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Cultures from Europe to China have traditional days
of the dead or ghost days that are thousands of years
old that were part of the tribal folk religions before
the advent of Christianity in Europe and Buddhism
in Asia. Foreign teachers have introduced the British
and American Halloween of October 31, but except for
kids who have foreign teachers or the expat oriented
bars and restaurants and schools in China, Halloween
activities aren't popular in China.
The Chinese have traditional days of the dead that are
much more popular such as the Hungry Ghost Festival,
the Qing Ming Festival, the Double 9th Festival, and
the Spring Festival.
Western Halloween in China
Halloween entered
China mainly through
two influences: foreign
teachers and Western
expats.
Foreign teachers in
China might have a
Halloween party for their students and a lesson about
Halloween in their country. So some Chinese children
hear about Halloween and might make decorations and

of expats live such as Beijing, Shanghali,
and Guangzhou. The bars and restaurants
frequented by foreigners will often decorate
for the occasion with pictures of black cats,
¢ ghosts, and monsters, and Halloween lanterns,
and there might be masquerade parties.

In Hong Kong the two big theme parks, Ocean
Park and Disneyland, have activities themed
with  Halloween. Masquerades, haunted
houses, movies, and costumed people could
give you a fright.

In Shanghai there is an old building built in 1933 by
the British called 1933 Shanghai that was a former
slaughterhouse, and is now an chic office building, that
holds a Halloween event every year with adult-rated
masquerade parties.

A Comparison Between the Western Halloween
and China's Days of the Dead

Halloween originated from the traditional holiday of
Celts in Great Britain who believed that the last day
of October was “the day of the dead” or “the ghost
day” when ghosts crossed over the boundary between
the living and the
dead. It evolved into a
day of fun and parties
for  most  people.
However, in English
speaking countries
such as America and
Britain, many take the
day seriously as a special day for religious prayers or
witchcraft.

The Chinese days of the dead are a part of the religion
of the common people. A greater percentage of Chinese

festivals are hundreds of years old. In general, they are
dates for people to protect themselves from attacks or
pranks by the ghosts and also dates to seriously honor
and worship their ancestors or famous people of the
past. It is believed that the ghosts of dead people can
help them or protect them.

Festivals Similar to Halloween in China

There are several days and a whole entire month in
China that are similar to Halloween. These are the
Hungry Ghost Festival, the Qing Mmg Festival, the last
day of the seventh g
lunar month, and &
the Spring Festival.
The Hungry Ghost
Festival: This ghost
day is on the 15th
day of the 7th lunar
month. It is one of
several important days to deal with ghosts and worship
ancestors in China. The Taoist name for the Hungry
Ghost Festival is the Zhongyuan Festival (F7TEf),
and Buddhists call it the Yulanpen Festival. In many
ways, this festival is reminiscent of Halloween or the
Night of the Dead in the West.

The seventh month of the Chinese lunar calendar is the
scariest month of the year because on the first day of the
seventh month, there is an ancient belief that ghosts are
let out of hell. The seventh month is called the "Ghost
Month" (5.4 Gui Yue), and the whole month is said to
be a month in which the ghosts are extant and traveling
around the country, looking for entertainment. Many
people try to avoid doing anything dangerous during
the month, such as swimming or being out alone at
night since the ghosts are active. It is thought that

People celebrate and observe this day in various ways.
Many burn more paper money and clothing so that the
ghosts can use them in their society in hell. In order to
encourage the ghosts to leave, Taoist monks chant. A
common tradition is the floating of river lanterns that
are thought to take or guide those ghosts back to their

place.
The Qing Ming
Festival: ~ This

festival is in the
spring on the 4th €
or 5th of April. %
It is also called JENY
tomb  sweeping
day.  Families
go out on the
day to tend and EE=ES .
repair their ancestors' tombs. Many Chinese families
maintain ancestral tombs. But you can see people out
cutting the grass, decorating the tombs, and worshiping
or presenting food. These are often like family outings.
The Double Nine Festival: This is another traditional
day for worshiping the dead. It is also a time for
families to go for walks in the fall in the mountains and
hills and drink chrysanthemum tea. The tea is healthful
at this time of the year when the weather changes.

The Chinese Spring Festival: Every year, the Chinese
celebrate the beginning of their new year with
festivities, reunions, vacations, and fireworks. The
fireworks originally were thought to drive away evil
spirits, and there are a lot of Daoist religious traditions
associated with the time that most Chinese probably
still believe. (Courtesy http://www.sixthtone.com/
news/halloween)

Halloween Clowns 2016: Trick Or Treat?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

“Killer Clowns” 2016 (Photo/Twitter / UK)

U.S. citizens have been terrified by the rumors of
spotting mysterious clowns in different parts of the
cities in the country. People are making various plans
to celebrate the Halloween festival that falls on October
31. However, on the other hand, rumors indicate that
Killer clowns have planned their own purge night to
attack the Lehigh Valley and other parts of the US
cities on Oct. 30, a day before the Halloween festival.
Police officials have not yet confirmed the news of
existence of such killer clowns in any of the suspected
cities. However, the residents have been advised to
stay alert.

