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Foreign money driving top of hous-
ing market in Vancouver, Toronto
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A 17-year-old YouTube 
star insulted a notorious 
drug lord.

FILE PHOTO: A contractor’s sign stands outside a mansion currently under con-

VANCOUVER/OTTAWA (Reu-
ters) - Foreign buyers in Canada’s 
two largest housing markets 
are focused on larger and more 
expensive homes, new data from 
Statistics Canada shows, confirm-
ing industry lore that their money 
drives up top-end real estate pric-
es in Vancouver and Toronto.
While non-residents, defined 
as people living outside Cana-
da, own less than 5 percent of 
residential properties in the two 
cities, those homes are worth sig-
nificantly more than those held by 
residents, according to a Reuters 
analysis of Statscan data released 
this week.
Public debate over the role of 
foreign investment in Canada 
has reached a fever pitch, with 
locals saying price increases of 
60 percent in Vancouver and 40 
percent in Toronto over the past 
three years are keeping them out 
of the market.
In Toronto, the average value of 
a detached home built in 2016-
2017 and owned by a non-res-
ident is C$1.7 million ($1.3 
million), a whopping 48.7 percent 
higher than C$1.1 million for res-
idents. Those values for Vancou-

ver average a lofty C$2.5 million 
for non-residents and C$1.8 million 
for residents for a difference of 
40.6 percent.
Among all detached homes, not 
just new ones, those owned by 
non-residents were larger than 
residents’ houses by 13.1 percent 
in Vancouver and 2.2 percent in 
Toronto.
The new data reinforces anecdotal 
evidence that foreign buyers tend 
to focus on the most affluent neigh-
borhoods, said Jane Londerville, a 
real estate professor at the Univer-
sity of Guelph in Southern Ontario.
“If the goal is to get a couple mil-
lion dollars out of their country and 
put it in a very safe, calm economy, 
you might as well buy a C$2 mil-
lion house,” she said. “So they’re 
buying in Forest Hill in Toronto 
and Kerrisdale in Vancouver.”
The Statscan data does not look at 
sales, or flow, but rather is a static 
snapshot of ownership of housing 
stock at the time of collection.
Foreign capital also targets new 
condos, with new Vancouver units 
owned by non-residents valued 
at 19.7 percent more than those 
owned by residents. In Toronto, the 
difference is 11.2 percent.

“There’s been a huge spike in 
foreign ownership in newer 
buildings,” said Diana Petrama-
la, senior researcher at Ryerson 
University’s urban policy center 
in Toronto.
Toronto realtor David Fleming 
said high prices and tight supply 
increasingly meant only foreign 

U.S. rig count rises by one

           Business

investors could afford to buy into 
the new projects, whose pre-con-
struction prices are “out of this 
world.”
“What it has really become is 
essentially a safety deposit box for 
those with foreign money,” Flem-

The U.S. rig count crept up by 
one this week as oil prices head-
ed toward $60 a barrel.
Houston oilfield services 
company Baker Hughes, a GE 
company, reported Friday that 
oil rigs stayed steady at 747, 
and gas rose one to 184. The 
total has slipped to 931, 27 off 
its recent peak of 958, at the end 
of July.

Still, the count has risen 278 
over this time last year, with oil 
rigs up 224, gas 55.
The U.S. offshore count is un-
changed from last week at 19, 
down six year-over-year.
Texas and Wyoming lost two 
rigs each, Oklahoma one, Bak-
er Hughes said. New Mexico 
added four, North Dakota one.

ing said. “Those buyers can park the mon-
ey, whether they intend to flip it before it is 
finished or take possession and rent it.”
A 15 percent foreign buyers tax was im-
posed in Vancouver in 2016 and Toronto 
in 2017 amid a backlash against foreign 
buyers, particularly from China. This has 
cooled both markets at least temporarily.

Stop meddling in foreign elections, 
UK’s Johnson tells Russian hosts

MOSCOW (Reuters) - British for-
eign minister Boris Johnson told his 
Russian counterpart on Friday there 
was “abundant evidence” of Mos-
cow meddling in foreign elections, 
but said any Russian efforts to inter-
fere in last year’s Brexit referendum 
had fallen flat.
On the first visit to Russia by a 
British foreign minister in five years, 
Johnson said he wanted to normalize 
UK-Russia relations, which were go-
ing through “a very difficult patch”.
But that didn’t mean pretending that 
Britain did not have serious concerns 
about Russia’s behavior, he said.“ 
... We can’t pretend that they (the 
problems) do not exist, and that we 
share a common perspective on the 
events in Ukraine, or in the Western 
Balkans or ... on Russian activities in 
cyberspace,” said Johnson.
He also said Britain had a duty to 
speak up for the LGBT commu-
nity in Chechnya. Two men from 

