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Peruvian Officials Announce Details Of the Upcoming
APEC Meeting In Lima

LIMA, Oct. 30 (Xinhua) -- China will have a key role
to play at a meeting of leaders from the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC), said a Peruvian
official, whose country is hosting the 2016 APEC
Economic Leaders' Week on Nov. 14-20.
"China is going to have an important role, and is
going to continue to have an increasingly important
role," Julio Chan Sanchez, coordinator general of the
meeting, told Xinhua in a recent interview.
As one of the world's leading economies, China's
decisions necessarily impact not just the 21-member
group, but the entire globe, said Chan of Peru's
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Tourism.
"China's economy is progressively larger, more
important and more relevant for the rest of the world,
for international trade and for the global economic
system," he said.
As such, China's participation serves to strengthen the
forum, he added.
At the 2014 meeting held in Beijing, China played an
essential role in furthering the goal of creating a free-
trade zone in the Asia-Pacific region, said Chan.
A study of APEC's impact on Pacific Rim nations,
commissioned by the member economies, is expected
to be approved at the November gatherlng and

- published
later this year,
according to
Chan.
"China is
contributing
quite a lot
with a series
of measures

November 7, 2016

| John T. Robbins, Editor

Peruvian Official: Chma To Play
Key Role At APEC Meeting

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

to improve capacities, and while they mainly aim

to strengthen the public sector, they also sometimes
extend to private sector officials," providing training
in relevant areas, said Chan.

Last year, China organized a two-week seminar on
value-added statistics gathering, and Peru sent three
officials "to begin to understand how to develop this
type of statistics and how to compile this type of data,"
said Chan.

"That is an example China is setting," said Chan, adding
"it leads through a series of actions and proposals that
help us a lot with training."

"I am certain this November will see very interesting
results from the talks the two presidents have had in
Beijing," said Chan.

"The four Pacific Alliance countries (Peru, Chile,
Colombia and Mexico) are also interested in projecting
themselves to the world, especially to the Asia-Pacific
(region), and have already taken the initial steps,” said
Chan, referring to last year's meeting in thePhilippines,
where the alliance held an informal meeting with APC
leaders.

"A similar meeting is likely to take place in Lima,
and we assume there will be synergy between the two
blocs,” said Chan.

APEC's member economies see the alliance,

the RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership) -- a proposed free-trade agreement
between
members of
the Association
of Southeast
Asian Nations
(ASEAN)

-- as potential
models of
economic
integration,
said Chan.

The November meeting marks the second time Peru's
capital hosts the APEC meeting, which this year will
focus on regional economic integration; strengthening
micro, small and medium-size businesses; food
security; and developing human capital.

Peru has a strong interest towards the Asia Pacific as
it is a member of the Pacific Alliance, a trade bloc that
includes fellow APEC members Chile and Mexico
(as well as Colombia). Additionally, the Trans Pacific
Partnership, of which Peru is also a member, will create
a free trade zone among 12 commercial powerhouses

Location Of Peru In South America

like Australia, Chile, Malaysia, Mexico Singapore
and the U.S. Throughout the recent electoral season,
then-candidate Mr. Kuczynski promised that he will
continue with the trade policies that have helped the
Andean country develop in the past decade and a
half. Hence it is important for the new head of state
to establish personal friendships with the leaders of
nations that have vital trade ties with Peru.

It is worth noting that the APEC holds a series of
high-level meetings that take place over the course
of several months, culminating with the meeting of
heads of state. In May, Arequipa hosted a meeting of
APEC ministers responsible for trade, while the APEC
Small and Medium Enterprise Working Group met in
Lima in early September. On 14-16 November, almost
parallel to the heads of state summit, there will be the
IV meeting of theAPEC Business Advisory Council
(ABAC).

One outcome of the meeting will probably be greater
economic relations between Peru and China. The two
governments will reportedly sign a memorandum of
understanding to promote economic cooperation after
the summit. Even more, President Kuczynski's first trip
abroad will be to China, after which he will travel to the
U.S. to attend a meeting of the United Nations General
Assembly. The mini-tour will occur September 10-
22. Visiting these two global powerhouses provides a

preliminary idea of the new administration's foreign
policy goals.

