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Sixth Plenary Session Of 18th
CPC Central Committee Held In Be

ortant Information About China's Sixth Plenum

Im

October 30, 2016

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

reforms, or even last year, with the announcement
that the Draconian “One child policy” would be
abolished.

But decisions are often more geared towards
giving China’s political landscape and heavily
centralised economy its long term direction.

“The previous plenums under President Xi
m Jinping have had thematic narratives - economic
=2 reform, legal reform, and then last year the Five
| Year Programme” said Kerry Brown, a former

el British diplomatic in China and author of CEO
we e L China: The Rise of Xi Jinping.

But what really happens behind the closed

The Sixth Plenary Session of the 18th Communist Party of China doors of the meetings?
(CPC) Central Committee was held in Beijing, capital of China, from The plenums are also known to be scenes of

Oct. 24 to 27, 2016. (Photo/Xinhua)

The Chinese Communist Party’s Central Committee
on Monday began an annual four-day meeting where
‘party management’ is on the agenda — media say. But
experts believe that behind the scenes, Xi Jinping, the
Chinese president, will be seeking to cement his power
—possibly beyond his two terms in office. Here are five
things that you need to know about the meeting.
What is the meeting?

The Sixth Plenum of the 18th Communist Party
of China Congress is a gathering of almost 400 of
the most important political officials in China. The
meetings are held once a year at a closely guarded
hotel in West Beijing.

What policy decisions have been made at
previous meetings?

Major policies have been devised at plenums, such
as in 1978 when China was put on the road to market

bitter in-fighting as party leaders seek to establish

control and silence
competing factions.
Senior figures were ousted
at times of great upheaval
during the 67-year history
of Communist China, while
others have been put on the
road to power.

Ls

Chinese
Jinping, also
This year’s plenum is being secretary of the

President  Xi
general

Communist Party of China
seen as crucial, given that (CPC) Central Committee,
next autumn the 19th Party speaks at the Sixth Plenary
Congress is set to take Session of the 18th CPC
place. Central  Committee, in

. . Beijing, capital of China.
Sc_)me believe that me?tmg The meeting was held from
will see Mr Xi appoint a oOct. 24 to 27 in Beijing.
successor who will take (Photo/Xinhua)

over at the end of his ten-year rule at the 20th Party

Congress in 2022. However, others believe that Mr Xi
will be using the plenum to cement his grip on power
and possibly even extend his rule for a third term in
office.

While state media is certain to stick to the script, and
drip feed dry policy announcements over the next few
days, behind the scenes, things would almost certainly
be more dramatic.

What could happen with regards to policy at
this plenum?

State media have said that “the comprehensive
and strict management of the Party” is to be focus,
suggesting that Mr Xi will use the meeting to further
enforce his wide-ranging war of corruption.

The Chinese President has consolidated his power
on the back of the campaign, and will be seeking to
strengthen his hand further with a new “intra-Party
supervision regulation”.

Experts also believe officials will be discussing
changes in the Chinese economy which have surfaced
following the global slowdown.

“Chinais clearly in a transition moment,” Prof Brown
told The Telegraph.

“But people want to know to what they are transiting.
So for policy, there needs to be something on the
issues of slower growth in the rest of the world and
how China can start relying more on its own internal
sources of growth, what it is doing about inequality,
and how it intends to manage the transition to a middle
income country.”

What about the political rivalries and ultimate
control of the party?

Five of the seven members of the Politburo Standing

John T. Robbins, Editor

ijing

Committee - all
except Mr Xi and
Li Kegiang, the
prime minister - ||
are expected to step
down after reaching
the mandatory :{
retirement age of 68 |8
at next year’s Party
Congress.
However, there are
Some  suggestions zhang Dejiang (3rd L, rear),Yu

that Mr Xi might Zhengsheng (2nd R, rear), Liu

Yunshan (2nd L, rear), Wang
S?ek fo_strengthen Qishan (1st R, rear ) and Zhang
his  power _ base Gaoli (1st L, rear) attend the Sixth
at the top tier of Plenary Session of the 18th CPC

Chinese govemment Central Committee, in Beijing,
by aIIowing close capital of China. The meeting was

held from Oct. 24 to 27 in Beijing.
ally Wang Qishan (photo/xinhua)

to remain in his

position.

