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CES kicks off with no lead women 
speakers or code of conduct
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Inside C5

10 Houston mas-
ter-planned communities 
make top-seller list

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - The 
technology industry’s premier annual 
gathering kicks off next week with no 
women leading the keynote sessions 
and no code of conduct that might pre-
vent incidents of sexual harassment, 
despite efforts by organizers to cast the 
show as a more inclusive event.
CES, the showcase for the latest con-
sumer electronics from televisions to 
self-driving cars, is known for mostly 
male attendees and female models 
known as ‘booth babes’ showing off 
the new technology.
It has attracted criticism for not mak-
ing itself more welcoming for women 
or toning down its sexualized atmo-
sphere even as the issue of harassment 
and assault has grabbed headlines in 
the last six months and propelled the 
#MeToo movement into life.
“The fact that this large global gather-
ing of tech leaders is totally ignoring 
this issue makes them completely tone 
deaf and irresponsible,” said Lili-
ana Aide Monge, chief executive of 
California coding school Sabio, who is 
skipping CES for the second year in a 
row because of the lack of women and 
minority speakers.
The organizers of CES, which opens 
its doors to nearly 200,000 attendees in 
Las Vegas on Tuesday, drew criticism 
last month from executives at Twitter 
Inc (TWTR.N) and other tech com-
panies for a keynote list dominated 
by white men. CES made a concerted 
push to diversify its entire speaker 
lineup, but ultimately failed to find a 
high-ranking female executive for an 
individual keynote address.

U.S. official denies that funds for Pal-
estinian refugees frozen

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The 
United States has frozen $125 
million in funding for a U.N. agency 
that provides aid to Palestinian 
refugees, Axios news site reported 
on Friday, but a State Department 
official said no decision had been 
made on the payment.
Days after President Donald Trump 
threatened to withhold future aid 
payments to Palestinians, Axios said 
the funding was frozen until the U.S. 
government finishes its review of aid 
to the Palestinian Authority.
The sum, a third of the annual U.S. 
donation to the United Nations 

A crew hangs a Huawei advertising banner on the side of the Las Vegas Convention Center as workers prepare 
for the 2018 CES in Las Vegas

Relief and Works Agency, was 
supposed to be delivered by Jan. 1, 
Axios said, citing three unidentified 
Western diplomats.
The State Department official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said: “That (Axios) story is very 
misleading. Just because they were 
expecting the money on the first, and 
they did not get it at that time, does 
not mean it was suspended or can-
celed. Deliberations are ongoing, and 
we have until mid-January to make a 
final decision.”
Asked if any preliminary decision 
had been made, the official replied: 
“No. And reports to that effect are 

false.”
UNRWA spokesman Chris Gunness 
said the agency had not been “in-
formed directly of a formal decision 
either way by the U.S. administra-
tion.”
Trump said on Tuesday he would 
withhold money from the Palestin-
ians, accusing them of being “no 
longer willing to talk peace” with 
Israel.
”We pay HUNDRED OF MIL-
LIONS OF DOLLARS a year and 
get no appreciation or respect. They 
don’t even want to negotiate a long 
overdue peace treaty with Israel ... 
with the Palestinians no longer will-

“To keynote at CES, the speaker 
must head (president/CEO level) a 
large entity who has name recogni-
tion in the industry,” said Karen Ch-
upka, who oversees the event as se-
nior vice president at the Consumer 
Technology Association (CTA), in a 
blog post a month ago. “As upsetting 
as it is, there is a limited pool when it 
comes to women in these positions. 
We feel your pain. It bothers us, too. 
The tech industry and every industry 
must do better.”
On top of that, CES also will go 
forward without creating a code 
of conduct, a mechanism several 
conferences in technology and other 
industries have adopted in recent 
years to set rules for behavior for 
attendees, from guidelines on using 
inclusive language in presentations 
to requirements that attendees wear 
name tags at all events, even after 
hours, to deter misconduct.
”It’s sad that CES doesn’t have a 
code of conduct,” said Y-Vonne 
Hutchinson, founder of ReadySet, 
a diversity-focused consulting firm. 
“They have a lot of influence. If 
they’re choosing not to leverage that 
to promote diversity and inclusion at 
large, that communicates to the rest 
of the industry that maybe it isn’t as 
necessary as we keep saying that it 
is.”
Evidence of the effect on shows’ 
safety and tone is mostly anecdotal, 
but several conferences with these 
codes, including hacker convention 
DEF CON, CoreOS Fest and Cloud 
Foundry Summit, say they have 

