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Trump threatens ‘obliteration,’ Iran calls
White House ‘mentally retarded’

WASHINGTON/DUBALI (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump threat-
ened on Tuesday to obliterate parts of Iran if it attacked “anything Amer-
ican,” in a new war of words with Iran which condemned the latest U.S.
sanctions on Tehran and called White House actions “mentally retarded.”
Trump on Monday signed an executive order imposing largely symbolic
economic sanctions against Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei and other senior figures, with punitive measures against Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif expected later this week.

Iran shot down a U.S. drone last week and Trump said he had called off a
retaliatory air strike with minutes to spare, saying too many people would
have been killed. It would have been the first time the United States had
bombed the Islamic Republic in four decades of mutual hostility.

In rhetoric similar to the kind of harsh words he used to aim at North Korea,
Trump tweeted: “Any attack by Iran on anything American will be met with
great and overwhelming force. In some areas, overwhelming will mean
obliteration.”

Iran foreign minister accuses U.S.’s Bolton of plotting for war !
New Pentagon chief hopes to win NATO allies’ support on Iran 1. b
See more stories ¥ 1

In a televised address on Tuesday, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said W
the new sanctions against Khamenei would have no practical impact be-
cause the top cleric had no assets abroad. :\' 1
Rouhani, a pragmatist who won two elections on promises to open Iran up R %
to the world, said the White House’s actions were “mentally retarded” - an ; |

insult that other Iranian officials have used in the past about Trump, but a L
departure from Rouhani’s own comparatively measured tone over the years. ’
13 ’ : . EY) . . F
Tehran’s strategic patience does not mean we have fear,” said Rouhani, ¥ ; g
who with his cabinet runs Iran’s day-to-day affairs while Khamenei, in pow- FILE PHOTO: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei waves his hand as he arrives to deliver a speech

er since 1989, is the country’s ultimate authority. during a ceremony marking the 30th death anniversary of the founder of the Islamic Republic Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini in Tehran, Iran June 4, 2019. Official Khamenei website/Handout via REUTERS

U.S. consumer confidence dives, trade tensions
hurting economy

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. consumer of 121.5 this month, the lowest since Sep-
confidence tumbled to a 21-month low in June  tember 2017, from a downwardly revised

as households grew a bit more pessimistic 131.3 in May.

about business and labor market conditions This month’s drop in the index was the
amid concerns about a recent escalation in largest since July 2015. The index, which
trade tensions between the United States and was previously reported at 134.1 in May,
China. still remains at lofty levels, suggesting

The economy’s prospects were further dimmed consumer spending remains supported.

by other data on Tuesday showing sales of The Conference Board blamed the decline §

new single-family homes unexpectedly fell for  on the trade tensions and cautioned that
a second straight month in May. Growing risks  continued uncertainty “at some point,

to the economy, especially related to the trade ~ could even begin to diminish consumers’
war between Washington and Beijing, and low  confidence in the expansion.” The econ-

inflation prompted the Federal Reserve last omy will mark 10 years of growth next

week to signal interest rate cuts beginning as month, the longest expansion on record.

early as July. President Donald Trump last month im-

“The headwinds from the ongoing trade war posed additional tariffs of up to 25% on

the economy faces are definitely growing $200 billion of Chinese goods, prompting

stronger, and it will be a miracle if Fed of- retaliation by Beijing. Trump has threat-

ficials can pull a rabbit out of their hats and ened more duties on Chinese imports if no

keep the economy moving forward,” said deal is reached at a Group of 20 nations

Chris Rupkey, chief economist at MUFG in summit this week in Japan. FILE PHOTO: People shop at an H&M store during the grand opening of the The
New York. Economuists polled by Reuters had fore-  Hudson Yards development, a residential, commercial, and retail space on Manhat-
The Conference Board said its consumer con- cast the consumer confidence index at tan’s West side in New York City, New York, U.S., March 15, 2019. REUTERS/Bren-
fidence index dropped 9.8 points to a reading 131.1 in June. dan McDermid
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U.S. launches economic formula for

Middle East peace, Palestinians unhappy

b i'a

MANAMA (Reuters) - The Trump administration launched
a $50 billion economic formula for Israeli-Palestinian peace
on Tuesday, saying an investment-driven pathway forward for
the Palestinians was a necessary precondition for ending the
decades-old conflict.

