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Senate approves bill rewriting 
post-crisis bank rules
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Speaker of the House Ryan, Irish Prime Minister (Taoiseach) Varadkar, U.S. President 
Trump, Rep. King (R-NY), and U.S. Vice President Pence depart after attending a Friends of 
Ireland event at the U.S. Capitol in Washington

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The 
U.S. Senate voted 67 to 31 on 
Wednesday to ease bank rules, 
bringing Congress a step closer to 
passing the first rewrite of the Dodd-
Frank reform law enacted after the 
2007-2009 global financial crisis.
The draft legislation now heads to 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
where Republicans in the majority 
say they want to add more provi-
sions to ease financial regulations. 
Those changes have some of the 
bill’s backers worried that late alter-
ations could upend the deal struck in 
the Senate between Republicans and 
Democrats.
The bill would ease tight restrictions 
on small banks and community lend-
ers, and includes provisions benefi-
cial to all but the largest U.S. banks.
The measure marks the first signifi-
cant rewrite of financial rules since 
the passage of the 2010 Dodd-Frank 
financial reform law. The White 
House said in a statement that 
President Donald Trump would sign 
the bill into law if approved by the 
House.
Republican critics say Dodd-Frank 
went too far and curbs banks’ ability 
to lend, while many Democrats say 

it provides critical protections for 
consumers and taxpayers.
The U.S. Capitol building is seen in 
Washington, U.S., February 8, 2018. 
REUTERS/ Leah Millis
The bill would raise the threshold at 
which banks are considered system-
ically risky and subject to stricter 
oversight to $250 billion from $50 
billion. It also exempts banks with 
less than $10 billion in assets from 
rules banning proprietary trading, as 
well as exempts smaller banks from 
several other post-crisis rules.
The bill would allow custody banks 
such as BNY Mellon (BK.N) and 
State Street Corp (STT.N) to exempt 
the customer deposits they place 
with central banks from a stringent 
capital calculation requirement.
In the House, conservative Repub-
licans say they want to expand the 
bill to include additional regulatory 
relief, identifying roughly 30 bills 
they have already passed for inclu-
sion. But that insistence has some 
of the bill’s supporters concerned it 
could disrupt the bipartisan support it 
needs to become law.
“To expect that the House would 
have a desire to have some finger-
prints on this final product is more 

than reasonable,” said 
Representative Bill 
Huizenga, a Michigan 
Republican, who wants 
additions to the bill.
Any changes made 
in the House would 
again have to pass the 
Senate, and Republican 
additions could drive 
away Senate Demo-
crats whose support is 
needed for passage.
“There’s no guarantee 
that a modified bill 
would be able to pass 
the Senate,” said Paul 
Merski, executive vice 
president with the In-
dependent Community 
Bankers of America, 
which supports the 
Senate bill. “That’s a 
real danger.”



2018 年年度改善计划是休斯顿市向美国住房和城市发展局提

出的以下四个专项拨款申请：社区发展大宗拨款；房屋投资

合作拨款；艾滋病患者住房机会拨款；应急拨款。 
 
这项计划预算包括$39,172,745 的联邦资金拨款和$251,443 的

项目收入，都将用于 2018 年项目年度(July 1, 2018 – June 30, 
2019)城市住房和城市发展计划。 
 
以下的表格显示各项提案预算情况，美国住房和城市发展局

尚未对 2018 年度项目资金拨款进行分配，一旦宣布，资金分

配数量将根据以下表格进行调整：  

公 告

G05- CITY OF HOUSTON-HOUSING & COMMUNITY _C B_80

請加入休斯頓市住房和社區發展部（HCDD）春季開放日和公眾聽證會，內容包括審核2018年年度行動計劃，反饋預算優先意見和獲知有關住房和社區發展部關於
房屋維修和買賣的項目。

春季開放日和公眾聽證會時間安排如下： 地址 時間 
West End Multi-Service Center 
170 Heights Blvd, Houston, TX 77007 

2018 年三月 27 日，星期二，下午 6 點 

Southwest Multi-Service Center 
6400 High Star Dr, Houston, TX 77074 

2018 年三月 29 日，星期四，下午 6 點 

你可以在2018年3月13日至4月12日期間對此項

計劃發表意見和評論，並接受各種詢問。

公開日和公眾聽證會都接受各種意見和評論。

你可直接寄信至以下地址：

City of Houston, Housing and 

Community Development Department, 

601 Sawyer, Suite 400,

 Houston, TX 77007, 

Attn: Fatima Wajahat,

或者电子邮件至

Fatima.wajahat@houstontx.gov. 

