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Findings Will Help With Prevention And D/agn0515

John T. Robbins, Editor

Chinese Scientists Decode Gene
Sequence Of Imported Zika Virus

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Workers fumigate a traln car at a train depot in
Seoul's Gangseo Ward, South Korea, Feb 17,
2016, as a precaution against the spread of the
Zika virus (ZIKV). [Photo/IC]
BEIJING - Chinese scientists
on Monday sequenced the ge-
= nome of the country's first im-
|| ported Zika virus, helping with
: §: prevention and diagnosis.
:l The success was achieved by
T scientists with the Chinese
A mosquito is seen
in the Gorgas Center for Disease Control and
Memorial institute  prevention and the provincial
for Health Studies . . . .
laboratory in center in East China's Jiangxi
province.

Panama City, Feb 4,
China confirmed the first

2016. [Photo/
Agencies]

imported Zika case on Feb 9. The patient, a
34-year-old man from Jiangxi, developed a fever,
headache and dizziness on Jan 28 in Venezuela,
before returning home on Feb. 5 via Hong Kong and
Shenzhen. He has been discharged from hospital
after a full recovery.
Monday's success has laid foundation for
understanding the virus' variations as well as
developing bacteria and reagents to diagnose the
disease.
Related

Mosquitoes to be used in the fight against Zika
A pilot field study using mosquitoes infected with bac-
teria is expected to be launched in South China prob-
ably in March, according to a lead researcher.
The move is aimed at reducing
the local mosquito population,
which could pass the Zika virus [
to humans, said Xi Zhiyong,
who heads the study.
Xi is a microbiology professor
at Sun Yat-sen University in
Guangzhou, Guangdong prov-
ince. .
Millions of laboratory-produced Aedes aegypti mos-
quitoes infected with the Wolbachia bacteria will be
released at two or three trial sites in Guangdong.
Last year, the team lowered the mosquito population
by 90 percent during a trial using the same method

and helped to contain a local outbreak of dengue fe-
ver. Both dengue and Zika are viruses spread by the
Aedes aegypti mosquito.
Xi said the researchers only release male mosqui-
toes, which don't bite. The eggs produced by females
mating with Wolbachia-infected males are infertile,
which leads to reduced mosquito populations.
The Zika virus, which has been linked to severe birth
defects in thousands of babies in Brazil, is spreading
rapidly in the Americas.
The US has reported a sexually transmitted Zika
case, but the World Health Organization has said
more investigations are needed to verify this.
No Zika cases have been reported in China to date.
On Thursday, the National Health and Family Plan-
ning Commission ordered the
mass extermination of mosqui-
toes.
Xi said the team is working on
ways to produce more Wolba-
chia-infected mosquitoes and is
considering drones to help re-
lease them in March.
The WHO has recommended
studies of genetically engineered mosquitoes and
those infected with bacteria to help with reduction ef-
forts.
Xi said the genes of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes
are intact and the mosquitoes are safer for the eco-

logical
environ-
ment E
and oth-
er spe- |
cies, in-
cluding
hu-
mans.
But he
said
more . i ; .
field Researchers Release Infected Mosquitos
studies In The U.S.

are needed to evaluate this method before it is used
in other parts of China to control and prevent the Zika
virus.

Guo Yuhong, a researcher at the Chinese Center for
Disease Control and Prevention's Infectious Disease
Institute, said Aedes aegypti mosquitoes can be
found widely in South China and some northern

areas of the country.

But she remains cautious about the Wolbachia-infect-
ed mosquitoes and feels that more investigations are
required.

"They work in theory, but we are not sure about the
potential impact that extinction of Aedes aegypti mos-
quitoes would have on the ecosystem," she said.
(Courtesy http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn)

Ties That Bind

Houston And Shenzhen On Path To
Celebrate 30 Years As Sister Cities

By Guest Writer Peter Heyne
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Cities across the world often form partnerships with
one another to boost trade, people-to-people diplo-
macy, and cultural and scientific exchanges. These
partnerships, organized as “sister cities,” are made
up of ordinary citizens from private businesses, civic
organizations, nonprofits, and municipal govern-
ments.

Many cities have more than one sister city. The City
of Houston, in fact, has some 18 sister cities. They
include such far flung destinations as Baku, Azerbai-
jan, Nice, France, and Perth, Australia. One of Hous-
ton's most enduring relationships is with Shenzhen,
China, a city like Houston that has enjoyed long peri-
ods of economic good times.

Shenzhen was once a poor village surrounded by
rice paddies on the Pearl River next door to Hong
Kong. In 1979, then Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping
designated it as the country's first special economic
zone for market-driven experimentation. Growth
exploded and
has continued
almost ever
since. Today,
Shenzhen is an
industrial center
with dazzling
architecture and
a population

now far greater
than that of
Houston, Dallas,
and San Antonio

Shenzhen's DJI builds the world's
most advanced civilian drones.
Here, in the company's
showroom, Lexie Ma, PR
Manager, points out the features
of one of the newest models.

combined. It’ s also
considered China's
Silicon Valley.

In 1986, a
Houston-Shenzhen
Sister Cities
program took
shape and trade,
cultural,
educational, and
medical exchanges
became a regular
feature of the two
cities. At present,
the Houston-Shenzhen Sister City Association
operates in coordination with the Mayor's office and
is led by newly elected president Jim Olive, an
international corporate and environmental
photographer.

