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In unprecedented move, U.S. names Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards terrorist group
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WASHINGTON/DUBAI (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump 
on Monday branded Iran’s elite Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps a 
terrorist organization, an unprecedented step that raises the specter of 
retaliation from Tehran in an increasingly tense Middle East.
It is the first time the United States has formally labeled another coun-
try’s military a terrorist group.
“The IRGC is the Iranian government’s primary means of directing and 
implementing its global terrorist campaign,” Trump said in a statement.
Iran immediately condemned the decision as an illegal act prompted 
by Tehran’s regional influence and “success in fighting against Islamic 
State,” according to state television.
Tensions between the two countries have grown since Trump pulled 
the United States out of a 2015 nuclear deal with Tehran last May and 
reimposed sanctions that had crippled Iran’s economy. Trump said the 
accord did not address Iran’s ballistic missile activity or what he saw as 
its malign influence in the region.
Set up after the 1979 Islamic Revolution with the mission of protecting 
the Shi’ite clerical ruling system, the IRGC is Iran’s most powerful 
security organization and has a huge influence in its political system, 
controlling large swathes of the economy and the armed forces.
The IRGC’s involvement in Iran’s banking and shipping industries 
could complicate matters with U.S. allies, including the European 
Union, which is setting up a new mechanism to facilitate payments 
for Iranian exports. It was not immediately clear how Monday’s move 
would impact Europe’s trade ties with Iran.
Those who do business with the Guards could now receive up to 20 
years in prison and be barred from entering or doing business in the 
United States.
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FILE PHOTO - Members of the Iranian revolutionary guard march during a parade to commemorate 
the anniversary of the Iran-Iraq war (1980-88), in Tehran September 22, 2011. REUTERS/Stringer

FILE PHOTO: Storage tanks are seen at Ecopetrol’s Castilla oil rig platform, in Castilla La 
Nueva, Colombia June 26, 2018. REUTERS/Luisa Gonzalez/File Photo

Oil gains 
up to 2% 
to five-
month 
high as 
Libyan 
output 
threatened

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Oil prices rose up 
to 2 percent on Monday, hitting five-month 
highs on expectations that global supplies 
would tighten due to fighting in Libya, OPEC-
led cuts and U.S. sanctions against Iran and 
Venezuela.
International benchmark Brent futures rose 76 
cents, or 1.1 per- cent, to settle at $71.10 a 
barrel. U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude futures gained $1.32, or 2.1 percent, to 
settle at $64.40 a barrel.
Brent’s session high of $71.19 a barrel and 
WTI’s of $64.44 were the highest since No-
vember.
“This bull continues to run with today’s fresh 
five-month highs further emboldening the 
speculative community that has recently been 
gravitating back into the long side of WTI in 
assertive fashion,” said Jim Ritterbusch, presi-
dent of Ritterbusch and Associates, in a note.
Traders said prices extended gains after data 
from market intelligence firm Genscape 
showed crude stockpiles at Cushing, Oklaho-
ma, the delivery point for WTI, fell by about 
419,000 barrels last week.

Investors already were focused on supply 
during the session as fighting in oil-rich Libya 
threatened to disrupt exports. Eastern forces 
were advancing on the country’s capital, dis-
regarding global appeals for a truce.
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Sugarland, TX. –  Sri Kulkarni, former Dem-
ocratic Nominee and United States Foreign 
Service Officer, announced his campaign to 
represent Texas’ 22nd Congressional District 
today. 

“Problem-solving continues to take the back 
seat to divisive politics in Washington, and it’s 
failing the people of Houston,” said Kulkarni. 
“I’ve dedicated my career to bringing people 
to the table, listening to their problems, and 
finding solutions that move communities 
forward. I’m running for Congress because it’s 
time Washington does the same. Progress for 
the people of our district – not partisan politics 
– is what we need.”

 Kulkarni’s campaign announcement includes 
endorsements from 21 current and former 
elected officials, as well as community leaders 
from across the Lone Star State, including 
Congressman Joaquin Castro, former Con-
gressman Nick Lampson, former State Senator 
Wendy Davis, and former Houston Mayor 
Annise Parker.