Chechnya told Reuters in June they 
had been tortured because they were 
gay. Chechen authorities deny the 
allegations.
Johnson’s visit comes at a time 
when relations between London and 
Moscow are strained by differences 
over Ukraine and Syria as well as 
by allegations, which Russia flatly 
denies, that Moscow has meddled 
in the politics of various European 
countries by backing cyber attacks 
and disinformation campaigns.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov challenged that narrative, 
however, saying Johnson himself had 
recently said he had no proof that 
Moscow had meddled in last year’s 
British referendum on leaving the 
European Union.
“Not successfully, not successfully, 
I think is the word,” Johnson -- a 
leading advocate of Brexit -- shot 
back, to which Lavrov replied: “He’s 
scared that if he doesn’t disagree 

with me, his reputation will be ru-
ined at home.”
Johnson, who said there was abun-
dant evidence of Russian election 
meddling in Germany, the United 
States and other countries, said it 
was Lavrov’s reputation he was 
worried about.
“I think it is very important ... to 
recognize that Russian attempts to 
interfere in our elections or in our 
referendum, whatever they may have 
been, they’ve not been successful,” 
said Johnson. Lavrov said he blamed 
Britain for the poor state of relations, 
complaining about “insulting and 
aggressive statements” from London. 
He also complained about Britain 
airing its differences with Moscow 
publicly rather than in private.
But although the two men spent 
much of their joint news conference 
exchanging barbs, both sounded 
upbeat when it came to trying to 
cooperate in narrow areas.
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‘An Opportunity For Us To Get Back To The Bargaining Table’
North Korea Must Halt All Testing For                     
Talks To Begin, U.S. Ambassador Says

The U.S. would be ready to talk with 
North Korea if it renounced further nucle-
ar or missile tests and followed through 
on the pledge, U.S. Ambassador to China 
Terry Branstad said.
“If they announce that they’re not going 
to be doing any more nuclear tests and 
they’re not going to be launching any 
more missiles,” Branstad told Bloomberg 
Television on Wednesday, when asked 
what it would take for talks to start. “If 
they announce that and do that, I think 
there’s an opportunity for us to get back to 
the bargaining table.”
Branstad, speaking on the sidelines of the 
Fortune Global Forum in Guangzhou, also 
said that sanctions against North Korea 
were “starting to have an impact.” Calling 
Kim Jong Un’s push for nuclear weapons 
“the biggest threat to humankind right 
now,” the former Iowa governor repeated 
the Trump administration’s call for China 
to cut off oil sales to Kim Jong Un’s re-
gime.
“We believe we need to go further,” Bran-
stad said. “We think oil and also these 
North Korean workers working in China 
and other countries, that needs to stop.”
‘Starting Gun’
President Donald Trump has sought to 
pressure China to rein in its ally and 
neighbor, which last week tested a new 
type of intercontinental ballistic missile. 
Kim said the test showed that North Ko-
rea’s nuclear program was complete be-
cause it could deliver an atomic warhead 
anywhere in the U.S.
While Kim hasn’t yet proven he has the 
technology to put a warhead on an ICBM 
and deliver it safely to a target, the test 
has put new pressure on the U.S. and its 
allies to find a solution. By declaring his 
weapons program complete, Kim may 
have created a path to resume negotiations 
from a position of strength.

“I interpret this as a starting gun, signaling 
that he’s opening up the negotiating pas 
de deux, the dance,” Daniel Russel, who 
until June was assistant U.S. secretary of 
state for East Asian and Pacific affairs, 
told reporters in Beijing after the test. 
“The likeliest scenario is that we’ll start 
seeing some initiatives from one quarter 
or another and there will be some testing 
of the ground for negotiations.”

The United 
Nations’ top 
official for po-
litical affairs 
is in Pyong-
yang this week 
to discuss the 
nuclear issue, 
and countries 
from Canada 
to Germany are 
seeking to help 
facilitate talks. 
Branstad told 

the economic forum later Wednesday that 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
who was attending the same event, would 
meet with U.S. Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson to discuss North Korea on Dec. 19.
A spokesman for Trudeau declined to 
comment on the possible meeting.