During December of last year, Olive led a delegation
of eight Houstonians to Shenzhen to participate in
the city's “Culture & Arts Week” celebrating Shen-
zhen’ s many sister cities around the world. Perform-
ing in the Shenzhen Concert Hall, singers, dancers,
stringed quartets, Taekwondo performers, and other
artists came from far away Haifa, Israel; Irkutsk, Rus-
sia; Eupen, Belgium; Nuremberg, Germany; Busan,
Korea, among the cities. Talented singer and song-
writer Kevin Black from Texas performed on behalf
of the Houston contingent.

While in Shenzhen, Olive and delegates also met
with Shenzhen Vice Mayor Madame Wu and several

The City Of Shenzen, China

business leaders,
including: Yu
Jiyong, vice

| president of Great

i Wall Computers,
which manufactures
power supplies for
leading PC makers;
Chang Shaomin,
president of CIMC,
which builds
passenger boarding
ramps for airports;
and Lizong Wang,
founder and chairman of the Guangdong High-Tech
Chamber of Commerce, which, with 6,000 members,
would like to promote trade with Houston.

Delegates toured two other remark- m“ r -7*.
able companies. One was DJI, the
world's foremost civilian drone com-
pany, with products used by ama-
teurs and professionals for aerial
photography, 3-D mapping of land-
scapes, nature protection, farming,
and search and rescue.

The other company delegates visit-

Delegates with the

Houston-Shenzhen Sister

ed was Artron, an international print-
ing company widely acclaimed as
publisher of the “world’ s most beau-
tiful books.” By sheer coincidence,
Kevin Black's book, Raising a Hand,

Association talk with Great
Wall's Yu Jiyong about
business prospects in the
Bayou City. To his right is
Audrey Duan.To his left, Patrick
Duan, Peter Heyne, and David

country singers, was being published there during
the tour. The book’ s purpose is to raise research
funds for Rett Syndrome, a devastating childhood
disorder.
“The trip to Shenzhen by the Houston delegation
was a success,” Olive said. “We made many new
friends with our sister city partner and strengthened
the possibility for
future economic
opporuritcs. "! B Poetton
Houston-Shenzhen
Sister Association do in Houston to celebrate its 30th
anniversary? “Based on the stunning show of
international artists we saw in Shenzhen, we’ ve got
our work cut out for us,” Olive said. “Initially, we’ re
considering a scholarship program whereby students
both in Houston and Shenzhen will
compete to win language and
culture scholarships to study in each
. other's cities.” Other activities are
' under consideration.
| The Association is eagerly looking
for new members. If you’ re interest-
ed in China and strengthening the
ties between Shenzhen and Hous-
ton, contact membership committee
chairman Patrick Duan at patd-
uan@gmail.com or president Jim Ol-
ive at jim2stockyard@gmail.com

photographs of over 200 rock and Ng.

TRADE CENTER

Houston Texas

200 Front Desk

Michaela Betton
Office: 832-448-0190

Email: michelle@itchouston.org

201 REBACCA International, Inc.
Office: 832-448-0519

202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
PJ Khan
Office:832—448-0520

Email: pjkhanswati@hotmail.com

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
Pegah Pourasef

Office: 832-423-5690

Email:pegah@graduatemed.com

205 Globalization Accelerator
Tom Ren

Office:832-448-0522
Email:tomren88@gmail.com

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
Paul Rosario
Office:832-448-0523

Email: prosario65@hotmail.com

209-210 Texas Tech University - TTUISD
Sam Oswald/Victoria Qin
Office: 832-448-0191

Email: sam.oswald@ttu.edu

210A International Arts & Culture Center
Wea H. Lee

Office: 281-498-4310

Email: wealee@aol.com

211 International Trade Center
Gezahgen Kebede
Office: 832—448-0526

Email:gezahgen@juno.com

212 The Entrepreneurs Network

Errol Jones
Email:ejones@errolgroup.com

213 National Black Business Alliance
Errol Jones
Email: ejones@errolgroup.com

International Trade Center Business Directory

832-448-0192

victoria.qin@ttu.edu

Marie Lee

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

| Tel: 832-448—0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

The International Trade Center i regisered with U.S Internal Revenue Service as 50106 non-profi organization.

216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
Sijollie Braham
Office: 832-448-0518

Email: sijollie@caribbeanchamber.org

217 Alief Community Association

Office: 832-448-0530
Email: marie—lee@sbcglobal.net

218 Sinkroser Enterprise
Ines Chauran
Office: 832-448-0531

218 MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
Maria D. Cortazar
Office: 832-448-0531

Email:mcortazar@macorinvestments.com

219 International Press Club
John Robbins

Office: 832-448-0193
Email:john@scdaily.com

Val Thompson
Office: 832-448-0522

Robert G. Moll
Office: 832-448-0538

James Shu
Office: 832-448-0533

Email:shu_xj@msn.com

For Leasing and Events Information, Please Contact

222 Houston International Trade Development Council

Email:vthompson@houstontrade.org

229-230 United Nations Association

Email:RMoll@hillrivkins.com

231-233 Shu & Associates

A subsidiary

"Building Bridges to'International Business"

Corporate Office - Hou:

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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