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Twitter Suspended 58 Million
Accounts In Fourth Quarter
NEW YORK (AP) -- Twitter suspended at least 58 million
user accounts in the final three months of 2017, according to data obtained by The Associated Press. The figure
highlights the company’s newly aggressive stance against
malicious or suspicious accounts in the wake of Russian
disinformation efforts during the 2016 U.S. presidential
campaign.
Last week, Twitter confirmed a Washington Post report
that it had suspended 70 million accounts in May and
June. The cavalcade of suspensions has raised questions
as to whether the crackdown could affect Twitter’s user
growth and whether the company should have warned
investors earlier. The company has been struggling with
user growth compared to rivals like Instagram and Facebook.
The number of suspended accounts originated with
Twitter’s “firehose,” a data stream it makes available to
academics, companies and others willing to pay for it.
The new figure sheds light on Twitter’s attempt to
improve “information quality” on its service, its term
for countering fake accounts, bots, disinformation and
other malicious occurrences. Such activity was rampant
on Twitter and other social-media networks during the
2016 campaign, much of it originating with the Internet
Research Agency, a since-shuttered Russian “troll farm”
implicated in election-disruption efforts by the U.S. special counsel and congressional investigations.
Suspensions surged over the fourth quarter. Twitter
6.4 million per week in December 2017. That’s up from 3.2 million per
suspended roughly 15 million accounts last October. That
week in September. The company didn’t say how many of these identinumber jumped by two-thirds to more than 25 million in
fied accounts were actually suspended.
December.
Following the Post report, which caused Twitter’s stock to drop sharply,
Twitter declined to comment on the data. But its execuSegal took to Twitter to reassure investors that this number didn’t count
tives have said that efforts to clean up the platform are
in the company’s user metrics. “If we removed 70M accounts from
a priority, while acknowledging that its crackdown has
our reported metrics, you would hear directly from us,” he tweeted last
affected and may continue to affect user numbers.
Monday .
Twitter said in April it had 336 million monthly active
Shares recovered somewhat after that tweet. The stock has largely been
users, which it defines as accounts that have logged in
on an upswing lately, and more than doubled its value in the past year.
at least once during the previous 30 days. The suspendTwitter is taking other steps besides account deletions to combat misuse
ed accounts do not appear to have made a large dent in
of its service, working to rein in hate and abuse even as it tries to stay
this number, which was up 3 percent from a year earlier.
true to its roots as a bastion of free expression. Last fall, it vowed to
Twitter maintains that most of the suspended accounts
crack down on hate speech and sexual harassment and CEO Jack Dorshad been dormant for at least a month, and thus weren’t
ey echoed the concerns of critics who said the company hasn’t done
included in its active user numbers.
enough to curb such abuse. (Courtesy Associated Press)
Michael Pachter, a stock analyst with Wedbush Securities, said he thinks the purge late last year may have been
part of an initial sweep of inactive accounts that had little
effect on activity or advertising revenue. But he said he
expected advertising revenue to fall 1 to 2 percent due to
scarcely dent its cash reserves of $102.9
the more recent purge last week, when Twitter said it was
billion. But it could add to a brewing trade
removing frozen accounts from follower counts.
war between Brussels and Washington.
He expects the company to be upfront about the impact
EU antitrust chief Margrethe Vestager said
when it announces quarterly earnings on July 27, and said
she very much liked the United States,
the cleanup is good for users and advertisers. “They’re
countering a reported remark by Presicertainly doing the right thing,” he said.
dent Donald Trump that she “hated” the
Scott Kessler, an analyst with CFRA who has a “sellrating
country.
on Twitter stock, said multiple reports and vague clarifi“But the fact is that this has nothing to
cations by executives are creating uncertainty about what BRUSSELS (Reuters) - EU antitrust regudo with how I feel. Nothing whatsoever.
Twitter’s numbers really mean.
lators hit Google with a record 4.34 billion
Just as enforcing competition law, we do
The purge activity “adds a level of uncertainty,” he said. euro ($5 billion) fine on Wednesday for
it in the world, but we do not do it in the
“As an analyst, I want a more genuine view of the user
using its Android mobile operating system
political context,” she said.
base.”
to squeeze out rivals, and Google said it
Google’s parent company Alphabet said
Chief Financial Officer Ned Segal said in February that
would appeal.
in
a regulatory filing it would accrue the
some of the company’s “information quality efforts” that The penalty is nearly double the previous
fine
in the second quarter of 2018.
include removing accounts could affect monthly user
record of 2.4 billion euros which the U.S.
“We
are concerned that today’s decision
figures. Segal offered no specifics.
tech company was ordered to pay last year
will
upset
the careful balance that we have
Six months later, in late June, Twitter disclosed that its
over its online shopping search service.It
struck
with
Android, and that it sends a
systems found nearly 10 million “potentially spammy or represents just over two weeks of revenue
troubling
signal
in favour of proprietary
automated accounts per week” in the month of May, and for Google parent Alphabet Inc. and would

