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Thz AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In Washingtan, the Program is underwritten by
Trumbull nsurance Company. AARP does nat employ or e1dorse agents or brokers. AARP and its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endarsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for
the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligiaility in most states. Applicants are individually undervritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credis, and discounts may vary and may not he available in
all states in accerdance with state filings and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a palicy directly from The Hartford. Your price, however, cold vary, and you will not have the advice, counssl or services of your independent agent.

1 In Texas, the Program is underwritten by Southem County Mudual Insurance Gompany, through Hartford of Texas General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Gompany and its affiliates are not financially responsible

for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern Caunty Mutual Insurance Company.
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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”
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John T. Robbins, Editor

Chinese Foreign Minister Scolds Kim Jong-un’s Regime For Its Nuclear Ambitions

Also Blames Washington For Reqgional Tensions

China Warns Trump: “You're Facing A
'Head-On Collision’ With North Korea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

march

soldiers
massive military parade in Pyongyang. (Photo/
ChinaFotoPress/ChinaFotoPress via Getty Images)

North  Korean during a

The United States and North Korea are racing towards
a catastrophic “head-on collision”, China’s foreign
minister has warned, amid Chinese fury at America’s
deployment of a controversial anti-missile system.
Speaking in Beijing on Wednesday, Wang Yi said
a “looming crisis” was brewing on the Korean
peninsular.

Wang scolded Pyongyang for ignoring international
opposition to its nuclear and missile programs but
also accused the US of stoking regional tensions by
holding “military exercises of enormous scale” with
South Korea.

“The two sides are like two accelerating trains coming
towards each other with neither side willing to give
way. The question is: are the two sides really ready for
a head-on collision?” Wang told reporters, painting
China as a signalman attempting avert the disaster.
Wang was speaking after the US angered Beijing by
announcing it had begun delivering its controversial
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (Thaad) system
to South Korea on Monday night.

China’s foreign minister Wang Yi speaking Wednesday in
Beijing. Wang stated that a “looming crisis” was brewing
on the Korean peninsular.

The deployment came one day after North Korea
launched four ballistic missiles into the Sea of Japan
in what its state media called a bid to “mercilessly
retaliate against the warmongers” in Washington and
Seoul. US president Donald Trump, who has accused
China of not doing enough to rein in North Korea,
responded by warning that Pyongyang’s threat had
entered a “new phase”.

Speaking at a state department briefing on Tuesday,
after the first components of Thaad arrived at South
Korea’s Osan air base, spokesperson Mark Toner said
the system was a reaction to Pyongyang’s “provocative
behaviour.”

“We’ve been very clear in our conversations with
China that this is not meant to be a threat and is not a
threat to them or any other power in the region.”
China, however, views the project as part of a broader

US attempt to stifle its rise.

“They see it as part of a regional security architecture
- led by the US - where the US uses its military bases
and its relationships with allies, but also partners,
to keep tightening the screws to build some kind of
containment architecture as China rises ... and they are
trying to stop it,” said John Delury, a China and South
Korea expert from Seoul’s Yonsei University.

Wang Yi urged South Korea to “cease and desist” from
hosting Thaad and said it was teetering “on the brink
of the precipice”.

Wang claimed only sanctions and diplomacy could halt
North Korea’s nuclear program, calling on Pyongyang
to suspend its nuclear program in exchange for the end
of US military drills. “Nuclear weapons will not bring
security. The use of force is no solution. Talks deserve
another chance. Peace is still within our grasp.”
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North Korea's four ballistic missiles were launched into
the Sea of Japan.

Experts say Beijing feels increasingly frustrated with
Kim Jong-un’s actions but Wang offered the dictator
his support insisting China and North Korea remained
as close as “lips and teeth” - an expression famously
used by Mao Zedong.

Wang’s comments came after Beijing condemned
Thaad’s deployment warning South Korea and the
US would bear “all the consequences” for taking the
“wrong path”.

State-run media went further with the Global Times, a
nationalist tabloid, urging Beijing to boost its nuclear
arsenal in response to the US’ bid “to establish global
military hegemony”.

“The most essential task for China now is to boost
its military power. The Thaad installation has offered
China a crucial reason to increase and improve its
tactical nuclear weapons,” it said.

Xinhua, China’s official news agency, claimed Thaad
would trigger an arms race. “More missile shields of
one side inevitably bring more nuclear missiles of
the opposing side that can break through the missile

U.S. Thaad missile launcher system established in
South Korea this week.

shield,” it warned.
Paul Haenle, the national security council’s China
director under George W Bush and Barack Obama,
said Thaad’s deployment reflected growing US fears
that Pyongyang would soon have the capability to hit
the continental United States with a nuclear warhead
mounted on an intercontinental ballistic missile.

“China continues to argue for talks, for diplomacy, but
the problem is that that alone is not going to get us to
be able to convince North Korea to give up its nuclear
program,” said Haenle, the director of Beijing’s

A U-2 ultra-high-altitude reconnaissance aircraft operated
by the US Air Force lands at Osan airbase, south of Seoul,
on Monday.

Carnegie-Tsinghua Centre.
“The Chinese argue [Thaad] makes the situation worse
but, frankly, the US and its allies have no other option
but to defend itself and to try to deter North Korea as it
ramps up very rapidly its nuclear and missile program.”
Beijing is attempting to dissuade Seoul from hosting
Thaad by targeting South Korean companies and
banning Chinese tour groups from visiting the country.
Haenle said such efforts would fail. “It’s hard to see
democratically elected leaders make decisions to leave
their citizens less secure in the face of this growing
North Korean nuclear and missile threat.” (Courtesy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/mar/08/)
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How Do You Solve A Problem

Like North Korea?

