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China calls for peaceful talks 
to resolve Venezuela issue
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BEIJING (Reuters) - Venezuela should resolve its own matters 
itself via peaceful talks and China supports the international 
community’s efforts in this regard, the Chinese foreign ministry 
said.
About 20 European Union nations including Britain, Germany, 
France and Spain have aligned with the United States in recog-
nizing Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s interim president and pres-
suring socialist President Nicolas Maduro to call a new election.
Offering a counter-point to Washington’s hard-line stance, the 
EU and a group of Latin American governments that has kept a 
moderate line on Venezuela called for dialogue and fresh elec-
tions

The EU-backed International Contact Group on Venezuela in its 
inaugural meeting in the Uruguayan capital of Montevideo this 
week said overly forceful intervention could aggravate the crisis.
Responding to that meeting, China’s foreign ministry said in 
a statement late on Friday that China supported the efforts of 
the international community on the peaceful settlement of the 
Venezuela issue and hoped all parties would continue to play a 
constructive role.

“Venezuela’s affairs should be resolved by its people within 
the framework of the constitution and the law through peaceful 
dialogue and political channels,” the ministry said.
“Only this way can Venezuela realizing lasting stability.”
China has lent more than $50 billion to Venezuela through 
oil-for-loan agreements over the past decade, securing energy 
supplies for its fast-growing economy.
Maduro on aid: Venezuelans not ‘beggars’
But the financing dried up as the South American country’s 
economy began spiraling downward in 2015, pressured by plum-
meting oil prices.

Guaido has said a change in government in Venezuela would 
favor its two main foreign creditors Russia and China, and that 
he has sent communications to both countries, which have close 
relations with Maduro’s government.
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People take part in a protest as police stand guard in Caracas

Trump says North Korea talks produc-
tive, summit will be in Hanoi

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump 
said on Friday that U.S. diplomats had a “very produc-
tive meeting” with North Korean officials, and he an-
nounced his summit later this month with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un would be held in Vietnam’s capital, 
Hanoi.
“My representatives have just left North Korea after a 
very productive meeting and an agreed upon time and 
date for the second Summit with Kim Jong Un. It will 
take place in Hanoi, Vietnam, on February 27 & 28,” 
Trump said on Twitter.“I look forward to seeing Chair-
man Kim & advancing the cause of peace!” he said.
Earlier this week, Trump announced the dates for the 
second summit with Kim and said it would be held in 
Vietnam, but the city had not been disclosed.
Stephen Biegun, the U.S. special representative for 
North Korea, held three days of talks in Pyongyang to 
prepare for the summit, the State Department said on 
Friday.It said Biegun had agreed with his counterpart 
Kim Hyok Chol to meet again ahead of the summit.
In their talks in Pyongyang from Wednesday until Fri-
day Biegun and Kim Hyok Chol “discussed advancing 
President Trump and Chairman Kim’s Singapore sum-
mit commitments of complete denuclearization, trans-
forming U.S.-DPRK relations, and building a lasting 
peace on the Korean Peninsula,” 

FILE PHOTO: Intercontinental ballistic missiles are driven 
past the stand with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and 
other high-ranking officials during a military parade marking 
the 105th birth anniversary of country’s founding father Kim 
Il Sung, in Pyongyang April 15, 2017. REUTERS/Damir 
Sagolj/File Photo

People take part in a protest in Caracas, Venezuela January 
23, 2019 in this picture obtained from social media. The 
placard reads, "We are free". 
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. negotiators are preparing 
to press China next week on longstanding demands that 
it reform how it treats American companies’ intellectual 
property in order to seal a trade deal that could prevent 
tariffs from rising on Chinese imports.

A new round of trade talks begins in Beijing on Monday, 
after the most recent set of negotiations concluded in 
Washington last week without a deal and with the top U.S. 
negotiator declaring that a lot more work needed to be 
done.

A White House official said on Friday that preparations 
were under way and the talks would continue to focus on 
pressing Beijing to make structural reforms.

The White House announced a timeframe for the Beijing 
talks in a statement. It said lower level officials will kick 
off the meetings on Monday, led on the American side by 
Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Jeffrey Gerrish.
Higher principal-level talks will take place Thursday and 
Friday with U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer 
and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin.

