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U.S. identifies North Korea missile test
site it says Kim committed to destroy

The Daily

School children sit as they form the
word “Yoga Day” on the International Yoga Day in Chennai

FILE PHOTO:
U.S. President
Trump and North
Korea’s Kim
meet at the start
of their summit
in Singapore

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The missile
engine test site that President Donald
Trump said North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un had committed to destroy is a
major facility in the western part of the
country that has been used for testing
engines for long-range missiles, according to a U.S. official.
Trump told reporters after their June 12
summit that Kim had pledged to dismantle one of his missile installations,
which would be North Korea’s most
concrete concession at the landmark
meeting in Singapore.
However, the president at the time did
not name the site.
A U.S. official identified it on Wednesday as the Sohae Satellite Launching
Ground, saying North Korea “has used
this site to test liquid-propellant engines
for its long-range ballistic missiles.”
Pyongyang has said its missiles can
reach the United States.
“Chairman Kim promised that North
Korea would destroy a missile engine
test stand soon,” the official told Reuters, speaking on condition of anonymity.
There was no immediate word on the
exact timetable, and North Korea has
not publicly confirmed that Kim made
such a commitment.
CBS News was the first to identify
the site, which is the newest of North
Korea’s known major missile testing
facilities.

the 38 North.
Although Trump has hailed the Singapore summit as a success, skeptics
have questioned whether he achieved
anything, given that Pyongyang, which
has rejected unilateral nuclear disarmament, appeared to make no new
tangible commitments in a joint written
declaration.
The U.S.-based North Korea monitoring group 38 North said in an analysis
at the end of last week there had been
no sign of any activity toward dismantling Sohae or any other missile test
site.
The U.S. official said: “The United
States will continue to monitor this
site closely as we move forward in our
negotiations.”
What little is known about the Sohae
site, located in Tongchang-ri, has been
pieced together from analysts’ assessments and the North Korean state news
agency KCNA.
It was reported to have been established
in 2008 and has research facilities
nearby for missile development as well
as a tower that can support ballistic
missiles. The site is mainly used to test
large Paektusan engines built for longrange missiles such as the Hwasong-15.
North Korea has spent considerable effort and resources to develop the site as
a “civilian space program” facility, denying that it has a military application,
said Jenny Town, a research analyst at

“Presumably, if North Korea does
destroy the Sohae facility, they are
also signaling that they are willing
to stop satellite/rocket launches this
time around as well, a point that has
derailed negotiations in the past and
is a significant new development,”
she said.
North Korea has other missile testing
facilities but the shutdown, if it happens, would be significant, analysts
said.
“The missile testing is not just done
in Tongchang-ri so it does not necessarily mean all ICBMs (intercontinental ballistic missiles) will be disabled. But the most well-known one
is this, so there is a great symbolic
meaning if this is shut down,” said
Moon Hong-sik, a research fellow
at the Institute for National Security
Strategy in South Korea.
North Korea announced ahead of the
Singapore summit the suspension of
its ICBM testing and also closed its
nuclear bomb test site. U.S. officials,
however, have cautioned that such
actions are reversible.
Asked on Wednesday whether North

Korea has done anything toward
denuclearization since the summit, U.S. Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis told reporters: “No, I’m
not aware of that. I mean, obviously, it’s the very front end of
a process. The detailed negotiations have not begun. I wouldn’t
expect that at this point.”
Yang Uk, senior research fellow at the Korea Defence and
Security Forum, agreed that a
shutdown of the Sohae testing
site would be a symbolic gesture
rather than a move to technically
disable its missile capabilities.
“Sohae has technically been
used as an ‘engine’ testing site.
North Korea has already finished
developing (the) Baekdu Engine,
so there would be no problem
running ICBM missile programs
even if they close down the
Sohae site,” Yang said.
U.S. President Donald Trump
as they meet in a one-on-one
bilateral session at the start of
their summit at the Capella Hotel
on the resort island of Sentosa,
Singapore June 12, 2018. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst/File Photo
The move will only be significant if North Korea takes more

