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Kate Spade, designer who built handbag 
empire, found dead
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Kate Spade, the designer who 
built a fashion empire on the popularity of her signature 
handbags before selling the brand, was found dead in 
her New York City apartment on Tuesday morning in an 
apparent suicide, police said.
Spade, 55, hanged herself and was found by her house-
keeper at her home on Park Avenue on Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side, the New York Daily News reported, citing 
unnamed police officials.
Born Katherine Noel Brosnahan in Kansas City, Missouri, 
Spade was a former accessories editor at the now-closed 
Mademoiselle magazine before she and Andy Spade 
launched their namesake design company, Kate Spade 
New York, in 1993. The couple married the following year.
They began by selling handbags before expanding to in-
clude clothing, jewelry, bedding, legwear and fragrances.
The brand grew into a fashion empire, known for acces-
sories that offered affordable luxury to younger working 
women. Her brightly colored, clean-lined style offered 
a spunky take on fashion at time when luxury handbags 
were out of reach to most consumers and the industry was 
dominated by venerable European brands.
The couple sold their last stake in the brand in 2006 to 
focus on raising their daughter, Frances Beatrix Spade. In 
2016, they launched a new footwear and accessories brand 
called Frances Valentine, naming it after their daughter, who 
is now 13.
Tapestry Inc, the handbag company formerly known as 
Coach, eventually bought the Kate Spade brand in May 2017 
to tap millennials, who are drawn to the company’s quirky 
satchels and colorful tote bags. The company’s share price 
dipped by 1 percent to $44.68 in afternoon trading on the New 
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York Stock Exchange.
Kate Spade New York released a statement calling the 
news “incredibly sad.”
“Although Kate has not been affiliated with the brand for 
more than a decade, she and her husband and creative 
partner, Andy, were the founders of our beloved brand,” 
the statement said. “Kate will be dearly missed.”
The Council of Fashion Designers of America in a state-

ment called Spade “a great talent who had an immeasurable 
impact on American fashion and the way the world viewed 
American accessories.”
In response to the death, fans of the brand began posting 
pictures of their favorite handbags on social media. Chel-
sea Clinton, former U.S. President Bill Clinton’s daughter, 
was among celebrities mourning Spade.
“My grandmother gave me my first Kate Spade bag when I 
was in college,” she wrote on Twitter. “I still have it.”
Ivanka Trump, a daughter of and adviser to U.S. President 
Donald Trump, described Spade’s death on Twitter as “a 
painful reminder that we never truly know another’s pain 
or the burden they carry.”
Spade told National Public Radio (NPR) last year that 
she first discussed starting a handbag company with Andy 
Spade while they ate at a Mexican restaurant in 1991.
“I said, ‘Honey, you don’t just start a handbag company,’” 
she told NPR, “and he said, ‘Why not, how hard can it 
be?’”
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ZTE signed U.S. agreement in principle 
to put Chinese firm back in business 

(Reuters) - ZTE Corp (000063.SZ) has signed an 
agreement in principle that would lift a U.S. Commerce 
Department ban on buying from U.S. suppliers, allowing 
the Chinese telecommunications equipment maker to get 
back into business, according to sources familiar with the 
matter.
ZTE (0763.HK) ceased major operations in May and has 
been on life support since the seven-year ban was imposed 
in April, after it broke a 2017 agreement by illegally ship-
ping goods to Iran and North Korea.
Commerce Department spokesman James Rockas said on 
Tuesday that “no definitive agreement has been signed by 
both parties.”
The deal includes a $1 billion fine against ZTE plus $400 
million in escrow in the event of future violations, sourc-
es said, adding that the terms were in line with Reuters 
reporting on the U.S. demands on Friday.
The Commerce Department plans to amend its settlement 
agreement from last year and count the $361 million ZTE 
paid as a part of that, allowing the U.S. to claim a total 
penalty of as much as $1.7 billion, sources said.Over the 
weekend, ZTE signed the agreement in principle drawn up 
by the United States, but the amended settlement agree-
ment has not yet been signed, sources said.

