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Survivors of Florida school shooting
launch gun control push draws criticism

PARKLAND, Fla. (Reuters) - Dozens of stu-
dents and parents from the Florida high school
where 17 teens and staff members died in a
shooting rampage boarded buses on Tuesday
for a trip to the state capital Tallahassee to push
for a ban on assault rifles.

Last week’s massacre, the second-deadliest
shooting at a public school in U.S. history, has
inflamed a national debate about gun rights and
prompted teens from Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School and across the United States
to demand legislative action. The incident has
galvanized advocates for stricter gun controls,
including many survivors of the shooting.

“l am not going back to school until lawmak-
ers, and the president, change this law,” said
Tyra Hemans, an 18-year-old senior, referring
to Florida’s law permitting the sale of assault
rifles. “Three people I looked to for advice

and courage are gone but never forgotten, and
for them, 1 am going to our state capital to tell
lawmakers we are tired and exhausted of stupid
gun laws.”

Fourteen students and three educators were
killed in the Feb. 14 attack at the school in
Parkland, near Fort Lauderdale. Authorities
have charged Nikolas Cruz, 19, with 17 counts
of premeditated murder for allegedly returning
to the school from which he had been expelled
and opening fire with a semiautomatic AR-15
assault rifle.

The youth-led protest movement that erupted
within hours of the shooting attracted a promi-
nent celebrity supporter on Tuesday when actor

George Clooney and his wife Amal, a human
rights lawyer, said they would donate $500,000
to help fund a planned March 24 gun control
march in Washington.

A Washington Post/ABC News opinion poll
released on Tuesday showed 77 percent of
Americans believe the Republican-controlled
U.S. Congress is not doing enough to prevent
mass shootings, with 62 percent saying Presi-

Experience fast, easy and safe online payments

S E

5800 Corporate Dr. STE B2
Houston, TX 77036

dent Donald Trump, also a Republican, has
not done enough on that front.

Trump said on Tuesday he had signed a
memorandum directing the attorney general
to draw up regulations banning devices that
turn firearms into machine guns, like the
bump stock used in October’s mass shooting
in Las Vegas.

Students in states including Florida and
Tennessee staged sympathy protests on
Tuesday, according to local media reports.
Miami’s WTVJ-TV showed video of about
1,000 teens and adults marching from a
high school in Boca Raton to the site of the
Parkland shooting, about 12 miles (19 km)
to the west.

State Senator Bill Galvano, the chamber’s
next president, called for a bill to limit sales
of assault rifles to people at least 21 years
old, with some exceptions, up from the cur-
rent minimum age of 18. The legislature’s
current session ends on March 9, leaving
little time for a vote.

Current U.S. high school students were
born after the 1999 massacre at Columbine
High School in Colorado in which a pair of
teen gunmen killed 13 people. There have
been numerous mass shootings, not just in
schools, since then in the United States, and
students in this age group have grown up in
an environment where they regularly train
for the possibility of being targeted by a
shooter on the loose in school.

Gun ownership is protected by the Second

L

Mourners leave burial service for student Peter Wang in
North Lauderdale

f

Training Corps cadet, Wang
had aspired to attend the elite
academy.

letter of acceptance to
Peter Wang, a student of
the school killed in the
Funerals continued for the shooting. A Junior Reserve
young victims of Wednesday’s ~ Officer Training Corps
attack. The U.S. Military Acade- cadet, Wang had aspired to
my at West Point on Tuesday attend the elite academy.
said it made a rare posthumous

Funerals continued for the young
victims of Wednesday’s attack.
The U.S. Military Academy at
West Point on Tuesday said it
made a rare posthumous letter

of acceptance to Peter Wang, a
student of the school killed in the
shooting. A Junior Reserve Officer

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and
remains one of the nation’s more divisive
issues. The Washington Post/ABC News
poll found that fewer than seven in 10
Republicans support the idea of a ban on
assault weapons, the reverse of Democrats,
71 percent of whom support it. A federal ban
on assault weapons, in force for 10 years,
expired in 2004.