The plenum is seen as a key platform for him to enforce
his leadership objectives.

“Mr Xi will try to bend the rule about retirement and
keep Wang Qishan in office after the 19th Congress,”
said Steven Tsang, professor of Chinese Studies at the
University of Nottingham.

“If he can do that he will keep his most powerful ally
in place and indicate he may stay on for a third term.
“Many in the top echelon of the Party do not want to see
that, and so being able to do so will speak volumes.”
(Courtesy http://news.xinhuanet.com/english)

Top Communist Party of China
(CPC) and state leaders Xi Jinping
(C rear), Li Kegiang (3rd R, rear),

China On Track To Relocate A Population The Size Of Hunoary

The Uprooting Of 10 Million People In China

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

A Chinese Government Relocation Billboard Notice In The
Tibetan Area of China

The construction of the Three Gorges Dam was a
gigantic feat of both structural and social engineering.
In order to make way for its reservoir, 1.24 million
rural residents had to be relocated.
Unfortunately, in the museum that’s dedicated to the
dam, little explanation is given to how policymakers
handled the logistics of this immense operation;
instead emphasis is placed upon how willing the
displaced were to leave their homes for the greater
good of China.
In the latest Five-Year Plan, the Chinese government
has set a target for an even more ambitious relocation
drive, seeking to move 10 million people out of
impoverished areas by 2020 — a five-year timeframe
that’s far more compressed than the 17 years the Three
Gorges exodus took to complete. And some question
whether the displaced villagers will be willing to go.
According to the World Bank, China has lifted 800
million people out of poverty since 1978. It is one
of the nation’s proudest achievements. But as of last
year there were still 70 million people living below
the poverty line (which China classes as subsisting on
under Rmb2,300 per year, roughly $1 a day).
According to the People’s Daily, at least 3.1 million of
these live in regions with “harsh natural conditions”
and a further 3.4 million live in “areas with weak
infrastructure”.  Relocation to developed, more
hospitable areas seems like a natural solution to these
problems, and for the government it may have the
added value of boosting the economy’s overall health.
In 2014, the State
Council laid out the
{ following rationale
in a policy blueprint
o titled National New-
type  Urbanisation
s Plan (2014-2020):
The main dam of China's Three “Domestic demand
Gorges project was constructed s the fundamental
near Yichang, in Hubei Province. . .,
impetus for China’s

Designed to control devastating
chronic floods and to generate large development, — and

amounts of electricity, the project the greatest potential
also generated much controversy for expanding
because of the potential damage .
to the environment and the large domestic  demand
number of people forced to liesin urbanisation.”

rel_ocatt_a. (Courtesy http://kids. Tg this end, the plan
britannica.com/comptons)

set the target of
increasing the proportion of urban residents to 60%.
However, a problem policymakers encounter with
urbanisation is that a large number of current city
residents (i.e. migrant laborers) do not have urban
residency permits (hukou), and thus are denied access
to many local services, such as schools and medical

care.
The Chinese cabinet’s “new-type urbanisation”
appears to resign itself to accepting this disparity: it
seeks to increase urbanisation to 60%, but only hopes
to increase the proportion of nationals with an urban
hukou to 45% — albeit that’s a big rise: equivalent to
the conversion of 100 million rural hukou into the city
variety.

The recently announced plan to relocate 10 million
impoverished citizens is effectively a subset of the
2014 urbanisation blueprint.

