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FBI probing cyber attack on congressional campaign in California
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation is investigating a cyber attack on the congressional
campaign of a Democratic candidate in California, according
to three people close to the campaign.
The J. Edgar Hoover Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Building is seen in Washington, U.S., February 1, 2018. REUTERS/Jim Bourg
The hackers successfully infiltrated the election campaign
computer of David Min, a Democratic candidate for the House
of Representatives who was later defeated in the June primary
for California’s 45th Congressional district.
The incident, which has not been previously reported, follows
an article in Rolling Stone earlier this week that the FBI has
also been investigating a cyber attack against Hans Keirstead,
a California Democrat. He was defeated in a primary in the
48th Congressional district, neighboring Min’s.
Paige Hutchinson, Min’s former campaign manager, declinedto comment. An FBI spokeswoman said the bureau cannot
confirm or deny an investigation.
While both Min and Keirstead later lost to other primary
challengers from their own party, the two closely-watched
races are considered critical, competitive battlegrounds as the
Democrats seek to win back Congress from Republicans in
November.
It is unclear who was behind the attack against Min’s campaign, why it was carried out, and what the hackers did
with any information they obtained. But details of the hack,
described to Reuters by people with direct knowledge of the
case, highlight the concerns of national security experts who
fear that campaigns are woefully unprotected as the November
mid-term elections approach.
It also illustrates how small political campaigns do not have
the resources to protect themselves from cyber attacks. Few
can hire computer security personnel.
“Political campaigns only exist for such a short amount of
time,” said Blake Darche, a cyber security researcher and
former National Security Agency analyst. “It takes years to
build an effective security program at most corporations. Most
political campaigns are only a single phishing
email

FILE PHOTO: Hackers try to access and alter data from an electronic poll books in a Voting Machine Hacking
Village during the Def Con hacker convention in Las Vegas

away from being breached.”
While national political parties offer training
and software tools to help candidates, they
typically do not provide them with financial
support to hire computer security experts,
even after a campaign believes it has been hit.
Corporations often pay security experts more
than $100,000 to investigate an attack, security

experts say.
UNUSUAL ACTIVITY
In late March, Min’s staff received a
troubling notice from the facility manager where the campaign rented space in
Irvine, California, said the people close
to the campaign. The facility’s internet
provider had identified unusual patterns of
activity that could indicate a cyber attack

on campaign computers.
The four-person campaign team had
no in-house expertise to deal with the
attack. Instead they enlisted the help
of software developers with no ties to
the campaign other than that they sat
nearby in the same shared workspace
that Min rented.

Iran to unveil new fighter jet, develop missiles: minister
DUBAI (Reuters) - Iran will unveil a new fighter jet
next week and continue developing missile capabilities as a top priority, the defense minister said on Saturday, defying new U.S. sanctions aimed at curbing
Tehran’s missile program and regional influence.
Iran’s navy also announced on Saturday that it has
mounted a locally built advanced defensive weapons
system on one of its warships for the first time, as
tensions mount with the U.S. military in the Gulf.
U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew the United
States in May from a 2015 accord between Iran and
world powers that curbed Tehran’s nuclear activity in
exchange for sanctions relief.
Trump said the deal was deeply flawed as it had not
curbed Iran’s ballistic missile program or reined in
its support for proxies in conflicts in Syria, Iraq and
Yemen.
Iran has dismissed any direct talks with Washington
to resolve the issues raised by Trump.
“Our top priority has been development of our mis-

sile program. We are in a good position in this field, but
we need to develop it,” Brigadier General Amir Hatami
was quoted as saying by Fars news agency on Saturday.
“We will present a plane on National Defense Industry Day, and people will see it fly, and the equipment
designed for it,” Hatami added. Iran celebrates National
Defense Industry Day on Aug. 22.
Iran unveiled in 2013 what it said was a new, domestically built fighter jet, called Qaher 313, but some experts
expressed doubts about the viability of the aircraft at the
time.
Iran’s functional air force has been limited to perhaps
as few as a few dozen strike aircraft, either Russian or
ageing U.S. models acquired before the 1979 Iranian
revolution.
Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi said on Saturday that “coastal and sea testing of
the short range defense Kamand system were concluded
successfully, and said this system was mounted ... on a
warship and will be mounted on a second ship soon,”