Students shout slogans during a protest to show support for Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School, following a mass shooting in Parkland
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Alrlines protest Trump budget proposal
to raise passenger fees

By Kevin Crowley Bastain said about the deal.
: : — If you want to fly the friendly skies with family and
A ht[tle over a year into Fhe Trump adrr.nms— friends, you better get ready to fork over extra cash if
tration, the U.S. airline industry has mixed you want to sit together. Buzz60’s Sean Dowling has
feelings about the businessman-turned-pres- more.
ident. ) . . But now, a trade group that represents those same U.S.
Three of the countrys biggest a1r11.nes - Unit- airlines is protesting a proposal from the Trump admin-
ed, Delta and American - and their labor istration to raise fees on airline tickets to collect nearly
unions praised Trump last month for mak- $3 billion.
ing a deal to get Qatar Airl'%nes to restrict its The Trump budget would raise the passenger security
ﬂ1ghts to .the U.S. and provide more financial ~ fee charged to all flyers by $1 per one-way trip next year
information. . and $1.65 in 2020, raising the total fee in 2020 to $8.25
The deal came aft.er years of co.mplaln.ts .that per one-way ticket.
accused Q'atar, Etﬂ?ad ar?d Emlra‘Fes. airlines The proposal calls for a nearly $2 increase to two
of competmg u.n'falrly with US furl.mes by separate fees charged by U.S. Customs and Border
accepting subsidies from their oil-rich gov- Protection on travelers entering the country via boat or L . . .
ernment owners. airplane limit the options small and medium  America, the trade group for the
“We are grateful to the Trump administration “Increasing taxes in any form will add to the cost of communities currently enjoy; said country airlines.
for working to restore a level plaving field . - . g Nicholas Calio, CEO of Airlines for
g playing flying for millions of Americans, curtail job growth and

for the U.S. aviation industry;” Delta CEO Ed

Better Business Bureau of Greater Houston reveals top scams of 2017

In2017. the Better Business Bureau of phone line at 713-868-9500 for more shopping sites gre le.:gitimate, scammers also set on your computer. They say if you give “tech support”
Great er,H ouston and South received 1.211 information, and be sure to research any up fraudulent sites in order to steal personal or access to your hard drive, they can fix it. Instead, they

scam reports submitted by consumners via business before making a purchase or financial information. In 2017, BBB Houston install malware on your computer and start stealing

our Scam Tracker reporting service, where charity before donating. received an influx of reports on online puppy your personal information.
scams are logged and detailed for the 1. Phishing scams - Typically, this scam scams, where consumers paid money to purchase ¢ Fake Check/Money Order scams - You receive a

these pets online but never receive their puppies.  check in the mail that is larger than the amount owed

public. is initiated by a call from an unfamiliar
A throuch thi it phone number or an unsolicited email 3. Employment scams - Scammers may say they  and are asked to deposit the check and wire the dif-

$ we progress through this year, 118 . : : have a job opening or guarantee job placement -h he check ends up being a fake. and
important to be aware of the current scams tryingto obtain personal or financial . . erence; however, the check ends up being a fake, an
targeting consumers to avoid becoming a information. In 2017, BBB Houston often if you first pay a fee to cover the cost it takes to when it bounces, you are out of the money.
victim. According, we are releasing a local received multiple reports of the “Can Your place you in a job; however, after you pay, the job 7 Government Grant scams - This scam comes in

never materializes. the form of a phone call, email or letter claiming you
4. Tax Collection scams - Someone calls claiming qualify for a government grant. In order to receive the
to be with the IRS or Treasury Departmentand  grant, you must first send a processing or delivery fee,

list of the top scams impacting people Hear Me?” phone scam, Z\’hei e the caller
throughout our area during 2017. As many 1 en‘couraged to answer “yes” to the ques-
of these scams will continue throughout ~ tion “Can you hear me?” If you answer

2018, the BBB also offers tips to avoid these Yes: there is a possibility the scammer re- says you owe money to the government, and if usually via wire transfer or a prepaid debit card.
scams or similar ones in the future. corded you and will use your “agreement”  Y°" do}?t pay now, you will be arfes'ted‘ Scam.- 8. Debt Collection scams - You receive a phone call
Tips tips to avoid scams can be found at  tO Sign you up for a product or service and glir.s t ri:iaten youto Selfld mogley Viaa prelpald from someone cl'aiming you have an unpaid debt. You
bbb.org/avoidscams, and scams may be then demand payment. 0161‘[ gfc;erar or wire transter, and some people pay are thre.?tenecé w1)tth garmshm;n:s,l lagults and even

