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North Korea’s ‘socialist utopia’ needs 
mass labor. A growing market economy 
threatens that
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SEOUL (Reuters) - In January, thousands of North Korean 
students traveled to Mount Paektu, a sacred mountain where the 
ruling family claims its roots and where leader Kim Jong Un is 
building a massive economic hub at the alpine town of Samjiy-
on.
It is one of the largest construction initiatives Kim has launched, 
part of his campaign for a “self-reliant economy” even as he 
seeks to convince U.S. President Donald Trump to lift economic 
sanctions at their second summit later this month.

State media painted an inspiring picture of patriotic students 
braving harsh weather, eating frozen rice, and ignoring super-
visors’ worries about their health in order to work harder on the 
huge building site.
Kim has visited Samjiyon, near the Chinese border, at least five 
times for inspections over the past year.
He envisages a “socialist utopia” with new apartments, hotels, a 
ski resort and commercial, cultural and medical facilities by late 
2020, barely four years after Kim ordered modernization of the 
“sacred land of the revolution”.
North Korean defectors and human rights activists say such 
mass mobilizations amount to “slave labor” disguised as loyalty 
to Kim and the ruling Workers’ Party. Young workers get no pay, 
poor food and are forced to work more than 12 hours a day for 
up to 10 years in return for better chances to enter a university or 
join the all powerful Workers’ Party.
But as private markets boom and more people cherish financial 
stability above political standing, the regime has been struggling 
to recruit the young laborers in recent years, they say.

“Nobody would go there if not for a party membership or educa-
tion, which helps you land a better job. But these days, you can 
make a lot more money from the markets,” said Cho Chung-hui, 
a defector and former laborer.

“Loyalty is the bedrock of the brigades but what do you expect 
from people who know the taste of money?”

‘BOILING BLOOD OF YOUTH’
Last year, after declaring his nuclear weapons program com-
plete, Kim shifted his focus toward the economy, saying people’s 
well-being was a top priority.
Samjiyon is at the center of his new economic initiative, touted 
as what would be a “model of modern mountainous city to be 
the envy of the world,” alongside an ongoing project to create a 
tourist hotspot in the coastal city of Wonsan. here
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Cho Choung-hui, a North Korean defector and economist at the Northern Studies Society, poses for photo-
graphs during an interview with Reuters in Seoul

Presidents Day protests decry Trump’s 
emergency declaration

CHICAGO (Reuters) - Activists in Washington, 
Chicago and dozens of other U.S. cities protested on 
Monday’s Presidents Day holiday against President 
Donald Trump’s declaration of a national emergen-
cy to secure funding for a U.S.-Mexico border wall.
A woman holds a sign during a demonstration 
against U.S. President Donald Trump on President’s 
Day near the White House in Washington, U.S., 
February 18, 2019. REUTERS/Joshua Roberts
Calling Trump’s declaration an abuse of power 
and usurpation of Congress, organizers with the 
nonprofit advocacy group MoveOn.org and other 
participants said it was important to let the outrage 
over the move be heard.
“We disagree with the state of emergency declared 
by the president and stand with our immigrant col-
leagues and friends,” said Darcy Regan, executive 
director of Indivisible Chicago, which co-hosted the 
protest there.
Trump invoked the emergency powers on Friday 
after Congress declined to fulfill his request for $5.7 
billion to help build the wall that was his signature 
2016 campaign promise. His move aims to let him 
spend money appropriated by Congress for other 

purposes.
The Republican president says a wall is needed to 
curb illegal immigrants and illicit drugs coming 
across the border. Democrats and opponents of 
the wall say it is unnecessary.
The protests in Chicago and Washington each 
drew a few hundred people on Monday after-
noon.
Protesters gathered in Chicago’s Federal Plaza 
carried signs that read “Dump Trump” and “Fake 
Emergency” and chanted “No wall, no fear, immi-
grants are welcome here.”
Trump declares national emergency over border 
wall.Cheryl Krugel-Lee, a 32-year-old student, said 
she brought her 4-year-old daughter to the protest in 
freezing weather to set an example for her.
“This was a power grab by the Trump administra-
tion, and it’s immoral and illegal,” Krugel-Lee said.
Organizers said 250 events were planned, including 
in New York, Los Angeles and San Francisco.
Democrats have vowed to challenge the national 
emergency declaration as a violation of the U.S. 
Constitution. California state Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra said in television interviews that his 
state and others would sue the Trump administration 
on Monday.
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A cadre of roughly two dozen activists gathered Monday 
outside Houston police headquarters demand murder 
charges against the narcotics agent accused of fabricat-
ing evidence used to justify a no-knock raid that left two 
civilians dead.
Carrying signs denouncing the police union president and 
demanding an end to “police brutality,” protesters from 
People’s New Black Panthers, Black Lives Matter Houston, 
the Socialist Alternative, and Indivisible Houston turned 
up at noon to voice their concerns.
“We have a dead couple here,” said outspoken activist 
Shere Dore. “And that happened because one officer lied 
and I think citizens have a right to know. Are we truly 
protected with officers like this patrolling the streets?”
From the outset, the Jan. 28 bust sparked controversy in 
the community after Rhogena Nicholas, her husband Den-
nis Tuttle and their dog were all killed in a shoot-out that 
failed to net the heroin stash police were looking for. Five 
officers were injured, including case agent Gerald Goines.