Iran’s
Supreme
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Khomeini in
Tehran
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Houston actor Dennis Quaid selling $6.5M California mansion after third divorce
By Daniela Sternitzky-Di
Actor Dennis Quaid is selling his Spanish-style home in Pacific Palisades, CA,
just months after finalizing his third divorce.
Quaid, 64, picked up the six-bedroom, nine-bath home in July 2013 for $5.1
million. At the time, he was in the midst an onagain/off-again relationship with his third wife,
Actor Dennis Quaid
Kimberly Buffington Quaid. They finalized their
is selling his Spandivorce earlier this year.

ish-style home in Pacific Palisades, CA, just
months after finalizing
his third divorce.

The 6,100-square-foot home they leave behind
is classic old Hollywood. Built in 1929 on West
Sunset Boulevard, it is five minutes from the beach
and surrounded by paparazzi-defying bamboo and
privacy hedges. Mature palm trees give the home a
subtropical, Spanish Riviera feel.
Wilt Chamberlain’s Revamped Bachelor Pad in Bel Air Is on the Market for
$19M
Could Tyra Banks Become America’s Next Top Real Estate Tycoon?
Cher Selling a Sedate and Soothing Retreat in 90210 for $2.5M
Its entrance opens to an oversized foyer with stone archways and a decorative
indoor fountain filled with plants.
Just off the entrance is the double-height living room, with exposed wooden
beams, arched windows, and a floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace. The living room
comfortably fits three couches, side tables, a coffee table, sitting area, and piano.
Up a few steps from the living room is the formal dining room, which has a
colorful, leaded-glass window and large dining table.
The kitchen has floor-to-ceiling subway tile, a stone island with wine refrigerator, Wolf range, and Viking double-refrigerator with glass doors.
The master bedroom has a sitting area and all-white walk-in closet. Elsewhere,
there’s a small home gym with large mirrors, swimming pool, and spa.
Quaid has, with few exceptions, appeared in at least one movie per year from
1975 to the present day. Last year, he starred in the British sci-fi TV thriller
“Fortitude,” and the widely panned, but profitable dog reincarnation movie, “A
Dog’s Purpose.”
Orange Show Center for Visionary Art, a hub for folk art activity.
that is now home to the Orange Show Center for Visionary Art, a hub for folk
art activity.
Hidden in Houston’s nook and crannies are some of the best restaurants,
outdoor adventures, art installations, and other activities that everyone should
experience at least once.

Actor Dennis Quaid is selling his Spanish-style home in Pacific Palisades, Calif., just months after
finalizing his third divorce. Quaid, 64, picked up the six-bedroom, nine-bath home in July 2013 for $5.1
million.
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The Wider Image: No people, no problem for forest dwellers in Belarus

Residents walk by a member of the state prosecutor’s office who keeps watch during a search for clandestine
graves in the municipality of Guadalupe

Sahar Bhan Bewa, whose name is excluded from the draft list of the National Register of Citizens
(NRC), poses for a picture inside her house

Aretha Franklin performs on the opening night of a run of shows at the Aladdin in Las Vegas

Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong is escorted as she arrives at the Shah Alam High Court

Chen Suzhen receives assistance while wearing a wedding gown before a photo shoot event
organized to recreate wedding photos for elderly couples, who have been married for more
than 50 years, a day ahead of the Qixi festival in Tianjin

Paraguay’s new President Mario Abdo Benitez waves to the public as he rides in an open car
alongside Paraguay’s first lady Silvana Lopez Moreira after his inauguration ceremony in Asuncion

Kathleen Manafort returns to the U.S. District Courthouse where Paul Manafort is being tried in
Alexandria
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Called New Clark City, The Urban Project
Is Envisioned To Be Smart, Sustainable
And Resilient To Disasters

The Philippines Is Planning To
Build A “City Of The Future”
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
The Philippines, home to Manila’s standknown for the “city of the future.’
Called New Clark City, the urban project
is planned to be a high-tech green city
ogy, from robots to drones to self-driving
vehicles. It’s located 120 kilometers outside the Philippine capital, and its investhe country: smart, sustainable and resilient to disasters.
Of course, many countries are aiming to
build their own version of the city of the
future, and the Philippines still has a long
way to go in its economic development,
certainty.