removed attendees after reports of 
harassment.
The stakes are high for the technol-
ogy industry, rocked in the past year 
by a sexual harassment scandal at 
Uber Technologies Inc [UBER.UL] 
and misconduct by some prominent 
Silicon Valley investors.
The organizers of CES say they 
expect attendees to heed their own 
companies’ standards of business 

conduct and will kick out anyone 
who behaves poorly, but will not 
introduce a set of guidelines.
”We don’t necessarily have specific 
rules because we assume every-
one will be held accountable to the 
standards of being in an office,” said 
Chupka.“Unacceptable” behavior 
would be addressed by the executive 
team and legal counsel as necessary, 
the CTA said. “We have the right 
at any time to revoke a show badge 

and/or trespass an individual.” CES 
notes that it has received no reports 
of sexual harassment at the event 
in recent years.Women subjected to 
uncomfortable situations at or near 
past CES gatherings told Reuters that 
they did not report incidents because 
they were too used to it or did not 
recognize there was a way to do so.
To change that thinking, the show 
is debuting a security app that lets 
attendees report issues from crimes 
to broken elevators. 

ing to talk peace, why should we 
make any of these massive future 
payments to them?” Trump said on 
Twitter.
The United States is the largest 
donor to the agency, with a pledge of nearly $370 million as of 2016, 

according to UNRWA’s website.

Palestinians sit outside their houses 
in Khan Younis refugee camp in the 
southern Gaza Strip
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BUSINESS
Will North Korea Destroy The

Environment With Its Nuclear Bombs?
North Korea’s pursuit to successfully 
launch a long-range nuclear missile brings 
about a number of questions. Among the 
many curiosities, lies the question: how 
will the bombs affect the environment?
Although Kim Jong Un has yet to impact 
the United States’ physical environment, 
his nuclear tests have already caused ex-
tensive damage on his own soil. Testing at 
the country’s Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Fa-
cility have caused a majority of the trees—
about 80 percent—in the area to die, ac-
cording to defectors from the region. The 
defectors—who were interviewed by The 
Research Association of VIsion of North 
Korea—also noted that the underground 
wells no longer have water, according to 
a report published in Chosun Ilbo, a South 
Korean newspaper.
Another notable concern is the bomb’s 
potential to contaminate the area with ra-
dioactive material. Although North Kore-
an government radiation levels came back 
normal in September, there’s the still risk 
of future leaks, especially if more tests 
are conducted, Chinese scientists told the 
South China Morning Post.
The scientists warn that another nuclear 
test under Mount Mantap could cause it to 
collapse and have a radiation leak.

“We call it ‘taking the roof off’. If the 
mountain collapses and the hole is ex-
posed, it will let out many bad things,” 
Wang Naiyan, the former chairman of 
the China Nuclear Society and senior re-

searcher on China’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, told the South China Morning 
Post.
In addition to humans, radiation will im-
pact other forms of life.
“In areas where humans are killed or in-
jured by radiation, the same lethality for 
animals would be expected. If large herds 
of farm animals were affected, poor san-
itation could become a significant prob-
lem,” authors of the book Effects of Nu-
clear Earth-Penetrator and Other Weapons 
wrote.
The authors also point out that plants 
would get hit hard too, especially pine and 
spruce because they’re among the species 
that are the most sensitive to radiation.

