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Xi Says US-China Ties At “Hinge Moment”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

U.S. President Obama And China's President Xi Jinping in Lima, Peru

(Lima, Peru) - Presidents Barack Obama and Xi
Jinping met for the final time on Saturday, with the
Chinese leader warning the period after Donald
Trump's election is a "hinge moment" in relations
between the two powers.

Without referring to Trump directly, Xi spoke of his
hope for a "smooth transition" in a relationship that
Obama described as "the most consequential in the
world".

The two men were meeting in Lima, Peru on the
margins of an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit.

During a vitriol-filled election campaign Trump
frequently took a combative stance against China,
blaming Beijing for "inventing" climate change and
rigging the rules of trade.

The White House, surprised by Trump's lack of details
on the issues, has urged world leaders to give Trump
time to get his feet under the desk.

Improved Co-operation

For much of Obama's presidency, China and the
United States have slowly improved co-operation and
tried to limit the fallout from disputes, all while vying
for influence in the Asia-Pacific.

China has been quick to seize on the failure of a US-
backed Pacific trade deal to push its own version of
the pact - excluding Washington at the APEC meeting.
Xi - who the White House sees as perhaps the most
powerful Chinese leader since Deng Xiaoping or even
Mao Zedong - said he wanted to see co-operation
continue.

"] hope the two sides will work together to focus on
co-operation, manage our differences, and make sure
there is a smooth transition in the relationship and that
it will continue to grow going forward."

The two men have met nine times since Obama took
office in early 2009.

Obama said he wanted to "take this opportunity to

note our work together to build a more durable and
productive set of bilateral ties".

"I continue to believe that a constructive US-China
relationship benefits our two peoples and benefits the
entire globe," he said at the start of the meeting.
"We've demonstrated what's possible when our two
countries work together," he said, citing an agreement
to tackle climate change.

Areas of Tension

Obama also acknowledged that his eight years guiding
US-China relations have seen difficulties.

That period has seen tensions in particular over China's
seizure of territory it claims in the South China Sea, as
well as over the treatment of US firms in China.
Obama said he expected a "candid conversation
on areas where we continue to differ, including the
creation of a more level playing field for our businesses
to compete, innovation policies, excess capacity and

Chinese President Xi Jinping (L) and U.S.
President Barack Obama take a walk before
heading into their second meeting, at the
Annenberg Retreat, California, the United
States, June 8, 2013.

human rights".

One area of continued tension concerns
how hard to push sanctions against North
Korea over its ballistic and nuclear weapons
programs.

Obama said he and Xi "are united on
our strong opposition to North Korea's
provocations, and we will intensify
our efforts to denuclearise the Korean
peninsula".

The US is pushing for further sanctions to
choke off funding to North Korean weapons
programmes.

Pyongyang has launched multiple tests to
develop a miniaturised nuclear warhead and
a missile capable of delivering that deadly
payload to the United States, alarming the
White House.

Beijing has long dragged its heels on sanctioning its
allies in Pyongyang, fearing a flood of refugees if
North Korea's economy collapses.

But earlier this year Beijing moved to sanction a
conglomerate based in China's frontier city of Dandong

launched

North Korean has
rockets carrying object into space, provoking
outcry from its neighbors.

long-range

that did an estimated $530 million in trade with North
Korea between 2011 and 2015.

Obama has looked to his National Security Advisor
Susan Rice - who backpacked around China in the late
1980s - to guide much of the relationship.

The White House points to some tangible progress
from those efforts, including tying China to limited
norms on cybersecurity after a series of hacking
scandals and measures that increased the number of
Chinese visitors to the United States.

"There is real value in, first of all, more engagement
with China, more diplomacy, more channels and
multifaceted discussions. And often, not always,
that can yield progress," Rice told AFP ahead of the
meeting. (Courtesy http://www.chinanationalnews.
com)

Related

China: Iron Out South China Sea Disputes Ourselves
China's President Xi Jinping, in separate meetings
with the leaders of the Philippines and Vietnam, said
disputes over the South China Sea should be resolved

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) and Vietnamese Prime Minister
Nguyen Xuan Phuc in Lima, Peru

bilaterally, state media reported Sunday.

The comments underscore Beijing's opposition to
involving other countries or international organizations
in the maritime territorial dispute, where claimants to
the waters also include Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan.
Experts say China prefers a "divide and conquer" tactic
over allowing its opponents to group together.

Beijing has repeatedly blamed the United States for
stirring up trouble in the South China Sea and opposes
an arbitration tribunal's July ruling in favor of the
Philippines, rejecting China's claims to economic
rights across large swathes of the waters.

During a meeting in Peru, Xi told Philippines President
Rodrigo Duterte "to actively mull maritime cooperation
and promote positive interaction on the sea," turning
the South China Sea into "an opportunity for bilateral
friendly cooperation," said the official Xinhua news
agency.

That sentiment was echoed by Duterte, Xinhua
reported. The Philippines president has overseen a
rapid improvement of previously frosty relations
between the two countries since taking office in June.
The Philippines "is willing to properly address
maritime issues with China through dialogue and
consultation," said Xinhua.

Xi made similar overtures to Vietnam President Tran
Dai Quang while attending a summit of Asia-Pacific
countries in Lima.