’ 2. Online Purchase scams - This scam ) prison if you don't pay immediately. The scammer
rTerzzlzzerda: %i;iﬁiii;iﬁ;sggiiizsgfm occurs when consumers pay for an item 3 Te:i:h Support scams - Y‘f‘? ge.t a cal}l)o;a POP- will often use Caller ID spoofing and pretend to be a
Check with BBBHouston.org or call our  they never receive. While most online uMP ad on your computer claiming to be from government agency or law enforcement in order to

icrosoft (or Norton, or Apple) about a problem i yoke fear.
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Students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School meet with Florida
state legislators in Tallahassee

Students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School meet with Florida state legislators in Tallahassee

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth Il sits next to Vogue Editor-in-Chief Anna Wintour as they view Richard
Quinn’s runway show before presenting him with the inaugural Queen Elizabeth 1l Award for British
Design as she visits London Fashion Week, in London, Britain February 20, 2018.

Alex van der Zwaan leaves after a plea agreement hearing in Washington

|
|

_Next shuttle Gates

~)

Transfer mit Pendelzug alle 4 Minuten -
Transfer via shu very 4 minutes — t

Participants hand over a candle during a commemaoration ceremony at the
monument to the people killed during the 2014 Ukrainian pro-European Union
protests in Kiev

Nordic Combined Events - Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics -
_— : A Men’s Individual 10 km Final - Alpensia Cross-Country Skiing Cen-
neung Ice Arena - Gangneung, South Korea - February 20, tre - Pyeongchang, South Korea - February 20, 2018 - Gold medalist

Curling - Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics - Men’s Round . - S ..
: g yeomenan ) ymp 2018 - Elise Christie of Britain, Lara van Ruijven of the Johannes Rydzek of Germany, silver medalist Fabian Riessle of
Robin - Gangneung Curling Center - Gangneung, South Korea Netherlands. Maadalena Warakomska of Poland and And ; )
- February 20, 2018 - spectators are reflected in the glass barrier etherlands, Magaalena Warakomska of Poland and Andréa  Germany and bronze medalist Eric Frenzel of Germany celebrate
’ Keszler of Hungary in action. REUTERS/Damir Sagolj during the victory ceremony

as they watch the curling games.
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The Chinese New Year, Lunar New Year or
Spring Festival, as it’s been called since the
20th century, remains the most important so-
cial and economic holiday in China, and today
is celebrated by Chinese people and people of
other cultures and ethnic origins all around the
world.

This most happy, joyful and ancient of all holi-
day for Chinese all started out of fear, according
to centuries-old legend. While the origins of the
New Year celebration varies from teller to tell-
er, all legends include the story of a terrible
mythical monster who preyed all the villagers
of the land. The lion-like monster’s name was
Nian (£F) which is also the Chinese word for
“year.” The stories also all include a wise old
man who counsels the villagers to scare off the
evil Nian by making loud noises with drums
and firecrackers and hanging red paper cutouts
and scrolls on their doors because, for some
reason, the Nian was very fearful of the color
red. As legend has it, the villagers took the old
man’s advice and the Nian was conquered. So
on the anniversary of the date, the Chinese rec-
ognize the “passing of the Nian” known in Chi-
nese as guo nian (&4F), which is shared with
the new year celebrations.

Today, Chinese New Year is celebrated in Chi-
na and in countries and territories with signif-
icant Chinese populations, including Hong
Kong, Macau, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Taiwan, Mauritius, The Philippines
and ChinaTowns all over the world.

Based On The Lunar Calendar

The date of Chinese New Year changes each
year because it is based on the lunar calendar.
While the western Gregorian calendar is based
on the earth’s orbit around the sun, China and
most Asian countries use the lunar calendar that
is based on the moon’s orbit around the earth.
Chinese New Year always falls on the second
new moon after the winter solstice. Other Asian
countries such as Korea, Japan and Vietnam
also celebrate new year using the lunar calen-
dar.

Originally tied to the lunar-solar Chinese calen-
dar, the holiday was a time to honor household
and heavenly deities as well as ancestors. It was
also a time to bring family together for feast-
ing. With the popular adoption in China of the
Western calendar in 1912, the Chinese joined in
celebrating January 1 as New Year’s Day.