“It is conceivable that forests could be 
killed, which in turn could result in forest 
fires. The demise of the pine forest near 
the Chernobyl plant was one notable ex-
ample of this effect,” the authors—who 

are part of the National Academies of Sci-
ences—wrote.
Nuclear blasts also have the ability to take 
a large hit on Earth’s ozone layer, accord-
ing to a 2006 study. Climate scientists who 
conducted the research found that the ex-
tent of damage capable of nuclear weap-
ons could impact the Earth for decades.
“Nuclear weapons are the greatest en-
vironmental danger to the planet from 
humans, not global warming or ozone 
depletion” Alan Robock, the co-author of 
the study published in the Journal of Geo-
physical Research, told The Guardian. 
(Courtesy http://www.newsweek.com/)

Related

North Korea’s Nuclear Tests 
Are Spreading ‘Ghost Disease’                                        
Causing Deformations, Defec-

tors Say
North Korea’s nuclear test are spreading 
a “ghost disease” that is deforming babies 

and sickening civilians exposed to radia-
tion, defectors said in a report published 
Sunday.
“So many people died we began calling it 
‘ghost disease,’” Lee Jeong Hwa, a defec-
tor who used to live by a nuclear testing 
site, told NBC News.

North Korea Missile Test
“We thought we were dying because we 
were poor and we ate badly. Now we 
know it was the radiation.”
Lee is one of 30 defectors from North Ko-

rea’s Kilju county who has been tested by 
South Korea’s Ministry of Unification for 
radiation contamination. Since fleeing the 
isolated empire in 2010, she said she has 
suffered chronic pain as a result of living 
near North Korea’s Punggye-ri nuclear 
testing site.
Another defector from Kilju, Rhee Yeong 
Sil, said a neighbor of hers gave birth to a 
deformed baby who didn’t have genitals. 
The North Korean government often kills 
deformed babies, so the parents killed the 
child themselves, Rhee said.
There is little scientific consensus backing 
up defectors’ claims of nuclear radiation 
contamination, especially since it is im-
possible for outsiders to study the testing 
sites of the hermetic communist country. 
NBC noted that Lee has tested negative 
for radiation, and that it’s unclear whether 
contamination in others was necessarily 
caused by nuclear testing.

North Korean Leader Kim Jong Un
But as Kim Jong Un has ramped up weap-
ons tests this year, there have been reports 
from South Korea about the nuclear tests 
destroying the local environment and giv-
ing babies birth defects. The tests alone ar-
en’t the only things causing catastrophes. 
A nuclear test in September set off a 6.3 
magnitude earthquake that reportedly led 
to nearby buildings collapsing, including 
a schoolwith more than 100 children in 
it, many of whom were feared dead. One 
month later, a collapse during construc-
tion at the Punggye-ri facility killed more 
than 200 people.
Kim this year has been stepping up the nu-
clear tests started by his father, Kim Jong 
Il, while trading threats with President 
Donald Trump about a possible military 
conflict. North Korea last week ran its first 
weapons test in two months, with a mis-
sile that defense experts said is the most 
powerful it has ever tested, and is capa-
ble of reaching anywhere in the mainland 
United States. (Courtesy https://www.ya-
hoo.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Activists march with an inflatable globe during a demonstration against nuclear weapons on November 18, 
2017 in Berlin, Germany. About 700 demonstrators protested against the current escalation of threat of nuclear 
attack between the United States of America and North Korea. The event was organized by peace advocacy 
organizations including the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), which won the Nobel 
Prize for Peace this year.

Nuclear symbols are seen during 
a demonstration against nuclear 
weapons on November 18, 2017 
in Berlin, Germany. About 700 
demonstrators protested against 
the current escalation of threat of 
nuclear attack between the United 
States of America and North Korea. 
The event was organized by peace 
advocacy organizations includ-
ing the International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), 
which won the Nobel Prize for 
Peace this year.



