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Fake News And Terrorism: Top Reasons For
Stricter Internet Regulation, According To China

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Participants from different organizations across the world
attended the 3rd World Internet Conference in Wuzhen last
week. (Photo/Getty Images)

The proliferation of false news items and terrorism are
among the top reasons to tighten up regulation of the
Internet, Chinese officials and business leaders said at
the third World Internet Conference in Wuzhen last
week, Reuters reported.

Participants of the conference said that stricter
governance of the Internet is needed as cyberspace
has become dangerous and unmanageable, enabling
militants to organize online or allowing fake news
items to spread, such as in the recent U.S. elections.
According to Ren Xianling, the vice minister of
Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC), the
process putting up regulations is similar to "installing
brakes on a car before driving on the road." He also
urged the use of a system to identify netizens who
post false news items and rumors and hold them
accountable.

Ren'scomments came as U.S. social networks Facebook
Inc. and Twitter were criticized for the uncontrolled
circulation of false and malicious information from
users, which some believed influence the outcome of
the U.S. elections.

Last year, China moved to implement some measures
to manage the use of the Internet. Earlier this month,

China Big Data Indust
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hina's Premier Li Urges Countries To Share Information

the government passed a controversial cybersecurity
law, which foreign business group criticized.

Some people, however, were concerned that such
controls would stunt the growth and development of
China's influence in the global tech sector.

This year's Wuzhen conference also indicated China's
tougher stance on Internet use where participants were
no longer given access to websites blocked by the
'Great Firewal', unlike last year.

In a short video speech on Wednesday, Nov. 16,
President Xi Jinping reiterated his call to respect "cyber
sovereignty", referring to government's imposition of
controls over cyberspace within the country's borders.
Foreign firms are concerned about the issues of
surveillance and data storage requirements of China's
cybersecurity law, which will take effect in June next
year, despite assurance from the China's Internet
regulator that it was not designed to target foreign
firms but to protect "critical infrastructure" from cyber
terrorism.

UN officials who attended the conference also

considered the possibility of a multilateral cyber-
terrorism treaty, but it was stalled over the definition
of cyber-terrorism.

Representatives from several major foreign tech firms
such as Facebook, International Business Machines

Hillary Clinton last Thursday decried the spread of fake
news online, calling it an “epidemic” that Congress should
take action against.

Corp, Qualcomm Inc and Tesla Motors Inc also joined
the conference.

China's top tech firms also expressed their support for
the government's cybersecurity regulations, citing the
role of social media in Trump's election as a glaring
example of the fight against fake news.

Ma Huateng, the chairman and chief executive of
Tencent Holdings Ltd, said Trump's win showed the
global community about the dangers of fake news, a
view shared by other executives at the event.
"(Trump's popularity) reinforces wariness about
how much freedom should be allowed in the use of
the Internet in China," Jingdong Yuan, an associate
professor at Sydney University specializing in Asia-
Pacific Security, said.

But Internet control has also its disadvantages. During

the first public trial of Baidu's autonomous cars
in Wuzhen, it encountered problems due to recent
restrictions on autonomous vehicles.
"In China a few months back they just have a new
regulation that banned the testing on highways, so
we only do it in the streets now," Wang Jing, the vice
president in charge of Baidu's autonomous driving
unit, said. "I don't know why."
"If you (regulators) want to have this kind of driving
in China early on then you've got to support us," Wang
added. (Courtesy http://en.yibada.com/articles/fake-
news-terrorism)
Related

Cybersecurity, Censorship Info Sharing:

China, Russia Working Together to Take

Greater Control of Internet
Reports that China and Russia are sharing information
on how to regulate and censor the Internet have been
confirmed by Andrei Soldatov, co-author of the book
“Red Web: The Struggle Between Russia’s Digital
Dictators And New Online Revolutionaries.”
In an interview with rferl.org, Soldatov said that the
Chinese-Russian cybercooperation started only last
year, when Russia was looking to improve the system
on how to have domestic control over the Internet. The
Russian cyber control system was built by Kremlin in
2012, but it was not effective and it failed to meet its
goals.
According to Soldatov, some people have proposed
that having a closer partnership with China might
solve the problem. He added that in Dec. 2015, the two
countries reached key agreements during a conference
attended by Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev
and Fang Binxing, the main architect of the "Great
Firewall of China."
After that, the first China-Russia cyberforum was
organized and held in Moscow in April, and in the
following months, the partnership gradually took
shape.
The Russian
author said that
it was more than
a partnership
but a bilateral
cooperation
where China and ‘ WORE
Russia learned Lu Wei, Chinese political leader and
from each other. the senior exe_cutive official in cha_rge
. of cybersecurity and Internet policy,