U.S. President Trump displays an
executive order on immigration
policy at the White House in Washington

FILE PHOTO: U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo speaks during a
news conference following a meeting with North Korean envoy Kim
Yong Chol in New York

than cosmetic steps to fully shutter
the site, not just the test stand, said
Melissa Hanham, a senior research
associate at the James martin Center
for Nonproliferation Studies.
“It’s only a good deal if they dismantle all the facilities at Sohae and
re-employ the scientists in something
civilian,” she said.
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Texas Ag Commissioner Sid Miller compares separating migrant children to serving in military
By Fernando Ramirez
Texas’ Agriculture Commissioner believes
forcibly splitting apart migrant families can be
compared to how families are separated when
parents are serving in the military.
On Wednesday, Republican incumbent and
Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller shared
a post that read, “There are currently 765,000
children separated from their active-duty military parents.”
“This is an important point that oftentimes gets
lost in all of the political hysteria,” Miller wrote

The practice of separating migrant families
began in April when Attorney General Jeff
Sessions announced a new "zero-tolerance"
policy prosecuting 100 percent of illegal border crossings.
Unlike many Trump administration officials
have suggested, there is no law requiring
the separation of immigrant families at the
border.
See how other Republicans have reacted to
Trump's policy of separating migrant families
in the gallery above.

Developer takes street art to suburbs with Shops at Spring Village mural
By Katherine Feser
Capital Retail Properties has tapped
a pair of local artists to give an urban
edge to its new Shops at Spring Village
in Spring. The center is about 25 miles
north of downtown, just south of Springwoods Village near Interstate 45 and the
Grand Parkway.
Muralists A.J. Rose and David Maldonado have completed a geometric painting inspired by the woven quilts of the
Atakapa tribe that once inhabited the
area, Capital Retail Properties said. The
piece, which took three months from
planning to completion, spans about 16
feet by 40 feet.

Now Playing: Houston street artist creates one
of city's first 3D murals
On Monday the people from Houston's UP
Art Studio shared video of one of Houston's
first-ever 3D murals. Created by artist Gelson
Lemus, also known as w3r3on3, the piece can
be seen and experienced at the Harrisburg Art
Museum in the Eastwood neighborhood near
downtown Houston.
"Living near downtown, urban art catches my
eye nearly every day, but outside of the central
core, where we do most of our work, there
haven't been the same opportunities for artists," co-founder Anderson Smith said in an
announcement.
"We want to change that and hope this is the
first of many pieces to come."

The artists' pieces and installations range from Revention
Music Center and SXSW to custom Adidas cleats worn by
Houston Astros Carlos
Correa during the World
Series. Next, they're planning a mural for Houston
Maritime Museum.
Rose and Maldonado,
who work together as
Imaginary Friends & Co.,
aim to reflect the community through their collaborations.
"We're excited for people to celebrate the past and future
vibrancy of Spring and literally share a part of it through
photos and social media," Rose said in an announcement.
"The response from both tenants and passerby has already
been tremendous."
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A Snapshot Of The World

Soccer Football - World Cup - Group C - Denmark vs Australia - Samara
Arena, Samara, Russia - June 21, 2018 Denmark’s Martin Braithwaite in
action with Australia’s Jackson Irvine REUTERS/Dylan Martinez

NHS staff hold banners and placards during a posed protest in central London

View of the buildings at Moscow, Russia, June 20, 2018. As well as shooting all the matches, Reuters photographers are producing pictures showing their own quirky view from the sidelines of the
World Cup. REUTERS/Mariana Bazo

Soccer Football - World Cup - Group C - France vs Peru - Ekaterinburg Arena, Yekaterinburg, Russia - June 21, 2018 France fan inside the stadium before the match REUTERS/Jason Cairnduff

A female priest waits before Pope Francis arrives for a meeting
at the WCC Ecumenical Center of Bossey near Geneva

Models present creations by designer Virgil Abloh as part of his Spring/Summer 2019
collection show for Louis Vuitton fashion house during Men’s Fashion Week in Paris

