
Saturday, May 25, 2019 |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Brexit brings down May, John-
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British Prime 
Minister Theresa 
May leaves the 
back of Downing 
Street after she 
made a state-
ment, in London, 
Britain, May 
24, 2019. REU-
TERS/Hannah 
McKay

LONDON (Reuters) - Fighting back tears, 
Theresa May said on Friday she would quit after 
failing to deliver Brexit, setting up a contest 
that will install a new British prime minis- ter 
who could pursue a cleaner break with the Euro-
pean Union.
May’s departure deepens the Brexit crisis as a 
new leader, who should be in place by the end of 
July, is likely to want a more decisive split, rais-
ing the chances of a confrontation with the EU 
and potentially a snap parliamentary election.
Former foreign minister Boris Johnson, the fa-
vorite to replace May, was first out of the blocks, 
saying Britain should be prepared to leave the EU 
without a deal to force the bloc to offer a “good 
deal”.
UK’s Rudd opts out of Conservative Party leader-
ship race: Telegraph
UK health minister Matt Hancock to launch PM 
bid on Saturday: Daily Mail
See more stories
Current foreign minister Jeremy Hunt also con-
firmed he would run for the leadership just hours 
after May, her voice cracking with emotion, said 
she would resign as Conservative Party leader 

on Friday, June 7, setting up a contest to 
succeed her.

“I will shortly leave the job that has been 
the honor of my life to hold,” May said out-
side her Downing Street official residence 
with her husband, Philip, looking on. “The 
second female prime minister, but certainly 
not the last.
“I do so with no ill will but with enormous 
and enduring gratitude to have had the op-
portunity to serve the country I love,” said 
the usually reserved May.
May, once a reluctant supporter of EU mem-
bership who won the top job in the turmoil 
that followed the 2016 Brexit referendum, 
steps down with her central pledge - to lead 
the United Kingdom out of the bloc and heal 
its divisions - unfulfilled.
“It is, and will always remain, a matter of 
deep regret to me that I have not been able 
to deliver Brexit,” May said, adding that her 
successor would have to find a consensus to 
honor the 2016 referendum result.

British Prime Minister Theresa May reacts as she delivers a state-
ment in London, Britain, May 24, 2019. REUTERS/Toby Melville
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States 
on Friday announced the deployment of 1,500 
troops to the Middle East, describing it as an ef-
fort to bolster defenses against Iran as it accused 
the country’s Revolutionary Guards of direct 
responsibility for this month’s tanker attacks.

President Donald Trump’s administration also 
invoked the threat from Iran to declare a national 
security-related emergency that would clear 
the sale of billions of dollars’ worth of weapons 
to Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
other countries without required congressional 
approval.he actions were the latest by the Trump 
administration as it highlights what it sees as a 
threat of potential attack by Iran, and follows 
decisions to speed the deployment of an aircraft 
carrier strike group as well as send bombers and 
additional Patriot missiles to the Middle East.

RELATED COVERAGE
Russia could take new U.S. troop deployment to 
U.N. security council: lawmaker
Pentagon accuses Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
over tanker attacks
The deployments, decried by Iran as escalatory, 
have come amid a freeze in direct communica-
tion between the United States and Iran that has 
raised concerns about the increasing risk of an 
inadvertent conflict.

Trump, however, described the latest deploy-
ments as defensive, in nature. The 1,500 troops 
include personnel manning missile defense 
systems, aerial surveillance to spot threats and 
engineers to fortify defenses. It also includes a 
fighter jet squadron.

“We want to have protection in the Middle East. 

U.S. deploys more troops to Middle 
East, blames Iran for tanker attacks

We’re going to be sending a relatively small 
number of troops, mostly protective,” Trump 
said as he left the White House for a trip to 
Japan.
The decision on troops marks a reversal of 
sorts for Trump, who only on Thursday said 
he thought no more forces were needed. 
Trump has sought to detangle the U.S. mili-
tary from open-ended conflicts in places like 
Syria and Afghanistan.
The deployment is relatively small compared 
with the about 70,000 American troops now 
stationed across a region that stretches from 
Egypt to Afghanistan. In addition, some 600 
of the 1,500 “new” troops are already in the 
Middle East manning Patriot missiles, but will 
see their deployments extended.
Still, the Democratic lawmaker who heads 
the House Armed Services Committee, Adam 
Smith, said the deployment “appears to be a 
blatant and heavy-handed move to further 
escalate tensions with Iran.”
Eager to avoid escalation with Iran amid 
already heightened tensions, Pentagon officials 
stressed the defensive nature of the deploy-
ment in a news briefing and noted that none 
of the troops would be heading to hot spots 
like Iraq or Syria.
An F/A-18F Super Hornet from the “Patriots” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies 
over the U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, May 22, 

An F/A-18F Super Hornet from 
the “Patriots” of Electronic Attack 
Squadron (VAQ) 140 flies over the 
U. S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), in Arabian Sea, 
May 22, 2019. Picture taken May 22, 
2019. Garrett LaBarge/U.S. Navy/

2019. Picture taken May 22, 2019. Garrett 
LaBarge/U.S. Navy/Handout via REU-
TERS
At the same time, the U.S. State Depart-
ment informed Congress that it will go 
ahead with 22 arms deals worth some $8 
billion, congressional aides said, sweeping 
aside a long-standing precedent for con-
gressional review of such sales.