"Russia is not speaks at the closing ceremony of the
just taking from

Second World Internet Conference
China. but China last year. (Photo : Getty Images)

is also taking from Russia," Soldatov said.

In March this year, Fang Binxing created an
organization of volunteers who monitor the Internet,
which was patterned after Russia's League of Internet
Security, a quasi-independent organization of
volunteers with a similar mission, Soldatov said.
China's cybersecurity law, which was just passed in
November, has a provision that calls for localizing data
in the country, and has its counterpart provision in the
Russian legislation, he added.

On the Russian side, China helped them developed the
new second phase of the Internet-filtration system that
allows them to search for content, instead of blocking
only some websites and webpages. The system is

similar to the filtering method being used in China.
— E

China-Russia cyber-security pact: Should the US be
concerned?

During the Chinese-Russian forum, a joint working
group, composed of specialists from the two countries,
outlined a road map for the use and control of domain
names, as a method to control global corporations.
Lastly, China will supply the Russians with technology
to improve their system of control over the Internet.
In August, talks were held between Russian
telecommunications equipment manufacturer and
Chinese manufacturers like Lenovo and Huawei.
Soldatov said that the talks were focused on the
licensing of Chinese manufacturing in the country, to
implement the "Yarovaya law," the Russian federal law
that extended its cybercollection powers, signed into
law in July 2016. It would also enable them to replace
Western  telecommunications  technologies ~ with
Russian technology or substitute Western technology
for Chinese.

China will also help Russia on how to use virtual
private networks (VPNs) to bypass Internet censorship,
such as in the Chinese model of control. China has
developed a method by which it can blocked the
Internet in only some select regions, allowing them to
switched off websites or the connection between two
parties.

Soldatov said that China is ahead in this area and
Russia is willing to learn from them. (Courtesy http://
en.yibada.com/articles/cybersecurity-censorship-info)

Premier Li: Fast-Track Growth Of Central China's
Six Central Provinces Will Boost Westward Growth

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Premier Li Presides Over the State Council's Executive
Meeting, December 7, 2016.

BEIJING, Dec. 7 (Xinhua) -- China is publishing a
five-year guideline on invigorating development of
its six central provinces in advanced manufacturing,
modern agriculture, new type of urbanization, further
opening-up, as well as ecological conservation.

The new guideline was approved at the State Council's
executive meeting on Wednesday. Premier Li Keqiang
presided over the meeting.

"Our strategy to boost westward growth has not
changed," Li pointed out. "Yet recently there has been
a divergence in development between southern and
northern China. Meanwhile, each of the six central
provinces has its own conditions. It is necessary
to improve coordination across regions so that the
central region can truly play a pivoting role in China's
economy."

Premier Li Keqiang stressed the need to put the
public’s needs first when the government formulates
major policies and implements internet-related plans.
“The planning of key subjects in the 13th Five-Year
Plan (2016-2020) should meet people’s demand and
adapt to the crucial needs of national development,”
Premier Li said at the State Council executive meeting
on Dec 7.

The meeting passed three crucial plans including the
promotion of national informationization during the
13th Five-Year Plan period. Premier Li urged related
departments to achieve major progress in the fields that
are on top of people’s priority list such as improving
internet speed and reducing charges, cracking down
on internet fraud, and making government information
more transparent.

In terms of improving internet speed and cutting fees,
the Premier affirmed the achievements made in recent
years, while pointing out that the government has yet
to meet the public’s expectations.

“We should not only strengthen the infrastructure
of information and communication, including the

backbone of the network, but also make efforts to solve
the technical difficulties which constraint internet
speed such as fiber optic connection, “ the Premier
said, adding that “we should effectively enhance
people’s ‘sense of gain’ from improving internet speed
and cutting fees”.