Lighthizer, whom Trump named to spearhead the process 
after agreeing a 90-day truce in the trade war with Beijing, 
has been a strong proponent of pushing China to make 
such reforms and end what the United States views as un-
fair trade practices including stealing intellectual property 
and forcing U.S. companies to share their technology with 
Chinese firms.

China has denied it engages in such practices.

“The United States is a great producer of technology, and 
innovation, and know-how, and trade secrets. And we 
have to operate in an environment where those things 
are protected,” Lighthizer said last week after talks at the 
White House.

“I’m by no means predicting success; there is a lot of work 
that has to be done,” he said.

U.S.-China trade talks resume next week, 
focus on intellectual property

The two sides are trying to hammer out a deal ahead 
of the March 1 deadline when U.S. tariffs on $200 
billion worth of Chinese imports are scheduled to 
increase to 25 percent from 10 percent.

Trump said on Thursday he did not plan to meet 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping before that dead-
line, dampening hopes that a trade pact could be 
reached quickly.

“We are hearing the list of issues the two presidents 
will ultimately have to make decisions on is being 
narrowed, so that’s an indication that things are 
being addressed. But we’re also hearing that there’s a 
lot of work to be done,” said Erin Ennis, senior vice 
president of the US-China Business Council, who 
says she has spoken with officials in both the United 
States and China. “I don’t think either side is expect-
ing a draft of something next week.”

Another source who had been briefed on the talks 
said a lot of work also needed to be done on an 
enforcement mechanism for a potential deal.

No Trump-Xi meeting before March trade deadline
“If there’s some indication that they’re making 
progress on subsidies, forced tech transfer and the 
constellation of issues there and an enforcement 
mechanism, that would be interesting. The word 
coming out of this last round was that there was 
very limited, measly progress on those issues,” the 
source said.
Escalating tensions between the United States and 
China have cost both countries billions of dollars 
and roiled global financial markets.
If the negotiations do not progress sufficiently, the 
U.S. officials said increased tariffs will take effect. 
Washington could agree to extend the deadline 
without a deal if talks are progressing. Trump said 
last week he did not think the deadline would need 
to be extended, though he said a deal might not be 
on paper by then.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump and China's President 
Xi Jinping shake hands after making joint statements at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing, China, November 9, 2017. REUTERS/Damir 
Sagolj/File Photo



Models are seen backstage as they wear creations by Veronica de la Vega 
during the International Flamenco Fashion Show SIMOF in the Andalusian 
capital of Seville

People walk outside a Scotiabank branch in San Salvador, El Salvador, February 8, 2019. 
REUTERS/ Jose Cabezas

Santhanaladchumy Kanagaratnam, mother of Kirushna Kumar Kanagaratnam who was killed 
by Canadian serial killer Bruce McArthur, gestures after McArthur was sentenced to life im-
prisonment following his guilty plea to eight counts of first-degree murder, in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, February 8, 2019. REUTERS/Chris Helgren TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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The corporate logo of Scotiabank is seen on a branch in San Salvador

U.S. Rep. Veronica Escobar (D-TX) questions Acting U.S. Attorney General Whitaker 
during House Judiciary Committee oversight hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington

Models are seen backsstage as they wear creations by Ana Moron during the Inter-
national Flamenco Fashion Show SIMOF in the Andalusian capital of Seville

Jay Jones, Delegate for the 89th District of the Virginia House of Delegates arrives for the 
session of the General Assembly in Richmond, Virginia, U.S, February 8, 2019. REUTERS/Jay 
Paul

Acting U.S. Attorney General Whitaker departs after testifying at House Judiciary Committee oversight hearing 
on Capitol Hill in Washington
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HOUSTON (Jan. 7, 2019) - World-re-
nowned jazz guitarist and Houston mu-
sic legend Joe Carmouche is the featured 
performer at the 2019 Houston Commu-
nity College Black History Scholarship 
Fundraiser, 6 p.m., Saturday, February 
23, 2019 at the Czech Center Museum 
Houston, 4920 San Jacinto St., Hous-
ton, TX 77004. 
Now in its 13th year, the HCC Black 
History Scholarship Fundraiser is one 
of the premier annual Black History 
Month events in Houston. The event 

has raised thousands of dollars to sup-
port deserving students at HCC. Several 
of this year’s scholarship recipients will 
be on hand to describe how the schol-
arship program has made tremendous 
differences in their lives.
WHAT: 2019 HCC Black History 
Scholarship Fundraiser
WHEN: 6 p.m., Saturday, February 23, 
2019
WHERE: Czech Center Museum Hous-
ton, 4920 San Jacinto St., Houston, TX 
77004

 Guitarist Joe Carmouche
As one of the best jazz guitarists in 
the world, Carmouche has played with 
such musical greats as Kenny Burrell, 
Joe Sample, Ronnie Laws, Kirk Wha-
lum and Arnett Cobb. He has recorded 
five jazz guitar CDs and is a regular 
performer at Houston-area nightclubs, 
including his own venue, Legends Jazz 
Café. Carmouche has long been one of 
Houston’s most popular and in-demand 
performers.