Initially Houston police Chief Art Acevedo lauded the 
veteran undercover officer, who was shot in the neck after 
bursting in the home at 7815 Harding. But on Friday, 
local media learned of a new search warrant seeking more 
information about officers’ actions in the case, and Ace-
vedo pulled together a hastily called press conference to 
announce that Goines would likely face criminal charges.
HPD Chief Art Acevedo provides an update to investiga-
tion of an officer-involved shooting on Jan. 28 that ended 
with 2 people dead and five officers injured.
“We know that there’s already a crime that’s been com-
mitted,” Acevedo said then. “It’s a serious crime when we 
prepare a document to go into somebody’s home, into the 
sanctity that is somebody’s home.”
According to the court filing that leaked out on Friday, an 
internal investigation found Goines allegedly lied about 
using a confidential informant to conduct an undercover 
buy at the Pecan Park home in the days before the deadly 
raid. When he initially filled out the affidavit used to jus-
tify the no-knock warrant, Goines wrote that he’d moni-
tored the informant’s heroin buy.

Protesters to demand murder charge 
against cop involved in Pecan Park drug 

But after police raided the home - 
setting off a gun battle but only net-
ting 18 grams of pot and 1.5 grams 
of cocaine - Goines was questioned 
about the informant he used. He 
gave two different names in two dif-
ferent interviews, but both ultimately 
denied taking part in the buy.
Investigators then got a full list of 
Goines’ confidential informants, 
and they all denied making a buy at 
the Tuttle house or ever purchasing 
narcotics from Nicholas or Tuttle, 
according to the court filing.
Now, authorities are reviewing Go-
ines’ past cases, fielding calls for an 
outside investigation and determin-
ing what - if any - charges could be 
filed. An attorney for Goines did not 
respond to a request for comment.
In the days after the raid, Houston 
police union president Joe Gamaldi 
sparked controversy with comments 
in press conferences and on national 
TV, telling anti-police activists “we’ve 
got your number” and denouncing 
“dirtbags trying to take our lives 
when all we’re trying to do is protect 
this community and our families.”
Those comments served as one focus 
of Monday’s protests, as some called 
- again - for Gamaldi’s resignation.
“For someone with a badge to 
come out and say he’s got activists 
numbers,” said Yahcanon Ben Yah, 
national chairman of the Peoples’ 
New Black Panther. “We would like 
to know whose numbers Joe Gamal-
di has. Who is he tracking? How long 
has he been tracking them?”
Though small, the gathering drew 
protesters from police scandals of the 

distant past.

“Enough is enough,” said Richard Molina, 
nephew of Joe Campos Torres, a veteran 
killed by police officers in the 1970s in 
one of the most notorious police bru-
tality cases in the department’s history. 
“It’s 2019. This kind of misinformation, 
lying to commit these kinds of actions...it 
shouldn’t happen.”

In this case, he said, the officer “is respon-
sible” for the injured officers and slain 
couple.

“It’s not a mistake,” he added. “It was a 
deliberate lie and action. He needs to be 
held accountable.”

Black Lives Matter activist Shere Dore address the media as protestors gather in front of the 
Houston Police Department headquarters building in downtown Houston, Monday, Feb. 18, 
2019. The activists said they were calling for police accountability and a murder charge the nar-
cotics agent accused of fabricating evidence used to justify a no-knock raid that left two civilians 
dead.