你也可以到以下地點對此項計劃進行瞭解：

‧上網www.houstontx.gov/housing 
‧公眾圖書館 – 500 McKinney, 77002
‧住房和社區發展局 –
      601 Sawyer, Suite 400, 77007 

社区发展大宗拨款 - $21,969,500  

公共设施和改善 $380,000 1.7% 

公共服务 (包括无家可归人员, 社会福利服

务, 未成年人, 特别照顾, 年长居民) $3,183,698 14.5% 

应急拨款投入 $500,000 2.2% 

独立家庭屋修缮 $4,300,000 19.6% 

独立家庭屋开发 $4,803,772 21.9% 

拥有住房辅助 $1,400,000 6.4% 

多家庭住房修缮以及开发 $200,000  0.9% 

经济开发投入 $200,000 0.9% 

法规执行 $2,608,830 11.9% 

项目管理 $4,393,200 20.0% 

艾滋病患者住房机会拨款 - $8,687,055 
运作成本 $1,820,000  21.0% 

支持服务 $2,500,000  28.8% 

项目或者租客租房辅助 $2,000,000  23.0% 

短期，租房，贷款&水电辅助 $2,106,444  24.2% 

被拨款方的资金管理 $260,611 3.0% 

 

应急拨款 - $1,973,290 
无家可归人员管理信息系统 $79,200 4.0% 

紧急庇护所 $656,368 33.3% 

无家可归的预防 $396,196 20.1% 

快速安置住房 $693,530 35.1% 

行政管理 $147,996 7.5% 

房屋 - $6,794,343 
多家庭房屋收购/修复/新建/迁置 /交付 $4,909,999  72.3% 

独立屋收购/修复/新建/迁置 /交付 $1,204,910  17.7% 

项目管理 $679,434 10.0% 

這兩個場地都可供殘障人士使用。查詢更多信息，或需要在聽證會上作出特別安排（口譯員，聽力障礙者的說明，手語或其他）

請撥打電話832.394.6156或發電郵至fatima.wajahat@houstontx.gov 。有關公平住房或房東/租客關係的具體問題或疑慮，請致電832.394.6240與Royce Sells聯繫。
詳情亦可登錄網址查看： www.houstontx.gov/housing
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LOCAL NEWS
1 dead after SWAT scene in north Houston

By Keri Blakinger 
and Samantha Ketterer

One man is dead and another two in 
custody after a pickup truck with a 
foul chemical odor sparked a SWAT 
scene in north Houston early Thurs-
day.
First responders originally responded 
to a call around 10:15 a.m. in the 200 
block of Van Molan near Fulton, after 
a resident called 911 about the suspi-
cious smell emanating from a vehicle 
parked in her driveway, according to 
Houston police.
Police pulled up next to the vehicle 
and spotted three men inside. Au-
thorities said one of the men fired off 
two shots at police, who took cover 
and did not return fire.
Two people surrendered and were 
taken into custody, and the third shot 
himself inside the vehicle, police said.

Austin company is building 3D printed houses for less than $4,000
An Austin-based company is 
looking to change the homebuying 
market by making houses more 
universally accessible.
According to its website, ICON de-
buted the first permitted 3D printed 
home in Austin on March 12, 2018, 
built using a prototype of a mobile 
printer that will have the ability 
to produce “a single-story, 600 to 
800 square foot homes in under 24 
hours for less than $4,000.”
The founders of the company part-
nered with New Story, a non-profit 
charity that works to transform 
slums into functional, sustain-
able communities, in an effort to 
address housing shortages around 

Houston Police SWAT team responded to a standoff on 200 block of Van 
Molan Street Thursday, March 15, 2018, in Houston.

the world.
ICON, an Austin-based company, is 
3D-printing houses in order to make 
homes more universally accessible.
According to The Verge, the proto-
type model has a living room, bed-
room, bathroom and a porch.
“There are a few other companies that 
have printed homes and structures,” 
co-founder Jason Ballar told the 
publication. “But they are printed in 
a warehouse, or they look like Yoda 
huts. For this venture to succeed, they 
have to be the best houses.”
The company’s plan is to finish 
tweaking and testing the design to 
get a community of up to 100 homes 
built in El Salvador in 2019.

