Krabi province, Thailand, 
July 3, 2019, REUTERS/Sirachai Arunrugstichai NO RESALES. NO ARCHIVES. TPX IMAGES OF 
THE DAY

A girl carries a U.S. flag as she takes part in a parade during Fourth of July Indepen-
dence Day celebrations in Washington, D.C.

German Defense Minister Ursula von der Leyen, who has been nominated as European 
Commission President, attends a news conference during a visit at the European Parlia-
ment in Strasbourg

Hindu devotees dance as they take part in the annual Rath Yatra, or chariot procession in 
Ahmedabad

Fireworks are seen over the Lincoln Memorial during Fourth of July Independence Day celebrations in Washing-
ton, D.C., U.S., July 4, 2019. REUTERS/Joshua Roberts TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Cooks Bryce Barbabosa and Erick Arevalo present avant-garde cuisine at Houston Transi-
tional Care. Front entry 8550 Jason St., Houston, TX 77074 in the Sharpstown area.

Avant-Garde Fine Dining Cuisine At A Skilled 
Nursing Facility? Yes-Right Here In Houston

 “Baby Boomers” Are Seeking Out Medical Care 
In Settings That Offer Medical And Lifestyle Benefits

If you ever thought the meals at a nurs-
ing home were bland and dull, the team 
of culinary experts at Houston Transi-
tional Care are shattering that percep-
tion with every meal they prepare.
Cooks Bryce Barbabosa and Erick 
Arevalo are not your typical dietary 
team for a skilled nursing facility. They 
represent a “Rare find: Avant-Garde 
Cuisine At Skilled Nursing Facility” for 
the guests while in rehabilitation. They 
offer the most palatable meals for all, as 
well as those with special diets. Debut-
ing now is the Springtime menu which 
includes items such as Spinach Salad 
with almonds and strawberries, fresh 
Gazpacho, Tex-Mex taco bowls, and 
Peruvian chicken just to name a few.

When Barbabosa and Arevalo were 
asked what makes them most hap-
py about the work they do at Houston 
Transitional Care, they both agreed it 
was the “free style” aspect of their work 
and their ability to apply their skills to a 
variety of meal preparations on a daily 
basis.
Linda Woltman, dietary director, gives 
these young men the freedom to create 
delicious food combining their talents.
Both Barbabosa and Arevalo share a 
sense of humor, even sarcasm at times, 
which lends to the chemistry they have 
in the kitchen even though their back-
grounds are quite different. Bryce re-
ceived training at the Le Cordon Bleu 
College of Culinary Arts in Austin. 
There he was taught the “hands on” 

French style of cooking.
Meanwhile Arevalo stated his experi-

ence started at a young age cooking at 
home and then learning culinary skills 
from a variety of chefs during his time 
cooking at the Revival Market. Arevalo 
enjoys preparing traditional Mexican 
dishes, including a great variety of the 
taco.
Menus may include dishes like Pho, 
Vietnamese noodles, Indian curry, Ital-
ian, Peruvian, or a fusion of any men-
tioned. Rest assured the meals will be 
fresh, innovative, and pleasing to the 
palate, even for our guests requiring a 
pureed diet.

A skilled nursing facility is a facility 
or distinct part of an institution whose 
primary function is to provide medical, 
continuous nursing, and other health 
and social services to patients who are 
not in an acute phase of illness requiring 
services in a hospital, but who require 
primary restorative or skilled nursing 
services on an inpatient basis above the 
level of intermediate or custodial care 
in order to reach a degree of body func-

tioning to permit self care in essential 
daily living. 

The café at Houston Transi-
tional Care.

A skilled nursing facility meets any li-
censing or certification standards set 
forth by the jurisdiction where it is 
located. (1) A skilled nursing facility 
may be a freestanding facility or part 
of a hospital that has been certified by 
Medicare to admit patients requiring 
subacute care and rehabilitation; (2) 
Provides non-acute medical and skilled 
nursing care services, therapy and so-
cial services under the supervision of a 
licensed registered nurse on a 24-hour 
basis.

Houston Transitional Care is a four-star 
rated skilled nursing and rehabilitation 
facility. For more information about 
their services, please visit their website 
at www.Houston-TC.com. (Courtesy 
https://www.chron.com/ and Houston 
Transitional Care)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Three-quarters of American companies in 
China said the latest tit-for-tat tariffs have 
had a negative impact on their business, 
with more than 80% of manufacturers say-
ing they were suffering, accordingto a new 
survey conducted jointly by the Beijing- 
and Shanghai-based
American Chambers of Commerce.
Just under half of the nearly 250 survey 
respondents said they faced some sort of 
non-tariff retaliatory measures since tariffs 
were first implemented in July 2018. To 
cope with the clash, around 41% of respon-
dents said they are considering moving or 
have already relocated
some manufacturing outside of China while 
a third said they were delaying or canceling 
investment decisions.

The US trade war has prompted some over-
seas companies to rethink whether they 
should invest in new plants and equipment 
in China, despite the temporary pause in 
hostilities.
Foreign direct investment inflows into Chi-
na fell in the first 11 months of this year, ac-
cording to the latest government data, and 
concerns are mounting among corporate 
leaders and investors about how long trade 
tensions between the world’s two biggest 
economies will last.
Economists are predicting that China’s 
gross domestic product growth could slip 
below 6 per cent next year if the trade dis-
pute escalates further and continues to filter 
down to the private sector. Beijing has a 6.5 

per cent GDP growth target for this year.

Donald Trump and Xi Jinping agreed a 
temporary suspension of hostilities over 

dinner in Argentina. Photo: Reuters 
“We’re hearing that a lot of investors are 
just keeping their powder dry,” said Wil-

liam Zarit, the chairman of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in China.
“They’re waiting to see what happens.”
A recent survey by AmCham China and 
its sister organisation AmCham Shanghai 
found that 31.1 per cent of businesses who 
responded were already considering delay-
ing or cancelling investments in China as a 
result of the ongoing trade tensions.

Related
The Survey Conducted With Foreign 

Companies In China:

American businesses in China are hurting, 
if the American Chamber of Commerce in 
China’s
 recent survey is anything to go by, much 
of it is from tariffs, but a surprising amount, 
due to other factors. (Courtesy https://www.
scmp.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Looming U.S.-China Trade War Forces 
Businesses To Rethink Chinese Investments

Fears Dispute Will Drag On Indefinitely

Illustration: SCMP
Overview 

        Foreign direct investment inflows to China drop in first 11 months of  
 year as concerns grow there will not be a swift resolution to the tensions

One survey found that around a third of companies 
are considering cancelling investments
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