In this Feb. 8, 2018
file photo, the logo
for Twitter is displayed above a
trading post on the
floor of the New York
Stock Exchange.
Twitter suspended
at least 58 million
user accounts in the
final three months of
2017, according to
data obtained by The
Associated Press.
The figure highlights
the company’s newly
aggressive stance
against malicious or
suspicious accounts
in the wake of Russian disinformation
efforts during the
2016 U.S. presidential campaign.
(Photo/AP)

Google, Hit With Record $5 Billion EU Antitrust Fine, Company To Appeal
systems over open platforms,” Google CEO
Sundar Pichai said in a blog.
Vestager’s boss, Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker, is due to meet Trump
at the White House next Wednesday in an
effort to avert threatened new tariffs on EU
cars amid Trump’s complaints over the U.S.
trade deficit.Vestager also ordered Google to
halt anti-competitive practices in contractual
deals with smartphone makers and telecoms
providers within 90 days or face additional
penalties of up to 5 percent of parent Alphabet’s average daily worldwide turnover.
“Google has used Android as a vehicle to
cement the dominance of its search engine.
These practices have denied rivals the chance
to innovate and compete on the merits. They
have denied European consumers the benefits
of effective competition in the important
mobile sphere,” Vestager said. (Courtesy
Reuters)
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Houston Council Members Call Rare
Special Meeting On Firefighter Pay
of signatures to go before voters.

In a rare maneuver that sidesteps
Mayor Sylvester Turner’s authority, five City Council members have
called a special meeting this week,
hoping to force the issue of Houston
firefighters’ push for a referendum on
pay “parity” with police.
The council members aim to secure
their colleagues’ support for a resolution calling on Turner to place an
item on the council’s July 24 agenda to schedule a November election
on the petition, which seeks to grant
firefighters the same pay as police officers of corresponding rank.

In the months since then, with an Aug.
20 deadline approaching to schedule items for the November ballot,
the firefighters had grown concerned
that their initiative could be thwarted
again even though council is required
by state law to place verified petitions
before voters.

In Houston’s strong-mayor form of
government, the mayor generally has
sole authority to decide what appears
on the agenda for the weekly council
meetings.
The lone exception allows three council members to set the agenda of a
special meeting. Such gatherings —
including this one — typically are
organized without the mayor’s approval and often struggle to muster
a quorum, as many of the 16 council

Houston firefighters carry boxes, filled with more than 32,000 signatures to put equal pay on the
ballot, over to the City Hall Annex building Monday, July 17, 2017, in Houston. ( Photo/ Houston
Chronicle )

members are loathe to invite the mayor’s wrath.
Council members Greg Travis, Michael Kubosh, Brenda Stardig, Martha Castex-Tatum and Dwight Boykins signed a Monday memo calling
a special council meeting for 10 a.m.
Friday.