A vendor sells lottery tickets for the Powerball and Mega Millions draw at a 
news stand in Manhattan in New York City

A vehicle is seen on a solar panel expressway during its 
opening in Jinan

Flags with an image of Pope Francis are displayed at a commercial area ahead of the 
Papal visit, in Santiago

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un makes a closing remark at 5th Conference of Cell 
Chairpersons of the Workers’ Party of Korea
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A Snapshot Of The World

Dakar Rally - 2018 Peru-Bolivia-Argentina Dakar rally - 40th 
Dakar Edition - January 5, 2018 - An official inspect a Mini 
X-Raid team of driver Nani Roma during a technical check at 
Las Palmas air base in Lima. REUTERS/Andres Stapff

FWC’s Sea Turtle Stranding Coordinator, Michael Collins, holds a cold-stunned sea turtle at Cape 
San Blas, Florida, U.S., January 5, 2018 in this still image obtained from social media. Facebook/
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission via REUTERS

A defaced and a mock Ciudadanos election sticker are seen on 
a bench graffitied with yellow ribbons, symbolizing the demand 
for the release of jailed Catalonian politicians, in Barcelona

Palestinian demonstrators set fire to a representation of a U.S. flag during clashes with 
Israeli troops at a protest in the West Bank city of Hebron

Copies of the book “Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House” by author Michael Wolff are seen at the Book 
Culture book store in New York
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COMMUNITY
Fewer Foreign Students Are             

Coming to U.S., Survey Shows
The first new college class since the election 
of Donald J. Trump has arrived on campus, 
and new numbers confirm what the higher 
education industry had feared: Fewer foreign 
students are coming to the United States.
The number of newly arriving international 
students declined an average 7 percent in fall 
2017, with 45 percent of campuses reporting 
drops in new international enrollment, ac-
cording to a survey of nearly 500 campuses 
across the country by the Institute of Interna-
tional Education.
Experts cited an uncertain social and politi-
cal climate in the United States as part of the 
reason for the decline in enrollment.
“It’s a mix of factors,” said Rajika Bhan-
dari, head of research for the institute, which 
collects data on international students in co-
operation with the State Department. “Con-
cerns around the travel ban had a lot to do 
with concerns around personal safety based 
on a few incidents involving international 
students, and a generalized concern about 
whether they’re safe.” 

Both Northwestern Polytechnic 
and Silicon Valley University 
are accredited, a distinction that 
allows colleges with many foreign 
students to avoid the most strin-
gent oversight. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s student 
visa program depends on the ac-
creditation system: it requires less 
documentation from accredited 
schools that want authorization to 
admit foreign students than it asks 
of unaccredited schools.
Another reason for the decline is increasing 
competition from countries like Canada, 
Britain and Australia, said Allan E. Good-
man, president of the institute.
The figures released Monday also included 
final numbers for 2016-2017, which show 
robust international enrollment, with a re-
cord 1.08 million international students in 
the United States, an increase of 85 percent 
from a decade earlier.
Much of the record was driven by 175,000 
students who have remained in the United 
States after completing their degrees, in in-
ternship-type programs known as “optional 

practical training.”
The 2016-2017 figures, though, revealed 
that first-time international students dropped 
3 percent, indicating that the decline had be-
gun before President Trump took office.

The drop in new students signals potential 
financial difficulties for some small univer-
sities that have come to rely on money from 
foreign students, who provide an infusion of 
$39 billion into the United States economy 
each year.
Particularly hard hit are campuses in the 
Midwest, according to the institute.
At the University of Iowa, overall interna-
tional enrollment this fall was 3,564, down 
from 4,100 in 2015.
Downing Thomas, the university’s dean of 
international programs, said that some other 
schools in the Big Ten are also experiencing 
declines, and none are seeing the rapid in-
creases of the recent past.
While Iowa primarily lost Chinese students, 
the University of Central Missouri experi-

enced a sharp decline this year in students 
from India, said Mike Godard, vice pro-
vost for enrollment management. (Courtesy 
https://www.nytimes.com/)