Opening a two-day international meeting in the Gulf king-
dom of Bahrain, U.S. President Donald Trump’s son-in-law
and senior advisor Jared Kushner said prosperity for Palestin-
ians was not possible without a fair political solution to the
conflict.

But he added that by working to develop the Palestinian econ-
omy, the result could be “a real peace that leads to prosperity”
“We see tremendous potential,” he said. “What we have devel-
oped, is the most comprehensive economic plan ever created
specifically for the Palestinians, and the broader Middle East.
Kushner: Agreement on economic pathway vital for Middle
East peace

Palestinian refugees say Trump cannot bury right of return
See more stories

“We can turn this region from a victim of past conflicts, into
a model for commerce and advancement throughout the
world”

The Palestinian leadership has previously reiterated its disdain
for the plan, which has been almost two years in the making.
Saudi Arabia, envisaged as one of its main bank-rollers, has
also indicated some reservations.

The meeting has been billed as the first part of Washington’s
broader political blueprint to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

But the project’s political details remain a secret. Neither the
Israeli nor Palestinian governments are attending the cur-
tain-raising event in Manama, which Lebanon and Iraq are
staying away from.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, whose Palestinian
Authority exercises limited self-rule in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, was scathing about its prospects of success.
“Money is important. The economy is important. But politics
are more important. The political solution is more important.”
Kushner appeared to acknowledge such views, suggesting the
politics of the conflict needed more time to address.
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White House senior
adviser Jared Kushner
and Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin arrive at
Manama’s Four Seasons
hotel, the venue for the
U.S.-hosted “Peace to
Prosperity” conference, in
Manama, Bahrain, June
25,2019. REUTERS/Matt
Spetalnick

A Palestinian
refugee dances at
Yarmouk Pales-
tinian camp in
Damascus
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WA\
A zookeeper uses water to cool off elephants, as a heatwave is expected to
reach the city, at Berlin Zoo, Germany June 25, 2019. REUTERS/Anne-

gret Hilse TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY Spectators watch the Germany v Spain football match during the FIFA Women’s World Cup in Valenciennes,
France, June 12, 2019. Picture taken June 12, 2019. REUTERS/Yves Herman TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell speaks at the Council on Foreign Relations in New
York
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White House senior adviser Jared Kushner gives a speech at the opening of the “Peace to
Prosperity” conference in Manama, Bahrain, June 25, 2019 in this still image taken from a

video. Peace And Prosperity conference pool/Reuters TV via REUTERS NO RESALES. NO
ARCHIVES.

o

Ethiopian Army Chief of Staff Mekonnen’s memorial ceremony in Addis Ababa
U.S. President Trump signs executive order on plan to create affordable housing council at

White House in Washington
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Soccer Football - Women’s World Cup - Round of 16 - Netherlands v Japan - Roazhon Park, Rennes, White House senior adviser Jared Kushner gives a speech at the opening of the
France - June 25, 2019 Netherlands fan before the match REUTERS/Lucy Nicholson “Peace to Prosperity” conference in Manama
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Measles Outbreak This Year
Has Been Worst Of The Century

U.S. Multi-state Measles OQutbreak
December 28, 2014 - March 13, 2015

e

[ v J NH

From December 28, 2014 to March 13, 2015, 145 people from 7 states in the U.5. [AZ (7},
CA (129), CO (1), NE(2), OR (1), UT (3), WA (2)] were reported to have measles and are
considered to be part of a large, ongoing outbreak linked to an amusement park in California.

DC National Ce

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

As of May 31, the U.S. has recorded 981
cases in 26 states this year, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention said
Monday — the highest number since
1992, when 2,196 cases were reported
for the year.