The outside of a Kate Spade store is seen in Manhattan, New YorkFILE PHOTO: A ZTE smart phone is pictured in 
this illustration taken April 17, 2018. REUTERS/
Carlo Allegri/Illustration/File Photo
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LOCAL NEWS

The annual hurricane season started June 1, and this 
year’s season is different than the rest, just like last year 
was different than the year before.  In fact, every hurri-
cane is unpredictable.
 As everyone knows, Hurricane Harvey brought a nation-
al record-high amount of rainfall to the Houston area. 
The floods took lives and property, making Harvey the 
second-most expensive U.S. storm in terms of cost and 
damage.
I hope no storm comes our way this year. But if one does, 
it is highly unlikely that it will behave like Harvey. If it 
brings heavy downpours, the rain probably won’t fall in 
the same places as last year. A different storm could also 
bring stronger winds and less rain. Remember, Harvey 
lost hurricane strength as it inundated our area.
Regardless, we are wiser and better prepared for bad 
weather in the 2018 storm season because of our experi-
ences with Harvey.
Our experiences will, I hope, cause everyone this year to 
monitor weather news, pay attention to reliable sourc-
es of information and plan for dealing with whatever a 
hurricane may bring, knowing that it probably won’t be a 
Harvey re-run.
Make a plan for staying in touch with friends, relatives 
and neighbors, and for obeying evacuation orders if they 
are issued. Store up on hurricane supplies now – batteries 
to operate flashlights and radios if a storm knocks out 
electrical power; canned and packaged foods and bottled 
water if the usual access to those basics is interrupted. Be 
ready to protect pets, too.
You can get much more information, including a free 
disaster preparedness guide, at http://readyhouston.
wpengine.com/
We re-learned from Harvey that residents of the Houston 
area are quick to help each other in an emergency. It’s im-
portant to remember the next time around that we must 
go through a storm as a community, in which people rely 

The annual hurricane season started this week
By Mayor Sylvester Turner

on each other. We must also pay special attention to 
seniors, the infirm and less the fortunate among us 
when the chips are down.
The city demonstrated during Harvey that we know 
how to quickly and effectively activate shelters in 
coordination with non-profit groups.
City first responders rescued more than 6,000 during 
last year’s floods. Since then we have acquired even 
more rescue boats and other life-saving equipment.

We have also launched an Adopt-A-Drain program 
that asks residents to volunteer to keep nearby storm 
drains free of debris and other obstructions. I urge 
you to sign up at https://cohegis.houstontx.gov/
cohgisweb/adopta/ and have fun picking a name for 
“your” drain.

Since Harvey, bayou widening projects such as Brays 
Bayou in southwest Houston have resumed. The 
projects protect homes and other buildings by mov-
ing a larger amount of rainwater into Galveston Bay.

We can’t control how Mother Nature will treat 
Houston this hurricane season. But overall, 
with your help we are stronger, more resilient 
and more alert for the weather future.



A woman enters a service centre of ZTE Corp in Hangzhou, Zhejiang prov-
ince, China May 14, 2018. REUTERS/Stringer ATTENTION EDITORS - 
THIS IMAGE WAS PROVIDED BY A THIRD PARTY. CHINA OUT.

An Aramco employee walks towards an Aramco private plane at the 
private airport at Shaybah oilfield in the Empty Quarter

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin gestures during a joint news conference with Austria’s 
President Alexander Van der Bellen in Vienna, Austria June 5, 2018. REUTERS/Leonhard 
Foeger TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Young Buddhist monk Temuulen studies religious texts shortly after waking up in his room at 
the Amarbayasgalant Monastery in the Baruunburen district, Selenge province, Mongolia, April 
26, 2018. REUTERS/Thomas Peter SEARCH “MILLENNIAL MONKS” FOR THIS STORY. 
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Relative mourns during the funeral of Palestinian nurse Razan 
Al-Najar, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip

A woman reads a bible in front of the gravestone of a family member who died for the country, on the 
eve of South Korea’s Memorial Day, at the national cemetery in Seoul, South Korea, June 5, 2018. 
REUTERS/Kim Hong-Ji TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Woman carries stuffed toys through a dump site in Mumbai

A tiger plays with a ball during the “Football Day” event marking the upcoming 2018 FIFA World 
Cup at a zoo in Krasnoyarsk

U.S. President Trump holds hand over heart for anthem at “celebration of America” event at the White House in 
Washington



Barbara Jordan-Mickey Leland School Of Public 
Affairs In Partnership With The City Of Houston 