A look at the Philippines’ New Clark City broadcast on CNBC, Wed., 4
April 2018.

According to its lead developers, the project is mainly funded through public-private partnerships — a move necessary for
the cash-strapped country.

duced into there, and therefore requirements for car parking will be lessened,”
Surbana Jurong CEO Heang Fine Wong
told CNBC’s “Street Signs.”

Development. The train would reduce the
travel time between the two cities to one
hour from the current two to three hours.

The new urban space would become a
“twin city” to Manila, he said. “You’ll
port the New Clark City, and in New Clark
City you’ll see new technology companies
coming through,” he explained.

A depiction of the plans for New
Clark City in the Philippines.
(Photo/ Surbana Jurong)
The development could one day take
nila, according to Singapore-based urban
partners in the project.
The smart city aims to tap on up-and-coming technologies that would tackle issues
arising from the increasing population
density in the Southeast Asian country.
“Driverless cars probably would be intro-

Attracting customers who would be willing to relocate to New Clark City from the
country’s capital will likely be a challenge.
The Philippine government recently announced it is committed to moving some
goal plan is for foreign investors to set up
operations there, according to Wong.
New infrastructure projects, meanwhile,
could bridge the distance between Manila and New Clark City, Wong said. A
brand new railway line is being built by
the Japan Overseas Infrastructure Investment Corporation for Transport & Urban

Construction in New Clark City in
the Philippines. (Photo/ Surbana
Jurong)

is to keep developing as technologies advance.
But technical hurdles would still need to
be resolved said Wong. “All these things
need to be planned. You need that network
of communication. And also a cyber security network needs to be put in place,” he
said. (https://www.cnbc.com)

Kelsey-Seybold Clinic Wants to be Your Doctors for Life

TM

Alan Chang, M.D.,
F.A.C.O.G.
OB/GYN
Mandarin & Cantonese
The Woodlands OB/GYN
and Women’s Health
Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
Meyerland Plaza Clinic
Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin &
Taiwanese
Downtown at The Shops
at 4 Houston Center
Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
Clear Lake Clinic
Main Campus Clinic
Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center
Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
Main Campus Clinic

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
Meyerland Plaza Clinic
Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center
Li-Min Hwang, M.D., M.P.H.
OB/GYN
Cantonese & Taiwanese
Clear Lake Clinic
Pasadena Clinic
Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
Main Campus Clinic
Meyerland Plaza Clinic
John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese & Mandarin
Fort Bend Medical &
Diagnostic Center

Meet Dr. Beth Yip
Beth Yip, M.D.,
F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese &
Mandarin
Pearland Clinic

“I consider it a privilege to be allowed
to help take care of patients and their
families and make a difference in
the life of a child. I view myself as a
partner with the parents and patient
and derive great satisfaction through
our interactions. I love working with
kids, a simple smile or hug will brighten
my day.”
~Beth Yip, M.D., co-managing
physician, Pearland Clinic

Dr. Yip is a board-certified pediatrician who completed her medical degree,
internship and residency at Baylor College of Medicine. She is a fellow of
the American Academy of Pediatrics and member of the American Medical
Association, Texas Medical Association, Harris County Medical Society and
Texas Pediatric Society.

Appointments: 713-442-5437 (KIDS)
Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center
The Woodlands Clinic

Huiqing Yang, M.D.
Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation/Spine
Cantonese
Main Campus Spine Center
Pearland Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose and Throat
Mandarin
Main Campus Clinic