Ancient History Of Asian Culture Wil
Come Alive At The 22™ Annual Texas
International Lunar Festival

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

L
- -

Hapoy C

[l

China, however, continues to celebrate the
traditional Chinese New Year, although in a
shorter version with a new name-the Spring
Festival. Significantly, younger generations of
Chinese now observe the holiday in a very dif-
ferent manner from their ancestors. For some
young people, the holiday has evolved from an
opportunity to renew family ties to a chance for
relaxation from work.

Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner (center) joined South-
ern News Chairman Wea H.
Lee and participants in the 21st
Annual Texas International Lunar
Festival in 2017.

Chinese History Comes Alive

Today, the spirit of the traditional Chinese New
Year lives on in the 22nd Annual Texas Interna-
tional Lunar Festival (www.texaslunarfest.net),
the largest celebration of Asian culture in the
south central part of the United States, being

.|
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Lunar Festival Dragon Dance in the
1920’s in the U.S.

held this year on Saturday, February 24, 2018,
in front of the Southern News Group Building
in Southwest Houston, located at 11122 Bel-
laire Blvd., Houston, Texas 77072.

This year’s Festival will have an internation-
al theme highlighting the many countries and
cultures of the world and will include cultur-
al displays, international food and vendor
booths, international entertainment, acrobats,
lion dances, martial arts demonstrations, mu-
sic and dancing by international performers,
carnival rides, games and door prizes for every
age group. The festival’s activities are carefully
selected to complement this great and exciting
celebration with lively international entertain-
ment that reflects the many diverse groups liv-
ing here in the Houston community.

nnese New Year

You will even find zesty tra-
ditional German dancing
at the 22" Annual Texas Interna-
tional Lunar Festival!

We not only celebrate an important part of Asia
but also include International performances. In
the Chinese lunar calendar a different animal or
mythological beast represents every year in a
twelve year cycle. The year of 2018 is the year
of the Dog.

At the annual Texas Lunar Festival, we cele-
brate the impressive qualities of every culture
while celebrating the Asian Lunar New Year.
For the past 21 years, community leaders and
volunteers have worked hard to promote the
remarkable diversity and impressive leadership
of the greater Asian community while fostering
friendship among nearly every culture.

Thanks to the remarkable success of previous
festivals, we have expanded this year’s festival!
Our commitment to cultural diversity and the
promise of a stronger tomorrow starts at our
festival. The success of previous festivals has
proven our dedication and enthusiasm to ex-
pand above and beyond our former festivals.

e T ¥ 3

Thousands of citizens across the great State of
Texas visit our festival every year. From the ex-
citing entertainment to the remarkable cuisine,
the Texas Lunar Festival not only celebrates
Houston...but every culture across our beauti-
ful planet.

Since 1979, Southern News Group has not
only built the largest Asian media complex in
the southwestern United States, but has also
reached out to the broader community of south-
west Houston with programs that respond to the
growing ethnic diversity of this unique section
of one of America’s fastest growing cities.

We have initiated and been the driving force
behind many community projects, programs
and events that include the Texas Lunar New
Year Festival, the McDonald’s Education

Workshops, the Texas African Summit, the ITC
Education Institute and have aired many more
educational, cultural and business-related tele-
vision programs on our digital television sta-
tion, STV 15.3, as well as having hosted over
200 international business related meetings and
events at our International Trade Center.

The 22nd Annual Texas International Lunar
Festival is being hosted by Southern News
Group, Chinese New Year Festival Inc., Inter-
national Trade Center, International Manage-
ment District, and STV 15.3.