Measles was declared “eradicated” in
the U.S. in 2000, years after the devel-
opment and implementation of the MMR
vaccine, which is 97% effective with 2
doses. But the extremely contagious vi-
rus has crept back into American society,
mainly via pockets of communities who
refuse to use the vaccinations, experts
have told Axios.

The CDC warned last Thursday in an
updated news release:
“Outbreaks in New York City and Rock-
land County, New York have continued
for nearly 8 months. If these outbreaks
continue through summer and fall, the
United States may lose its measles elim-
ination status. That loss would be a huge
blow for the nation and erase the hard
work done by all levels of public health.”
Before widespread vaccination, rough-
ly 3 to 4 million Americans got measles
each year, leading to an estimated 400—
500 deaths and 48,000 hospitalizations,

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE A

per the CDC.

*The highest number of annual cases
in the U.S. recorded by the CDC since
1942 was in 1958 when 763,094 people
reported infections.

STATES WITHMEASLES CASES IN 2019
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The return of measles
Measles — declared eradicated in the
U.S. in 2000 — has roared back at a re-

cord pace this year.

Most Americans have no firsthand expe-
rience with measles and that lack of fa-
miliarity, along with the online success
of the anti-vaccine movement, is giving
a deadly but easily preventable virus an
opening to spread.

So far in 2019:

*695 confirmed cases of measles in 22

states.
*More than 70 new confirmed cases re-

! ]

ported in just the past week.

*5 states reporting ongoing outbreaks as
of Monday (at least 3 cases in one place
counts as an outbreak).

Today, due in large part to vaccination
efforts that began in 1963, most Amer-
icans have no experience with the mea-
sles virus.

Measles cases reported in the U.S.
20100 2019

AS OF
APRIL 1T

667
555

372

*Parents may be fooled into thinking
that measles is a relatively mild disease,
similar to the flu, and think vaccination is
unnecessary or not a priority.

*This is not only wrong, but it could
have deadly consequences.

“Parents may think that many vac-
cine-preventable diseases are mild, but
there’s no way to tell how serious a dis-
ease may be for a child,” CDC spokes-
man Jason McDonald tells Axios via
email. But measles can be particularly
hazardous for babies and young children,
he says.

*From 2001-2013, 28% of children
younger than 5 years old who had mea-
sles had to be treated in the hospital, Mc-
Donald said, referring to relatively small
outbreaks related to measles patients
who traveled to the U.S. from areas
where the disease is still active.

*“Some children develop pneumonia (a
serious lung infection) or lifelong brain
damage.”

Different vaccine-hesitant communities
added together are causing vaccination
rates to fall below effective immunity
levels, Anthony Fauci, who leads the Na-
tional Institutes of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, tells Axios.

“It is kind of like all of the stars are in the
right pace for the disaster we’re seeing
now because we’re having multiple fac-
tors combining together to give us these
outbreaks,” Fauci says.

The situation is vbf)rrﬁng enough in New
York State alone that the CDC issued
a stark warning last week: “The longer
these outbreaks continue, the greater the
chance measles will again get a sustained
foothold in the United States.”

The bottom line: One relatively mor-
bid source of hope, however, are the
widely-reported health impacts from the
ongoing outbreaks, with children in in-
tensive care units and an EI Al Airlines
flight attendant in a coma.

“I think unfortunately the best motiva-
tion... is that we’re having these out-
breaks and people are really getting se-
riously ill,” Fauci says. “Those are the
things that are going to jolt people into
reconsidering this.”

Between the lines: The national average
vaccination coverage in kindergarten
children is at a level (94.3% for 2 dos-
es of the measles, mumps and rubella
vaccine for the 2017-2018 school year)
consistent with the “herd immunity”
necessary to prevent a nationwide out-
break. However, pockets of community
resistance to the vaccine are allowing the
virus to make inroads, experts have told
Axios.