Logo of broadband and telecommunications provider UPC Schweiz is seen at 
its headquarters in Wallisellen

FILE PHOTO: Police trooper stands on a street in the Red Sea port city of Hodeidah, Yemen

Humanitarian aid for Venezuela, with a sticker that reads “Donation, prohibited its sale”, is 
seen in a warehouse on the Tienditas cross-border bridge between Colombia and Venezuela in 
Cucuta
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A girl stands next to a wall as she leaves her school in Kano, Nigeria February 18, 2019. REUTERS/
Luc Gnago

Laureus World Sports Awards - Salle des Etoiles, Monaco - February 18, 2019 Xia Boyu 
poses as he celebrates winning the Sporting Moment of the Year award REUTERS/Eric 
Gaillard

People hold signs during a demonstration against U.S. President Donald Trump on 
President’s day near the White House in Washington

Laureus World Sports Awards - Salle des Etoiles, Monaco - February 18, 2019 Lindsey Vonn 
poses after winning the Spirit of Sport award REUTERS/Eric Gaillard

FILE PHOTO: Flowers and pictures of victims are placed near the entrance of Reina nightclub in Istanbul, Tur-
key, January 17, 2017. REUTERS/Osman Orsal/File Photo
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Tim Cook, Apple CEO
OVERVIEW

Apple Is Targeting April To Launch Its New Video Service --          
But Without Netflix And Probably Without HBO 

Apple is targeting April to debut a new streaming product that will include 
original content free for Apple device owners and a platform to subscribe to 

other digital media services.
HBO hasn’t signed on to the service yet but still may do so. But Netflix and 

Hulu aren’t expected to be a part of the “Channels” service.

Despite The Global Ambition Of China’s Tech Giants,              
Some Of Their Most Important Companies And Projects              

Are Still Named In Chinese And Spelled In Pinyin

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Apple is in the final stages of preparing 
its new streaming video service, which 
will feature free original content for de-
vice owners and a subscription platform 
for existing digital services. But don’t ex-
pect Netflix to be a part of it, and HBO’s 
participation is also in doubt, according 
to people familiar with the matter.
Apple is aiming to launch service in April 
or early May. It will allow customers to 
sign up for existing digital streaming 
products and watch them in the iOS TV 
application, similar to Amazon’s Prime 
Video Channels. Apple wants to simplify 
mobile video viewing by housing con-
tent in one app instead of forcing users 
to launch separate apps for each service.
Lions Gate’s Starz; CBS, which owns 
Showtime; and Viacom are expected to 
offer subscription streaming services on 
the Apple platform, according to people 
familiar with the matter, who asked not 
to be named because the discussions are 

private.
HBO may join its premium network 
brethren but isn’t as far along in discus-
sions with Apple, one of the people said. 
Apple hasn’t offered HBO the same terms 
that Amazon offered, said the person.

Apple to launch TV service in April.
While the exact disagreement between 
Apple and HBO isn’t known, media 
companies have been concerned about 
data sharing and revenue splits as Apple 
tries to aggregate existing services in new 
ways. For instance, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported Tuesday that Apple is push-
ing to take nearly 50 percent of revenue 

derived from a new subscription news 
service it’s planning to launch later this 
year.
Apple is pushing for a 30 percent cut 
on every customer that subscribes to an 
over-the-top video service through its 
streaming service, three of the people 
said. Currently, Apple takes a 15 per-
centcut on revenue from customers that 
sign up to HBO Now, Netflix, and other 
streaming apps through the App Store, 
two people said.
Netflix and Hulu aren’t part of Amazon 
Prime Video Channels and aren’t expect-
ed to be a part of Apple’s product either, 
according to people familiar with the 
matter.
Spokespeople at Apple, CBS, HBO, 
Hulu, Netflix, Starz and Viacom declined 
to comment.
Apple has jostled with traditional me-
dia companies for years over getting 
access to their content. CEO Tim Cook 
previewed Apple’s new offering on the 
company’s earnings conference call last 
month.

Apple is targeting April to launch its 
new video service.

“We see huge changes in customer be-
havior taking place now and we think 
that it will accelerate as the year goes by 
with the breakdown of the cable bundle. I 
think that it’ll likely take place at a much 
faster pace this year,” Cook said. “We 
will participate in the original content 
world. We have signed a multi-year part-
nership with Oprah, but today I’m not re-
ally ready to extend that conversation be-

yond that point. We’ve hired some great 
people that we have a super amount of 
confidence in, and we’ll have something 
to say more on that later.”
Apple’s deal with Oprah Winfrey and 
other big entertainment names like Re-
ese Witherspoon and Steven Spielberg 
will give Apple device owners access 
to both film and TV content for no addi-
tional charge. Apple is planning to offer 
its original content free to device users, 
CNBC first reported in October. Apple 
planned to spend about $1 billion on 
originals last year, the Wall Street Journal 

reported. Apple has agreed to a number 
of movies and series already, includ-
ing animated features, comedies, reality 
shows and dramas, most of which were 
compiled by Macworld here. (Courtesy 
cnbc.com)
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Overview 
In a civil lawsuit against Monsanto, the mak-
er of Roundup, there was enough evidence 
presented to convince the jury that Roundup 
does indeed cause cancer. The jury was so con-
vinced, it ordered Monsanto to pay out $289 
million to one man. What’s more, the jury found 
the                     company knew its product is 

