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China’s top diplomat calls for U.S.
restraint on trade, Iran

SHANGHAI (Reuters) - China’s senior diplomat Wang Yi told U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo on Saturday that recent U.S. words and actions had harmed the
interests of China and its enterprises, and that Washington should show restraint,
China’s foreign ministry said.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (R) meets Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif (not pictured) at Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, China, May 17,
2019. REUTERS/Thomas Peter/Pool

Speaking to Pompeo by telephone, Wang said the United States should not go “too
far” in the current trade dispute between the two sides, adding that China was still
willing to resolve differences through negotiations, but they should be on an equal
footing.

On Iran, Wang said China hoped all parties will exercise restraint and act with cau-
tion to avoid escalating tensions.

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Morgan Ortagus said in a statement that
Pompeo spoke with Wang and discussed bilateral issues and U.S. concerns about
Iran, but gave no other details.

Tensions between Washington and Tehran have increased in recent days, raising con-
cerns about a potential U.S.-Iran conflict. Earlier this week the United States pulled
some diplomatic staff from its Baghdad embassy following attacks on oil tankers in
the Gulf.

China struck a more aggressive tone in its trade war with the United States on
Friday, suggesting a resumption of talks between the world’s two largest economies
would be meaningless unless Washington changed course.

The tough talk capped a week that saw Beijing unveil fresh retaliatory tariffs, U.S.
officials accuse China of backtracking on promises made during months of talks, and
the Trump administration level a potentially crippling blow against one of China’s

biggest and most successful companies.The United States announced on Thursday g1 E Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (R) meets Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif

it was putting Huawei Technologies Co Ltd, the world’s largest telecoms equipment 1ot nictured) at Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, China, May 17, 2019. REUTERS/Thomas
maker, on a blacklist that could make it extremely hard to do business with U.S. Peter/Pool

Iran dismisses possibility of conflict, says

FILE PHOTO:
dO e S nOt V » ant V V ar Iranian Foreign
Minister Mo-
DUBALI (Reuters) - Iran’s top diplomat ~ of threats to U.S. troops and interests. hammad Javad
on Saturday dismissed the possibility Tehran has described those steps Zarif (C) meets
of war erupting in the region, saying as “psychological warfare” and a “polit- Chinese For-
Tehran did not want a conflict and ical game”. eign Minister
that no country had the “illusion it can Wang Yi (not
confront Iran”, the state news agency “The fact is that Trump has officially pic-
IRNA reported. said and reiterated again that he does tured)
not want a war, but people around him at
Tensions between Washington and are pushing for war on the pretext that Diaoy-
Tehran have increased in recent days, they want to make America stronger
raising concerns about a potential against Iran,” Zarif said.
U.S.-Iran conflict. Earlier this week
the United States pulled some diplo- He told Reuters last month that Trump
matic staff from its Baghdad embassy could be lured into a conflict by the
following attacks on oil tankers in the likes of U.S. national security adviser
Gulf. John Bolton, an ardent Iran hawk.
_ _ _ story is like the World Trade Center ~ ©ilfield in neighboring Iraq after days of
“There will be no war because neither Salami, the commander of the Revolu- towers that collapse with a sudden saber rattling between Washington and
do we want a war, nor has anyone the tionary Guards, said on Saturday that blow,” Salami, known for his fiery Tehran.Bahrain warned its citizens against
idea or illusion it can confront Iran in Iran had nothing to fear from the United rhetoric, was quoted as saying. He traveling to Iraq or Iran due to “unstable
the region,” Foreign Minister Moham- States, which he said was in decline, was referring to the Sept. 11, 2001 conditions”.
mad Javad Zarif told IRNA before the semi-official news agency ISNA attacks.
ending a visit to Beijing. reported. In Washington, officials urged U.S. com-
REGIONAL TENSIONS mercial airliners flying over the waters of
t Donald Trump has bolstered econom-  “The U.S. political system is full of In a sign of the heightened tension the Gulf and the Gulf of Oman to exercise
ic sanctions and built up U.S. military cracks. Though impressive-looking, across the region, Exxon Mobil caution.
presence in the region, accusing Iran it has osteoporosis. In fact, America’s evacuated foreign staff from an
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O’Rourke holds rally near Mexican border
that Trump threatens to shut

EL PASO, Texas (Reuters) - Democratic presi-
dential candidate Beto O’'Rourke held a major
rally in El Paso, Texas, on Saturday, a city thrust
to the center of America’s immigration debate
by President Donald Trump and the U.S govern-
ment this week.

O’Rourke, a former congressman from El Paso,
kicked off a series of three rallies in Texas in his
bid to become the Democratic nominee a day
after Republican Trump threatened to close the
U.S. border with Mexico as soon as next week.