In addition to enjoying the music of 
Carmouche, guests of the scholarship 
fundraiser will feast on gourmet de-
lights and participate in a live and silent 
auction.

Seating at the 2019 HCC Black History 
Scholarship Fundraiser is limited to 250. 
Purchase tickets at hccs.edu/blackhis-
tory and then follow us on Facebook at 
#BHScholarships2019. More informa-
tion is available at 713-718-5000.

#
About HCC
Houston Community College (HCC) is 
composed of 15 Centers of Excellence 
and numerous satellite centers that 
serve the diverse communities in the 
Greater Houston area by preparing in-
dividuals to live and work in an increas-
ingly international and technological 
society. HCC is one of the country’s 
largest singly-accredited, open-admis-
sion, community colleges offering as-
sociate degrees, certificates, workforce 
training, and lifelong learning oppor-
tunities. To learn more, visit www.hccs.
edu.
 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Legendary Guitarist Joe Carmouche 
To Headline HCC Black History 
Scholarship Fundraiser Feb. 23

A First For Houston And Texas!
BRIDGE AHEAD --

The Filipino American Chamber of Commerce Greater Houston (FACCGH) will be 
hosting the Philippine UFranchise Roadshow on February 19-20, 2019. We invite 
the public (especially those who are planning on putting up a business or helping 
their families in the Philippines) to take advantage of this rare opportunity. Time 
and venue to be announced. Visit our website at www.faccgh.org for details.
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A computer café in Beijing,
OVERVIEW

China capital plans ‘social credit’ system 
by end of 2020 Citizens with poor scores 
will be ‘unable to move’ a step up.

                                                                            desab snezitic sti lla knar ot snalp anihC
on their “social credit” by 2020.
People can be rewarded or punished 
according to their scores.Like private 

scores can move up and down according 
to their behavior.
At the moment the system is piece-

                                      ,slicnuoc ytic yb nur era emos — laem
while others are scored by private tech 
platforms that hold personal data.
China’s plan to judge each of its 1.3 bil-
lion people based on their social behavior 
is moving a step closer to reality, with Bei-
jing set to adopt a lifelong points program 
by 2021 that assigns personalized ratings 
for each resident.
The capital city will pool data from several 
departments to reward and punish some 22 
million citizens based on their actions and 
reputations by the end of 2020, according 
to a plan posted on the Beijing municipal 
government’s website on Monday. Those 
with better so-called social credit will get 

The Beijing project will improve black-
list systems so that those deemed untrust-
worthy will be “unable to move even a 
single step,” according to the govern-
ment’s plan. Xinhua reported on the pro-
posal Tuesday, while the report posted on 
the municipal government’s website is 
dated July 18.

Commuters in Shanghai in 2008
China has long experimented with sys-
tems that grade its citizens, rewarding 
good behavior with streamlined services 

while punishing bad actions with re-
strictions and penalties. Critics say such 
moves are fraught with risks and could 
lead to systems that reduce humans to lit-
tle more than a report card.
Ambitious Plan
Beijing’s efforts represent the most ambi-
tious yet among more than a dozen cities 
that are moving ahead with similar pro-
grams.
Hangzhou rolled out its personal cred-
it system earlier this year, rewarding 
“pro-social behaviors” such as volunteer 
work and blood donations while punish-

charge under-the-table fees. By the end of 
May, people with bad credit in China have 
been blocked from booking more than 11 

train trips, according to the National De-
velopment and Reform Commission.
According to the Beijing government’s 
plan, different agencies will link databas-
es to get a more detailed picture of every 
resident’s interactions across a swathe of 
services. The proposal calls for agencies 
including tourism bodies, business regu-
lators and transit authorities to work to-
gether.
The tracking of individual behavior in 
China has become easier as economic life 
moves online, with apps such as Tencent’s 
WeChat and Ant Financial’s Alipay a cen-
tral node for making payments, getting 
loans and organizing transport. Accounts 
are generally linked to mobile phone num-
bers, which in turn require government 
IDs.