 “I am proud to endorse Sri Kulkarni to repre-
sent the people of Texas’ 22nd District. Sri has 
dedicated his life to bringing people together, 
both here at home and around the world. I 
look forward to working with Sri to help deliv-
er results for the people of Texas on healthcare, 
job creation and education.”  – Congressman 
Joaquin Castro, District 20 “Serving as a leader, 
both here at home and around the world, Sri 
has a unique perspective and skillset that is 
desperately needed in Washington today. I’m 
proud to endorse Sri’s campaign for Congress 
because I know he will bring transparency 
as well as accessibility back to the office and 
put the needs of Texas first.”  – Wendy Davis, 

SRI KULKARNI ANNOUNCES CAMPAIGN FOR 
TEXAS’ 22ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 

21 Current & Former Elected Officials & Community Leaders Endorse Kulkarni 
Former State Senator, District 10 

“We need representatives who will hold both 
parties in Washington accountable to our 
community. Sri has the unique experience and 
unwavering passion to do just that and 
deliver real results for the people of the Great-
er Houston area. That is why I am excited to 
endorse Sri Kulkarni for Congress.”  – Annise 
Parker, Former Mayor of Houston

Complete List of Endorsements 
for Kulkarni:

Congressman Joaquin Castro – Congressional 
District 20
Nick Lampson – Former Congressman, Con-
gressional District 22
Wendy Davis – Former State Senator, District 
10
Annise Parker – Former Mayor of Houston
Joe Jaworski - Former Mayor of Gaveston
Representative Jon Rosenthal – State House 
District 135
Commissioner Adrian Garcia – Harris County 
Commissioner, Precinct 2
Trustee Neeta Sane – Houston Community 
College Trustee
Trustee Mike Floyd – Pearland Independent 
School District Trustee
Gordon Quan – Former Houston City Council 
Member
Richard Morrison – Former Fort Bend County 
Commissioner Precinct 1
Nelvin Adriatico – Candidate, Houston City 
Council
Don Bankston – Former Democratic Party 
Chairman, Fort Bend
Christian Beccera – Former Judicial Candidate, 

Fort Bend
Cynthia Bennet – Head of Texas Coalition of 
Black Democrats, Fort Bend
Alice Chen – Candidate, Stafford City Council
Todd Litton – Former Candidate, Congressional 
District 2
Nabila Mansoor – Candidate, Sugarland City 
Council
Eliz Markowitz – Candidate, State House District 
28
Raj Salhotra – Candidate, Houston City Council
Sofia Sheikh – Candidate, Independent School 
District Trustee, Lamar



FILE PHOTO: Actor Felicity Huffman, facing charges in a nationwide college 
admissions cheating scheme, leave federal court in Boston

The Boeoegg, a snowman made of wadding and filled with firecrackers, is burning in a bon-
fire in the Sechselaeuten square in Zurich

The sign of the Cologne-Bonn Sparkasse is pictured at the bank’s headquarters in Bonn, Germa-
ny, April 8, 2019. REUTERS/Wolfgang Rattay
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FILE PHOTO: Oprah Winfrey talks on stage during a taping of her TV show in the Manhattan borough 
of New York City

U.N.’s Bachelet shakes hands with Mexico’s Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard after 
signing an agreement on the provision of guidance and technical assistance in the Ayot-
zinapa case, in Mexico City

Patrons take pictures of one of the the direction signs during practice for the 2019 Masters 
golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia, U.S.

Patrons dine outside the clubhouse during practice for the 2019 Masters golf tournament at the 
Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia, U.S.

Anti-Brexit protesters are seen outside the Houses of Parliament, in London, Britain April 8, 2019. REUTERS/
Henry Nicholls
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COMMUNITY
SNG Chairman Visits Malawi 

Ambassador In Washington, DC
 

(Washington, DC - Global Notes-
April 6, 2019)

It was a beautiful spring day as I traveled 
with my sister Florence and friend Jing to 
a Washington DC suburb. The cherry blos-
soms were blooming and we were filled 
with such seasonal favors and smells. This 
is the best time to visit the U.S. capitol.

 

We also paid a special visit to the Malawi 
Embassy and met with H. E. Ambasador  
Edward Yakobe Sawerengera. We enjoyed 
cup of coffee especially produced in Ma-
lawi.
The Ambasador gave us an introduction to 
his country and pointed out that Malawi  
enjoys the most peaceful political climate 
on the African continent. They have the 
most beautiful lake there, Lake Malawi as 
well as lans with very rich resources ready 
for development.

Embassy of the Republic of Malawi
2408 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20008

I invited the ambassador to visit us Tex-
as in the near future. We promised to do 
our best to help this special African inland 
country to become more visible in Ameri-
ca. /Wea H. Lee, Chairman SNG
--------------------------------------------------