Speaking in El Paso, a few hundred yards from
the border with Mexico, O’'Rourke decried the
Trump administration’s immigration policies and
the presidents call for a border wall.

“We'll find security not through walls,” he de-
clared to cheers from several hundred supporters
as he officially launched his presidential cam-

paign.

Before switching to Spanish to finish his speech,
O’Rourke denounced what he called Trump’s
policies of “fear and division” and accused the
president of seeking “to keep us apart and to
make us afraid of one another”

“Let’s remember, every single one of us are fellow
human beings and deserve to be treated like
fellow human beings,” he said.

O’Rourke’s rally in El Paso was long-planned, but
the city became central to America’s immigration
debate this week.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection Commis-
sioner Kevin K. McAleenan told reporters in El
Paso on Wednesday the southern border system
was at breaking point because of the number of
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illegal immigrants crossing the border each
day.

Trump, who is still determined to build a bar-
rier along parts of the southern border, said on
Friday: “There’s a very good likelihood that I’ll
be closing the border next week, and that will
be just fine with me”

Trump has repeatedly said he would close the
U.S. border with Mexico during his two years
in office. His latest threat had workers and stu-
dents who frequently cross the border worried
about the potential disruption to their lives.

Trump and O’Rourke held dueling rallies in
February in El Paso, which is already divided
from Mexico by steel fencing.

Trump wants it reinforced and hundreds of
miles of additional fencing built along the
border. O'Rourke opposes any new border
structures and opposition to Trump’s border
wall and immigration policies has been a
centerpiece of his campaign.

Democratic 2020 U.S. presidential candidate Beto O’Rourke poses for a photo with supporters
during a kickoff rally on the streets of El Paso, Texas, REUTERS/Lucas Jackson

“We are safe not despite the fact we are a city
of immigrants and asylum seekers - we are
safe because we are a city of immigrants and
asylum seekers,” O’'Rourke said in El Paso on
Saturday.

O’Rourke, who announced his White House
campaign on March 14, shot to national
prominence last year in an unexpectedly close
race against incumbent Texas Republican
Senator Ted Cruz.

His Texas rallies will be watched via livestream
at more than 1,000 locations across America,
according to his campaign.
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Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido attends a meeting with supporters
in Caracas

People react as a tear gas canister lands behind a stage as supporters of Venezuelan opposition leader Juan

Guaido, who many nations have recognised as the country’s rightful interim ruler, gather in Caracas, Venezuela.
REUTERS/Manaure Quintero
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Supporters of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro protest against opposition leader Juan
Guaido in Caracas, Venezuela. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado

U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) speaks to members of the media follow-
ing a televised town hall event in New York

: . ] People pose together for a selfie photo in front of a blossom tree in bloom near the White
Mourners attend the funeral service for the victims of a truck that crashed into a crowd of House in Washington

people in Nahuala

A pro-Brexit protester with a face mask looks on at the March to Leave demonstration in London, Brit- Participants attend military patriotic games at a stadium in rebel-held Donetsk
ain. REUTERS/Toby Melville TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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The White House launched a tool on
Wednesday that will allow any U.S. cit-
izen to submit a complaint if they think
they were unfairly censored on social
media platforms.

Why it matters: Social media bias has
become a major talking point for Presi-
dent Trump and conservatives who argue
that Silicon Valley companies are biased
against their viewpoints.

Be smart: This attitude demonstrates
a complete reversal of the president’s
stance toward social media platforms
since he was inaugurated in 2017.

*At that time, the president told Axios
that he liked platforms like Twitter and
Facebook because they allowed him to
reach voters in an unrestricted way, un-
like the mainstream media.

*Today, Trump uses Twitter as his main
communications vehicle, often sending
dozens of tweets in a single day.
Details: The new form begins by ask-
ing users to submit basic information
about themselves, like their first and last
names. It then asks users if they are cit-
izens.

President Donald Trump speaks to
members of the media on the South
Lawn of the White House on Tuesday.
(Photo/AP)

oIf a user clicks “yes,” the form contin-
ues. If a user clicks “no,” a screen pops
up saying: “Unfortunately, we can’t
gather your response through this form.
Please feel free to contact us at White-
House.gov/contact.”

*The tool asks users to click which plat-
form they’ve experienced bias on: Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube or
Other. It asks users to link to the suspect-
ed post and post a screenshot from the
platform, if applicable, of the rule viola-
tion notification.

‘No matter your views, if you suspect

White House Launches Tool For

Social Media Censorship Complaints

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

political bias caused such an action to
be taken against you, share your sto-
ry with President Trump,” the White
House tells Americans.

