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U.S. Think-Tank Says Satellite Images Show Heightened Activity At North Korea Nuclear Site

Fresh Activity At North Korea N-Site Triggers Concern Of
Another Test Before November 8 U.S. Presidential Elections

Compiled And Ed|ted By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

SEOUL, South Korea - Increased activity has been
reported at North Korea's underground nuclear test
site, a U.S.-based monitoring group said on Friday.
Satellite images taken on October 1 show activity at all
three of the tunnel complexes at the Punggye-ri site,
triggering concerns that the country could be preparing
for another nuclear test.

38 North, a website run by Johns Hopkins University’s
School of Advanced International Studies that monitors
North Korean activities, said, “There is no evidence
of new excavation but there appears to be boxes or
material around the side of the main building.”

The test may be planned to coincide with the 71st
anniversary of the ruling Workers’ Party on October
10.

Further, experts have noticed a link between North
Korea's provocative actions and the U.S. elections.
According to a study by the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, the North’s leaders have
attempted to incite tensions around the time of
American elections over the past six decades.

With the U.S. election only weeks away, the North’s

weapon's program is "clearly targeted toward the next
administration, and wanting to demonstrate they are
a nuclear weapons state to the new president,” Victor
Cha, the head of Asian affairs at the National Security
Council during the George W. Bush administration,
and now a professor at Georgetown University, said.
Shocking the world on September 9, North Korea
conducted its fifth nuclear test, leading to wide-spread
international outrage and calls for a tighter round of
sanctions, especially from the United States and South
Korea.
The UN Security Council has been working on a fresh
resolution to punish North Korea for not paying heed
to international concerns.
The monitoring group said the activity at the site could
be for a number of purposes, including “collecting
post-test data, sealing the portal or preparing for
another test.” Images show a large vehicle and a
number of personnel at the site.
A large canopy in a nearby parking lot has been in
place for the past couple of months.
At the south portal, where excavation stopped in 2012,
images show a group of people standing near a tunnel
entrance, indicating ongoing work or maintenance.
Little activity was detected at Punggye-ri’s main
support area, and a few crates and possible vehicles
were visible at the south command center.
Suspected Site Of Underground Test
The increasingly isolated country has defied all calls

to end its nuclear weapons
programme.
In January this year,
it conducted its fourth
nuclear-test, clear signs that
it is stepping up the pace of
its programme. The country
conducted its first nuclear
test in 2006.
Earlier this month, 38 North
said satellite images from
late  September indicate
North Korea may be
building a new submarine
that could launch ballistic missiles.
In late August, the North test-fired a submarine-
launched ballistic missile that flew more than 300
miles at a

= high angle,

;- ~ suggesting it
@ g SO0 ™ could have gone
B much farther.

£ sweimae o Anglysts see a
Noith shift in North
s Korea's policy
from symbolic
actions to
concrete
e military tests,
since Kim Jong Un took power after his father's death
in 2011.
There has been a marked jump in the number of North
Korean weapons development tests, according to
statistics from 38North, including 15 missile tests in
2016 alone. (Courtesy http://www.chinanationalnews.
com)
Related
North Korea
accused of
‘maniacal
recklessness'
after nuclear
test triggers
earthquake
UN security
council agrees to
begin work on
further sanctions
as Japanese PM
Shinzo Abe warns of grave threat
North Korea has confirmed it has conducted its
most powerful nuclear test to date, marking the 68th
anniversary of its founding with a reminder to the
world that it may be edging closer to developing a
warhead capable of striking the US mainland.
Friday morning’s test, which triggered a magnitude
5.3 earthquake, drew immediate condemnation from
North Korea’s neighbors and Washington.
Barack Obama, who was briefed on board Air Force
One by National Security Adviser Susan Rice as he
returned to the US from an Asian tour, said provocative
actions by North Korea would have “serious
consequences”.
“To be clear, the United States does not, and never

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
addresses the first Workers’ party
congress since 1980 in Pyongyang,
North Korea on Friday May 6.
(Photo/AP)

will, accept North Korea
as a nuclear state,” Obama
said in a later statement. He
said he would work “to take
additional significant steps,
including new sanctions, to
demonstrate to North Korea
that there are consequences
to its unlawful and
dangerous actions.”

The UN security council
agreed at an urgent meeting
on Friday to immediately
begin work on a new raft of

sanctions.

During the meeting behind closed doors, the council
strongly condemned the test and agreed to begin
drafting a new resolution under article 41 of the UN
charter, which provides for sanctions.

Shinzo Abe, the prime minister of Japan — which had
called for the emergency UN meeting — described
North Korea’s nuclear weapons programme as a
“grave threat” to Japan.

Japan’s top government spokesman, Yoshihide Suga,
labelled North Korea a “neighbourhood outlaw” and
said Tokyo was considering a new round of bilateral
sanctions.