Military Drills
Meanwhile, the saber-rattling has contin-
ued on both sides, with the U.S. sending 
a B-1B bomber to join massive aerial 
drills with South Korea on Wednesday. 
North Korea had previously threatened 

to retaliate against the exercise with the 
“highest-level hard-line countermeasure 
in history.”
The U.S. must work with China and others 
to convince North Korea “what they are 
doing is a suicide mission that makes no 
sense,” Branstad told the forum. He de-
clined to rule out a Trump visit to North 
Korea at some point, but said the timing 
“is probably not right.”
Branstad, 71, has ties with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping that go back decades. 
The two men met in 1985, when Xi vis-
ited Iowa as part of a delegation from 
the northern Chinese province of Hebei. 
Chinese officials refer to the envoy as an 
“old friend of the Chinese people,” a des-
ignation reserved for foreigners who’ve 
demonstrated a particular understanding 
of the country.

Facebook, WeChat
But the ambassador told Bloomberg that 
the “very good” chemistry demonstrated 
in meetings between Trump and Xi was 
more important. “Building a relationship 
of trust and respect hopefully can go a 
long ways to these two big countries, 
the two biggest economies in the world, 
working together,” he said.
Still, the U.S. has sharpened its tone to-
ward China since Trump’s state visit last 
month to Beijing, which ended with no 
big breakthroughs on trade. The Trump 
administration has in recent weeks hit 
China with a probe into the country’s 
aluminum imports, and accused its lead-
ership of backsliding on market-oriented 
reforms.
Branstad said he agreed with such criti-
cism. He cited as an example how China 
blocks access to Facebook while the U.S. 
allows Americans to use Tencent Holdings 
Ltd.’s WeChat messaging service.
“There are areas where we think China has 
not been fair, their market is not open,” 
Branstad said.(Courtesy bloomberg.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

U.S. Ambassador to China Terry Branstad

 U.S. – South Korea Military Drills



A man dressed as Santa Claus gestures as he poses with children during a 
visit at the zoo of Abidjan

A girl cries as her mother combs her hair outside their home 
on the outskirts of Srinagar
INDIA-DAILYLIFE/

A winter swimmer dives into the icy water of Songhua river in Songyuan
CHINA-ODDLY/

Pope Francis greets the Roman Curia on the occasion of Christmas in the Clementine 
Hall at the Vatican
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A Snapshot Of The World

German Chancellor Merkel attends the inauguration of memori-
al at the site of last year’s truck attack in a Christmas market at 
Breitscheidplatz square in Berlin

Female window cleaner dressed as Santa Claus prepares to clean a glass window at an event to 
celebrate the upcoming Christmas at DECKS Tokyo Beach in Tokyo

An elephant dressed in a Santa Claus costume distributes a doll 
to students during Christmas celebrations at Jirasart school in 
Ayutthaya

Pupils from Arena Academy wave flags after the winning bid for the 2022 Commonwealth Games 
was announced in Birmingham

Israeli-Arab Issa Kassissieh rides a camel wearing a Santa Claus costume during the annual Christmas tree distribu-
tion by the Jerusalem municipality in Jerusalem’s Old City
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The Artist Attended Rice University In Houston

And Studied Music Overseas In Europe
Dazzling, Modern-Day Virtuoso Lola Astanova: 
The Pianist Who is Redefining Classical Music

Lola Astanova is a young pianist who has 
forged an exhilarating musical career and 
upended the classical music scene with 
her unique artistic approach and fashion.
A modern-day virtuoso, Lola Astanova 
was born in Uzbekistan but has been re-
siding in the U.S. since 2000. Astanova 
has already enjoyed a breathtaking career 
and has become famous not only for her 
virtuoso performances with major orches-
tras around the world, but also for her 
unique sense of style, which is feminine, 
sexy and vivacious.
According to Astanova, when she picks 
out her performance outfits she thinks 
about the repertoire as well as the venue 
and the audience.

“I want my outfits to look vivid and organ-
ic because it is a part of my presentation.  
For the people in the audience the concert 
is a special event, the event they have 
been waiting for and paid good money to 
attend, so the last thing they want to see is 
some messy figure that just rolled out of 
bed, and came to the stage to mechanically 
run through a bunch of notes,” Astanova 
told Sputnik Mundo.
Her passion for performing, evocative of 
the Romantic age virtuosi, is her greatest 
love and through her videos many have 
discovered the music of Chopin, Liszt and 
Rachmaninoff for the first time. Astano-
va’s own original virtuoso transcriptions 
have also become YouTube and Instagram 
sensations.