Premier Li reiterated the need to fight
telecommunication fraud. At a meeting in September,
Premier Li called for imposing heavier punishment on
illegal activities such as using base station to conduct
telecommunication fraud.
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China's central region comprises six provinces, including
Henan, Shanxi, Hubei, Anhui, Hunan and Jiangxi.

“We should take a tough stance on cracking down on
telecommunication fraud, providing a secure network
for the public to safeguard information security and
people’s interests,” said the Premier.

China's central region comprises six provinces,
including Henan, Shanxi, Hubei, Anhui, Hunan and
Jiangxi. These areas have rich land and agriculture
resources and are abundant in human resources while
being well-developed industrial base.

The central government has placed heavy emphasis on
the region's development. Premier Li has highlighted
time and again on the area's rich potential, and the need
for further reform and
innovation to achieve
sound growth.

He also pointed out
in his government
work report earlier
9 this year that the
4| government will
improve the layout of
development across
regions and facilitate
the rise of the central
region.

Premier Li Kegiang makes an
inspection visit to the National

Development and Reform
Commission on Dec 7, 2015.
[Photo/China News Service]

The six provinces play an TREND OF GDP GROWTH
important role in maintaining
China's growth momentum, he
stressed.

"While building itself into a key
areaforadvanced manufacturing
and urbanization, the region
should also spare no efforts in

Y-O-Y growth (%)

73 1713
China's previous guideline on B 688 g ] S developing modern agriculture
central region's development, and promoting agriculture of
issued in 2006, has achieved @ _a a @ @ a Q@ @ a gcale," Listressed.
2014 2015 2016

Over

chinadaily.com.cn

significant  results.
the decade, the region has

become China's heartland for food and energy raw
material production, as well as a rising hub of modern
manufacturing and transportation.

In 2015, the region contributes 20.3 percent of China's
total GDP, while the figure was only 18.8 percent in
200s.

While China's economy is going through restructuring
and industrial upgrading, the region now faces
challenges in further retiring excess industrial capacity,
reducing reliance on labor and investment, as well as
technological innovation.

Reaching a higher level of development and better
living standards calls for a set of measures, such as
optimizing regional economic structure, nurturing new
economic drivers, encouraging industrial upgrading,
improving modern transportation infrastructure and
new type of urbanization, as well as strengthening
modern agriculture development. It also calls for
giving priority to reform and innovation so as to
invigorate potential from the market.

Market will play a decisive role
in allocating resources, while
the government plays a guiding role. Reform and
innovation will be a key priority through the process,
along with encouraging wider cooperation across
regions, strengthening ecological conservation and
improving people's living standards.

Proper control on coal mine production, seeking
technological innovation for new economic drivers
and boosting industrial upgrading will be the region's
prioritized tasks, according to the guideline.

"The region should
66 WHAT PREMIER SAYS

fully grasp its current

momentum of growth,
It is necessary to improve
coordination across regions so

take further steps

in opening-up and

absorb more modern  that the central region can

industries moving trully Play a pivoting role in
Chlnﬂ § economy.

westward from  the -- At the State Cm;ncilé

east," Li pointed out.  cecutive meeting on Dec 7

(Courtesy Xinhua

News)

Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China
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202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
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V Lam Property-2, Inc.
206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
207 Guyanese American Chamber of Commerce
208 Conference Room
209/210 Texas Tech University — TTUISD {2 i #if 37 H T k22
210A Lucy O'Hara Massage School
210B Congressman Al Green Office
211 Hon. Consul General Gezahgan Kebede, President of ITC
212 The Entrepreneurs Network
213 National Black Business Alliance

0,

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498—2728  pucinoss summit

TSSO TEXAS® CHINA

215 Energy Resources Tools and Services
216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
217 Alief Community Association
218A Aquaworld Systems
218B MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
219 International Press Club
220 Philippines American Chamber of Commerce

LPR Investments
221 Chinese Chamber of Commerce / Chennault Foundation
222 Houston International Trade Development Council
229/230 United Nations Association
231-233 Law Offices of James X Shu & Associates
235 Diversity Political Coalitian

Houston Minority Press Club

BRCE HCC &5

Business % Summit

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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