Housing And Community Development Department 
Presents

Houston Community Land                          
Trust Conference 2018 
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COMMUNITY

The Houston Community Land Trust (CLT) 
Conference promises to be very informative 
and will set the tone for the introduction of 
the CLT model to the City of Houston. The 
conference will be held between 9am and 
5pm and will entail multiple sessions such 
as “The Roots of the CLT”, “CLT - The 
Homeowner’s Perspective” and “The Role 
of the Community Land Trust in a Vibrant 
Community”. The conference includes 
a luncheon featuring a keynote by Tony 
Pickett, C.E.O. of Grounded Solutions 
Network, the nationwide membership orga-
nization that works to provide permanently 
affordable housing solutions to build and 
preserve communities where everyone can 
live. Come and learn about the impact of 
CLTs on other communities and celebrate 
the official launch of the Houston Commu-
nity Land Trust.
EVENT DESCRIPTION
Houston Community Land Trust Confer-
ence
Date: June 7, 2018
Host: Barbara Jordan-Mickey Leland 
School of Public Affairs,Texas Southern 
University, in partnership with the City of 
Houston Housing and Community Develop-
ment Department.
DATE AND TIME
Thu, June 7, 2018
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM CDT
Add to Calendar
LOCATION
BARBARA JORDAN-MICKEY LELAND 
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
3100 CLEBURNE STREET
HOUSTON, TX 77004
Presenters will include:
Michael Brown - Burlington Associates 
in Community Development, Bozeman, 
Montana.
Julie Brunner - OPAL Community Land 
Trust & Housing Consultant, Eastsound, 
Washington.
Connie Chavez - Sawmill Creek Communi-
ty Land Trust, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Kenneth Demus, Sr. - Lexington Communi-
ty Land Trust, Lexington, Kentucky.
Tom McCasland - Housing and Community 
Development Department, Houston, Texas.
Tony Pickett - Grounded Solutions Net-

work, Denver, Colorado.
Cassandra Ramirez - Guadalupe Neighbor-
hood Development Corporation, Austin, 
Texas.
Assata Richards - Sankofa Research Insti-
tute & Emancipation Economic Develop-
ment Council, Houston, Texas.

Related

Community Land Trusts                                                            
A community land trust (CLT) is a nonprofit 
corporation that develops and stewards af-
fordable housing, community gardens, civic 
buildings, commercial spaces and other 
community assets on behalf of a communi-
ty. “CLTs” balance the needs of individuals 
to access land and maintain security of 
tenure with a community’s need to maintain 
affordability, economic diversity and local 
access to essential services.
Historical Overview                                                                                                                               
The community land trust (CLT) is a neutral 
and sustainable model of affordable housing 
and community development that has slow-
ly spread throughout the United States, Can-
ada, and the United Kingdom over the past 
40 years. The model was originated in the 
United States by Ralph Borsodi and Robert 
Swann, drawing upon earlier examples of 
planned communities on leased land includ-
ing the Garden city movement in the United 
Kingdom, single tax communities in the 
US, Gramdan villages in India, and moshav 
communities on lands owned by the Jewish 
National Fund in Israel. New Communi-
ties, Inc., the prototype for the modern-day 
community land trust, was formed in 1969 
near Albany, Georgia, by leaders of the 
Civil Rights Movement who were seeking 
a new way to achieve secure access to land 
for African American farmers.

History                                                                                                                                               
According to 
the Schumacher 
Center for a 
New Economics 
website, “Swann 
was inspired by 
Ralph Borsodi and 