China, North Korea’s traditional ally and major aid
provider, voiced its “firm opposition” to the test. “We
strongly urge [North Korea] to honour its commitment
to denuclearisation, comply with relevant UN security
council resolutions, and take action to stop the situation
from deteriorating,” the foreign ministry said.

The South Korean president, Park Geun-hye,
denounced the test as a clear violation of security
council resolutions banning the North from developing
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction. Park
accused Kim of “maniacal recklessness” in his pursuit
of building a viable nuclear arsenal, according to her
office.

Friday’s test was confirmed by North Korea with
state TV saying it had conducted a “nuclear warhead
explosion” meant to counter what Pyongyang called
US hostility.

The KCNA official news agency said: “This [test] has
definitely put on a higher level ... DPRK’S technology
of mounting nuclear warheads on ballistic rockets.”
Residents in the capital, Pyongyang, welcomed their
country’s latest act

of defiance. “It’s

really great news,”

said Rim Jong-

su. “Now, | am

full of confidence

that if our enemies

make the slightest

provocation,  we

will counterattack,

and we will definitely win.”

The test’s estimated yield of 10 kilotonnes is higher
than any of the North’s previous four controlled
nuclear detonations, according to experts, suggesting
that the regime is enhancing its nuclear capability to
mirror recent signs of progress in its ballistic missile

programme.
Together, those advances could one day give the
secretive state a nuclear weapon compact enough
to be mounted on a reliable long-range missile — a
development that would pose a dramatically heightened
threat to North Korea’s neighbours and the US.

The test was conducted at a known testing site in
Punggye-ri in the country’s northeast and produced a
slightly higher yield than that recorded after its third
nuclear test, in 2013, previously considered it most
powerful to date.

“The 10-kilotonne blast was nearly twice as much as
produced in the fourth nuclear test, and slightly less
than the Hiroshima bombing, which was measured at
about 15 kilotons,” said Kim Nam-wook from South
Korea’s meteorological agency said.

The timing of the test to coincide with the anniversary
of North Korea’s founding in 1948 came after the
country’s leader, Kim Jong-un, vowed to develop its
nuclear capability, after three missile tests conducted
as Obama and other G20 leaders met in China earlier
this week.

Obama had expressed concern on Thursday about
North Korea’s nuclear activity. “We are going to make
sure that we put our defensive measures in place so
that America is protected, our allies are protected,”
Obama said during a summit with South-east Asian
leaders in Laos. “We will continue to put some of

the toughest pressure that North Korea has ever been
under as a consequence of this behavior.”

Some analysts suggested the bomb’s yleld could be
significantly
higher than

10 kilotonnes.
“That’s the
largest DPRK
test to date, 20-
30kt, at least.
Not a happy
day,” Jeffrey
Lewis of the
California-
based Middlebury Institute of International Studies
said, using the North’s official title of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea. “Yield estimates are
always kind of approximate. The point is that it is

the biggest one to date unless they revise the yield
downward.”

China said its ministry of environmental protection
had begun monitoring radiation levels in provinces
near the North Korean border, but added that radiation
levels were normal.

Japan, meanwhile, sent two T-4 trainer aircraft to
collect air samples for analysis of possible radioactive
materials.

Confirmation from Japan and South Korea that North
Korea had tested a nuclear weapon followed several
hours of speculation over the cause of the seismic
waves recorded on Friday morning, although the
blast’s characteristics indicated immediately that the
quake had not occurred naturally. (Courtesy https://
www.theguardian.com/world)

The Atomic Bomb Drobped On
Hiroshima, Japan, In 1945

U.S., China Said To Be In Discussions
On Choking Off North Korea Energy

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The U.S. and China are
locked in negotiations
over curbing North
Korea’s energy trade
in response to its fifth
nuclear test last month,
according to  four
diplomats from United
Nations Security
Council countries with

Arally celebrating the success

of arecent nuclear test is held 8
in Kim Il-sung square in this ~ direct knowledge of

undated photo released by the talks.
North Korea's Korean Central  The  world’s  two

News Agency in Pyongyang biggest economies --
Se”teK'g?\le/: 32 é%i?éfsp)how' both of whom can veto
any UN resolution --

are discussing restrictions on North Korea’s trade in
coal, iron ore and crude oil, according to the diplomats,
who asked not to be named because the discussions
are private.

The U.S.
and its
allies are
seeking

5 to further

@ tighten

g sanctions
against Kim
Jong Un’s
regime to
prod him
into abandoning a pursuit of nuclear weapons that

has only intensified in recent years, with the latest

test coming Sept. 9. The measures stand little chance
of success without support from China, which has
kept its neighbor from collapsing to avoid both a
humanitarian crisis and the presence of American and
South Korean troops on its border.

“The U.S. wants to strangle North Korea, but is asking
China to be the executioner,” said Shi Yongming, an
associate research fellow at the Foreign Ministry-run
China Institute of International Studies.