Ambassador Edward Yakobe 
Sawerengera

Ambassador Sawerengera has just com-
pleted a successful one year of duty as 
Ambassador of Malawi to the United 
States of America. Prior to this, he served 
as the Ambassador of Malawi to the Fed-
eral Republic of Brazil, during which he 
facilitated and signed, on behalf of his 
Government, the Investment Cooperation 
and Facilitation Agreement between Bra-
zil and Malawi. Ambassador Sawerengera 
worked as Director General for State Res-
idences (Chief of Staff).                                                                                  
While at State House, he established fa-
vorable and constructive working rela-
tionships with various sections of the 
Presidency, including State House, the 
President’s Advisory Team, and the Office 
of the President and Cabinet.
Ambassador Edward Yakobe Saw-
erengera has had a remarkable and distin-
guished career in public and private sector 
management in Malawi. For 20 years, 
Ambassador Sawerengera worked at the 
Agricultural Development and Marketing 
Corporation (ADMARC), a state mar-
keting agency, where he rose through the 
ranks to the position of Deputy Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer and Head of Operations. 
He worked tirelessly to ensure efficient 
and reliable markets for smallholder farm-
er outputs, and provision of adequate farm 
inputs at all ADMARC depots.

ln the past 15 years, Ambassador Saw-
erengera has held several executive lead-
ership positions including; Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer of David Whitehead & 
Sons (DWS), a textile Company; Chief 
Executive Officer of the National Food 
Reserve Agency NFRA), a strategic grain 
reserve for the state; and Executive Direc-
tor of Malawi Social Action Fund (MA-
SAF), a government project designed to 
finance self-help community projects and 
transfer cash through safety net activities.

Ambassador Sawerengera holds a Diplo-
ma in Agriculture from Bunda College 
of Agriculture of the University of Mala-
wi (1975), a Post-Graduate Certificate in 
Agricultural Marketing and Supply from 
Loughborough Cooperative College-UK 
(1986), and an MBA in Strategic Manage-
ment from Strathclyde Graduate Business 
School-UK (1S94. He is a strategic thinker 
with excellent negotiation skills, and the 
ability to build partnerships and networks 
with relevant stakeholders. Throughout 
his career, Ambassador Sawerengera has 
achieved productivity improvement and 
turned non-performing operations around.
His Excellency Edward Y. Sawerengera 
presented his letters of credence to the 
United States on 16 September, 2016. He 
is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Republic of Malawi to the 
United States on a residential basis. He is 
also accredited on a nonresidential basis to 
the Bahamas, Canada, Mexico and Puerto 
Rica.
Ambassador Sawerengera is happily mar-
ried.

Related 

Malawi – A Special 
African Destination

Malawi is a landlocked country in south-
eastern Africa, is defined by its topogra-
phy of highlands split by the Great Rift 
Valley and enormous Lake Malawi. The 
lake’s southern end falls within Lake Ma-
lawi National Park – sheltering diverse 
wildlife from colorful fish to baboons – 
and its clear waters are popular for diving 
and boating. Peninsular Cape Maclear is 
known for its beach resorts.

Malawi is beating faster now and the leg-
endary welcome is there for all who wish 
to experience the unrivalled combination 
of Lake, Landscape, Wildlife & Culture in 
one of Africa’s most beautiful and com-
pact countries.
Described as the ‘Warm Heart Of Africa’, 
this relatively little known gem of this 
diverse continent has so much to offer; 
wildlife, culture, adventure, scenery, and 
of course the third largest lake in Africa. 
A year-round destination, some even go as 
far to describe Malawi as the most attrac-
tive country in sub-Saharan Africa!

Malawi has a unique combination of at-
tractions to offer. Where else will you 
find such a genuinely warm welcome in 
a country at peace with itself? Where else 
can you experience such a diverse scenic 
kaleidoscope in such a small area? Here 
you have central Africa’s highest moun-
tain, vast high plateaus with seemingly 
limitless views, forests and unspoiled 
game parks and, the jewel in the crown, 
Africa’s third largest and most beautiful 
lake –Lake Malawi is the jewl in Malawi’s 
crown. With tropical beaches and an array 
of watersports, the lake is also home to 
some of the rarest and most beautiful fish 
in the world. truly an inland sea.

  

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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BUSINESS
Cellphone Use With Internet Access                
Bringing Rapid Changes To Cuba

In the 2 1/2 months since Cuba allowed its citizens internet ac-
cess via cellphones, fast-moving changes are subtle but growing 
as Cubans challenge government officials online, post photos of 
filthy school bathrooms and drag what was once of the world’s 
least-connected countries into the digital age.(AP Photo/Ramon 
Espinosa)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