Some lawmakers and congressional aides 
had warned earlier this week that Trump, 
frustrated with Congress holding up 
weapons sales like a major deal to sell 
Raytheon Co precision-guided munitions 
to Saudi Arabia, was considering using the 
loophole to go ahead with the sale.

ATTACKS ON TANKERS
Rear Admiral Michael Gilday, the director 
of the Joint Staff, on Friday described U.S. 
intelligence portraying a new Iranian “cam-
paign” that used old tactics, and stretched 
from Iraq to Yemen to the waters in the Strait 
of Hormuz, a vital maritime chokepoint for 
the global oil trade.
“We believe with a high degree of confidence 
that this stems back to the leadership of Iran 
at the highest levels and that all of the attacks 
that I mentioned have been attributed to Iran 
through their proxies or their forces,” he said.
Gilday accused Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) of being directly re-
sponsible for attacks on tankers off the United 
Arab Emirates earlier this month, in what 
could be a foreshadowing of the conclusion of 
ongoing investigations into the incident.



The Kremlin is seen before the lights are switched off for Earth Hour in Mos-
cow

Venezuelan exiles hold a humanitarian collection drive for Venezuela, in Miami

British Prime Minister Theresa May leaves the back of Downing Street after she made a state-
ment, in London, Britain, May 24, 2019. REUTERS/Hannah McKay
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Editor’s Choice

British Prime Minister Theresa May delivers a statement in London, Britain, May 24, 2019. REUTERS/
Simon Dawson

British Prime Minister Theresa May makes a statement, at Downing Street in London, 
Britain, May 24, 2019. REUTERS/Toby Melville

British Prime Minister Theresa May delivers a statement in London, Britain, May 
24, 2019. REUTERS/Simon Dawson

The banner reads: ‘Equal wages, equal maternity leave, right now!’ Maud Lervik/
Ritzau Scanpix/via REUTERS ATTENTION EDITORS - THIS IMAGE WAS 

Soccer Football - Serie A - Sampdoria v AC Milan - Stadio Comunale Luigi Ferraris, Genoa, 
Italy - March 30, 2019 General view of AC Milan fans inside the stadium during the match 
REUTERS/Jennifer Lorenzini

British Prime Minister Theresa May reacts as she delivers a statement in London
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COMMUNITY
Spectacular Bridge Sculpture          

 Opens in Venice, Italy

An unusual bridge opened in Venice 
May 11, 2019. The Italian artist Loren-
zo Quinn presented his newest sculp-
ture, “Building Bridges”, a work of art 
that consists of six pairs of giant hands, 
which hang in the form of a bridge over 
the Venetian Arsenal. Its height is 15 
meters, and its width is 20 meters. The 
“bridge” is located in the area of Castello 
- the medieval shipyard, which is consid-
ered one of the key attractions of the city. 
The artist calls on people to pay attention 
to common values and to meet each oth-
er, “Humanity does not grow by creating 
barriers. It has always grown, opening 
its borders and welcoming new cultures. 
Venice is a testament to this. The city 
opened routes to Asia, to the Far East 
thanks to Marco Polo and merchants. It 
has always been the driving force of Eu-
ropean growth. Venice - is a city of world 
heritage and a city of bridges. It is an ide-
al place to tell mankind about the ideas 
of unity and peace and to encourage 
more people around the world to build 
bridges instead of building walls and 
barriers, “said the Italian sculptor Nsky. 

The sculpture was opened as part of the 
58th Venice Biennale of Contemporary 
Art. The opening ceremony was attended 
by the world-famous pianist Lola Asta-
nova, the mayor of Venice and the world 
reknown Italian singer Andrea Bocelli.
“Each pair of hands symbolizes one of 
six universal values: friendship - to cre-
ate the future together; wisdom - to make 
mutually beneficial decisions; help - to 
strengthen long-term relationships; faith 
is a symbol of trust in your heart; hope - 
to continue important undertakings; love 
is a fundamental goal all of this, “ex-
plained the artist.