Austin-based company ICON is looking to make 
housing more universally accessible by 3-D printing 
homes.



Students participate in a march in support of the National School Walkout in 
the Queens borough of New York City

German parliament Bundestag elects new chancellor in Berlin

A student from Fiorello H. Laguardia High School wears a “Stop Shooting” message on his face 
during the National School Walkout in the Manhattan borough of New York City

Polish supporters attend Hungarian march at a pro-Orban rally during Hungary’s National 
Day celebrations in Budapest
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A Snapshot Of The World

South Korea’s former president Lee Myung-bak arrives at the 
prosecutors’ office in Seoul

U.S. President Donald Trump pumps his fist after speaking at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar 
in San Diego, California

FIS World Cup Women’s Downhill final

A model is seen during a shooting session for Amazon Fashion at an unveiling of its new photo 
studio in Tokyo

Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives for the closing session of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC)
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COMMUNITY
Backers of a Houston-to-Dallas bullet 
train aren’t shopping for a southern termi-
nal anymore.
Texas Central Partners and Houston-area 
elected officials on Monday announced 
that the company, which is seeking fed-
eral approval for a 240-mile high-speed 
train line, has chosen Northwest Mall near 
Loop 610 and U.S. 290 as their preferred 
site.

Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner and Carlos Agui-

lar laugh as they announced                                             
the location of the Bullet Train 

Station Monday, Feb. 5, 2018, in 
Houston.

The company has an option to buy the 
land, said Jack Matthews, who is handling 
property acquisition for Texas Central.
The announcement was largely expected, 
as the mall site remained the most viable 
site to put a train station along Hempstead 
Road in the area around Loop 610. It also 
emerged from a federal environmental re-
view as the most practical site in terms of 
displacing fewer homes and businesses. 
Still, the line will affect landowners along 
Hempstead as the tracks extend from the 
proposed station into northwest Harris and 
southern Waller counties.

Freestone County Commissioner 
Michael Daniels, right, talks to a 
concerned landowner at a public 
hearing Jan. 31, 2018, in Fairfield 
as they look over the proposed 

route of a high-speed rail line by 
Texas Central Partners.

Elected officials, acknowledging some 
displacements, cheered the station choice.
“We are moving to a new phase in this 
city,” Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner 
said.
Turner said the train will better connect 
Houstonians to northern Texas, boost de-
velopment north of Uptown and revive a 
mall that, “has pretty much been kind of 
… dormant for a long time.”
Almost all of the stores within the mall 
itself are closed. Only a handful of stores 
and venues with exterior entrances remain 
open.

A proposed Houston-to-Dallas 
bullet train is the subject of intense 

debate among Texans.

City leaders also joined with Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority officials, noting they 
hoped the station could spur rail devel-
opment from Metro’s nearby Northwest 
Transit Center to downtown Houston.
Texas Central CEO Carlos Aguilar said 
the site was chosen because its location 
gives the company ready access to many 
Houston area travelers. The area around 
Loop 610 and U.S. 290 is essentially the 
population center of the region, as devel-
opment has spread rapidly north and west 

of the urban core.

Texas Central released ren-
derings of its proposed Dallas 
station on Jan. 29, 2018. The 

station is planned for a vacant 
tract south of downtown.

“This is the best site for Houston for many 
reasons,” Aguilar said.
The announcement was timed to coincide 
with a public hearing Monday night in 
Cypress. The Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration is hosting meetings so the public 
can comment on the preliminary environ-

mental report for the line.
The project, expected to cost between $15 
billion and $18 billion to build, must re-
ceive federal approval to proceed, even 
though it is privately funded.