A police robot 
patrols a train 
station to rec-
ognize people’s 

faces and monitor air quality in Zheng-
zhou, China, in February 2017. (Photo/
VCG via Getty)

-
cial credit system remains uncertain. But 
as rules forcing social networks and inter-
net providers to remove anonymity get in-
creasingly enforced and facial recognition 

systems become more popular with polic-

everyone from internet dissenters to train-
fare skippers easier to catch -- and punish 
-- than ever before. (Courtesy Bloomberg.
com)
Related

China has started ranking citizens 
with a major ‘social credit’ system — 

here’s what you can do wrong, and the                          
embarrassing, demeaning ways they 

can punish you                                                                       
The Chinese state is setting up a vast 
ranking system system that will monitor 
the behavior of its enormous population, 
and rank them all based on their “social 
credit.”

-
nounced in 2014, aims to reinforce the 
idea that “keeping trust is glorious and 
breaking trust is disgraceful,” according 
to a government document.
The program is due to be fully operational 
nationwide by 2020, but is being piloted 
for millions of people across the country 
already. The scheme will be mandatory.
At the moment the system is piecemeal 
— some are run by city councils, others 
are scored by private tech platforms which 
hold personal data.
Like private credit scores, a person’s so-
cial score can move up and down depend-
ing on their behavior. The exact meth-
odology is a secret — but examples of 
infractions include bad driving, smoking 
in non-smoking zones, buying too many 
video games and posting fake news on-
line.

train.
A railway station 
waiting hall in 
Hangzhou in Feb-
ruary 2016. (Pho-
to/Reuters) 
China has already 

started punishing people by restricting 
their travel.
Nine million people with low scores have 

been blocked from buying tickets for do-
-

They can also clamp down on luxury op-
tions — three million people are barred 
from getting business-class train tickets.
The eventual system will punish bad pas-

include trying to ride with no ticket, loiter-
ing in front of boarding gates, or smoking 
in no-smoking areas.
2. Throttling your internet speeds.

This is according 
to Rachel Botsman, 
an author who pub-
lished part of her 

book on tech security on Wired last year. 
The exact mechanics aren’t clear yet.
According to Foreign Policy, credit sys-
tems monitor whether people pay bills on 

— but also ascribe a moral dimension.
Other mooted punishable offences include 
spending too long playing video games, 
wasting money on frivolous purchases 
and posting on social media.

terrorist attacks or airport security, will 
also be punishable offences.
3. Banning you — or your kids — from 
the best schools.

Students sing the national anthem in 

ceremony at their school in Shanghai., 
September 27, 2017. (Photo/AFP/Getty 
Images)
17 people who refused to carry out mil-
itary service last year were barred from 
enrolling in higher education, applying for 
high school, or continuing their studies, 
Beijing News reported.
In July, a Chinese university denied an 
incoming student his spot because the stu-

dent’s father had a bad social credit score.
4. Stopping you getting the best jobs.

The Great Hall 
of the People in 
Beijing, one of 
China’s largest 
state buildings. 

(Photo/Wikipedia)
“Trust-breaking” individuals would also 
be banned from doing management jobs 

Some crimes, like fraud and embezzle-
ment, would also have a big effect on so-
cial credit, Botsman reported.
5. Keeping you out of the best hotels.

The state-owned, 

Hotel. (Photo/
Fliker)
People who re-
fused military ser-

vice were also banned from some holidays 
and hotels — showing that vacation plans 
are fair game too.
The regime rewards people here as well as 
punishes them.
People with good scores can speed up 
travel applications to places like Europe, 
Botsman said.

told the BBC in 2015that she was able to 
book a hotel without having to pay a cash 
deposit because she had a good score.
6. Getting your dog taken away.

A woman holds her pet dog in the mid-

January 2014. (Photo/REUTERS)
The eastern Chinese city of Jinan started 
enforcing a social credit system for dog 
owners in 2017, whereby pet owners get 
points deducted if the dog is walked with-
out a leash or causes public disturbances.
Those who lost all their points had their 

regulations required for pet ownership. 
(Courtesy https://www.businessinsider.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Beijing To Rate Every Resident          
Based On Behavior By End Of 2020
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