The world-famous pianist Lola Asta-
nova and the world reknown Italian 
singer Andrea Bocelli performed at 
the opening of the “Building Bridges” 

sculpture in Venice.
The artist Lorenzo Quinn has been wide-
ly recognized for his work from all over 
the world. He is the son of the famous 

actor, Academy Award winner Anthony 
Quinn. In all his works, the artist reveals 
the themes of love and relationships 
through very unusual forms, including 
depicting giant human hands. His sculp-
ture “Support”, also created in Venice, 
became the most photographed work of 
art in 2017. Then through the image of 
gigantic human hands, he tried to call 
people for delicate coexistence. 

Two years ago, in conjunction with 
the 2017 Venice Biennale, he created 
Support, two big hands that supported 
Ca’Sagredo on the Grand Canal to raise 
awareness about climate change. Now 
with Building Bridges - the name of this 
sculpture - the artist wants to celebrate 
the six universal values of man: love, 
friendship, wisdom, help, faith and hope 
with six pairs of hands that they make 
up a bridge and on the whole they tell 
how with cooperation between people it 
is possible to achieve great goals for the 
community.
The work, located at the Arsenale of 
Venice and which has colossal dimen-
sions, 15 meters by 25, within a few days 
has become, despite being outside the of-
ficial circuit, the symbol of the Biennale 
d’Arte. 

Interview With The Artist Lorenzo 
Quinn

Lorenzo Quinn, born and raised in Rome, 
is an internationally renowned artist with 
several personal exhibitions - including 
those at Halcyon which boasts three lo-
cations in London and one in Shanghai 
- and many public sculptures housed in 
some of the world’s great capitals includ-

ing London, Mumbai, Shanghai, Barce-
lona, Hog Kong, Birmigham and Doha.
Forbes.it met Lorenzo Quinn to ask him 
some questions regarding his new sculp-
ture.

How are your works born?
First individual a theme - which can be 
personal or of general interest - and what 
I want to convey because for me it is 
important that art is a dialogue with the 
viewer, then I choose the title and some 
adjectives that can describe the idea and 
only then I realize the first sketch.
In your art, therefore, the need to 
transmit a message is correct, correct?
Absolutely yes. I believe in the fourth 
dimension of art: the message. Art is a 
universal language and for this reason 
I have taken the commitment to create 
works that can be understood by any-
one. I absolutely do not want to say that 
it is enough to create a work to improve 
themes of general importance but I be-
lieve that art can serve to improve the 
condition of the world.

How do you get to Building Bridges?
I am an artist but also a father and there-
fore I ask myself about the world we will 
leave to our children. The first work I 
did in Venice was called “This is not a 
game” and depicted two hands blocking 
a tank. In that case, I wanted to raise pub-
lic awareness of the war as there was a 
time of conflict. In 2017 with Support, 
instead, I wanted to address the issue 
of climate change. Now with Building 
Bridges I want to talk about humanity 
and collaboration between people as an 
essential element to improve the world. 
I think it is important to do this because 
the concept of collective humanity is 
being lost. My work is an invitation to 
perform an action.
Making a work of such dimension is 

complex, does it tell us about the main 
phases?
I thought about this work about 18 
months ago and after the first renderings 
I presented it to the municipal admin-
istration, which I thank for the support 
it has always given me over the years. 
Once they got their approval, we started 
working thanks to the financial support 
of the Halcyon Gallery in London. Five 
months ago, when I still didn’t have the 
final installation ok and I didn’t know 
where it would be placed, I started to 
produce it anyway because otherwise 
we wouldn’t have arrived in time. A few 
weeks ago, with all the authorizations in 
order, we installed it after making some 
technical changes. It was a great team 
work as around 350 people with different 
skills worked on the project.

What will become of Building Bridges 
after the period of the Art Biennale?
I would like this sculpture of mine 
to continue to have a life. I have two 
dreams but I prefer to keep them for my-
self at the moment.
Have you already developed some 

ideas for the 2021 Biennale? 
Yes, I only say that the work will not 
represent hands. I want to do something 
different.
In his art the message is important, 
this is very reminiscent of street art, 

what is the idea of street art?
I really like street art and I follow it. I 
think it’s a necessary art form since not 
all artists have the chance to have the 
support to get to the galleries. There are 
terribly beautiful works that can send 
very strong and direct messages. (Cour-
tesy https://forbes.it/)
 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Recent developments in the Persian Gulf 
demonstrate that Iran has taken a strate-
gic decision to respond to escalating U.S. 
financial and diplomatic pressure against 
it by threatening the ability of Arab Sunni 
states—bitter rivals of Iran and allies of 
America—to export oil to the world.
The message from the Islamic Republic to 
the Trump administration is clear: If Iran 
won’t be able to export its oil, neither will 
its Arab Sunni neighbors—and so the entire 
global market is at risk of disruption and de-
stabilization.
This is a direct response to the ever-tight-
ening sanctions being placed on Tehran 
by Washington. Recent U.S. steps include 
Trump’s decision in April to cancel sanc-
tion waivers to eight countries that purchase 
Iranian oil. In recent days, the United States 
imposed new sanctions on Iranian industrial 
metals. 

