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Election Day 2016 In The United States

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Election Day in the United States
Today, November 8, 2016, is Election Day in the
United States and its territories. Election Day in
the United States of America is held on the Tuesday
following the first Monday in November. It can fall on
or between November 2 and November 8. It is the day
when popular ballots are held to select public officials.
These include national, state and local government
representatives at all levels up to the president.
What Do People Do?
On Election Day, citizens of the United States of
America can vote by popular ballot for candidates
for public offices at local, state and national levels.
In even numbered years, federal elections are always
held. In years divisible by four, presidential elections
are always held. Elections for local and state officials
may be held in odd or even-
& numbered years, depending
on local and state laws.
The way in which people
‘ vote depends on the state in
O which they live. In Oregon,
C all votes are cast by post
+and all votes have to be
received at a given time on Election Day. In the state
of Washington, nearly all people vote by post and the
envelopes containing the voting papers have to be
postmarked with the date of Election Day. In other
states, people vote at voting stations, where long lines
can form.
Background
In 1792, a law was passed allowing each of the states
to conduct presidential elections at any point in the 34
days before the first Wednesday in December. This was
the date when the meetings of the Electors of the U.S.
president and vice-president, known as the Electoral
Colleges, were held in each state. A date in November
or early December was preferable because the harvest
would have been finished, but the most severe winter
storms would not have begun.
As long distance communication improved and became
quicker with the advent of trains and telegraphs,
allowing each state to conduct its elections at any point
in a period of more than a month, became outdated.
The results of the elections that were announced
earliest could influence the outcomes of elections held
later in the permitted period.

The U. S Congress In 1845

In 1845, the United States Congress chose a single date
for all national elections in all states. The first Tuesday
after the first Monday in November was chosen so
that there would never be more than 34 days between
Election Day and the first Wednesday in December.
Election Day is held on a Tuesday so that voters will
not have to vote or travel on Sunday. This was an
important consideration at the time when the laws were
written and is still so in some Christian communities in
the United States.

In 2008, Barack Obama became the first African-
American to be elected as president of the United
States, 45 years after Martin Luther King Jr’s speech
about equal opportunities. On Inauguration Day, which
is on January 20 every four years, the president and
vice-president of the United States of America are
sworn in and take office.

An Historical 2016 Presidential Process
Ends Tonight
The U.S. 2016
Presidential
Process has been a
~ | hard fought contest
i between former
a U.S. Secretary of
State (D) Hillary
Clinton (on the
right) and her opponent, businessman Donald J.
Trump ® (on the left). As most informed
American have seen, the campaigns
of both candidates have been full of
accusations, untruths and modern
“technical interceptions” by computer
hackers worldwide, most notably,
Wikileaks. But with the availability of
social media and informative websites
dedicated to political news and updates,
the electorate of the 2016 election
may possibly be the most informed in
the history of elections in the United
States. Throughout the campaign both
candidates have held modest leads in
all the major polls, exchanging the
advantage several times up to the final
days of the campaign. Tonight, on all
major broadcast media, the results of
the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign

will be known and the winner will be revealed.--
News&Review Editor

Voter Turnout: What To Expect

According to a Pew Research Center report from
August, voter turnout in the United States is low
compared to other developed countries. In 2012, just
129.1 million people voted, out of about 241 million
people of voting age. That's a turnout of 53.6%, far
lower than the turnout in Belgium, which had the
highest voter turnout in a recent national election at
87.2%.

But Belgium has something the U.S. doesn't —
compulsory voting. And, even when not strictly
enforced, compulsory voting can have a "dramatic”
effect on the percentage of eligible people who cast a

vote, according to the Pew report. In the U.S., where
people voluntarily register to vote, only 65% of people
of voting age are even registered.

But will this year be different? On Oct. 31, the New
York Times reported that 22 million early or absentee
votes had already been cast, and, according to the
Times, "in many states, the number of early voters is
higher than at the same point in the 2012 cycle." But,
while early voting was up among certain populations,
like Hispanic voters, it fell among voters between the
ages of 18 and 29. We'll just have to wait for Nov. 8 to
see if those trends continue on Election Day.

When Do The Polls Close?

Polls will close between 12am and 6am GMT.

There will be projections released immediately after,
based on opinion polls carried out throughout the day.
What Happens Next After Polls Close? When
Is The Winner Announced?

The first results will be announced in Dixville Notch,
New Hampshire. The town has only around a dozen
residents who all vote at midnight local time (4am
GMT) with the result declared around a minute later.
As results are counted and announced throughout the
night, we could have a clear winner by around 4am
GMT.

The Role Of The Electoral College

The United States Electoral College is the body that
elects the President and Vice President of the United
States every four years. Citizens of the United States
do not directly elect the president or the vice president;
instead they choose “electors”, who usually pledge to
vote for particular candidates.

m0bama
HRomnay

The number of electors in each state is equal to the
number of members of Congress to which the state

is entitled based on population, while the Twenty-
third Amendment grants the District of Columbia the
same number of electors as the least populous state,
currently three. Therefore, there are currently 538
electors, corresponding to the 435 Representatives
and 100 Senators, plus the three additional electors
from the District of Columbia. The Constitution bars
any federal official, elected or appointed, from being
an elector.