Kelsey-Seybold accepts more than 50 health insurance plans including
Cigna, KelseyCare, UnitedHealthcare, Humana, Community Health Choice CHIP,
most Aetna plans, and Marketplace plans.
24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com
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Since China’s imports to the United
States are about three times the amount
of US exports to China, Trump has a
much bigger basket of stuff he can tax
with tariffs, his own favorite weapon.
Trump knows this and has threatened
tariffs on almost all of the $524 billion
in annual Chinese imports to America.
The United States only sends about
$188 billion worth of stuff to China
each year. So in terms of tariffs, China
is more vulnerable simply because it’s
such a huge exporter.
But China has other levers to pull, and
one of them is an abrupt selloff of the
roughly $1.5 trillion in U.S. government
securities the country holds. “Aggressive dumping of U.S. Treasuries back
into the market would pose double trouble for Washington,” a commentator
wrote recently in the South China Morning Post. “It should give more leverage
to Beijing’s tacit devaluation tactics and
cause wider scattergun carnage to the
US economy at the same time.”
A Chinese selloff of U.S. debt is an
intriguing scenario most trade experts
think is unlikely. It would, in fact, cause
problems with the U.S. economy — but
it might hurt China even more. Trump’s
trade war, however, may just be getting started, and a destabilizing move
by China could become more likely if
Trump continues to slap tariffs on Chinese imports, which is beginning to hurt
China’s economy.
China holds around $1.2 trillion worth
of Treasury securities, along with another $200 billion or so in debt from
U.S. government agencies such as Fannie Mae. There’s another $100 billion
worth of Treasuries China reportedly
holds through custodians in other countries. So it holds around $1.5 trillion in
U.S. government debt, in total. China
is the world’s biggest foreign holder of
U.S. Treasuries, which worries some
analysts. But its holdings only total
about 6% of all Treasury debt. All foreign entities combined hold only about
30% of U.S. debt. Americans, in various
forms, own the other 70%.

Would China Sell Off U.S.
Securites That It Holds?

Could This Be China’s Most
Dangerous Trade-War Weapon?
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
points, or three-tenths of a percentage
point, which would be an abrupt change
if it occurred in a short period of time.
Rates would rise because a new supply of debt on the market would lower
the value of bonds, forcing borrowers
like the U.S. government to pay more.
Rates on mortgages, car loans and most
other consumer and commercial debt
would rise in tandem. Investors might
dump stocks for bonds, where they’d
suddenly get a higher return.

Still, an unexpected selloff of China’s
Treasury holdings would undoubtedly
rattle financial markets. “If China sells
U.S. Treasuries as part of its response to
the escalating trade war with the U.S.,
it would be highly disruptive, pushing
up interest rates and undermining global financial markets,” Mark Zandi of

Moody’s Analytics tells Yahoo Finance.
“Investors would view the move as a
significant escalation in the trade war,
signaling that it will continue on for
much longer and do much more economic damage.”
If it were to happen, economists think
rates would rise by around 30 basis

This would happen as the Treasury is
already flooding the market with new
debt to finance the Trump tax cuts,
which is why some analysts think the
United States is unusually vulnerable
to a Treasury rout. “On the surface, it
looks like the U.S. is extraordinarily
vulnerable,” Brad Setser of the Council
on Foreign Relations, a former top official at the Treasury Dept. and International Monetary Fund, wrote recently.
But other crucial developments would
follow, mitigating the damage to the
United States and compounding it for
China. The Federal Reserve, eager to
prevent a crisis, would probably change
monetary policy and began weakening
instead of tightening, as it is doing now

by gradually raising interest rates. This
would reassure markets, and if it didn’t,
the Fed could crank it up a notch or two
by buying Treasuries and taking other
extraordinary measures. “The Fed is the
one actor in the world that can buy more
than China can ever sell,” Setser wrote.
China itself would be negatively affected by rising interest rates, just as other
nations would be. It would have to find
new liquid investments to replace its
massive Treasury holdings, which could
further destabilize a turbulent market.
And the value of China’s currency, the
yuan, would most likely rise as the value of the dollar fell. That would impair
and possibly crush China’s export economy, while it would make American exports more competitive, a relative boost
to U.S. producers.

China might also become something of
a pariah state, seen as undermining the
global financial system, rather than participating in it. That could drive away
foreign investors who have become an
integral part of the Chinese economy.
That’s why many analysts who have
studied the scenario think a Treasury
selloff could backfire and hurt China
more than anybody else.
“It seems unlikely the Chinese would
go down this path,” Zandi says. “Yuan
devaluation is a much more effective
response to higher tariffs.” China has,
in fact, been doing that, with the yuan
losing about 7% of its value against
the dollar since mid-June. That offsets
some of the impact of the new Trump
tariffs on Chinese imports to the United States. China devalues the yuan by
buying dollars and, typically, US Treasuries. And it can’t buy if it’s selling.
(Courtesy yahoo.com)
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