The White House is inviting all Ameri-
cans to complain directly to the Trump
administration about social media bans
and suspensions that may be evidence
of “political bias” with a new online tool
launched Wednesday.

“The Trump Administration is fight-
ing for free speech online,” the official
White House account tweeted Wednes-
day while unveiling the new reporting
tool, which also asks people to sign up
to receive Trump’s email newsletters so
they can stay up to date on his “fight for
free speech.” “No matter your views, if
you suspect political bias has caused you
to be censored or silenced online, we
want to hear about it!”

The White House announcement call-
ing on Americans to open up about their
social media experience stops short of
singling out Twitter or Facebook but ap-
pears to frame large tech companies as
a public threat, warning that “too many
Americans” have had their “accounts
suspended, banned, or fraudulently re-
ported for unclear ‘violations’ of user
policies.” Those users are then encour-
aged to “share [their] story with Presi-
dent Trump.”

The website prompts users to fill out an
information form that asks for their first
and last name, zip code, phone number,
and whether or not they are a U.S. cit-
izen, also promising to keep those who
provide their email address “posted on
President Trump’s fight for free speech”
with newsletters. The form then asks
for the users’ social media account us-
ername, what exactly happened to their
account, whether a specific post was in-
volved, and on which platform the “bias”
took place. The website also permits us-
ers to attach screenshots to their forms.
Trump has repeatedly complained about
what he describes as “censorship” of Re-

publican and conservative voices on so-
cial media in recent months, but this ap-
pears to be the first time the White House
has sought to build a case for his claims.
Trump has declared that he and the
White House would be “monitoring and

watching” the situation closely.
——

==

“Social Media & Fake News Media, to-
gether with their partner, the Democrat
Party, have no idea the problems they are
causing for themselves,” he tweeted ear-
lier this month. “VERY UNFAIR!”

Donald J. Trump
C@realDonald Trump
How can it be possible that

James Woods (and many others), a strong
but responsible Conservative Voice, is

banned from Twitter? Social Media &
Fake News Media, together with their
partner, the Democrat Party, have no idea
the problems they are causing for them-
selves. VERY UNFAIR!

164K

1:31 PM - May 4, 2019

Twitter Ads info and privacy

79.4K people are talking about this

Skeptics were quick to point out that
the online form was not very sophisticat-
ed and could be easily gamed by anyone
who wanted to troll the administration.
*For example, the “captcha” response
test used at the end of the survey to de-
termine if the respondent is a bot asks
users to type the year the Declaration of
Independence was signed.

*“T tried it with <1945,” it cleared it. You
just need to type four numbers,” tweeted
Quentin Hardy, head of editorial at Goo-
gle Cloud.

Between the lines: The White House
says the tool is meant to help people
share stories about ways they were un-
fairly targeted by social platforms for
free speech, but the online form where
users can submit requests also appears to
be an email collection mechanism.

*“We want to keep you posted on Presi-
dent Trump’s fight for free speech,” the
form states after a few questions. “Can
we add you to our email newsletters so
we can update you without relying on
platforms like Facebook and Twitter?”
The White House launched the tool just
hours after it broke with more than a
dozen world leaders and top technolo-
gy companies in an international call to
action around the rise of online extrem-
ism on social platforms. (Courtesy axios.
com)
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President Trump recently indicated plans to
change policies for visa holders, tweeting
that a “path to citizenship” for H-1B holders
was potentially possible under his adminis-
tration.

In a tweet posted as the president re-
turned from his trip the day before to the
U.S.-Mexico border, Trump declared that
the U.S. desires to see “talented and highly
skilled people” immigrate to the U.S. and
pursue careers.

“H-1B  holders in the United States can
rest assured that changes are soon coming
which will bring both simplicity and cer-
tainty to your stay, including a potential path
to citizenship,” Trump said.

“We want to encourage talented and highly
skilled people to pursue career options in
the U.S.,” he continued.