Whether purge night is going to happen or not on
Oct. 30, people are requested to close their doors and
windows. They have been also advised to report any
suspicious activities that happen in their locality.
According to the rumors apart from Lehigh Valley
city, purge night might take place in the cities like:
Colorado, Maryland, Virginia, Louisiana, Kentucky,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee,
Ohio, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Florida, Mississippi,
Texas, Georgia, and New York

Not only in the U.S., but also in the U.K., people

free course on self defense to teenaged girls,

Express UK reported. (Courtesy http://en.yibada.

com/articles)

Related

Creepy Clowns Are Scaring People In
Multiple US States

Police are encouraging caution amid a rash of

public complaints and social media reports in a

number of states of people dressed like clowns

and acting suspiciously, even if they think many

are knucklehead pranksters or simply bogus.

Real clowns are just plain miffed.

Authorities in Greenville, South Carolina, were

among the first to report a clown-related incident
in recent weeks. Late last month, some children
reported clowns trying to lure them into the woods
with money. Sheriff's deputies found no evidence,
however, not even a prankster in a clown suit.
What kind of threats?Very serious ones — in most cases
they are death threats.
For example, a clown
account in Mesa,
Arizona under the
name ‘Ain’t Clowning
Around’ threatened to
go to high schools on
Friday, September 30,
to kidnap students and
kill ~teachers. Some
pupils even got sent
text messages asking if they were ‘ready to play’,
before threatening to kill them.
In Phoenix, two teenagers in clown masks were
arrested after robbing a Domino’s and a Taco Bell.
But for whatever reason, since then, people in
Alabama, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina and
now, Pennsylvania, have reported scary or suspicious

People Have Reportedly Been
Attacked By Clowns

afraid to go out
and  perform,
and they're
two of my
customers," said
Manuel, whose
two children are
also clowns. "If
they don't perform, they don't need supplles

Some of the reported sightings have been hoaxes, like
the four young children who told police they made
up stories about spotting clowns in unusual places in
and around Annapolis, Maryland, or the 24-year-old
man whom police in Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
charged with falsely reporting that a clown knocked
on his window.

Other related cases weren't so harmless and have
resulted in criminal charges.

The sheriff in Escambia County, Alabama, last
week arrested a 22-year-old

woman and two juveniles

after Flomaton High School

was locked down and

searched  when  students

were threatened on "Flomo

Klown" and "Shoota Cllown"

social media accounts. And in

Athens, Georgia, an 11-year-

old girl was arrested for

taking a knife to school on Friday because she was
frightened by social media reports and other rumors
that clowns were preparing to attack children.

The Pennsylvania reports and law-enforcement
response have, so far, been more low key. Police want
to encourage people to report suspicious behavior
without aggravating matters.

Albert Walker, the police chief in northeastern

posts about a clown in nearby woods.

But the chief chose his words carefully in describing his

department's connection to any other clown sightings.

"Peripherally we're connected to it, but not directly,”

Walker said. "It was a social media post that identified

the possibility of an alleged sighting of an individual

dressed as a clown along one of our main highways."

Pottsville Police Chief Richard Wojciechowsky said

there appeared to be more to a clown-related incident

reported Monday evening in his borough, about 90

miles northwest of Philadelphia — but still no cause

for alarm.

"Two knuckleheads with clown-like clothes on"

hopped out of a pickup truck and yelled at a group of

young children and teenagers, the chief said.

"It wasn't a physical threat or a violent act. At best, (it's)

a misguided juvenile prank," the chief said. "Some of

the older kids weren't even frightened.”

The Pennsylvania State Police are investigating recent
unspecified clown sightings
in the towns of Huntingdon
and Ebensburg, where a
woman said a clown peeped
through her window. Trooper
Adam Reed said citizens
should "not confront the
individual but rather gather
information and report it to
your local police."

Manuel said the public's perception of clowns has been

going downhill since Stephen King's 1986 novel about

a child-killing clown, "It," became a TV miniseries

four years later. But the latest incidents take the cake.

"We are used to 'Killer Klowns from Outer Space'

and Krusty the Clown, but this has taken it to another

level," Manuel said. "It's another thing to have people
act out these sick fantasies. This is like, 'Are you
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Martial Arts Academy in Beverley is also providing the clowns were
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