Pope Francis meets other leaders at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey near Geneva

Soccer Football - World Cup - Group C - France vs Peru Ekaterinburg Arena, Yekaterinburg, Russia - June 21, 2018
Peru fan inside the stadium before the match REUTERS/
Damir Sagolj

Soccer Football - World Cup - Group C - France vs Peru - Ekaterinburg Arena, Yekaterinburg, Russia - June 21, 2018 Peru fan
inside the stadium before the match REUTERS/Jason Cairnduff
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CHICAGO (CBS) — The U.S. Postal
Service is issuing the first scratch-andsniff-stamps starting Wednesday.
Post office officials said the scent of the
“Frozen Treats Forever” stamps will
remind customers of the sweet smells
of summer when mailing and receiving
letters.
Popsicles, which were invented in the
early 1900s, are made by large manufacturers, home cooks as well as artisanal shops. In the last few years, frozen
treats with fresh fruit including kiwi,
watermelon, blueberries, oranges and
strawberries have become more popular. Those flavors join longstanding
favorites like chocolate, root beer and
cola.
According to the U.S. Postal service, art
director Antonio Alcalá of Alexandria,
Virginia designed the stamps with Leslie Badani, also of Alexandria.
The new booklet of 20 stamps showcases the work of Margaret Berg of Santa Monica, California showing playful
watercolor illustrations of frozen treats.
Each of the 10 stamp designs includes
two different treats. The words “FOREVER” and “USA” appear along the
bottom of each stamp.
In a release, the U.S. Postal Service
said “the public is encouraged to submit
stamp suggestions. Visit the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee website for
details on the stamp selection process
and instructions for submitting suggestions in writing. Due to the time required for research and approval, ideas
for stamp subjects should be received at
least three years prior to the proposed
release.”
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USPS Debuted Scratch-And-Sniff
Stamps On Wednesday
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Each of the 10 stamp designs includes two different treats.The words “FOREVER” and “USA” appear along the
bottom of each stamp. The “Frozen Treats Forever” series features different popsicles in scents like orange,
blueberry, and root beer.

Related
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Postal
Service’s first scratch-and-sniff stamps
will add the sweet scent of summer to
letters of love, friendship, party invitations and other mailings when the Postal Service introduces the Frozen Treats
Forever stamps June 20 in Austin, TX.
The stamps can be pre-ordered at this
link
(https://store.usps.com/store/results/stamps/_/N-9y93lv) soon for delivery shortly after the June 20 issuance.
The first-day-of-issue dedication ceremony, free and open to the public,
will take place at 6 p.m. CDT at Austin’s Thinkery Children’s Museum.
Followers of the U.S. Postal Service’s
Facebook page can view the ceremony
live at facebook.com/USPS. Share the
news using the hashtag #FrozenTreatsStamps.
The stamps feature illustrations of
frosty, colorful, icy pops on a stick. Today, Americans love cool, refreshing ice
pops on a hot summer day. The tasty,
sweet confections come in a variety of

Stamp ideas welcome
The public is encouraged to submit
stamp suggestions. Visit the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee website for
details on the stamp selection process
and instructions for submitting suggestions in writing. Due to the time required for research and approval, ideas
for stamp subjects should be received at
least three years prior to the proposed
release. Each submission should include pertinent historical information
and important dates associated with the
subject.
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on
the sale of postage, products and services to fund its operations. (Courtesy
http://about.usps.com/news)

shapes and flavors.
Ice pops are made by large manufacturers, home cooks and artisanal shops.
In recent years, frozen treats containing
fresh fruit such as kiwi, watermelon,
blueberries, oranges and strawberries
have become more common. In addition, flavors such as chocolate, root beer
and cola are also popular. Some frozen
treats even have two sticks, making
them perfect for sharing.
This booklet of 20 stamps showcases the work of Margaret Berg of Santa
Monica, CA, depicting whimsical watercolor illustrations of frozen treats.
Each of the 10 stamp designs includes
two different treats. The words “FOREVER” and “USA” appear along the
bottom of each stamp.
Art director Antonio Alcalá of Alexandria, VA, designed the stamps with Leslie Badani of Alexandria, VA.
Frozen Treats is being issued as FirstClass Mail Forever stamps which will
always be equal in value to the current First-Class Mail one-ounce price.