For more information please contact Jennifer
Lopez at 281-983-8152 or jenniferitc@gmail.
com

Agape

Dental Care

EmETHE

& :%.281-568-3985
BEEE-ZA= A5 AA

15 SEFHAEESRANTERE

=1 SEF TR ESTEFEE
RETRRER’

I EEIEFI P8 - IMAFRHLMER
RS RRE
www.agapedentalcarehouston.com

- ERE - BHET

fhHEAF KiE 11205, BLB-23(F# 15 =) (2nd Floor of Hong Kong City Mall )
11205 Bellaire Blvd (suite B-23) Houston, TX 77072

Dong Yan, DDS,Ph.D

{58 IF &l

CIE:

W AEY KA R
| R Ry A

FEiE1
Charles Ho
D.D.S

SR

W cieRapFReL:  713-272-8883

D02-AGAPE DENTAL CARE & M08 ¥ #35676_8

*EREJREBRERF

6918 Corporate
Drive Suite B6,

25F RIS PR 1RES am e xm 2w |

Houston, TX 77036

(RBRITEERERER)

2alE - BEES - RE2EE
REBFUT L RECEH LR TS
@ % it o B 4k 0h & i 3]
HIET 8 AR &N RTF
EEBITE L BT REER

(DENTIST101 4 — i
EE: Ef:ac%

i 281-961-8868 110134 S. HWY 6, Sugar Land, TX 77498
shEs: 713-173-1300 it 9180 Bellaire Blvd #B Houston TX 77036 (ms@m®is)

Dentist 10

www.txdentist101.com

F=EZH

FOPPOFFHER
Medicaid & CHIP

BT TR
Jessica Su, D.M.D

TAMARRETY Ao
BRARSEFR  xasuswnn

AT RERER

PR B

Board Certified Periodontist
Z+HFEF R KR

SEHETF IF R EE

Dunhuang Periodontics $ Dental Implants PA

TR AR AL WS AHEER
LB RS OMRSER T NL

FEFMT R gL | XRTARRARR
Jennifer Chen AT ARG A

9889 Bellaire Blvd., #322
Houston, TX 77036(#{2 M 15)

<, (713)995-0086

AT ARRia

87 R T EREAR

SRR RAERF - R
ST 1 » OHRAERTE

| REFEADBRHIFREFRE—REA |
| SHEXKAE R PMOLA R

W www.drchenimplant.com

#8152 BT Delight Dental

3524 Hwy 6 South

Sugar Land, TX 77478(KFEBH )
A, (281)565-0255

= .drchenimplant@gmail_com = delightdental@gmail.com

DOZ_HOMEF@%E25678_8

D02_DUNHUANG k@il 5F_12345678_8

&

i MBRER

() Yt 7 #

BT IBTIETFI KT IBT/IHRT
OEMREE | BHETFHEE
BREHERE | RIEERENA
REBHGE  MEBEETF
| BT BT

* 20824 EEFRIERS
o bHEEEiE RO EREEORER
MRS
CUTEERREFBSEERT B+
o [RERMN AR MR O ERERNRR
 JRIUT, Baylor College of Medicine
Wt
9889 Bellaire Bivd #103
Houston, TX 77036
(HiE EH EBellaire A1)

Phone: 281-501-0520

ERTRIRREBOKESE

CTH# HEET mERE

FIRST CENTRAL DENTAL

RHEF0 M LB www.fcdus.com XingKun George Liu
Email firstcentraldental @ outlook.com 1 S., M.S., Ph.D.

B 4
2 OR3F

© |
%‘Jﬂﬁhfvfliﬁi = 2O O S
IF A
— AR R AT

DO2-FIRST CENTRALth RIF£{12245676_8

ATHF (Dental Implant)

LM (Root Canal Treatment)

$E 35T T, 4 it i K —2R SE AL (One_ Visit)

SF i 96 25 58 1E (PRS 57 5) B — )RR B3 (One_Visit)

BB 4R 1235 & 8k A~& #0F-(Attachment)
8T i A R I 9 AR
— AR B SR S

T EE (TR E T ) EHRT e

i@f AFAX, T & 3

BREM(£X):Mon-Fri 9:30AM-6:30PM Sat. & Sun 10:00AM-6:00PM

EE& EEI Steven Xue, D.D.S.

oXEFEEAAH

ax im = F
BEHEE
U SIE
+#hEAHan

# 5 RALBE

o £ B o k4 F B4 +(USC)

oEIMLF FIRL(FICOI) o Lif# —BAXFoREFRIEEL

B5:713-773-9971

fi5.713-773-0336
$4t:9888 Bellaire Bivd. Ste 120,

Houston, TX 77036(% 4 Hi8M)

%D EF IR Medicaid under 21 | BEAZHARRNA 8.4 8. 1F]

%75:281-988-5930

Emailuniversedentalcenter@gmail.com

145+ 12989 Bellaire Bivd. Ste 46,
Houston, TX 77072

E B
FEMLt omo.