President Trump vows to bring about 
“the official end of Iran” if it threatens 
the US again.
Last month, the State Department classified 
its Islamic Republican Guards Corps (IRG-
C)—a major player in Iran’s regional pow-
er projection, terrorism network and inside 
Iran’s economy—as a terrorist organiza-
tion. The latter move is one that some in the 
American defense establishment assessed 
could result in retribution.
The decision by Iran to retaliate and extract 
“a price” for these moves must have been 
approved by Iranian Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Khamenei. It has already been trans-
lated into action on the ground, with two 
attacks on oil sites in recent days.
The first occurred the UAE, in which four 
commercial ships were damaged in sabo-
tage attacks by an oil-tanker hub near the 
Straits of Hormuz—a major international 
oil-shipping artery that Iran has threatened 
in the past. The second attack took place in 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, targeting oil facil-
ities near the Saudi capital of Riyadh with 
explosive drones.
It is safe to assume that the IRGC is behind 

both attacks, even if its role in the second in-
cident was limited to passing on instructions 
to the Iranian-backed Houthi organization 
in Yemen to launch the drones.

Iran maintains a large network of terrorist, 
heavily armed proxies throughout the re-
gion, giving it the ability of hitting targets 
while maintaining a facade of plausible de-
niability.
Its targeting of these sites is no coincidence, 
as Tehran is particularly enraged by state-
ments from Saudi Arabia pledging to keep 
the oil-production market steady to make up 
for the drastic reduction in Iran’s oil exports.
On April 24, Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani stated that Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates “owed their existence to 
Iran” because the Iranians had refused to 
help former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein 
invade the two countries. The speech was 
part of a rebuke of those Gulf states for their 
willingness to assist the American sanc-
tions. It appears as if the rebuke did not end 
at the rhetorical level.

Tehran pushes back in calculated 
approach

Iran’s actions are not limited to escalating 
the security situation in the Gulf.

The U.S. Administration has branded the 

Iranian Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) 
as a terrorist organization.
It has also imposed an ultimatum on the 
European Union, giving it 60 days to res-
cue the 2015 nuclear deal. Iran is demand-
ing that Europe come through on financial 
mechanisms that would allow it to bypass 
American oil and banking sanctions. 
To make it clear that it is serious, the Islamic 
Republic declared that it would stop observ-
ing limits for stockpiling low-enriched ura-
nium, which the nuclear deal limits to 300 
kilograms, and its heavy water (which can 
be used to produce plutonium). Tehran said 
the nuclear agreement allows it to take these 
steps if other members of the deal exit it, as 
the United States had done in May 2018.
Iran is threatening, in essence, to walk away 
from the nuclear deal if the Europeans can-
not shield it from Trump’s sanctions. So far, 
the E.U.’s leaders have made due with call-
ing on Iran to refrain from any dangerous 
steps.
Ultimately, Iran is so far telling the United 
States that it will not succumb to pressure 
tactics designed to get it back to the negoti-
ating table, which is Trump’s openly stated 
goal. Washington wants to drag Iran back to 
talks in order to come up with a better nucle-
ar deal, as well as address Iran’s destructive, 
aggressive conduct throughout the Middle 
East.

The US has sent warships and missiles to 
the Middle East amid Iran tensions.

This approach was summed up last year 
by U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
and his 12 demands of Iran, which include 
ending support for its network of terrorist 
proxies and an end to its ballistic-missile 
program.
The Iranians are signaling that they have no 

intention of going down that route, even if 
Pompeo’s demands represent an “opening 
position” in Trump’s bargaining tactics.
Meanwhile, America is flexing its own mil-
itary muscle, both through the mobilization 
of a carrier strike group to the region and 
through media reports. This includes Mon-
day’s New York Times report, describing 
how Trump’s security team are weighing 
the sending of a massive U.S. force of 
120,000 soldiers, backed by air and naval 
firepower assets, should Iran resume its nu-
clear program or attack U.S. forces in Iraq, 
Syria or at sea.
At this stage, Iran appears to be pursuing 
a calculated and phased approach, which 
is limited to sending warnings. But it is a 
dangerous new development in the standoff 
with Iran, which is prone to miscalculations 
and rapid escalations, even if they are un-
intended.

With no one blinking at this stage, Israel will 
need to be on high alert for Iranian proxy 
attacks on it. Whether from Syria or Leba-
non—where Iran has built an armed force 
that has more firepower than most militar-
ies in the world—or in Gaza, Iran has the 
ability to drag Israel into the fray should the 
situation escalate further. (Courtesy jns.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Iran Threatens To Disrupt Oil 
Exports From The Persian Gulf

Oil War On The Horizon?
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