Come Grow With Us!
2.30% APY on 13-Month CD
1.60 % APY on MonuMINT Savings and
ManageMINT Savings Accounts

Tinghui Zhang Executive Assistant
281-568-8888 ext.1117
Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO 281-568-8888 ext.1118
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr. Suite.630, Houston, TX 77036
281.359.6468 www.themintbank.com
銀行總部：1213 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339
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Kim Jong Un Ends Visit To China
With A Message For The U.S.
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un ended a celebratory visit to China’s President Xi Jinping on Wednesday with tea,
praise, handshakes -- and a message for
the US.
Washington (CNN) North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un ended a celebratory visit to
China’s President Xi Jinping on Wednesday with tea, praise, handshakes -- and a
message for the US. Amid lingering questions over Pyongyang’s willingness to
denuclearize and an escalating trade war
between the US and China, Kim’s trip
reinforced the idea that Beijing remains
a key player -- a variable that President
Donald Trump needs and yet one that remains outside his control. Administration
officials have said that they will maintain
sanctions on North Korea even as talks
continue, and stand ready to intensify that
economic pressure should Pyongyang fail
to cooperate. With tensions climbing between Beijing and Washington over trade,
some analysts point to the warmth on
display during Kim’s visit to Beijing as a
warning from Xi that Trump’s moves on
trade could undermine the most ambitious
goal -- peace with North Korea -- on his
foreign policy agenda.
Amid lingering questions over Pyongyang’s willingness to denuclearize and an
escalating trade war between the US and
China, Kim’s trip reinforced the idea that
Beijing remains a key player -- a variable
that President Donald Trump needs and
yet one that remains outside his control.
Administration officials have said that
they will maintain sanctions on North Korea even as talks continue, and stand ready
to intensify that economic pressure should
Pyongyang fail to cooperate. But China,
North Korea’s biggest trading partner,
ultimately has power over whether sanctions on Pyongyang truly bite.

With tensions climbing between Beijing
and Washington over trade, some analysts
point to the warmth on display during
Kim’s visit to Beijing as a warning from
Xi that Trump’s moves on trade could undermine the most ambitious goal -- peace
with North Korea -- on his foreign policy
agenda.
“I think China is sending a message to
Trump: You want to put trade tariffs on
us and have our cooperation with North
Korea? You can’t have both,” Bill Richardson, the former US energy secretary,
ambassador and repeat US envoy to North
Korea, told CNN.
Complex Relationships
Kim’s visit was his third pilgrimage to
Beijing in as many months and came just
days after the North Korean dictator’s
high-profile June 12 summit with Trump
in Singapore.
Publicly, Xi has vowed to maintain a constructive role in facilitating efforts toward
denuclearization and supported North
Korea’s commitment to that goal despite
issues with the US over trade.
But tensions are rising. On Monday,
Trump ordered the US trade representative to prepare new tariffs on $200 billion
in Chinese imports. Trump was reacting
angrily to Beijing’s decision to match
$50 billion in tariffs he placed on Chinese
goods on June 15 to protest China’s “unfair trade practices.”
“Again and again the US has been provoking a trade war,” China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang said Tuesday.
He said China does not wish to fight a
trade war, “but is not scared of one.”
“We advise the US side to return to rea-

son, and stop words and actions that harm
itself and others,” Geng said.
On Tuesday, State Department spokesperson Heather Nauert cautioned against