by Borsodi’s work with J. P. Narayan and 
Vinoba Bhave, both disciples of Gandhi. 
Vinoba walked from village to village in ru-
ral India in the 1950s and 1960s, gathering 
people together and asking those with more 
land than they needed to give a portion of it 
to their poorer sisters and brothers. The ini-
tiative was known as the Bhoodan or Land 
gift movement, and many of India’s leaders 
participated in these walks.    
Some of the new landowners, however, 
became discouraged. Without tools to 
work the land and seeds to plant it, without 
an affordable credit system available to 
purchase these necessary things, the land 
was useless to them. They soon sold their 
deeds back to the large landowners and left 
for the cities. Seeing this, Vinoba altered the 
Boodan system to a Gramdan or Village gift 
system. All donated land was subsequently 
held by the village itself. The village would 
then lease the land to those capable of 
working it. The lease expired if the land was 
unused. The Gramdan movement inspired 
a series of regional village land trusts that 
anticipated Community Land Trusts in the 
United States.                        
The first organization to be labeled with the 
term ‘community land trust’ in the U.S., 
called New Communities, Inc., was founded 
with the purpose of helping African-Ameri-
can farmers in the rural South to gain access 
to farmland and to work it with security.                                                                                                                                        
A precursor to this was the Celo Communi-
ty in North Carolina, which was founded in 
1937 by Arthur Ernest Morgan 
Defining Features In The United States                                                                                                     
Since 1992, the defining features of the 
CLT model in the United States have been 
enshrined in federal law (Section 213, 
Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1992). There is considerable variation 
among the hundreds of organizations that 
call themselves a community land trust, but 
ten key features are to be found in most of 
them.      

Nonprofit, Tax-Ex-
empt Corporation                                                                                                  
A community land 
trust is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit 

corporation that is legally chartered in the 
state in which it is located. Most CLTs are 
started from scratch, but some are grafted 
onto existing nonprofit corporations such 
as community development corporations. 
Most CLTs target their activities and 
resources toward charitable activities like 
providing housing for low-income people 
and redeveloping blighted neighbor-
hoods, making them eligible to receive 
501(c)(3) designation from the IRS.                                                                                           
Dual Ownership
A nonprofit corporation, the CLT, ac-
quires multiple parcels of land through-
out a targeted geographic area with the 
intention of retaining ownership of the 
parcels forever. Any building already 
located on the land or later constructed 
on the land can be held by the CLT or 
sold off to an individual homeowner, 
a cooperative housing corporation, a 
nonprofit developer of rental housing, or 
some other nonprofit, governmental, or 
for-profit entity.
Leased Land
Although CLTs intend never to resell 
their land, they can provide for the ex-
clusive use of their land by the owners of 
any buildings located thereon. Exclusive 
use of parcels of land can be conveyed to 
individual homeowners or to the owners 
of other types of residential or com-
mercial structures by long-term ground 
leases. The two-party contract between 
the landowner (the CLT) and a building’s 
owner protects the owner’s interests in 
security, privacy, legacy, and equity and 
enforces the CLT’s interests in preserving 
the appropriate use, the structural integri-
ty and the continuing affordability of any 
buildings on its land.

Perpetual Affordability
The CLT retains an option to repurchase 
any residential (or commercial) structures 
on its land if their owners ever choose to 
sell. The resale price is set by a formula 
contained in the ground lease that is 
designed to give present homeowners a 
fair return on their investment but giving 
future homebuyers fair access to housing 
at an affordable price. By design and by 
intent, the CLT is committed to preserv-
ing the affordability of housing (and other 
structures), one owner after another, one 
generation after another, in perpetuity.
Perpetual Responsibility
The CLT does not disappear once a 
building is sold. As owner of the under-
lying land and as owner of an option to 
repurchase any buildings located on its 
land, the CLT has an abiding interest in 
what happens to the structures and to the 
people who occupy them. The ground 
lease requires owner-occupancy and 
responsible use of the premises. Should 
buildings become a hazard, the ground 
lease gives the CLT the right to step in 
and force repairs. Should property owners 
default on their mortgages, the ground 
lease gives the CLT the right to step in 
and cure the default, forestalling foreclo-
sure. The CLT remains a party to the deal, 
safeguarding the structural integrity of 
the buildings and the residential security 
of the occupants.
Community Base
The CLT operates within the physical 
boundaries of a targeted locality. It is 
guided by and accountable to the people 
who call the locale their home. Most 
commonly, any adult who resides on the 
CLT’s land and any adult who resides 
within the area deemed by the CLT to 
be its community can become a voting 
member of the CLT. The community may 
encompass a single neighborhood, multi-
ple neighborhoods, or, in some cases, an 
entire town, city, or county.
Governance
Typically, CLTs are run by a board of 
directors whose members include three 
groups of stakeholders: residents or 
leaseholders, people who reside within 
its targeted community but do not live 
on its land, and lastly the broader public 
interest. This third group is frequently 
represented by government officials, 
funders, housing agencies, and social ser-
vice providers. Organization bylaws may 
designate each of these groups a specific 
and equal number of seats, and they may 
be elected separately by their constituent 
groups. Control of the CLT’s board is 
diffused and balanced to ensure that all 
interests are heard but that no interest 
predominates.
For additional information, go here: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communi-
ty_land_trust