HAVANA (AP) — After a tornado 
slammed Havana in late January, Mijail 
Ramirez complained on Twitter that au-
thorities were threatening to evict him 
from his damaged home. A week later 
he said the government had changed its 
mind and would help him rebuild the 
house.
Jorge Luis Leon used the official Twit-
ter account of a Cuban vice president 
to request that hospital waiting rooms 
have seating for family members, while 
a group of young people launched 
“Sube,” a ride-hailing app for the aging 
American sedans that ply the streets of 
Havana.
In the 2 1/2 months since Cuba allowed 
its citizens internet access via cell-
phones, fast-moving changes are subtle 
but palpable as Cubans challenge gov-
ernment officials online, post photos of 
filthy school bathrooms and drag what 
was one of the world’s least-connect-
ed countries into the digital age. Com-
munist authorities, in turn, are having 
to learn how to deal with more visible 
pressure coming from outside of par-
ty-controlled popular and neighborhood 
committees.
 “Life has changed,” said Alberto 
Cabrera, 25, who is part of the team 
that developed the Sube app. “You see 
it when you walk down the street. The 
other day, looking from the roof of my 
house I could see that a neighbor had 
mobile internet service, as did the per-
son in front and the person beyond him. 
You never saw that before.”

A man holds his phone showing the 
app “Sube,” a ride-hailing app for the 
aging American sedans on the streets 
of Havana, in Havana, Cuba, Thurs-
day, Feb. 21, 2019.

In the first 40 days after Dec. 6, when 
people could start buying internet ac-
cess packages for 3G service, 1.8 mil-
lion Cubans on this island of 11 million 
purchased the services. A government 
report last week said about 6.4 million 
residents use the internet and social net-
works.
Previously, nearly all Cubans could use 
mobile phones to link only to their state-
run email accounts unless they connect-
ed to the internet at a limited number of 
government-sponsored Wi-Fi spots.
“We are in a process of learning about 
how to use the data” packages, said 
Claudia Cuevas, 26, a university pro-
fessor and member of the Sube team. 
“Before you went to the park (with Wi-
Fi zones) once a week to communicate 
with your family.”

The history of the internet in Cuba has 
been rife with tensions and suspicions 
since it began in the 1990s. Cuba’s 
government accused Washington of 
blocking its access to the fiber optical 
cables near the island, forcing it to use 
an expensive and slow satellite service. 
It was only in 2011 that Cuba got access 
to a submarine cable with the help of 
Venezuela. And it wasn’t until 2015 that 
the general population gained access 
through the opening of Wi-Fi points in 
hundreds of parks.
Critics of the communist government 
said it resisted giving Cubans free ac-
cess to the internet because it feared a 
free inflow of information. Government 
supporters said it was fighting efforts by 
Washington to undermine Cuba’s com-
munist system and revolution.

Cellphones are becoming a way of life 
in Cuba, as the country struggles to 
catch up with the rest of the digital 
world.
“For a while, the internet generated 
fear among Cuba’s leaders and there 
was a long wait,” said Harold Carde-
nas, a pro-revolutionary blogger and 
Cuba specialist who now resides in the 
United States. “It was collateral damage 
from the dynamics of the Cold War pro-
longed in Cuba for decades.”
Cardenas said that what Cuba can ex-
pect is “more citizen participation, in-
corporation into global digital trends 
and challenges for the new president.”
People questioned by The Associated 
Press agreed that using the internet has 
become more practical since the recent 
arrival of cellphone access. Cubans are 
moving from state telephone company 
ETECSA to WhatsApp, searching for 
information on the internet and reach-
ing out to government officials through 
Facebook and Twitter.
Julio Aguirre Lusson, 25, a DJ who has 
had a YouTube channel called Tecno-
LikeCuba for a year, says he has noticed 
the impact.
“Previously, the country with the most 
subscribers to my channel ... was Spain, 
followed by the United States, and Cuba 
third. Now the highest number are Cu-
bans,” he said.
Aguirre said, however, that there are 
still many limitations from both outside 
and inside Cuba. For example, there are 
obstacles facing local developers who 
want to enter their products in places 
like Google Play store. And in Cuba, de-
velopers face a paralysis in the delivery 

of operating licenses so they can work 
within a legal framework.

Cellphone user proudly displays the 
flag of Cuba on his cellphone.
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
opened a Twitter account prior to De-
cember and recently ordered all his min-
isters and senior leaders to do the same. 
But many of them only retweet official 
messages or propaganda slogans with-
out providing their own content or an-
swering citizens’ questions.
Diaz-Canel has repeated the importance 
of the internet and says Cuban authori-
ties are working on websites and plat-
forms to provide government services, 
such as requesting a birth certificate or 
being able to fill in government forms 
that now must be done out by hand.
An example of the growing use of the 
internet and social media was the re-
action via Facebook and Twitter to the 
tornado that devastated half of Havana 
in late January. Residents used the plat-
forms to assess the damage and orga-
nize solidarity.
The combination of internet access and 
social networks “is a channel that people 
can use to say things as they are direct-
ly: ‘We need this or this is happening.’ 
It cannot be blocked and people must 
see it as a way to express themselves 
and say what they think,” said Cuevas. 
(Courtesy https://www.apnews.com)
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