Former City Attorney David
Feldman, center, talks to
media about the more than
32,000 signatures Houston
firefighters collected in an
effort to put equal pay on the
ballot during a press conference outside City Hall in 2017.

Council members Greg Travis, Michael Kubosh, Brenda Stardig, Martha Castex-Tatum and Dwight Boykins signed a Monday memo calling
a special council meeting for 10 a.m.
Friday.
Turner is on a trade mission in South
America and will not be back in time
to attend the meeting.

Kubosh said he signed the memo to
help ensure the issue was discussed,
noting that several elections have
passed since the petition was submitted.

“They were successful last year at
stalling it a whole year, so, yes, I think
that’s possible,” Kubosh said, referring to the Turner administration.
Stardig said she supported the move
in part because the administration had
not provided a clear timeline on the
matter.
“We have to protect the citizens’ right
to petition their government,” she
said. “We have an obligation to bring
this forward. They were counted by

the city secretary and verified.”

Marty Lancton, president of the
Houston professional Fire Fighters
Association, cheered the news, noting
that firefighters gathered voters’ signatures and submitted their petition
roughly a year ago.
State law sets no time limit on when
charter petitions must be validated.
When their petition had not been verified as of last December, Lancton and
other fire union leaders sued the city,
hoping to force it to count their signatures. The firefighters won that case
earlier this year, and City Secretary
Anna Russell reported in May that the
petition contained a sufficient number

“Why is it appropriate to wait until
the very end if this is simply a process under state law? This has been
something the citizens of Houston
have clearly said they want a say in,
and it should have been on (the ballot)
in November of 2017,” Lancton said.
“The mayor’s secrecy and just utter
refusal to discuss what the plans are
for this ballot initiate just raise incredibly troubling questions.”
Turner’s chief of staff, Marvalette
Hunter, told council staff in a Monday night email that the mayor had
not been consulted before the council
members’ memo was submitted.
Hunter wrote that Turner and Councilman Dave Martin, who chairs the
council’s budget committee, had
agreed over the weekend to schedule the issue for a committee hearing
July 26 and had discussed placing the
referendum item on the council’s normal Aug. 8 meeting agenda. Martin
confirmed that account, saying Turner emailed him as much at 9:02 a.m.
Friday. (Courtesy Houston Chronicle)
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Honor guards of South Korea and the United Nations Command (UNC) carry boxes containing the remains
of two servicemen killed during the 1950-53 Korean War, during a mutual repatriation ceremony at Seoul
National Cemetery in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, July 13, 2018. The United States and South Korea held the
ceremony to return home the remains of two servicemen – an unidentified allied soldier, presumably American, and a South Korean soldier. (Jeon Heon-kyun/Pool Photo via AP)

Destiny’s Child’s Michelle Williams has checked
herself into a mental health facility. “For years I have
dedicated myself to increasing awareness of mental
health and empowering people to recognize when it’s
time to seek help, support and guidance from those
that love and care for your wellbeing,” she said in a
statement to TMZ.

Former NBA player Yao Ming attends the 2018 undergraduate graduation ceremony of Shanghai Jiao Tong University on July 8, 2018 in Shanghai, China fulfilling his promise to get his college degree. (Photo/China News Service/VCG)

GOP House Members May Soon Vote To Impeach Deputy AG Rod Rosenstein,
According To Report. Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein (above) appears
before a House Judiciary Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington,
Thursday, June 28, 2018, on Justice Department and FBI actions around the
2016 presidential election. (AP Photo)

Thai Soccer Boys Leave Hospital. ‘It Was Magical’ Boys Said As They Relive
Moment Of Discovery By Divers During Cave Ordeal.