Residents got their first look at a 
proposed ‘bullet’ train from Hous-
ton to Dallas that would take only 
90 minutes. The meeting at NRG, 
the sixth in a series that began in 
Dallas the previous week, was an 
initial scoping meeting for the pu 

lic to provide input for a draft-
environmental impact statement 
required by the National Environ-

mental Policy Act.

Though vigorously opposed by rural areas 
where the train is expected to speed by 
at more than 200 mph, Texas Central has 
broad support in the metro areas. Both the 
Houston and Dallas regions are expected 
to swell to 10 million residents by 2035.
That growth will require new ways to 
move, officials said, for both regions to 
reach their economic potential.

Plans for a Houston-to-Dallas 
bullet train face political obstruc-
tion in Austin. More than 20 bills 
have been filed that would slow 

down the steady progress on this 
privately funded project that could 
transform 3-5 hours of start-and-
stop traffic into a 90-minute ride. 
The N700 train is shown in this 
photo illustration from Texas 

Central Railway, using images pro-
vided by Japan Railway Central. 

(Courtesy JR Central)

“Right now we compete against Dallas. 
But with that 90-minute trip, we will com-
pete with Dallas,” Harris County Precinct 
4 Commissioner Jack Cagle said. (Courte-
sy chron.com)

Northwest Mall Tapped As 
Site Of Southern Terminal For 

Houston-Dallas Bullet Train
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Texas Central Partners announced Monday it has chosen Northwest Mall as its preferred  high-speed 
rail station in the Houston area. Renderings of the station were unveiled during the announcement.



美南新聞高帝健康產業集團
SNG Gotit International Healthcare Group

SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP

高地健康醫療產業秉承“創新醫療體驗，服務世界華人”的初衷，協同
35家世界級的醫療機構，創建“幫你醫”健康醫療平台，旨在以先進的
遠程科技連接平台上的一百多名各個專科領域的頂尖醫生資源，為患者
提供基于“互聯網+”的 “中美聯合門診”“代孕”、“癌症治療”等
系列遠程醫療服務，打造從線上
（美國醫生）問診到線下（中美
醫療實體）治療、康復的服務閉
環，深化中美醫療合作、醫學交環，深化中美醫療合作、醫學交
流以及中西醫聯合調理，助力緩
解國內優質醫療資源緊缺的現狀
，助推一站式服務的優化環節！

美南新聞控股集團

 全學科美國醫療資源，
  涵蓋幾十個專科領域；
 中美專家線上線下聯動
  看診，溝通高效專業；
 中美醫學文化交流，研
  發和突破各類疑難雜症；

 前沿遠程醫療技術和設備
  支持，快速查詢預約；
 遵循美國HIPAA法案，
  嚴格保護患者健康隱私；
 中西醫聯合調理，深入
  徹底去除病根；醫療資源共享

一體化服務

諮詢電話：281.498.4310
2223 Dorrington St., Houston, TX 77030

H03-SNG-GOTIT 高地健康形象廣告_ 徵人_C_80 

美南新聞高地國際健康集團

位於休斯頓醫學中心核心區域。秉承創新醫

療體驗，服務世界華人的初衷，協同休斯頓

醫學中心世界級的頂級醫療機構，創建健康

醫療平台。旨在以先進的遠程醫療科技連接

平台各專科領域的頂尖醫生，為患者提供基

於互聯網的中美聯合門診，代孕， 癌症治療

等醫療服務。集團的長遠發展目標將是建立

無國界的健康交流平台。我們現在需要招聘

以下人員：

1）家庭醫生或者內科醫生：歡迎全職半職

     參與，已經有經營私人家庭診所經歷的

     優先考慮。要求合作者提供簡歷，有效

     德州行醫執照，並無聯邦DEA以及醫療

     事故記錄。

2）一名前台兼代孕服務助理：歡迎全職

     半職參與；要求中英文流利，可以熟練

     完成中翻英英翻中；熟悉電腦文件處理，

     包括宣傳頁設計等；有做賬經驗以及有

     醫學背景尤其是生殖醫學背景的優先考

     慮。申請人必須有合法美國工作身份。

     工作時間要求8:00-5:00，

     周一至周五，周六9-2點，薪資面議。

3）一名醫療助理：中英文雙語流暢。

     歡迎全職半職參與; 申請人必須

     有合法美國工作身份。薪資面議。 

     請申請人提供簡歷。期待您的加盟！

電話:713-261-0991 Jana Wang    

SNGGOTIT@gmail.com.
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The Data Shows They Are Being Successful