conflating disagreements over trade with
China’s cooperation in talks with North
Korea, noting that the US maintains complex relationships with many countries.
“We have areas where we work with China and have -- and we have strong relations, but there are also areas where we’re
not always in agreement with China, and
we will certainly bring those to light,” she
said, highlighting the “good work that
President Xi and the Chinese government
have done in helping to bring North Korea
to the negotiating table.”
“We want to have a constructive relationship with the government of China. In
order to do that, we need to repair, make
some progress on some issues related to
trade,” Nauert said.
According to Mintaro Oba, a former Korea desk officer at the State Department
under President Barack Obama, it is not
yet clear whether trade tensions between
the US and China are having an impact
on negotiations with North Korea, but he
warned that Xi could temper his cooperation if tensions continue to rise.
“The Chinese are still trying to preserve
the space to climb down from this,” he
told CNN. “But if the Trump administration continues to escalate the fight on trade
so far that relations sour in a major way,
it’s possible the Chinese will feel less and
less inclined to cooperate on enforcing
and generating pressure on the North Korean regime.”

China has helped make the Trump administration’s “maximum pressure” campaign
against North Korea effective, US officials
say, but historically Beijing has been slow
to apply sanctions against Pyongyang or
has looked the other way on Chinese companies doing business with Pyongyang
and on North Korean smuggling.
Beijing fears a regime collapse next door

that could send desperate refugees flooding across its borders and even worse, the
prospect of US troops moving into North
Korea as a stabilizing force, bringing them
right to Chinese borders.
Looking For Leverage
Xi feted Kim during his visit, underscoring the newly warm ties by sending
crowds of jubilant children to greet Kim
waving Chinese flags and jumping up and
down.
The Chinese leader praised Kim for his
handling of the US meeting last week in
Singapore and conveyed his satisfaction
with the results of the summit as well as
Pyongyang’s goal of economic development, according to Chinese state media
CCTV.
As Trump continues to demand credit for
his role in making “initial steps toward a
deal” with North Korea by establishing a
personal rapport with the young dictator,
Kim is pulling all the levers available to
strengthen his own negotiating position.
His relationship with China is one of
them, according to Richardson, who said
Xi holds the power to loosen sanctions
that are biting the North Korean economy
by looking the other way on cross-border
smuggling and energy restrictions imposed by the US and United Nations.
“I believe Kim Jong Un is trying to delay denuclearization and do it at his own
pace,” he said, noting that can be accomplished only with sanctions relief from
China -- a step the North Korean leader
views as an apt reward for rapprochement
with Trump.

While Trump has publicly claimed to have
“solved” the North Korea issue during his
made-for-television meeting with Kim,
the reality of the situation remains more
complex as Kim continues to seek negotiating leverage.

“Kim’s logic is pretty simple: more options, more leverage,” said Oba. “Without
engagement with the United States, Kim
going to Beijing would make him look
desperate and highlight North Korea’s dependence on China.
“And without China clearly backing
North Korea, the United States might feel
more free to abandon diplomacy and ramp
up pressure. Now he gets to look independent and strong while playing both sides
to get the best possible situation for North
Korea.”
Critics argue that Kim has only been emboldened by Trump’s failure to demand
specific concessions when the two met
face-to-face.
Sources have told CNN that there is nothing to suggest that North Korea has begun
destroying its missile launch sites, despite
Trump’s repeated claims to the contrary
and his declaration last week that the
country is no longer a nuclear threat.

Vipin Narang, an associate professor of
political science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology who studies nuclear proliferation, told CNN that Trump’s
decision to suspend August’s joint military drills with South Korea, without demanding North Korea take concrete steps
toward disarmament, concedes strategic
flexibility to both Kim and Xi.
North Korea and China have long pushed
for an end to US military exercises with
Japan and South Korea, suggesting that
Pyongyang would stop military exercises
in return, known as a “freeze for a freeze.”
“Now that Trump seems intent on escalating the trade war with China, if Kim Jong
Un decides to skirt the margins of ‘freeze
for freeze,’ there isn’t a snowflake’s
chance in hell that China sees that as a
violation justifying putting any screws on
North Korea,” Narang said.
He referenced a recent headline to further
illustrate his point.
“The Economist may have said ‘Kim Jong
Won,’ “ Narang said, referring to a pun on
the magazine’s cover about the summit,
“but it really should’ve been Xi Jinping
winning,” he said. (Courtesy cnn.com)