“Reading about Liszt and Chopin one 
quickly realizes that those were the rock 
stars of their day: free, passionate and real 
dandies. So, it is odd that their music has 

come to mean something restrictive, sad 
and reeking of naphthalene,” Astanova 
said.

She further said that she deals with a liv-
ing art form, the one that has a pulse, a 
breath, instincts, feelings, and thoughts. “I 
don’t have a specific goal ‘to break the ste-
reotypes’, I simply do what I love as I feel 
it, and I am very glad that it touches and 
inspires many people,” the pianist said.
Talking about her work ethic, the artist 
said that she believes her most valuable 
quality is her ability to focus, to block out 

the noise and distractions, and to finish 
everything that she starts.  “I think it’s the 
foundation of success in anything,” she 
said. 
Her musical journey started at an early 
age when her mother, who was a piano 
teacher, gave her first lesson at the age of 
six. Lola instantly showed a talent for the 
piano and soon after she joined the studio 
of a renowned piano professor Tamara 
Popovich.
Looking back at her early days of playing 
the piano she said, “I was so little that I 
couldn’t yet reach the pedals, and they had 
to put two large telephone books under 
my feet.  Tamara Popovich was the person 
who developed my basic skills and forever 
instilled professionalism in me.”
She also studied with two musical genius-
es Mark Rusak who was her first harmo-
ny professor, and Lev Naumov who was 
known simply as “the godfather of the 
Russian piano school.”  She moved to the 
United States in the early 2000s, and the 
main motivation behind that decision was 

her career.

Astanova’s big break came in 2007 when 
she starred in a $1.6 million Neiman Mar-
cus Classical Superstars Fantasy Concert, 
which also featured the Kirov Orchestra 
and was hosted by ABC’s Regis Philbin.
In 2012 the pianist made her Carnegie 
Hall debut which was hailed as a trium-
phant performance. With her unique style 
she has attracted a wider and younger au-
dience to classical music.
Today, Astanova has a broad audience and 

apart from a large fan base in the US, Can-
ada, Europe and Russia, her posts draw 
huge numbers of viewers, in places such 
as Turkey and Iran, and in Asian countries 
– in China, Korea, and Singapore and also 
in Latin America in Mexico, Brazil, and 
Argentina.

“I am always fascinated to see those stats 
because the variety of cultures, languages, 
beliefs, social and political backgrounds 
among my viewers never seizes to amaze. 
For me, it is yet another confirmation that 
music is a universal language that con-
nects us all,” Astanova told Sputnik.
Her latest performance for a documenta-
ry film that featured her interpretation of 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” received 
an Emmy Award.
Talking about her future plans, Astanova 
said that the upcoming year promises to 
be very interesting. A documentary called 
“The Journey to the Theater of Silence”, 
about her unique concert with Andrea Bo-
celli will be released.

Secondly, Stjepan Hauser of the 2CEL-
LOS and Astanova are preparing some 
duet recordings and a concert program 
that will, probably, “challenge a few more 
stereotypes about classical musicians.”
“Finally, my own original compositions 
that up until now have been kept as ‘clas-
sified’ will be released, and, hopefully, 
they delight my loyal fans, and win over 
many new hearts,” Astanova said. (Cour-
tesy https://sputniknews.com/society) 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A modern-day virtuoso, Lola Astanova was born in Uzbekistan, but has been residing in the U.S. since 2000. 
She attended Rice University in Houston as well as studied music overseas in Europe.
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Juan Luis Lagunas Rosales was born in the 
Mexican state of Sinaloa, a mecca for cartels 
and the land of notorious drug lord Joaquín 
“El Chapo” Guzmán. Lagunas grew up never 
knowing his father. His mother left him with 
his grandmother as a child.
Lagunas left his hometown at the age of 15 
without finishing high school, moving to the 
nearby municipality of Culiacán and wash-
ing cars to make a living, he said in an inter-
view in July. It was in this adopted town that 
he took on the nickname that would later 
become known across cyberspace: “El Pirata 
de Culiacán,” or “The Pirate of Culiacán.”
He started landing invitations to more and 
more parties, and soon fell into a life of 
excessive drinking. He would post videos 
on social media showing him chugging beer 
and bottles of whiskey, sometimes getting so 
drunk he would pass out. The videos started 
going viral. In the years that followed, the 
bingeing teenager became a perverse You-
Tube sensation. At the age of 17, he racked 
up more than a million followers on Face-
book and more than 300,000 on Instagram. 
His social media fame started earning him 
spots in music videos and at promotional 
events.
Weaponized drones are often deployed by 
modern militaries, but now appear to have 
been adopted by Mexican gangs. In the 
battle for territory in Guanajuato, Mexico, 
police seized a kamikaze drone packed with 
explosives, as well as a remote detonator and 
a gun. Four suspected gang members be-
lieved to be linked to a Mexican drug cartel 
were arrested. The explosives, which were 
strapped to the drone, can only be sourced 
from the military. Questions remain as to 
how the suspected gang members got access 
to those explosives.
His baby face, matched with his belligerent, 