Wall Street At Five-Month Highs, Amazon Hits $900 Billion Market Cap

Former U.S. President Barack Obama visited his ancestral village in Kenya to
open a sports and training centre founded by his half-sister, Auma Obama. In a
speech, he praised Kenya’s president and opposition leader for working together.
(The Associated Press)
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HOUSTON (June 5, 2018) – Houston-area
middle and high school students showed
off their entrepreneurial talents at the 2018
Inventathon sponsored by the Center for
Entrepreneurship at the Houston Community College Southwest campus.
The competition’s 120 participants were
tasked with crafting innovative solutions
for saving and conserving energy. Twenty
of the inventions were submitted for judging.
First place went to Saran Chockan and
Vibhor Kumar from Clements High
School for their “SkyPrint” tool, which
saves paper by eliminating unnecessary
ads and white space when printing online
articles and content.

Second-place winners are Raymond
Nguyen, Varun Dixit, and Bill Rolph from
Memorial High School who created and
built a system that replaces regular bicycle
brakes with a regenerative braking system
that will allow a bike to store power and
charge electronics.
The third-place winners include Jefferson
Yu and Desai Sannidhya of Elkins High
School; Amogha Pokkulandra and Arjun
Bhatia from Quail Valley High School;
and Keshav Shah from Dulles High
School. The team project was called “Energized Exhaust” and utilized a groundbreaking chemical reaction between CO2
and Lithium Nitride to fully neutralize
gasoline emissions into clean air.

Fourth place went to Manan Bhatia, Ibrahim Elsharkawy and Elyas Stephen of

Young Inventors Win At
Biannual HCC Inventathon
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The students developed a system called
AquaWheel. The device was designed and
3D printed using a revolutionary system
that utilizes the rolling motion of a wheel
to power an internal UV light to purify water. They hope this invention can improve
the lives of people in developing countries
who now walk many miles to get water for
drinking and bathing.
There were also several mentors from local companies who volunteered their time
to guide and pass on valuable experience
to students as they worked on their projects.
In 2018, inventorspaceXYZ plans to
expand the event to 450 students from
school districts around Greater Houston.
(Courtesy http://www.hccs.edu)
James E. Taylor High School for their
invention of a battery that recharges itself
when shaken.
“I’m really inspired by the creative problem solving we saw from these young
entrepreneurs,” said Ravi Brahmbhatt,
director of student innovation and entrepreneurship at HCC. “We are really proud
of everyone who took part.”
When young minds get together and apply
their enthusiasm, knowledge and desire to
do good, there is no telling how far they
can go. Hundreds of Houston area high
and middle school students participated
in the recent Inventathon, an event held
at the Houston Community College Advanced Manufacturing Center. For 20 continuous hours, student teams collaborated,
designed and constructed health-related
inventions.

high praise to the students. “It elevates my
spirits when I see all these young minds
compete in this technological marathon,”
Brahmbhatt said, “I am so impressed with
how punctual, respectful and tech savvy
the students can be.”
The event was initiated by InventorspaceXYZ, an educational nonprofit organization that strives to revolutionize
student learning in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, art and math
(STEAM), while developing their entrepreneurial skills.
This is the second year HCC supported the
event by providing the participants with
high-tech equipment, including 3D printers, laser cutters, modeling equipment and
software.
This year, first place and $500 went to Elkins High School students Jefferson Yu,
Sannidhya Desai and Quail Valley Middle
School students Amogha Pokkulandra,
Arjun Bhatia, and Keshav Shah.

Young Inventors Win At Biannual HCC
Inventathon
Ravi Brahmbhatt, director of student innovation and entrepreneurship at HCC, gave