The chronic failure of diplomacy to resolve the
long-running North Korea problem, dramatised by
Tuesday’s tit-for-tat “hostage taking” by Malaysia and
Kim Jong-un’s outlawed regime, is accelerating the
militarisation of a conflict that threatens to suck in the
US, China and other east Asian countries.
North Korea’s decision to prevent Malaysian diplomats
and citizens leaving the country was condemned
by Najib Razak, Malaysia’s prime minister. “This
abhorrent act, effectively holding our citizens hostage,
is in total disregard of all international law and
diplomatic norms,” he said.
Najib announced a retaliatory travel ban on North
Korean nationals in Malaysia and warned Pyongyang
against further escalation. But the row, sparked by the
assassination in Kuala Lumpur of Kim’s half-brother,
Kim Jong-nam, allegedly by North Korean agents, is
emblematic of a bigger problem.
Since 2000, when Madeleine Albright, then US
secretary of state, visited North Korea at Bill Clinton’s
behest, Britain and other western countries have worked
on the assumption that a mix of quiet diplomacy,
limited sanctions, containment and incentives would
eventually bring North Korea into line.

Kim Jng-un on board a North Korean navy
submarine. ‘Pyongyang’s technological advances,
if not yet as impressive as it claims, are real and
alarming.” (Photo/KCNA/Reuters)

But that comfortable assumption has proved false,
especially after Kim Jong-il died in 2011 and was
replaced by his unpredictable, paranoid son, Kim Jong-
un. Kim has aggressively expanded North Korea’s
nuclear weapons and missile programmes in defiance
of the UN and global opinion.

The international community’s impotent rage this week
over Kim’s provocative launch of four missiles into the
Sea of Japan underlined diplomacy’s bankruptcy.
Barack Obama told Donald Trump before he left office
that North Korea was probably the gravest security
risk he would face as president. The normally voluble
Trump has remained largely silent on the subject. But
the US is increasingly leaning on military solutions.
US Pacific Command announced on Tuesday that
missile launchers and other equipment for the Thaad
(Terminal High-Altitude Area Defence) missile system
had arrived in South Korea. The US says Thaad is
purely a defensive measure, but both China and Russia
object, arguing that it upsets the regional strategic
balance.

walks past a television
broadcasting a news report on North Korea firing
ballistic missiles. (Photo/Kim Reuters)

A woman in Seoul

China has penalised South Korea for hosting Thaad.
The authorities have closed dozens of South Korean-
owned retail outlets and Chinese tourism to South
Korea may be curtailed.

Beijing has also been irked by US criticism of its
refusal to take tougher action against North Korea.
Foreign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said the
US, South Korea and Japan, which is also deploying
new missile capabilities, were exacerbating the danger
of conflict.

“The consequences of this are on the shoulders of the
United States and South Korea. [They] should not keep
going down the wrong path,” Geng said. “We will
definitely be taking necessary measures to safeguard
our own security interest.” (Courtesy https://www.
theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/07/)

U.

S. Defense Minister Mattis Says U.S. "Remains Steadfast In Commitment” To The Defense Of Its Allies

Donald Trump Set To Send B-52 Nuclear Bombers
To South Korea After North Fires Missiles At Japan

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

B-52 bombers are built to carry payloads of nuclear bombs.

Earlier this week, trigger-happy Kim pushed his luck
once more when he fired off four ballistic missiles into
the seas near Japan.

Now US military chiefs are reportedly planning to
fly in B-1 and B-52 bombers — built to carry nuclear
bombs — to show America has had enough, according
to the Korea Times.

Kim Jong-un has stressed ‘a need for preparation for
a fight’

South Korea and the US have also started their annual
Foal Eagle military exercise sending a strong warning

to North Korea over its actions.

A military official said 300,000 South Korean troops
and 15,000 US personnel are taking part in the
operation.

Secretary of Defense James Mattis said the US
“remains steadfast in its commitment” to the defence
of the South, according to Pentagon spokesman Navy
Capt Jeff Davis.

Capt David said: “He further emphasized that any
attack on the United States or its allies will be defeated
and any use of nuclear weapons will be met with a
response that is effective and overwhelming.”
Washington is reportedly expected to deploy a series
of strategic assets from the US as well as from military
bases in Guam and Japan reports the Da11y Mail.

South Korea (dark helmets) and the US troops have started
their annual Foal Eagle military exercise.

The USS Carl Vinson, a Nimitz-class supercarrier, will
join the Foal Eagle exercise after departing from San
Diego.

The nuke-powered aircraft carrier will carry dozens of
fighter jets, early warning aircraft and anti-sub craft.

It will be accompanied by the guided-missile cruiser
USS Lake Champlain (CG-57) and two Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroyers.

From the US Marine Corps in Japan, F-35B stealth
fighters will be deployed to the peninsula for the first
time.

"An F-35B is capable of evading anti-aircraft radar and
making preemptive strikes," a military official said.
North Korea repeatedly protests that both Foal Eagle
and Key Resolve are rehearsals for invasion.
Pyongyang's Korea Central News Agency reported
that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has stressed "a
need for preparation for a fight".

He listed guidelines to strike South Korea and the US

U.S. aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson
(Courtesy https://www.thesun.co.uk/
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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