Trading Partner

China accounts for more than 70 percent of North
Korea’s trade and provides most of its food and
energy supplies, according to the Council on Foreign

Relations. Data from China’s General Administration
of Customs shows that imports of North Korean
coal and iron ore increased from January to August
compared with the same period in 2015. Information
on crude oil wasn’t available.

In March the UN passed its toughest sanctions yet
against Kim’s regime, but a loophole allows it to trade
goods needed for “livelihood" or emergencies. China
currently allows imports of coal and iron ore -- both
banneditemsunderthe UNsanctionslist--fromtheNorth
if the resources are not related to Pyongyang’s nuclear
project.
Samantha
Power, the
U.S. envoy
to the UN,
plans to visit
South Korea
this week

to discuss
measures
against North
Korea, Yonhap News Agency reported on Wednesday,
citing a government official it didn’t identify.

While Beijing may consider some new restrictions

on North Korean commaodities, a ban on energy trade
would lead to the regime’s collapse, said Shi at the
China Institute of International Studies. He said it’s
more likely that China will agree to a more detailed
sanctions lists -- particularly goods that can be used
for both military and civilian purposes.

“A shut-down of trade in essential resources like crude
oil and coal would not be possible,” Shi said from
Beijing.

‘Sudden Collapse’

China is worried of a possible sudden collapse of the
North Korean economy when North-China trade is
cut, so there could be a compromise such as letting the
North trade coal and iron ore with China only to some
extent compared with the previous year."

The U.S. has already issued a warning to China, and
a lawmaker introduced a bill that would block North
Korea from accessing the global banking system. "It
would also be useful if Chinese banks and companies
understood dealing with North Korean companies is
going to be risky,” Ambassador Daniel Fried, the U.S.

A Military Parade In North Korea

State Department’s coordinator for sanctions policy,
told a Senate subcommittee last month.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has also called for
stronger sanctions. Russia, however, is more lukewarm
on economic penalties while still calling for a Security
Council response.

Related

The North Korea Situation

TV Screen Depicts NorthKorean Leader Studylng His
Country's Nuclear Capability.

North Korea conducted its fifth nuclear test in a decade
— and second this year — on Sept. 9, claiming it now
had the ability to mount warheads onto rockets. South
Korean President Park Geun Hye called the test an
action of “maniacal recklessness.” North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un had already defied the international
community by staging a fourth test and launching a
long-range rocket in early 2016. Defense analysts then
were skeptical about the Pyongyang government’s
claim to have detonated a full-fledged hydrogen bomb.
But they agreed that the tests had advanced the
country’s ambition of making a warhead compact
enough to ride a missile capable of reaching North
America. In March, the UN extended sanctions against
North Korea, as did the the U.S., which called off
nascent peace talks. South Korea agreed with the
Americans in July to deploy a ballistic missile defense
system, drawing protests from China. The border
between the two Koreas is lined with hundreds of
thousands of troops.

Background

North Korea has a track record of escalating and then
lowering tensions to win diplomatic and economic
benefits. In the 1990s, it removed spent fuel rods

from its nuclear
reactor, a possible
prelude for use in

weapons, before
former u.sS.
President Jimmy
Carter  brokered g

negotiations
that led to aid
and security
assurances. After
North Korea's first nuclear test in 2006, multinational
disarmament talks produced further concessions in
return for closing nuclear facilities. Its government has
since exited the talks and restarted those operations.
The country has been on a war footing since Kim Il
Sung founded North Korea in 1948 after decades of
Japanese occupation. He then invaded South Korea to
start the 1950-53 Korean War. Kim Jong Il took over
from his father in 1994 and was succeeded by his son,
Kim Jong Un, in 2011. One million of North Korea’s
25 million people are in the active military, with
reservists numbering 7.7 million. Believed to be just
over 30 years old, the Western-educated

The Argument

China, North Korea’s biggest trade partner and
supplier of most of its food and energy, could do more
to make sanctions effective, according to the U.S.
For its part, China fears a collapse of the government
might prompt an influx of millions of refugees and —
in the event of South Korea absorbing its neighbor
— create a well-armed U.S. ally straddling its border.
With South Korea and its U.S. ally unprepared to
militarily confront the potentially nuclear-armed north,
the most realistic option may be to tighten economic
sanctions or hope for the downfall of the Kim dynasty,
whether through Kim Jong Un’s ill health or political
infighting. Kim has executed senior advisers including
his uncle and one-time guardian, raising concerns
about his temperament and the absence of considered
counsel. Some analysts question the push for tighter
sanctions that might help topple the regime, arguing
that a collapsing North Korea with nuclear weapons
would be more dangerous than a stable North Korea
developing a nuclear arsenal. (Courtesy Bloomberg.
com)

Kim Il Sung Foulder Of North Korea
-1948

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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