*Globally, the World Health Organiza-
tion and UNICEF announced Monday
that provisional data also shows that in
170 countries there have been more than
112,000 cases so far this year, compared
with the numbers from all of last year,
which was 28,124 cases from 163 coun-
tries.

What they’re saying: Peter Hotez, pro-
fessor and dean of the National School
of Tropical Medicine at Baylor College
of Medicine, tells Axios:

“The year 2019 may be remembered for
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the return of measles to America, al-
most 20 years after it was eliminated in
the U.S. We're reaching record levels in
terms of numbers of cases and outbreaks,
with all of them largely engineered by the
anti-vaccine lobby. We now have chil-
dren in intensive care units.”

“If our nation is serious about stopping
future measles epidemics, in the coming
years it will be essential for us to begin
dismantling the anti-vaccine media em-
pire now dominating the internet and so-
cial media and e-commerce sites, togeth-
er with shutting down the non-medical
vaccine exemptions currently allowed
across most of the U.S.”

Europe Still Struggling With Major Measles Outbreak

Measles cases in Europe from January 2018 to August 2018
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The heads of the WHO and UNICEF
write in an opinion piece for CNN that
there’s a “global crisis.” They implore
governments, medical professionals and
others to help provide vaccines to low-
er-income countries and to take a stron-
ger stand against misinformation global-
ly. Per their op-ed:

“Ultimately, there is no ‘debate’ to be
had about the profound benefits of vac-
cines. We know they are safe, and we
know they work. More than 20 million
lives have been saved through measles
vaccination since the year 2000 alone.”
“But children are paying the price for
complacency. It will take long-term ef-
forts, political commitment and contin-
uous investment — in vaccine access, in
service quality and in trust — to ensure
we are, and remain, protected together.”
(Courtesy axios.com)
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VA Mission Act Will Provide New Patient Care

o

tions And More Community Assistance Choices

Vets Get Access To Urgent Care And
Private Medical Care Under New Law

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Department of Veterans Affairs MIS-
SION Act has officially launched, working
to expand patient access to care and boost
community care options.

“The changes not only improve our ability
to provide the health care Veterans need, but
also when and where they need it,” VA Sec-
retary Robert Wilkie said in a statement on
the day of the program’s launch. “It will also
put Veterans at the center of their care and
offer options, including expanded telehealth
and urgent care, so they can find the balance
in the system that is right for them.”

The program, which revamps the previous
Veterans Choice program, was made of-
ficial nearly one year ago when President
Trump signed the $5.2 billion MISSION
Act into law.

“In every generation there have been heroes
like them, patriots who answer the call to
serve, who do whatever it takes, wherev-
er and whenever we need them to defend
America,” the President said upon signing
the bill. “They put everything on the line for
us. And when they come home, we must do
everything that we can possibly do for them.

And that’s what we’re doing.”

I

The Department of Veterans Affairs will
pay for treatment from non-VA doctors
under certain conditions.

Foremost, the MISSION Act overhauls
the Veterans Choice program, which had
long received scrutiny from industry lead-
ers. Choice came with long wait times and
was too complicated to be functional, many
lawmakers agreed.

Under the MISSION Act, veterans will
face more simplified parameters to qualify
for third-party care. Additionally, the MIS-
SION Act gets rid of some administrative
properties tied to the referral process, ide-
ally reducing the amount of time patients
must wait between VA referral and connect-
ing with the third-party clinician.

The law expands VA’s community care pro-
gram and streamlines it into one program.

The MISSION Act also extends caregiver
access to veterans who served prior to 9/11;
previous to the law, the caregiver programs
only applied to post-9/11 veterans.
Ultimately, the MISSION Act was designed
to make it easier for veterans to access
healthcare and to put those veterans at the
center of their care.

“We owe our veterans the best possible
care and support that they have earned,”
said Senator Johnny Isakson, one of the bi-
partisan bill’s co-sponsors. “This is a truly
meaningful victory for our nation’s veter-
ans, who will benefit from more choice and
fewer barriers to care. The signing of this
legislation marks the completion of the final
piece in a great mosaic of veterans reforms
that we set out to accomplish over the last
two years.”