America’s Teenagers Are Doing The 
Unexpected: Keeping America’s Focus 

On Guns And School Safety
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

It’s been over a week since the school shoot-
ing in Parkland, Florida. And there’s some-
thing advocates and pundits have been say-
ing about the way the national conversation 
has unfolded in the aftermath: It feels differ-
ent from previous shootings.
Students who survived the shooting have 
been speaking out, organizing events, and 
demanding that leaders do something about 
US gun laws that allow people to easily ob-
tain weapons and slaughter children inside 
American classrooms.
It’s a reaction to a mass shooting that has 
never been seen before.
But as someone who looks at a lot of data 
on media coverage, I’ve been skeptical of 
whether this story can persist in the pub-
lic eye. That’s because, in shooting after 
shooting — whether it’s Sandy Hook, San 
Bernardino, or Las Vegas — our attention 
quickly moves off the topic and onto other 
subjects.
But there are signs that perhaps this one re-
ally is different:

The networks have covered gun control more 
than they did at the same point after Sandy 
Hook. We have seen a gradual shift from 
talking directly about the shooting to talking 
about policy solutions.
One thing that made the gun control debate 
persist after Sandy Hook was both the White 
House and congressional Democrats pushing 
gun control policy and keeping it in the news. 
The Orlando nightclub shooting also spurred 
two weeks of coverage on gun control, but it 
didn’t get that second wind from Congress or 
the White House.
With Parkland, however, it appears the stu-
dents who survived the shooting are driving 
the attention onto gun control — and they’ve 
been able to keep America’s attention on the 

issue. We can see this in Google search data, 
which shows people are nearly as interested 
in searching “gun control” as they were just a 
few days after the shooting:

Mass shootings almost always dominate the 
news coverage on the days they happen, but 
those stories quickly die down and became a 
minuscule part of overall coverage. Even in 
the deadliest or most high-profile shootings, 
the coverage peaks the day after the shoot-
ing, stays relatively high for a day or two — 
and then fades into the background in a few 
weeks.
It looked like coverage of this shooting would 
fade quicker than most major shootings. But 
on Monday, after the weekend attention on 
FBI special counsel Robert Mueller’s indict-
ments of Russians who tried to interfere with 
the US election, coverage of the shooting 
came roaring back. Five days after the shoot-
ing, coverage of it was higher than it was at 
the same point after the Sandy Hook shoot-

ings in 2012. That attention waned a little on 
Tuesday and a bit more on Wednesday, but 
was still at relatively high levels.

And some of the diminishing coverage is be-
ing replaced by coverage on gun control.
The persisting media coverage, not just of the 
shooting but of gun control, is clearly bother-
ing the gun lobby. Wayne Lapierre, head of 
the National Rifle Association, has accused 
the mainstream media and gun control ad-
vocates of using the tragedy to push their 
agenda.
So what does all this mean? It’s hard to say 

for sure, since 
virtually all 
previous evi-
dence shows 
that the likeli-
est scenario is 
no action on 
guns.
But the data 
seems to 
suggest that 
hearing these 
young sur-
vivors not 
only plead for 
action, but 
taking action 
t hemse lves , 
is keeping 
this conver-
sation going. 
They’ve part-
nered with gun 
control advo-
cates to orga-
nize events 
well into the 
future. And the 
students’ cam-

paign may already be showing signs of hav-
ing an effect: President Trump has directed 
the Department of Justice to ban bump stocks 
(which allow shooters to pull triggers more 
frequently and fire in rapid succession) and 
tweeted his support for strengthening back-
ground checks.
Will mobilization and public pressure lead 
to actual legislation? It will take a few more 
weeks, even months, before we know if this 
time really is different. But by keeping the 
shooting in the public’s attention, these Park-
land high school students are giving gun con-
trol legislation its best chance since Sandy 
Hook. (Courtesy https://www.vox.com)
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