T 55: 832-831-4956

LA A2 TRt

R E R KR O ERS2m L
EEFRIBETTE (ADA)
[HJefferson Dental Clinics PIa2 £ F

8516 Bellaire Blvd,Houston TX 77036 | fir IARRMUEES (SEBRAVINIEEKERZ)
{S :wesmiledenta

L PSR AL 1 Kk e Ll

WT, AF, T, BF, REBRT, LETH, —HFRRER
RN R, FEATE, RAE, EERN, EZZHTARR

N20Z R SaRF
S ERR T e

ZEN DENTAL CARE
WATBMNL ARSTENL BEERENT

ZANEYANGDDS HEIDITANGDDS JENNIFER GEDDS

YR
COSIGE Ffet
Office: (281) 261-0555 Fax: (281) 261-5559

RIS :
W RF - RBEST  FERS  FAR  FRADNFl
REAM  RFHHLH  FERG - FX - T8 - RHFE

General ¢ Cosmetic Dentistry - 53 ~ IR S MBRARRE -
7 . *ARRRR AR
D & 4723 Highway 6, Missouri City, TX 77459
X Pl D o www.mypreferreddental.com
staff@mypreferreddental.com

ENARFEPREY 3D #5583 (CEREC) £EFEHEYE (ADA)

ent || BNABIET Precopontip B EMBMEERE Smighwic)  EEETHARA A0S)

FEaE T |*2FRBXLHSEN I i iy
T | ssasE ey AL L
o HRik BRI T S IE
peciat il spzemepess | 713-773-9889
: ﬁgﬁ%m %ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ E-mail: drzaneyang@gmail.com
. —RBRERT SR ERROREHE
: o REFHEIERMEE :
e At == 6609 W. Sam Houston Phwy ., Suite 203, Houston, TX 77072

DOZ-PREFERAED ® W MG6E_8

D02_ZEN##E F B34568_16



Wednesday, FEBRUARY 21, 2018

C5

DALY

Make
Today

BUSINESS

Students are taking hold of the gun de-
bate in the wake of the school shooting in
Parkland, Florida, by organizing a series of
school walkouts across the country and a
march in Washington to protest gun vio-
lence.

The Women’s March youth branch, stu-
dents from Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School — the site of the Valentine’s
Day attack in Parkland that killed 17 peo-
ple — and a Connecticut student who lives
a short drive from Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, where 26 people were
killed in 2012, are all working to take hold
of the national conversation with a series
of events.

It will begin with the Women’s March
EMPOWER branch, which is dedicated to
youth-led advocacy. The group has called
for “students, teachers, school administra-
tors, parents and allies” to take part in a
national school walkout on March 14.

The goal is for students and staff across the
country to walk out of their classrooms for
17 minutes at 10 a.m. “to protest Congress’
inaction to do more than tweet thoughts
and prayers in response to the gun violence
plaguing our schools and neighborhoods,”
the organization said in a statement.

“We need action,” it said.

Students from Parkland, meanwhile, are
organizing their own event on March 24
in Washington called the “March for Our
Lives.”

“NRA is not okay. NRA is not okay.”

It’s a chant being heard a lot since the
deadly shooting that killed 17 at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas ngh School

‘How many more students are
going to have to die?’, students
are asking.

Students are taking hold of the gun de-
bate in the wake of the school shooting in
Parkland, Florida, by organizing a series of
school walkouts across the country and a
march in Washington to protest gun vio-
lence.

Students In Charge Of National Debate On School Safety

Students Seize Control Of Gun
Debate, Plan Walkouts And March

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

‘How many more students are going to
have to die?’

The protest will “demand that a compre-
hensive and effective bill be immediately
brought before Congress to address these
gun issues,” according to its mission state-
ment. “No special interest group, no politi-
cal agenda is more critical than timely pas-
sage of legislation to effectively address
the gun violence issues that are rampant in
our country.”

Students from Douglas High School em-
phasized the need for action in an inter-
view with NBC’s “Meet the Press” on
Sunday.