As of last Thursday, U.S. veterans have

been granted expanded access to medi-
cal care outside Department of Veterans

Affairs as part of a law signed last year

by President Donald Trump.

This law has not come without its contro-
versies. Senate probes and investigations
from the Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO) have looked into whether the
program will result in VA privatization and
whether the agency is genuinely prepared
for the program’s rollout.

“Since the Mission Act was signed into
law, my concern is that VA’s primary focus
is supplanting in-house care, as opposed
to supplementing that care when it makes
the most sense for veterans,” said Senator
Jon Tester during a hearing on the MIS-
SION Act. “In its rush to open the door to
the private sector, my concern is that VA is
outsourcing its responsibility to ensure vet-
erans receive timely and high-quality care.”
Tester acknowledged VA’s limited knowl-
edge about the timeliness of veteran com-
munity care access as well as the quality
of care delivered, despite VA promises to

allocate funds to community providers who
deliver top-notch care.

“So on one hand, VA doesn’t have a clear
understanding of how much this Program
will cost. And on the other, VA openly states
that it would make funding decisions based
on whether its facilities are meeting the
standards it fails to enforce on the private
sector,” Tester said. “What I see is behavior
that smacks of a deliberate effort — not to
implement the best policy but to carry out a
political agenda.”

\

The John Cochran VA Medical Center
in St. Louis, Mo. (Shown above) New
rule changes Thursday have expanded
veterans’ ability to seek care from pri-
vate physicians. (Photo UPI)

For its part, VA has worked to address con-
cerns about VA privatization, stating that
this program is about expanding veteran

choice for care access.

“It is important to note that the proposed
Veterans Community Care Program does
not supplant VA’s mission to provide care in
VA facilities to Veterans who have earned
it,” Richard A. Stone, MD, VA’s executive
in charge, explained during the hearing.
“VA’s proposed access standards will com-
plement existing VA care by providing Vet-
erans with greater choice to receive care in
the community based on their individual
needs and preferences.”

GAO has likewise noted some issues with
the MISSION Act, launching an investiga-
tion into the VA’s preparedness to roll out
the program. Specifically, GAO found that
the agency lacked sufficient systems to car-
ry out the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram (VCCP) and did not have enough in-
formation about referral times. Additionally,
GAO stated that VA had now carried out
recommendations for improving the VCCP.
Other critics have pointed to issues with
the VA’s new EHR rollout as a detriment
to VCCP, but the agency has noted that the

community care program is not contingent
on the revamped EHR software.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
MISSION Act has officially launched
delivering expanded patient access to
health care while boosting community

care options.
“While electronic health records modern-
ization is an important improvement, it’s not
central to the success of the MISSION Act,”
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie, said in a recent
response to media critics. “No one from the
VA has ever said implementation of the new
private care option Veterans will have under
the MISSION Act is ‘years’ away because
of our effort to modernize health records.”
Instead, VA promised fewer bureaucratic
hurdles for its veteran beneficiaries upon
the MISSION Act’s launch, Wilkie said in
an emailed statement to veterans earlier this
week.
“What can Veterans expect on June 6?” he
posited. “Less red tape, more satisfaction
and predictability for patients, more effi-
ciency for our clinicians, and better value
for taxpayers.”
Additionally, veterans can expect expanded
access to community care options, access
to walk-in or urgent care clinics, and what
Wilkie said will be a stronger patient-pro-
vider relationship.

— VA AUTHORIZED
wms== URGENT CARE PROVIDER

—
The official Urgent Care Provider badge.
Itis difficult to say how the program will im-
pact veterans on only the first day of imple-
mentation. If VA can, in fact, overcome the
hurdles laid out by its critics, the program
has the promise to expand veteran access to
care and choice in care. But the challenges
are clear, and limited systems for addressing
wait times and third-party clinician referrals
may prove daunting for the agency. (Cour-
tesy patientengagementhit.com)
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