All states, except for Maine and Nebraska, have
chosen electors on a "winner-take-all" basis since
the 1880s. Under winner-take-all, a state has all of
its electors pledged to the presidential candidate who
wins the most votes in that state. Maine and Nebraska
use the "congressional district method", selecting one
elector within each congressional district by popular
vote and selecting the remaining two electors by a
statewide popular vote. Although no elector is required
by federal law to honor a pledge, there have been very
few occasions when an elector voted contrary to a
pledge.The Twelfth Amendment, in specifying how a
president and vice president are elected, requires each
elector to cast one vote for president and another vote
for vice president.

The candidate who receives an absolute majority
of electoral votes (currently 270) for the office of
president or of vice president is elected to that office.
It is possible that a winner might not be announced
until after election day. In 2000, the result was unclear
for around two weeks after voting closed because of a
near-dead heat in Florida.

George W. Bush was eventually declared the winner
of the state, beating Al Gore by a margin of 537 votes.
Florida’s 29 electoral college votes were enough to
swing the presidency in either candidates favor.

What Happens After The Winner Is
Announced?

Once US TV networks have called the election, the
loser calls the winner to concede, though Trump has
hinted that he might break with this tradition should
he lose.

The electoral college will meet on Monday December
19 to formally elect the new president and vice
president.

The results will be counted and officially
announced by incumbent Vice President Joe
Biden on Friday January 16, 2017.

What Happens Next After Election

= MA 1l Day? How Does The Transition Of
A3 power Work?

Both candidates are likely to have already
e $o  started “measuring the drapes” for the White
House with preliminary transition teams.
Since August, both Trump and Clinton have
been given access to 16,000 square feet of
federal office — enough for 114 staff.

There, workers will have begun vetting
potential names for the approximately 4,000
government positions that the new president

Electoral College map showing the results of the 2012 U.S. presidential election. President will need to fill.

Barack Obama (D-IL) won the popular vote in 26 states and the District of Columbia (darker Once either Clinton or Trump has been
shaded states) to capture 332 electoral votes. Former Governor Mitt Romney (R-MA) won daclared winner the new pre5|dent-elect
the popular vote in 24 states (lighter shaded states) to capture 206 electoral votes.

Presint George W. Bush (left) and Presidnt-elec
Barack Obama (right) met in the Oval Office of the White
House as part of the Presidential transition.

will be given access to the Presidential Transition
Headquarters in Washington, DC and will be given a
multi-million dollar budget.

In 2008, Barack Obama was said to have employed a
450-person team at a cost of $12 million. Of that, $5.2
million as reportedly paid for by the US Government,
with the remaining $6.8 million coming from private
sources.

The victor will also attend a Secret Service intelligence
briefing. The agency has already revealed its code
names for the two candidates — Evergreen for Clinton,
the same name she has used since she was First Lady,
and Mogul for Trump.

Shortly after, Obama will invite the new president-
elect to tour the White House and discuss the transfer
of power, in the same manner as he did with his
predecessor Bush in 2008.

The meeting was hailed as a success after Obama
convinced Bush to release $350 million of bank
bailout funds.

Obama would later praise Bush "for his service to our
nation, as well as the generosity and co-operation he
has shown throughout this transition”.

When Will The New President Announce Their
Cabinet?

After their meeting with Obama, the new president-
electwill likely beginannouncing cabinet appointments
in early December.

Obama revealed his first picks around three weeks
after election day.

Ahead of inauguration, the Center for Presidential
Transition recommends that the new cabinet are taken
on a retreat to “mould them into a cohesive team”.
The rest of December and January will be spent
preparing shaping agendas and continuing with
appointments.

The Presidential Inauguration Day

The Presidential Inauguration Day will be held on
Friday, January 20, 2017, in Washington D.C.

The inauguration of the president of the United States
is a ceremonial event marking the commencement of a
new four-year term of a president of the United States.
The day a presidential inauguration occurs is known as
"Inauguration Day" and occurs on January 20 (or 21st
if the 20th is a Sunday).

Prior to the Twentieth Amendment, the date was
March 4, the day of the year on which the Constitution
of the United States first took effect in 1789; the
last inauguration to take place on the older date was
Franklin D. Roosevelt's first one on March 4, 1933.
The most recent public presidential inauguration
ceremony, the swearing in of President Barack Obama
to begin his second four-year term in office, took place
on Monday, January 21, 2013.

The only inauguration element mandated by the United
States Constitution is that the president make an oath
or affirmation before that person can "enter on the
Execution" of the office of the presidency. However,
over the years, various traditions have arisen that have
expanded the inauguration from a simple oath-taking
ceremony to a day-long event, including parades,
speeches, and parties.

(Courtesy https://en.wikipedia.org and www.mic.com)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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