Related

HCC teams with SBA to expand
small business development

Houston Community College and
the Small Business Administration are renewing an alliance to
strengthen the development of
small businesses in the greater
Houston area.
Under terms of a Strategic Alliance Memorandum, HCC and the SBA will continue
to coordinate resources when appropriate
to assist students and member businesses
with training and services. The alliance
will allow HCC and the SBA to participate together in conferences, workshops
and seminars, and provide speakers and
publications at each other’s events.
“We are excited to be joining forces with
the SBA to create additional opportunities
for our students who intend to start small
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businesses or want to grow existing ones,”
says Maya Durnovo, HCC chief entrepreneurial officer. “This agreement makes
our strong entrepreneurial programs even
more effective.”
According to the head of the local SBA,
the ongoing alliance provides a boost to
small businesses in the community. “Our
goal is to maximize outreach efforts to enlighten the Houston entrepreneurial community, and what better resource partner
to have than the Houston Community College Center for Entrepreneurship,” says
Tim Jeffcoat, SBA Houston district director. “We have worked together for years
and this formal agreement allows the SBA
Houston District Office to continue to

develop new opportunities for Houston’s
small business owners.”
HCC and the SBA will also work together
to negotiate additional joint training and
outreach activities to enhance entrepreneurship in the Houston area small business community.
Who We Are
The Office of Entrepreneurial Initiatives
was established to build and sustain the
Houston business community through effective and relevant educational initiatives
to help businesses grow in revenue, personnel and business opportunities. The
Office of Entrepreneurial Initiatives leads
and coordinates all business and entrepreneurial initiatives by providing system
wide support, and leadership to fulfill
HCC’s Strategic Agenda to “Cultivate and
Entrepreneurial Culture Across the Institution.” (Courtesy hccs.edu)
About HCC
Houston Community College (HCC) is
composed of 15 Centers of Excellence
and numerous satellite centers that serve
the diverse communities in the Greater
Houston area by preparing individuals to
live and work in an increasingly international and technological society. HCC is
one of the country’s largest singly-accredited, open-admission, community colleges
offering associate degrees, certificates,
workforce training, and lifelong learning
opportunities. To learn more, visit www.
hccs.edu.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — States will be
able to force shoppers to pay sales tax
when they make online purchases under
a Supreme Court decision Thursday that
will leave shoppers with lighter wallets
but is a big win for states.
More than 40 states had asked the high
court to overrule two, decades-old Supreme Court decisions that they said cost
them billions of dollars in lost revenue
annually. The decisions made it more
difficult for states to collect sales tax on
certain online purchases. The high court
ruled Thursday to overturn those decisions. They had resulted in some companies not collecting sales tax on every online purchase.
The cases the court overturned said that
if a business was shipping a product to a
state where it didn’t have a physical presence such as a warehouse or office, the
business didn’t have to collect the state’s
sales tax. Customers were generally supposed to pay the tax to the state themselves if they don’t get charged it, but the
vast majority didn’t.
On Thursday, the Supreme Court agreed
to overturn those decisions in a 5-4 ruling.
The cases the court overturned said that if
a business was shipping a customer’s purchase to a state where the business didn’t
have a physical presence such as a warehouse or office, the business didn’t have
to collect the state’s sales tax. Customers
were generally responsible for paying the
sales tax to the state themselves if they
weren’t charged it, but most didn’t realize
they owed it and few paid.
In addition to
being a win
for
states,
the ruling is
also a win
for large retailers, who
argued the physical presence rule was
unfair. Large retailers including Apple,
Macy’s, Target and Walmart, which have
brick-and-mortar stores nationwide, already generally collect sales tax from
their customers who buy online. That’s
because they typically have a physical
store in whatever state the purchase is

Supreme Court: Online Shoppers
Can Be Forced To Pay Sales Tax
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