dangerous and has hidden the evidence.
A San Francisco jury has ordered Monsanto to 
pay $289 million to Mr. Dewayne Johnson, a 
former pest control manager for an area school 
who developed incurable non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma in 2014 after regularly using Monsan-
to’s proprietary Roundup during his nearly four 
years on the job. The jury, which deliberated for 
three days, found Friday that the company had 
marketed its Roundup weedkiller products to 
the public despite being aware that the active 
ingredient, glyphosate, caused cancer.
Monsanto’s actions showed a “deliberate effort 
to distort the truth,” Brent Wisner, Johnson’s 
lawyer, said in closing arguments Tuesday.
“The jury found Monsanto acted with malice 
and oppression because they knew what they 
were doing was wrong and doing it with reck-
less disregard for human life,” said Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., a member of Johnson’s legal team. 
“This should send a strong message to the 
boardroom of Monsanto.”

more than 4,000 similar cases in various state 
courts to go to trial, was expedited in accor-
dance with California law when his doctors 

might not live long enough to learn the verdict 
of the case.
CNN reports that this verdict could “set a mas-
sive precedent” for decisions on the remaining 
cases.

The legal team against Monsanto
Monsanto continues to deny a link between its 
product and lymphoma and plans to appeal the 
decision, according to NBC.
Monsanto vice president Scott Partridge ex-
pressed the company’s sympathy with regards 

to Johnson and his family, but he expressed that 
the decision “does not change the fact that more 

conclusions by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the U.S. National Institutes of 
Health and regulatory authorities around the 
world — support the fact that glyphosate does 
not cause cancer, and did not cause Mr. John-
son’s cancer.”
The World Health Organization found in 2015 
that glyphosate was a “probable” human car-
cinogen, but other organizations, including the 
EPA, continue to deny the link, claiming insuf-

-
cauthority.com)
A ROUNDUP Case Story By Guest Writer 

Steve Kroening, ND
Jury Finds Monsanto Is Guilty of “Malice” 

for Hiding Dangers of Roundup
 Mark is a friend and wildlife biologist who has 
told me numerous times the herbicide Roundup 
is completely safe. Another friend, John, is a 
chemist who says Roundup is so safe he would 
almost swallow a spoonful of it. Of course, he 
has never done so. And now, we learn it’s a 
good thing.
In a civil lawsuit against Monsanto, the maker of 
Roundup, there was enough evidence presented 
to convince the jury that Roundup does indeed 
cause cancer. The jury was so convinced, it or-
dered Monsanto to pay out $289 million to one 
man. What’s more, the jury found the company 
knew its product is dangerous and has hidden 
the evidence.
Once you read the details of the case, you’ll 
agree with the jury – and you’ll want to use 
something else to kill weeds in your yard. For-
tunately, there’s a natural way to do so that’s 
much less expensive and easy to make at 
home....
This story is one we hear all too often – and 
never see any justice. Chemical manufacturing 
companies like Monsanto are eager to sell their 
products. To do so, they have to make them 
seem as safe as possible. So they come up with 
story lines like my chemist friend gave me.
I’ve heard several people say they would 
swallow a spoonful of Roundup. No one ever 
swallows the product, though. And yet, I keep 
hearing this same line of “proof” that it’s safe. 
I’ve heard it so often, I have to wonder if it’s 
a talking point started by Monsanto to allevi-
ate fears of its product. It’s an easy one to roll 
off your tongue – and no one would ever ex-
pect you to actually swallow it. But the point 

is made.
Well, turns out, Roundup isn’t so safe.

Dewayne John-
son’s Sad Story
Dewayne John-
son has three 
children and 
is a 46-year-

old former groundskeeper. He’s a “former” 
groundskeeper because he’s terminally ill with 
cancer.
In 2012, he took a position with the school dis-
trict of Benicia, California, a suburb just north 
of San Francisco. The job required him to take 
care of the school grounds, which required him 
to spray Roundup to control weeds. There were 
many days where he had to spray the chemicals 

-
sure.
During the trial, he argued that the exposure 
he had to the chemicals caused non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma (NHL), a blood cell cancer. On the 
stand, he detailed his pain and suffering, as skin 
lesions took over his body.
“I’ve been going through a lot of pain,” John-

you … I’m not getting any better.”
After developing the cancer and seeing the con-

let him use the herbicide near schoolchildren. 
He said: “I never would’ve sprayed that product 
on school grounds or around people if I knew it 
would cause them harm.”
Johnson likely has just months to live, and his 
medical bills are piling up. His wife is work-
ing two jobs, with many 14-hour days, in an 
attempt to pay for the medical bills. All to no 
avail.
The jury award of $289 million is to cover past 
and future economic losses and punitive dam-
ages.