Related

Illinois Man Could Face Death 
Penalty In Missing Chinese 

Student Case

Friends and family members of 
YingYing Zhang held a march after 
she disappeared in June.
(CNN) The man charged with kidnapping a 
Chinese student at the University of Illinois 
may face the death penalty after new charges 
were filed, accusing him of killing her.
Brendt Christensen, 28, has been charged 
with kidnapping resulting in the death of 
Yingying Zhang, 26, according to an updat-
ed indictment released Tuesday by a federal 
grand jury in Illinois. Christensen was ini-
tially charged with kidnapping Zhang, but 

the updated indictment claims he kidnapped 
and “intentionally killed” her.
The complaint alleges Christensen killed 
Zhang during “the commission of a kidnap-
ping,” and that the offense he committed 
which caused her to die was committed in 
an “especially heinous, cruel, or depraved 
manner, in that it involved torture or serious 
physical abuse,” according to court docu-
ments. 

Brendt Christensen
If convicted of this charge, Christensen 
could face either life in prison or the death 
penalty, according to a statement from the 
office of the US attorney for the central dis-
trict of Illinois.
Christensen’s attorney did not immediately 
return CNN’s calls for comment.
Christensen was initially charged with 
Zhang’s kidnapping, but not her death. He 
pleaded not guilty to the initial kidnapping 
charge on July 20. The updated indictment 
also charges Christensen with two counts 
of making false statements to the FBI when 

questioned about Zhang, according to court 
document.
Zhang disappeared June 9 while on her way 
to sign an apartment lease. Law enforcement 
officials believe she is dead, according to a 
criminal complaint filed before Christensen 
was arrested on June 30. She was last seen 
getting into Christensen’s car at a bus stop, 
according to court documents, citing video 
evidence.
Police still have not located Zhang’s body, 
according to Sharon Paul, spokeswoman for 
the US attorney for the central district of Il-
linois.                        

Yingying Zhang, 26, a Chinese visiting 
scholar at the University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign, disappeared on June 9.
The charges state that Christensen lied to 
the FBI about what he was doing the day 
Zhang disappeared, and that he lied about 
dropping her off after picking her up from 
campus, when “he knew full well that he did 
not drop” her off, but rather, “took her back 
to his apartment.”
The complaint also states that Christensen 
used a Motorola cell phone and a Saturn As-
tra car in order to commit his crimes.
Investigators searched Christensen’s phone 
and discovered an April 19 visit to the web-
site FetLife -- where the user visited a forum 
called “Abduction 101,” with threads called 
“Perfect abduction fantasy” and “planning a 
kidnapping,” authorities have said.

Kidnapping suspect seen at vic-
tim’s vigil.
Investigators sought search warrants and 
started their surveillance of Christensen on 
June 16, days after Zhang disappeared.
Christensen will be arraigned under the 
charges from the updated indictment on 
October 11, according to Paul. A prelimi-
nary trial date has been set for February 27, 
according to the statement from the US at-
torney’s office. (Courtesy http://www.cnn.
com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The University of Iowa campus in Iowa City in 2014. Experts said that an uncertain social and political climate 
in the United States was part of the reason for a decline in enrollment.
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Local Business
10 Houston master-planned communities make top-seller list

By Katherine Feser

Ten Houston-area communities earned a 
place among the nation's 50 best-selling 
master-planned communities in 2017 
even as Hurricane Harvey suppressed 
home sales for four weeks of the year, a 
new report showed.
The 5,000-home Riverstone in Sugar 
Land and Missouri City remained the 
region's top-seller and was the only 
area development to crack the top 25 of 
the John Burns Real Estate Consulting 
survey.
The Irvine, Calif.-based research and 
consulting firm focused on the housing 
industry has been compiling the list for 
eight years. It surveyed 370 communities 
to determine the rankings.
Developments outside of Texas earned 
the highest rankings as the national 
economy and housing markets continued 
to improve. Three in the Houston area - 
Aliana, Cross Creek Ranch and Canyon 
Lakes West - moved out of the top 25 
this year. In Texas, only Paloma Creek in 
Dallas came in higher than Riverstone at 
No. 22 with 457 sales.
"We didn't fall off," David Jarvis, a John 
Burns Real Estate Consulting senior vice 
president, said of Texas. "The rest of the 
country did better."
Irvine Ranch in Orange County, Calif., 
kept the No. 1 spot with 1,814 sales, 
while The Villages in Florida maintained 
its position as the second most active 
community with 1,500 sales. Lakewood 
Ranch in Sarasota, Fla., Summerlin in 
Las Vegas and West Villages in Sarasota, 
Fla., rounded out the Top 5.
Storms hurt home sales in Texas, as well 
as Florida, with the Houston region 
essentially shutting down for two weeks 
before sales resumed their pre-storm 