This file photo shows the Supreme Court in Washington, DC. The Supreme
Court has ruled that states can force online shoppers to pay sales tax.
The 5-4 ruling Thursday is a win for states, who said they were losing
out on billions of dollars annually under two decades-old Supreme Court
decisions that impacted online sales tax collection. The high court ruled
Thursday to overturn those decisions. (Photo/AP)
being shipped to. Amazon.com, with its
network of warehouses, also collects sales
tax in every state that charges it, though
third party sellers who use the site to sell
goods don’t have to.
But sellers that only have a physical presence in a single state or a few states have
been able to avoid charging customers
sales tax when they shipped to addresses
outside those states. Online sellers that
haven’t been charging sales tax on goods
shipped to every state range from jewelry website Blue Nile to pet products site
Chewy.com to clothing retailer L.L. Bean.
Sellers who use eBay and Etsy, which provide platforms for smaller sellers, also haven’t been collecting sales tax nationwide.
Under the Supreme Court’s decision
Thursday, states can pass laws requiring

sellers without a physical presence in the
state to collect the state’s sales tax from
customers and send it to the state.
The National Retail Federation trade
group, said in a statement that the court’s
decision was a “major victory” but the
group said federal legislation is necessary
to spell out details on how sales tax collection will take place, rather than leaving it
to each of the states to interpret the court’s
decision.
Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote that the
previous decisions were flawed.
“Each year the physical presence rule becomes further removed from economic
reality and results in significant revenue
losses to the States. These critiques underscore that the physical presence rule,
both as first formulated and as applied

today, is an incorrect interpretation of the
Commerce Clause,” he wrote in an opinion joined by Justices Clarence Thomas,
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Samuel Alito and
Neil Gorsuch.
The cases
the court
overturned
said that
if a business was
shipping a customer’s purchase to a
state where the business didn’t have a
physical presence such as a warehouse
or office, the business didn’t have to
collect the state’s sales tax. Customers
were generally responsible for paying
the sales tax to the state themselves if
they weren’t charged it, but most didn’t
realize they owed it and few paid.
In addition to being a win for states, the
ruling is also a win for large retailers, who
argued the physical presence rule was unfair. Retailers including Apple, Macy’s,
Target and Walmart, which have brickand-mortar stores nationwide, generally
collect sales tax from their customers who
buy online. That’s because they typically
have a physical store in whatever state
the purchase is being shipped to. Amazon.com, with its network of warehouses,
also collects sales tax in every state that
charges it, though third party sellers who
use the site to sell goods don’t have to.
But sellers that only have a physical
presence in a single state or a few states
could avoid charging customers sales
tax when they’re shipping to addresses
outside those states. Online sellers that
don’t charge sales tax on goods shipped
to every state range from jewelry website Blue Nile to pet products site Chewy.
com to clothing retailer L.L. Bean. Sellers
who use eBay and Etsy, which provide
platforms for smaller sellers, also aren’t
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required to collect sales tax nationwide.
Chief Justice John Roberts and three of
his colleagues would have kept the court’s
previous decisions in place. Roberts
wrote that Congress, not the court, should
change the rules if necessary.

“Any alteration to those rules with the
potential to disrupt the development of
such a critical segment of the economy
should be undertaken by Congress,” Roberts wrote in a dissent joined by Justices
Stephen Breyer, Elena Kagan and Sonia
Sotomayor.
The case the court ruled in has to do with
a law passed by South Dakota in 2016.
South Dakota’s governor has said his state
has been losing out on an estimated $50
million a year in sales tax that doesn’t get
collected by out-of-state sellers. Lawmakers in the state, which has no income tax,
passed a law designed to directly challenge the Supreme Court’s 1992 decision.
The law requires out-of-state sellers who
do more than $100,000 of business in the
state or more than 200 transactions annually with state residents to collect sales tax
and turn it over to the state.
South Dakota wanted out-of-state retailers to begin collecting the tax and sued
several of them: Overstock.com, electronics retailer Newegg and home goods
company Wayfair. The state conceded in
court, however, that it could only win by
persuading the Supreme Court to do away
with its physical presence rule. After the
decision was announced, shares in Wayfair and Overstock both fell, with Wayfair
down more than 3 percent and Overstock
down more than 2 percent.
The Trump administration had urged the
justices to side with South Dakota.
The case is South Dakota v. Wayfair, 17494. (Courtesy https://mtstandard.com/
news/nationa and www.ocregister.com)