The Chinese president said the two countries should
"solve disputes through bilateral consultations and
dialogues, adhere to a cooperative path of 'shelving
differences and engaging in joint development,'
and properly address problems in order to maintain
regional peace and tranquillity," Xinhua said.

The Chinese news agency did not say whether Quang
also addressed the South China Sea.

On Thursday, a U.S. think tank reported that Vietnam
is extending a runway on an island it claims in the
South China Sea, in apparent response to China's
building of military facilities on artificial islands in the
region. (Courtesy http://www.chinanationalnews.com)

1Phones might one day soon carry "Made in America"
labels. Key Apple assembler Hon Hai Precision
Industry, also known as Foxconn Technology Group,
has been studying the possibility of moving iPhone
production to the U.S., the Nikkei Asian Review cited
sources as saying on Friday, November 18.

"Apple asked both Foxconn and Pegatron, the two
iPhone assemblers, in June to look into making iPhones
in the U.S.," a source said. "Foxconn complied, while
Pegatron declined to formulate such a plan due to cost
concerns."

Foxconn, based in the gritty, industrial Tucheng district
in suburban Taipei, and its smaller Taiwanese rival
churn out more than 200 million iPhones annually
from their massive Chinese campuses.

Another source said that while Foxconn had been
working on the request from Apple Inc., its biggest
customer that accounts for more than 50% of its sales,
Chairman Terry Gou had been less enthusiastic due to
an inevitable rise in production costs.

"Making iPhones in the U.S. means the cost will more
than double," the source said.

The person added that one view among the Apple
supply chain in Taiwan is that U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump may push the Cupertino, California-
based tech titan to make a certain number of iPhone
components at home, Nikkei said.

According to research company IHS Markit, it costs
about $225 for Apple to make an iPhone 7 with a
32GB memory, while the unsubsidized price for such
a handset is $649.

Apple, Foxconn and Pegatron all declined to comment.
Silicon Valley CEOs terrified that President Donald

Silicon Valley Bows To Trump

Could Apple Move iPhone
Production Back To U.S.?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Trump will retaliate against offshoring production,
Apple could be preparing to move iPhone production
back to America.

As Breitbart News reported, candidate Donald Trump,
while speaking at Liberty University in January, said,
“We’re going to get Apple Computer to build their
damn computers and things in this country, instead of
in other countries.” He added, “We gotta bring back
the jobs from China, we gotta bring back the jobs from
Japan, and all these countries that are ripping us off.
And we’re gonna do that. And we are gonna do that.”
InMarch, Trump went after manufacturers who relocate
production to China, where Apple’s assemblers churn
out iPhones, iPads and MacBooks. “How does it help

Foxconn Building in Taipei, Taiwan

Already referred to as the “Valley of the Democrats”
for the over 83 percent of Silicon Valley tech CEO
and employee donations that went to Democrats in
the 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns, Trump’s
populist comments caused Silicon Valley corporate
CEOs to double down on electing a Democrats, with
over 99 percent of Silicon Valley’s $8.6 million in
contributions in the presidential primaries going to
Hillary Clinton and Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT).
Although the final numbers are not in yet, of the
$497.8 million Hillary Clinton raised, small individual
donations of $200 or less were just $91,522,689,
or 18.3 percent. One of her top spots to vacuum up
cash was Silicon Valley, where contributions averaged
$1,276.

The biggest Clinton “Hillblazer” political bundler was
Apple’s chief executive Tim Cook. He personally held
a multi-million dollar fundraiser in August that was

attended by 375 tech guests paying between $50,000
and $2,700 each.

Donald Trump’s surprising victory caused Silicon
Valley tech stocks to suffer a 9 percent crash, while the
rest of the stock market rallied to new all-time-highs.

Breitbart News warned that if the Trump administration
is moving to “Make America Great Again!,” Silicon
Valley tech firms could be the prime target of 45
percent tariffs on offshore supply chains, tightened
immigration affecting H-1B visas, and a “trust busting”
wave against unscrupulous monopolistic practices by
modern tech corporate “robber barons.”

Foxconn Chairman Terry Gou reportedly told Apple,
“Making iPhones in the U.S. means the cost will more
than double.” But that is insignificant, given that the
current labor assembly cost is estimated at just $12.50,

and that an iPhone 7 with a 32GB memory sells for
$649.

The real issue for Foxconn moving iPhone assembly to
America is China, where they employ about 690,000
workers, which about equals the entire population of
Detroit.

The other $212.50 in the iPhone 7’s cost is
associated with components made by Asians.Taiwan
Semiconductor makes chips, Japan’s Japan Display
and Sharp supply handset panels, and South Korea’s
SK Hynix and Japan’s Toshiba produce the memory.
Tim Cook had told CBS News’ 60 Minutes in
December 2015 that Apple could not move its iPhones
production back to the U.S., because America lacked
enough skilled workers.

“Let me be clear, China put an enormous focus on
manufacturing, in what you and [ would call vocational
kind of skills,” he said. Cook blamed America for
Apple’s need to move production offshore: “The U.S.,
over time, began to stop having as many vocational
kind of skills.”

It seems that since the election of Donald Trump as
President, Apple and soon the rest of Silicon Valley
may have discovered that America does have enough
skilled workers to make high-tech devices. (Courtesy
http://www.breitbart.com)
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