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Tesla Inc.’s plans for growth in China 
are materializing.
Over last weekend, China’s Ministry 
of Commerce confirmed that Tesla will 
build a wholly owned factory in Shang-
hai, according to reports from Chinese 
website Xuehua. The news comes on 
the heels of speculation that a holding 
company recently registered in Shang-
hai could be the legal vehicle for a new 
Gigafactory build.
The ministry said it has been informed 
that Tesla is negotiating directly with 
Shanghai’s municipal government on 
the details of the new facility.
It’s been a very active month for Tes-
la’s China operations: The company has 
already reportedly begun hiring for the 
Gigafactory, and China officially made 
good on its pledge to reduce tariffs on 
car imports starting July 1.
That tariff cut translates into a $14,000 
discount on Tesla’s priciest models.
Just as critically, China also announced 
that it would allow foreign firms to build 
car factories without Chinese joint-ven-
ture partners for the first time. That 
policy shift is a major step for tech-first 
firms like Tesla concerned about the se-
curity of their intellectual property in 
factories that they don’t have complete 
control over.
China is already Tesla’s fastest-grow-
ing market, thanks in large part to an 
aggressive policy of government man-
datesfor electric vehicle adoption. The 
People’s Republic could become even 
more important in the years to come, 
as Tesla builds out its sales, service and 
charging network and brings down the 
cost of selling vehicles domestically.

Tesla’s charging network and store 
footprint in China. Source: Tesla Inc.
Having a “Made in China” stamp on 
new cars meant for sale in China could 
also have the added effect of opening 

Tesla models to additional government 
subsidies meant for domestic manufac-
turers.
In addition to China’s government push 
for more electric vehicles, burgeoning 
middle class and wealthy upper-class 
populations mean that the country is 
also the world’s largest market for lux-
ury cars today. That combination makes 
Tesla a logical fit.
Tesla plans on bringing its lower-priced 
Model 3 to China in 2019.
If the reports on the Chinese govern-
ment’s comments are accurate, this 

latest news still suggests that Tesla is a 
while away from breaking ground on a 
Chinese Gigafactory. That said, the con-
fluence of positive policy changes from 
China has the potential to change the 
economics of Tesla’s fastest-growing 
region in a very positive way.

In the meantime, both short term and 
long term, Tesla’s technical price trajec-
tory looks like it could finally be ready 

to make a move to the upside, after a 
sluggish start to 2018. Success in China 
plays into that long-term upside poten-
tial in a big way.

Related
Breaking The Barriers, The Chinese 
Ministry Of Commerce Confirms 
Tesla Will Build A Factory In Shang-

hai
The Chinese Ministry of Commerce 
has confirmed that Tesla will establish 
a wholly-owned factory in the Shanghai 
Self-Trade Zone. This move will break 
the limit of more than three decades.
“As far as we know, Tesla is negotiating 
with the Shanghai Municipal Govern-
ment on the establishment of a factory.” 
China will allow Tesla to establish a 
work as a wholly-owned subsidiary, and 
China welcomes foreign investment, 
especially on the high side. Technology, 
strategically emerging industries such 
as energy conservation and environ-
mental protection in China.

Last week, the Wall Street Journal re-
ported that Tesla was negotiating to 
build a wholly-owned factory. Howev-
er, prior Chinese regulations required 
foreign companies to establish joint 
ventures with local automakers before 
entering China. The policy also limits 
the number of shares in foreign joint 
ventures to 50%.
Although Tesla needs a 25% tax on the 
China Free Trade Zone. But this can 
still greatly reduce the cost of transport-
ing vehicles from the United States to 
China, and it is still a good deal. (Cour-
tesy https://www.thestreet.com)

Tesla’s Growth Strategy In China Is Coming Together Quickly, 
As The Government Shifts Policies In Favor Of Foreign Automakers

Chinese Government Onboard                                          
With Tesla’s New Gigafactory 
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