A 17-year-old YouTube star insulted a notorious drug 
lord. He was found with at least 15 bullet wounds.

clownish behavior, entertained the masses. Yet 
it was easy to forget that he was still a boy. He 
drew a beard on his chin to look older. He tat-
tooed his arms - a pirate on one, a tiger on the 
other. He posted pictures on Instagram with 
large guns, half-naked women and luxury cars.
The drinking age in Mexico is 18, but “El Pirata 
de Culiacán” drank as if he had no limits. 
Like many teenage boys, he lived as if he was 
invincible, saying whatever he wanted about 
whomever he wanted. It was all a big game, a 
big party.
But in Sinaloa, one of Mexico’s most violent 
states, no one is invincible - especially when 
you mess with the wrong people.
In one recent video posted online, a seemingly 
intoxicated Lagunas was recorded taking a stab 
at Nemesio Ocegera Cervantes, also known as 
“El Mencho.” Cervantes happens to be one of 
Mexico’s most dangerous drug lords, according 
to U.S. government officials, the leader of the 
New Generation Cartel of Jalisco.
“El Mencho a mí me pela la verga” he said, 
which means, more or less, “El Mencho, peel 
my c---,” according to El Pais.
And on Monday night, while he and his friends 
partied at a bar in Jalisco, a group of armed 
individuals burst in and fired at Lagunas, the 
Attorney General of Jalisco, Raúl Sánchez 
Jiménez, told Mexican media outlets. The 
teenager died, sustaining between 15 and 18 
bullet wounds. Authorities managed to identify 
Lagunas by his tattoos.
Prosecutors have not determined the identities 
or motives of those responsible. But they con-
firmed to news outlets that they are investi-
gating a possible link to the recent videotaped 
insult toward El Mencho.
El Mencho is one of the last people anyone 
would want to offend.
His cartel, the New Generation, is relative-
ly new, coalescing less than a decade ago. It 

stemmed from the remnants of another group, 
the Milenio cartel, and makes money by selling 
guns, stealing gasoline, extortion and kid-
napping, The Washington Post’s Josh Partlow 
wrote in 2015. It is one of the fastest rising 
drug cartels in Mexico, operating in several 
Mexican states and forging underworld ties 
around the globe.
The group has been linked to thousands of 
murders, according to a Rolling Stone profile. 
Many of them have been traced specifically to 
their leader, “El Mencho,” who is reportedly a 
former police officer.
Lagunas’ death comes during a year that is on 
track to become the bloodiest on record in 
Mexico. In the first 10 months of 2017, 20,878 
murders were counted nationwide, an average 
of 69 murders a day, Reuters reported.
It’s a dangerous time and place for anyone, but 
especially for a teenage boy living recklessly in 
search of fame.
“He opted to make a career as a broken toy 
of cyberspace, a path he carved out drink by 
drink and that left him with enemies of flesh 
and blood,” Univision reporter Fernando Mex-
ía wrote in an article titled “The poisoned fame 

of ‘El Pirata.’”
The YouTube star managed to “transcend 
borders,” even landing in Rolling Stone - not 
for his fame, but for his death. His killing 
“gave him the popularity he never imag-
ined,” Mexía wrote.
As the teenager’s celebrity rose, activists crit-
icized the musicians, bands and promoters 
who featured him drinking in music videos. 
The attention only encouraged his danger-
ous behavior and promoted the alcoholism 
of a minor, critics told Univision.
“There are a lot of people who criticize him, 
but the truth is . . . that’s why ‘El Pirata’ got 
started,” said one artist, Luis Adame, of Últi-
mo Escuadrón. “Everyone in their own way 
tries to find a way to get ahead.”
In recent interviews, Lagunas seemed to 
come to terms with his vices. He hoped to 
pursue a singing career, and reportedly had 
signed a contract with a record label.
Speaking to Pepe Garza, a radio host and 
producer, in July, Lagunas said he knew he 
needed to rein in the drinking.
“You drink a lot all at once, and the body 
isn’t meant for that,” Garza said to him.
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