The H-1B system, which allows U.S. com-
panies to hire temporary foreign workers to
fill needs not met by the U.S. workforce, is
not intended as a permanent path to citizen-
ship for immigrants coming to the United
States.
Immigration reform has been a centerpiece
of the Trump administration. (Courtesy
https://thehill.com/blogs)
Related

What Changes Are Coming In 2019

To The H1B Visa Program?
What is the status of the current U.S. HI1B
visa program and what can we look forward
to in 2019?
Foreigners view the H1B visa as the gold-
en gate to furthering their career, starting a
family and building a new life in America.
The visa is particularly popular because you
can also transition from it to a green card.
Many applicants are international students

XMEEE

Trump’s Message To H-1B Visa Holders:
‘Path To Cltlzenshlp Could Be Coming Soon

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

trying to transition from F-1 student status
to H-1B work visas on route to a green card.
Each year, the U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Service (USCIS) opens a total
of 85,000 such visas — 65,000 for those
applicants who have a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent, and 20,000 for those with
a master’s degree or higher. The USCIS
begins accepting applications on the first
business day of April each year. Within the
first week, the visa allocation is exhausted.
This year is the sixteenth year in a row that
the H-1B program has experienced such
an overload of applicants. In the first week
of this fiscal year, nearly 200,000 petitions
were received. To cope with this excessive
demand for the work visas, the USCIS has
employed a lottery to choose successful
candidates.

H1-B VISA
STRESS

The US ‘s set to pass a bill on immigration that seeks to prohibit companies from
hiring H-LB employees if they employ more than 50 people in the US and if more
than 50% of those employess are H-1B and L1 visa holders

onlymeant tofil gaps in areas that

The bl i passed, wil have

major implications for the

$146 bilion Indian IT

sector, which isthe largest
couldn' be fild by Americans,

user of HHB visas
0500 TN it TINESINTERNETE s

US Senators Chuck Grassiey and Dick
Durbin, who introduced the bipartisan
legisiation, argue that H-18 visas were

Nearly half of Fortune 500 companies were
founded by first or second-generation im-
migrants and no doubt, many were former
H-1B visa holders. According to a recent
report, U.S. tech giants like Amazon, Mic-
rosoft, Google and Intel are among the top
10 employers of approved H-1B applicants.
Amazon itself, was the second highest guar-
antor of H-1B visas in 2017 with 2,515 such
visas, sharply up from the previous year.
U.S. educators have established without
doubt that the entry of foreign-born scien-
tists and engineers remains an unmatched
source of “strength and vitality” for the
country’s tech industry.

According to an NFAP source, “Employ-
ers report the time lost due to the increase
in denials and Requests for Evidence has
cost millions of dollars in project delays and

=EgT A

contract penalties, while aiding competitors
that operate exclusively outside the United
States.”

VNRELTRAVELERS

123446 TAP TREXEOO1O14

On November 19th, 2018 the U.S. De-
partment of Labor began requiring that
employers of H-1B applicants use a new
Labor Condition Application form (LCA),
ETA 9035. Critics claim the new form is
designed to elicit internal information from
employers and increase government pres-
sure upon H-1B employed companies, with
the intended possibility of negative atten-
tion from the press.

The new labor conditions could deter tech
companies from hiring skilled graduates
abroad lest they fork out too much in annu-
al wages, and could compel them to “hire
American” in line with Trump’s new order.
Alternatively, if companies cannot source
adequate American-born employees, the
new conditions may result in selected for-
eign employees being appointed at much
higher salaries. The true effects of this new
LCA form have yet to be seen.

From the perspective of both foreigners
and international students, the uncertainty
of such U.S. policies and denials, can be
overwhelming. These U.S. restrictions im-
pact Indian and Chinese nationals most be-
cause they account for the vast majority of
these visas. For example, they accounted for
82 per cent of H-1B visas in 2016. Indian
workers specifically are known to specialize
in [T-related jobs, helping fill the gaps in the
tech industry.

However, not all U.S. initiatives regarding
H-1B visas have necessarily been bad. A
change in the way the USCIS conducts its
lottery may benefit some H-1B applicants.
In particular, international students graduat-

ing from US colleges with master’s degrees
(and other advanced degrees) may soon
have a much better chance of receiving an
H-1B visa in the United States. The pro-
posed new policy changes the rules of the
lottery system used to determine who will
receive the H-1B visa as follows:

1. USCIS will reverse the order by which
USCIS selects H-1B petitions under the
H-1B cap and the advanced degree ex-
emption. This will increase the number of
selected H-1B beneficiaries with a master’s
degree or higher from a U.S. institution of
higher education up to 16% (or 5,340 work-
ers).

2. USCIS will require petitioners seeking
to file H-1B cap-subject petitions to first
electronically register with USCIS. The em-
ployers will not need to send in the H-1B
petitions and supporting documentation be-
fore the cap selection process. This will ease
the amount of work required to apply for the
H-1B visas.

USCIS expects that shifting to electronic
registration would reduce overall costs for
petitioners and create a more efficient and
cost-effective H-1B cap petition process for
USCIS.
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As the political landscape in Washington
changes following the results of the recent
2018 election, hopefully more positive
changes will be introduced to increase the
effectiveness of the H-1B visa program.
(Courtesy forbes.com)
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