One of the Peruvian government's objectives for the
summit itself will be to attract international attention
to both the country's legal forestry sector as well as
to place combating illegal logging, a major problem
for the Andean country, in the spotlight. To this end,
the 10th meeting by APEC experts on illegal logging
(EGILAT) already took place in mid August.

APEC has a 21 members, including global economic
and military powers like the People's Republic of
China, the Russian Federation and the United States.
Apart from Peru, the only other two Latin American
member states are Chile and Mexico. The organization
was created in 1989 and Peru became a member in
1998.

Related

MEXICO CITY, Oct. 28 (Xinhua) -- China can help
to drive the development of emerging Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) members through
technological cooperation, a Mexican expert has
stated.

"This is
undoubtedly a
historic need
that can improve
ties in the
region," said -
Professor Sergio
Martinez at
the Center for China-Mexico Studies at the National
Autonomous University of Mexico.

The researcher said that the Asian country could drive
global economic growth in general through a new
Chinese middle-income group boosting the demand
for various added-value products and goods.

In terms of APEC members, Martinez advised that they
should seek to specialize in order to be complementary.
However, Martinez warned that though specialization
brings short-term benefits, such as increased revenue,
it must be accompanied by national strategies to ensure
medium and long-term development.

In the upcoming APEC meeting in Peru in November,
he hopes that the members will outline proposals to
boost their collective economic growth, including new
investment plans.

The expert said that the economic growth of the Asia-
Pacific region has allowed its emerging economies to
grasp an increasingly important part of global GDP.
(Courtesy http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016)

China Has 61 Million “Left-Behind Children”
Close To Britain’s Total Population

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltor

Pupils gather at the school gates of Xianghe, Guangxi
province. Such rural areas have large populations of left-
behind children. (Photo/AFP)

Sixty-one million children in China’s countryside
— more than a third of those younger than 17 — are
living without day-to-day care from their parents,
the country’s latest government survey on internal
migration has found.

These are China’s so-called “left-behind children”,
who for most of the year do not see their migrant
worker parents who have sought work in the coastal
cities.

China’s ‘left-behind children’ at higher risk of life of
crime, study finds

The 2016 migrant population survey by the National
Health and Family Planning Commission, published
on Thursday, provides hard data on one of the biggest

workers, municipal authorities — especially big cities
like Beijing — often deny their children essential
services such as schooling and health care.

Tragic accidents just part of a hard life for China's 60
million 'left-behind children’

The low incomes and poor housing conditions of
migrant workers make it all but impossible for children
to accompany their parents to the cities.

China’s left-behind children, who number close to
Britain’s total population, is now a massive social
problem that has produced of a raft of tragedies that
have shocked entire nation.

In June last year, four left-behind children from the
same family, ranging from ages five to 13, committed
suicide together by swallowing pesticide in Bijie, in
impoverished Guizhou province.

In November 2012, five boys died from carbon
monoxide poisoning after starting a charcoal fire trying
to stay warm inside a dumpster.

The problem of left-behind children
is most severe in Anhui, Henan and
Sichuan provinces, the key sources BN
of migrant workers, where 44 per
cent of rural children live without
their mother or father. This is far
higher than the national average of
35.6 per cent, the survey found.
‘Left-behind  children”  found
stabbed to death in southern China
The Chinese government realises the problem. In
February, the State Council, China’s cabinet, issued a
guideline to local authorities to improve the physical
and psychological health of such children.

Separating children from their parents on a such
massive scale, due to both economic and policy
reasons, is one of the unintended consequences of
China’s urbanisation in the past decades.

For instance, if a migrant worker couple were

to enrol their child in a local
school in Beijing, they must first
submit dozens of residential and
employment documents, a task
beyond the reach of most migrant
workers.

Last year, there were 247 million
* migrant workers across China aged
an average of 29.3 years. While the
group is younger than the national average, they are
ageing more quickly — their average age was 27.9 in
2013.

Two-thirds of migrant workers earn between 2,000
yuan (HK$2,300) to 5,000 yuan a month. Only 5 per
cent make more than 8,000 yuan a month. The men
earn 4,500 yuan a month on average, but the average
wage for women is 3,411 yuan, according to the survey.
(Courtesy http://www.scmp.com/news/china)
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