pace in October, Jarvis said.
"We really dropped 30 days worth of 
new homes sales," he said.
A similar list released Friday by RCL-
CO, another housing information firm, 
included the same 10 local communi-
ties.
Riverstone, one of five Johnson Devel-
opment Corp. communities on the John 
Burns list, moved down five slots to 
No. 25 with 435 sales, down 1 percent 
from 441 sales in 2016. The communi-
ty was hardest hit by Harvey of three 
Johnson Development communities in 
the storm's path with several hundred 
homes affected, the developer said.
Harvest Green, a farm-focused com-
munity by Johnson Development along 
the Grand Parkway and West Airport 
in Richmond, made its debut on the list 
after sales shot up 25 percent in 2017. 
The community tied at No. 47 with 315 
sales, up 25 from 252 in 2016. Canyon 

Lakes West, a Land Tejas development in 
Cypress, also reported 315 sales.
On the other side of the Grand Parkway from 
Harvest Green, Aliana racked up 428 sales 
in 2017. That moved the Fort Bend County 
community down six positions to No. 27 
from its ranking last year even though sales 
were flat compared with 2016.
Aliana continues to be a popular choice as 
the community matures and adds schools 
and retail stores, Jarvis said. A prototype 
Target store, the first in the nation, anchors a 
new shopping center nearby.
J. Patrick Homes chose the community 
to launch its contemporary, urban style 
NuvoVista series in 2017. The plans offer 
options for a spice kitchen or a second master 
suite to appeal to the needs and preferences 
of Houston's increasingly diverse pool of 
home buyers, the builder said.
Bridgeland, a Howard Hughes Corp. devel-
opment in Cypress, ranked No. 29 with 423 
sales in 2017. The 30 percent increase from 

325 sales in 2016 moved it up from 
No. 37.
The Woodlands, a Howard Hughes 
community that is nearing comple-
tion, rejoined the list as No. 42 as sales 
jumped to 340, up 37 percent from 248 
in 2016. It was last on the list in 2014 
with 468 sales.
Sales in Cross Creek Ranch, a Johnson 
Development community in Fulshear 
rose by 5 percent to 397 in 2017, plac-
ing it No. 32.
Sales in Sienna Plantation rose 4 
percent to 372 in 2017. The Fort Bend 
County community slipped to No. 36 
from No. 30 with 359 sales in 2016. 
Fewer than 100 of Sienna Plantation's 
7,700 homes were damaged by Harvey, 
Johnson Development said.
Woodforest in southern Montgomery 
County earned the No. 43 spot with 
337 sales, down from 365 in 2016. 
Fewer than 20 homes in Woodforest 
were affected by Harvey, Johnson De-
velopment said.
Wildwood at Northpointe in Tomball, 
a Friendswood Development commu-
nity, was No. 44 with 334 sales, down 
from 351 in 2016.
Towne Lake, a community in the 
Cypress area with 313 sales in 2016, 
dropped off the top 50 this year.
Home buyers in Sienna Plantation 
and Riverstone contributed to a strong 
finish for Johnson Development, said 
Doug Goff, president of Johnson De-
velopment. In the final week of 2017, 
a total of 85 houses sold across the 
developer's 14 area communities, with 
29 of those in Sienna Plantation and 
Riverstone.
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