“The tragedy at Stoneman Douglas was
not because of Stoneman Douglas,” ju-
nior Cameron Kasky said. “It was because
people like Nikolas Cruz were able to buy
these weapons.
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“We’re not going to let the 17 bullets we
just took take us down,” he added. “If any-
thing, we’re going to keep running and
lead the rest of the nation behind us.”
Some Douglas students said they might
not return to school until their demands are
addressed.

“Our community and nation have taken
too many bullets to the heart, and now is
the time for us to stand up,” said David
Hogg, a senior. “I will not feel safe going
back to school myself until reasonable
mental health care legislation and gun con-
trol legislation is passed.”

In addition to the D.C. protest, sever-
al Parkland students are also planning to
march in Florida’s capital, Tallahassee,
this week.

“One hundred of my classmates and | will
be traveling to Tallahassee this Tuesday
and Wednesday to speak with our State
Senators and House of Representative
members. We are so grateful to have this
opportunity to advocate for gun control,
mental health, school safety, & more,” Jac-
lyn Corin, Douglas’ junior class president,
said on Twitter.

Another nationwide walkout, planned
by Connecticut high school student Lane
Murdock, is set for April 20 — the 19th
anniversary of the Columbine, Colorado,
shootings, which killed 12 high school stu-
dents and a teacher.

Murdock said she was “unhappy” Witt?the
nation’s reaction to the Parkland shoot-
ings, so she started an online petition for a
national student movement.

Her petition, which had garnered more
than 45,000 signatures by Sunday night,
asks students to “walk out of school, wear
orange and protest online and in your com-
munities,” adding: “Nothing has changed
since Columbine, let us start a movement
that lets the government know the time for
change is now.”

Murdock lives just 20 minutes from Sandy
Hook Elementary School.

“Gun violence surrounds us. | remember
my first lockdown drill as a normal thing,”
she said. “I saw how Newtown affected so
many around me, and it hurt. It hurts that
a shooter can go into a school [and] kill
little kids, and adults just let it fade into the
background like white noise.”

Murdock wants to give teens, who she says
aren’t represented because they can’t vote,
a voice and a platform.

“We want this day tobe a V|sual and vocal
representation of the teen population’s de-
sire to speak,” she said. “At the end of the
day, we’re the ones who are being hurt in
our schools.” (Courtesy https://www.nbc-
news.com/news)

Related

‘NRA Is Not Okay’: Students
Taking ‘Never Again’ Movement
To Washington Students -

South - Florida - Never - Again
Students from around South Florida are
joining the “Never Again Movement”
started by Stoneman Douglas students.
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Galleria Oriental Medicine and Wellness Center

There have been various groups — one was
from South Broward High. Another group
was outside American Heritage.

Stent rotestng has already
begun nationwide.

Peace - End - Violence - Kids - Student
“] just want peace and | just want an end

to violence. | don’t want anymore innocent
kids dying,” said student Nia Jean.

That’s the same thing the Never Again
movement is fighting for. They burst onto
the scene Saturday at a huge rally in Fort
Lauderdale. Now, they’re all over social
media and growing by the minute. They
want stricter gun laws and politicians to
stop taking money from the National Rifle
Association (NRA).
Politician - Money -
Reelection - Children
M- Lives

money for your reelection
than save children’s lives, you have to ques-
tion what is the state of American politics
and why are we letting these disgusting
monsters in, why are we re-electing them,”
said David Hogg who is with the Never
Again movement.

“They say that tougher gun laws do not
decrease gun violence. We call BS,” said
Emma Gonzalez, also with the Never Again
movement.

Now, their rallies and message are hitting
the road. They’ve planned the ‘March For
Our Lives’ Rally in Washington next month
and they’re heading to Tallahassee to meet
with state lawmakers.

“Sending students up within one week of
this tragedy is a great symbolism demon-
strating that this movement is happening,
it’s happening quickly,” said Jaclyn Corin
with the Never Again movement.

Corin, along with 100 students will spread
out at the Capitol, pushing their message
— realizing that as painful as it is to grieve
their loss while fighting for change, they
have a captive worldwide audience.

“My generation has grown up with this.
They’re tired of it. They want to see the
end before we have our own kids. We don’t
want to send our kids to school worrying
about the same things we’ve worried about
all our lives,” said Corin. (Courtesy https:/
longroom.com/discussio)
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