Plaintiff DeWayne Johnson reacts after 
hearing the verdict to his case against Mon-
santo at the Superior Court Of California in 
San Francisco, California on Aug. 10, 2018. 

As sad as Johnson’s story is, it’s not the end 
of story for Monsanto. Just think of how many 
people use Roundup on a daily basis thinking 
it’s safe enough to drink.
Monsanto “Acted With Malice or Oppres-

sion”
Monsanto’s chemicals are dangerous. And 
Johnson’s lawyer was allowed to prove it in this 
case. But the lawyer did much more damage to 
Monsanto than prove the dangers of the product 
– he proved Monsanto knew their product was 
dangerous and lied about it.
The jury determined that Monsanto’s Roundup 
caused Johnson’s cancer and that the corpora-
tion failed to warn him of the health hazards 
from the constant exposure he endured. But this 
jury went much further. The men and women 
were so appalled with the evidence that they 
found Monsanto “acted with malice or oppres-
sion.”
In other words, an ethical district attorney needs 
to look into criminal charges here!
This was an unusual case, as the judge presid-
ing over it allowed the plaintiff to present scien-

to show how Monsanto had “fought science” 
for years. In fact, they had gone so far as to tar-
get any scientists who spoke up about possible 
health risks from Roundup.
The judge also allowed the plaintiff to present 
internal emails from Monsanto showing the 
malice company executives and employees 
committed in trying to hide their product’s dan-
gers.

to show the jury the secret, internal Monsanto 
documents proving that Monsanto has known 
for decades that ... Roundup could cause can-
cer.” These internal documents were internal 
emails from Monsanto executives that John-
son’s attorney said “demonstrated how the cor-
poration repeatedly ignored experts’ warnings, 

to ‘ghostwrite’ research that encouraged contin-
ued usage.”

Monsanto Fights Back
Monsanto fought hard against the evidence 
presented in the trial. The company’s lawyers 
maintained that Roundup is safe and not linked 
to cancer. They presented studies that countered 
the research and testimony submitted by John-
son’s team. The herbicide is registered in 130 
countries and approved for use on more than 
100 crops. But here’s where Monsanto ran into 
trouble.
In 2015, the World Health Organization’s inter-

national agency for research on cancer (IARC) 

to humans.” This triggered a wave of legal and 
legislative challenges and opened the door for 
Johnson’s lawsuit.
The company line, as detailed by Scott Par-
tridge, the vice-president of Monsanto, has 
been to reject the verdict and push for an ap-
peal. Partridge insisted the “verdict doesn’t 
change the four-plus decades of safe use and 
science behind the product.”

Partridge said the IARC verdict “has been 
demonstrated as having been corrupted.” He 
asserts the organization does “no testing, they 
do no analysis, they have no laboratories, they 
simply render an opinion.”

reproach on much of anything. They’re the pot 
calling the kettle black in this instance. But 
there’s enough evidence outside of the IARC 
verdict to destroy Monsanto’s lies. Much of this 
was presented at the trial.
Whatever you do, don’t believe the hype that 
expensive chemicals that kill plants and ani-
mals are completely safe. They’re effective at 
what they do because they’re harmful prod-
ucts. It’s common sense, but it’s not commonly 
thought through.
If you think you have used a toxic herbicide 
such as ROUNDUP, you need to take steps to 
protect yourself. The best way to do that is to 
detoxify your body regularly. Many people go 

idea. But to get these chemicals out of your 
body, you need daily protection from a detox 
product that can remove pesticides and herbi-
cides from your blood and tissues.
Exercise and/or sitting in a sauna are also im-
portant, as sweating is a great way to release 
toxins from your body.
Eating organic fruits and vegetables is vital as 
well. Unless it says organic, you need to as-
sume that it has Roundup on it and in it. Re-

use Roundup as a part of its new gene structure.
Yes, there are natural products that will work, 
particularly as an herbicide. Vinegar is one. 
Combine one gallon of vinegar with two cups 
of salt and two tablespoons of dish soap (stir 
until the salt dissolves) and it will work even 
faster. The combination probably won’t work as 
fast as Roundup – and may need more applica-
tions. But it also won’t cause cancer. (Courtesy 
https://www.nutrientinsider.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Jury Says Monsanto’s Roundup Causes 
Cancer, Awards One Victim $289 Million
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