But while the government has considered the economic
upside to this migration, it might find a greater obstacle
in the human element.
In Guizhou province
alone, there are over
7,600 isolated villages
that will be “wiped
off” the map when the
plan is enacted. “If we
all move out from the §
mquntalns, j[hen our Rui, 60, scavenged h former
children  might  not vijiage for building materials in
know where we came Liaocheng. Mr. Li was a farmer

from. | ought to make until three years ago, when the

local government razed his
a document of our village for an urban development
village’s history,” one zone.

villager lamented.

Besides the loss of their former communities, other
villagers are worried that they won’t be able to adapt
to society in the bigger towns. “I have no education,”
one lamented, “I only have my physical strength. How
will I find a job?”

In Guizhou, one family of two was told by their
village’s Party boss that as part of the plan, in addition
to Rmb50,000 compensation, they would be provided
road-sweeping jobs paying them Rmb600 per month.
But some may be skeptical of the government’s
promises. Reportedly hundreds of the people moved to
make way for the Three Gorges Dam are still awaiting
compensation. (Courtesy http://www.weekinchina.
com/2016)

Chinese city dwellers will approach the total urban
population of the United States — in a country already
bursting with megacities.

This will decisively change the character of China,
where the Communist Party insisted for decades that
most peasants, even those working in cities, remain
tied to their tiny plots of land to ensure political and
economic stability. Now, the party has shifted priorities,
mainly to find a new pm 3

source of growth for a f&&i

slowing economy that
depends increasingly
on a consuming class of
city dwellers.

The shift is occurring -
so quickly, and the Children walked to school

potential costs are so from a housing project in
high, that some fear Chongging, where their families
19 were resettled after leaving
rural Chinaisonceagain their farmland. (Courtesy The

the site of radical social New York Times)

engineering. Over the

past decades, the Communist Party has flip-flopped on
peasants’ rights to use land: giving small plots to farm
during 1950s land reform, collectivizing a few years
later, restoring rights at the start of the reform era and
now trying to obliterate small landholders.

Across China, bulldozers are leveling villages that date
to long-ago dynasties. Towers now sprout skyward
from dusty plains and verdant hillsides. New urban
schools and hospitals offer modern services, but often
at the expense of the torn-down temples and open-air
theaters of the countryside.

“It’s a new world for us in the city,” said Tian Wei,
43, a former wheat farmer in the northern province
of Hebei, who now works as a night watchman at a
factory. “All my life I’ve worked with my hands in the
fields; do I have the educational level to keep up with
the city people?”

China has long been home to both some of the world’s
tiniest villages and its most congested, polluted
examples of urban sprawl. The ultimate goal of the
government’s modernization plan is to fully integrate

70 percent of the country’s population, or roughly 900
million people, into city living by 2025. Currently,
only half that number are.

The building frenzy is on display in places like
Liaocheng, which grew up as an entrep6t for local
wheat farmers in the North China Plain. It is now
ringed by scores of 20-story towers housing now-
landless farmers who have been thrust into city life.
Many are giddy at their new lives — they received the
apartments free, plus tens of thousands of dollars for
their land — but others are uncertain about what they
will do when the money runs out.

Aggressive

state spending

is planned on

new roads,

hospitals,

schools,

community

centers —

which could The old buildings under these high-rises
cost upward of in Chongging have been marked for
$600 hilliona  demolition.

year, according

to economists’ estimates. In addition, vast sums will
be needed to pay for the education, health care and
pensions of the ex-farmers.

While the economic fortunes of many have improved
in the mass move to cities, unemployment and
other social woes have also followed the enormous
dislocation. Some young people feel lucky to have
jobs that pay survival wages of about $150 a month;
others wile away their days in pool halls and video-
game arcades.

Top-down efforts to quickly transform entire societies
have often come to grief, and urbanization has already
proven one of the most wrenching changes in China’s
35 years of economic transition. Land disputes account
for thousands of protests each year, including dozens
of cases in recent years in which people have set
themselves aflame rather than relocate. (Courtesy The
New York Times)
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The government, often
by fiat, is replacing small
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